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White Collar Idle Turning to Taxis, 
Bring New Type Drivers to B way 





Jdle men of the white collar class 
@re leaning heavily on taxicab driv- 
ing as a temporary means of liv- 
lihood. New to the trade, it may 
‘tbe one reason for the politeness of 
the new type of hackmen; the newer 
ones because they’re new and the 
older bunch because of the former’s 
dnroads. 

Present number of metered boats 
in Greater New York is estimated 
at between 19,000 and 20,000. This 
figure, it is declared, is not overly 
large as might be expected from 
the new number of chauffeurs. 
What happens, however, is that the 
total of new faces fluctuates rapidly, 
with hacking being made as tem- 
porary as possibly by the white col- 
darites, who leave as soon as some- 
thing nearer their regular line of 
biz comes up. Those that go out 
are replaced by others, for the same 
short time, keeping the total cab 
mMumber about the same. 

One factor that brought plenty 
into cab running was a recent de- 
cision by the police department 
waiving some of the red tape that 
used to accompany taking out a 
taxi driving license. Former pro- 
cedure used to take about three 
Weeks after the application, the 
time being devoted to a thorough 
search of criminal records, finger 
print files, etc., to check on the 
record of the applicant. 


Temporary Licenses 

For a short period, said to have 
ended Jan. 1, temporary driving li- 
censes were handed out, taking 
three days instead of weeks. Check 
Was made after the temporary 
ticket was given with the permit 
taken away should the records 
show anything against the individ- 
ual. 
Two reasons are offered for the 
temporary cutting down of license 
time. One was that some of the 


wdarger fleets complained of a short- 


age of drivers, and the companies 
wanting to get more hacks on the 
streets. 

Another reason is that officials 
in the various unemployment com- 
mittees requested a lifting of the 
barriers, for awhile, in order to 
put men to work, A check of fig- 
ures, according to a man in the biz, 
would probably reveal a large num- 
ber of new drivers during the period 
of easy licenses. 


Earnings Halved 


Old timers at the wheels state 
earnings are down about 50%. This 
is attributed to depression and to 
the clean collar recruits. Average 
Weekly intakes were formerly $35 
to $50, on a 60-40 meter split, the 
60 to the cab owner and the short 
end to the driver. 

Presently grosses run $15 to $25. 
Several veteran drivers stated they 
had been forced to get outside jobs 
in the small amount of off time 
they have. One, for example, does 
siall printing jobs and urged a 
Variety’ mugg to buy a few gross 
of a printed poem he had both writ- 
ten, set type for and run off the 
press. Another works as a janitor, 

(Continued on page 48) 
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A 1932 Request 


A woman called Elmer Rog- 
ers, manager of the Palace the- 
atre, New York, on the phone 
last week and asked to have 
her husband paged. 

‘Have you any idea where 
he’s sitting?’ asked Rogers. 

‘He’s across the street iin 
the breadline,’ replied the wo- 
man, 

















MEXICAN (€0-OP ACTORS 
AT 3 CENTS; A RECORD 


Mexico City, Jan. 25. 

While practically no thespians are 
at liberty, remuneration is at iow 
ebb. Local actor folk contend that 
they are the world’s poorest paid 
professionals. Cite these figures 
to prove it: 

Leading tenor of co-op. grand 
opera company performing Sun- 
days in National theatre got 1.50 
pesos (70 cents) for a long after- 
noon’s work in a difficult Spanish 
opera; chorus girls in burlesque 


houses exhibit theiy hunger thinned 
figures for 60 centavos (27 cents) 
three performances a night, while 
new low pay is that of members of 
legit co-op playing Teatro Fabre- 
gras, whose slice of intake some 
shows amounts to seven centavos 
(three cents) each. 

Acute depresh, thespians say, is 
not due to public’s inability to raise 
price for entertainments. They cite 
goodly audiences at picture houses 
and prize fights. Trouble, they 
claim, is due to customers’ taste 
veering to ‘talkers,’ and to short- 
sightedness of native producers in 
trying to peddle old stuff. 

Only co-op. unit whose members 
eat regularly is that of Teatro Ideal. 
But after times of plenty, this house 
has fallen upon sorry days. 


Betting Bottom 


New Orleans, Jan. 25. 

Race tracks, too, are back to the 
prices of 20 years ago. When the 
Fair Grounds opened today (Mon- 
day), there was a $1 mutuel win- 
dow for the first time in two dec- 
ades. 

All over the country 25 and 50- 
cent handbooks are in operation and 
it looks like the racing contingent 
is scraping the bottom of the pot. 














4 . 7 
With Trimmin’s 
Detroit, “an. 25. 
Civic Theatre under the direction 
of Jessie Bonstelle (stock) is pack- 
ing them in Sunday nights with a 
new low price of 35 and 50c. 
Admission includes the 
dancing during 
coffee in the lounge. 


play, 








intermission and cost wou 





— 


11 BEGAME NAT'L 
CTARS DURING ‘2 


Nine Retain Standing from 
Frevious Year—Climbers 
Mostly Used Something 
Different for Air—Rated 
on Country Wide Basis, 
Not Sectional 








13 DWINDLE 





In 1931, 11 new national stars 
appeared in the radio firmament, 
making that year the most prolific 
star-maker of any of the 10 broad- 
casting years so far. During the 
same period 13 names lessened as 
far as national rating is concerned 
and nine others either increased 
their country-wide ether status or 
managed to hold over. This is ac- 
cording to a general survey and is 
the consensus of authoritative 
opinions in the radio field including 
advertising agencies. 

Those of the select group who in 
1931 scaled the radio heights and 
reached national star prominence, 
with what that implies through 
network broadcasting, were the 
Boswell Sisters, Bing Crosby, Russ: 
Columbo, Mills Bros., The Goldbergs 
(Gertrude Berg), Eddie Cantor, 
Walter Winchell, Guy Lombardo 
(band), Ben Bernie (band), Cab 
Calloway (band), and Sisters of the 
Skillet (two men). 

Radio’s holdover stars were Amos 
’n’ Andy, Rudy Vallee, Morton 
Downey, Kate Smith, Paul White- 


(Continued on page 34) 


Can't Burlesque 
Film Premiere, 
Legit Discovers 








Pasadena, Jan. 25. 

Proving that it’s impossible to 
burlesque a picture premiere, the 
gag first night pulled by the Pasa- 
dena Community Playhouses for 
opening of ‘Once in a Lifetime’ 
looked and sounded exactly like the 
Hollywood brand except that 50 
members of the cast and the play- 


house group impersonated film 
names. 
Loudspeaker system, with John 


Hallam at the mike, heralded the 
advent of the phoney celebs, who 
arrived in expensive cars provided 
by Pasadena car dealers. Crowd of 
about 1,000 thronged the patio of 
the theatre and the street. Only 
autograph hounds and are lights 
were missing. Management would 
have had the latter except that the 
id have been around $100 


Continued on page 6%) 
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Tele Men Predict Film for Programs, 
Triple Radio Costs for Advertisers 





Flood Relief 





Los Angeles, Jan. 25. 
Theatre circuit exec was 
asked his opinion on the pos- 
sible shortage of pictures. 
‘I think it’s a swell idea,’ was 
his reply. 


ADV. RADIO TEAM ON 
STORE WINDOW ROUTE 


Troy, N. Y.; Jan. 25. 

The Everest Boys, colored duo, in 
a harmony act, and a radio an- 
nouncer, Larry Finley, are now pre- 
senting their turn in furniture 
stores about the country, in a tie- 
up between the stores and the mat- 
ress-manufacturing company for 
which they work. 

They play store windows, matinee 
performances being given from 2:30 
to 5:30 and evening shows from 7 to 
9:30. Usually play a two or three- 
day engagement. Advance-ads are 
used to herald the coming of the 
radio act, while the broadcasting 
artists and the stations over which 
they etherize are plugged in ads 
during the local showing. 

Stunt is staged in connection with 
a special sale of matresses, 


Public Sympathy and 
Coin Keep Circus Alive 


Chicago, Jan. 25. 
Newspaper publicity accorded 
David F. Masten’s stranded circus 
in East St. Louis, brought about 


enough public sympathy expressed 
in dollars, to keep the outfit going 
for the rest of the winter. 

Masten is the gent who offered to 
give away his menagerie when star- 
vation stared it in the face, going as 
far as shooting one of his hyenas, 
when the animal attempted to eat 
up his cage. 




















Reporters Hardboiled; 
Yeah? Listen, Studios 


one for the scriptists to 
making 





Here's 
think about when they’re 
newspaper reporter types tough. 

When a New York relief commit- 
tee went into action, it hired 
about 60 jobless reporters as case 
investigators. Boys came home with 
the facts, but the red tape on case 
ecard reporting goated ‘em when 
they sought action on cases that 
touched their sympathies. Result 
was a hot clash with the profes- 
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Authorities .zho followed radio 
through its debut, and are now 
preparing for the introduction of 
television, are figuring that the pub- 
lic’s almost instant acclaim of the 
air voice in 1922-23 will not be true 
of the wireless pictures. Financial 
differences compose one reason. 
Others, however, are held up even 
as more vital. 

Television broadcasting can easily 
be compared to the picture indus- 
try, with tele having to go through 
practically the same channels fur- 
rowed by the film business, it is 


pointed out. The picture likes and 
dislikes are expected to be just as 
many in the home as in the theatre. 

A difference here is that where 
the theatres offer a choice of sub- 
jects the average community will 
have to be satisfied with a single 
television program, 


Use of Films 


Some think film projection may 
become the major source of tele 
broadcasts. On the other hand, 
costliness of film programs indicate 
that this is out of the cuestion for 
early televising at least. The 
television field could hardly afford 
to pay the picture distributor for 
first runs, the alternative then be- 
ing for the tele people to produce 
their own pictures, possibly one and 
two reel shorts. 

However, because of feature and 
shorts film costs it is predicted by 
tele men that their film broadcasts 
will largely consist of subjects per- 
taining to news. In this way, it is 
declared, a football game can be 
televised the same night through 
the celluloid medium, etc. 

The television people estimate 
that the tele advertiser may expect 
to be charged triple what he is now 
paying for straight radio. Personal 
appearance costumes, lighting, in- 
creased studio overhead—all of 
these are included in the new cost. 


Wouldn't Get Dirty 


Los Angeles, Jan. 25, 
When ‘Easy for Zee Zee,’ at the 
Music Box, was visited by the vice 
squad Thursday night (21) to se- 
cure evidence for a possible raid, 
cast supposedly was told to dirty up 








a bit. Figured that should a 
raid materialize it would build 
business. 


Cast refused and so far no raid 
has materialized. 





Tug of War on Stage 


Whittenton, Mass., Jan. 25. 
Now comes a small town theatre 
with the latest idea in stage stunts. 
Grand theatre announced a tug 





sional charity workers. 

Some of the reporters were aired, 
more expect to be, and do they 
burn to start something? 


Sacred Heart Socic‘, 
| Church. 


of war between teams of the Catho- 
llic Foresters Athletic Club and the 
of St. Jacques 
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Hypnotize Yourself Into Queen 


Complex, Tip 





Scourge yourself of humility be- 
fore entraining for Hollywood. Get 
snugly wrapped up in a mantle 
ef self-assurance. Wear your best 
bluff. Pretend you're a big shot. 
Expect the utmost consideration; 
yell for it. That’s the only way 
you'll get it, Don’t go to Holly- 
wood self-effacing, or pictures will 
rub you out completely. 

These are Marguerite Churchill’s 
suggestions for Hollywood success. 
Back in town after three years on 
the Fox lot, now she sees the mis- 
takes she’s made. Though she was 
offered another year’s contract, at 
a cut, she decided not to take it. 
She feels she started wrong and 
to remain longer would result in 
oblivion for her. She made a good 
salary, saved her money, and now 
she has the financial independence 
that will enable her to take another 
job in pictures on her own terms 
or not at all, 


‘TI went out to Hollywood a kid of 
seventeen. I'd had a little experi- 
ence on the New York stage, and 
I’d put in a lot of hard work in the 
Theatre Guild School Miss Hel- 
burn used to tell us, “Why you lit- 
tle punks, you think you’re actors? 
Go out and see what it really 
means to be an actor!” She 
knocked the conceit right out of us. 

‘But you mustn’t be humble in 
Hollywood. If you’re honest with 
yourself, if you know_in your heart 
that your performance was a little 
less than epochal, you’ve got to say 
it’s great. They’re so uncertain, so 
bewildered themselves, they’ll be- 
lieve you.’ 


Only Big Stars Regular 


Trained in the traditions of the 
theatre where the cast works to- 
gether for the good of the play in- 
stead of for self-aggrandizement, 
Miss Churchill feels she made the 
mistake of maintaining this atti- 
tude in Hollywood. She tried to 
do what she thought was right for 
the picture, not what was profitable 
for her personally. She tried not 
to be a camera-hog, so she became 
steadily less important. In Holly- 
wood only the biggest stars are 
regular; they’re the only ones who 
can afford to be. 


‘So far as my pictures are con- 
cerned,’ she ran on, ‘I made my 
greatest mistake in “The Big Trail.” 
I was going to de different—real, 
Instead of emerging from the flood 
waters nearly drowned but never- 
theless beautifully mascaroed and 
marcelled, as is usually the case in 
pictures, I wanted to really look 
half drowned. So I used no make- 
up, I dispensed with a hair dresser. 
Well, the picture was a flop, and 
ever since I’ve had to live down 
the way I looked in it. If the pic- 
ture had been a hit, though, they 
would have considered me a great, 
realistic actress.’ 


Miss Churchill made 15 pictures 
during her three years in Holly- 
wood. Aside from ‘The Valiant,’ 
she frankly calls her work in them 
just ‘walking throvgh.’ ‘It is im- 
possible to see a role as a whole, 
to develop any sort of characteriza- 
tion, when five minutes before a 
scene’s to be shot, you’re handed 
your lines. Often we had no con- 
nected idea of the plot, let alone 
the dialog. I was the same girl in 
all my pictures, even if I dressed 
like a Spaniard or a Balkan Prin- 
cess, simply because the script was 
never ready.’ 

It’s very short-sighted of pictures 
to try to make over every actress 
so she fits one standardized pat- 
tern, Miss Churchill thinks. Ex- 
pla:::ing the enormous amount of 
time she spent in pictures walking 
about in diaphanous’' chemises, 
though she’s definitely the whole- 
some, sweet young thing type, Miss 
Churchill blames it on pictures’ 
conviction there’s just one way to 
be sexy, the obvious way. She's 
glad to be back in New York, to 
be given a part in the forthcoming 
Al Woods’ play, ‘The Inside Story,’ 
because now that she’s returning to 
the stage, she'll begin ‘to learn how 
to act again.’ 











The world pays a salary for what 
you know—wages for what you 
de. 





MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 44th Street 
New York 
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to Coast Aspirants 





Gone Africa 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
Gary Cooper, in South Africa 
hunting big game, cabled his 
father here that he had shot a 
‘super lion.’ 














Business Bureau’s Probe 
Man Claiming Hughes Tie 





Inquiries of the New York Better 
Business Bureau about a man 
identifying himself as associated 
with Howard Hughes’ Caddo Com- 
pany, and advertising for a secre- 
tary in Philadelphia, has brought 
a denial from Hughes, personally, 
which describes the man as an im- 
poster, 

Ads in a Philadelphia paper 
brought a flock of girls in response 
to a man known as Harry Wedler. 
Promise of a position included a 
monthly salary of $250 and ex- 
penses to Hollywood. Philadelphia 
BBB started to investigate after 
the stream of applicants lengthened 
and after the man continued inter- 
viewing following his announcement 
that he had made a choice, 


JEANETTE MACDONALD SET 


Going to. Metro After Ending Par’s 
Contract 











Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

It’s pretty well set that Jeanette 
MacDonald will go to Metro on ex- 
piration of her present agreement 
with Paramount calling for her ap- 
pearance in the next Maurice Chev- 
alier picture, 

Meantime she is being considered 
for Metro’s ‘The Red Haired 
Woman’ on a loan, before going into 
the Chevalier picture and before 
going onto the Metro contract list. 
Miss MacDonald’s contract with 
Paramount calls for one picture, 
with salary running until that film 
is completed. It also allows her 
a sayso on loans, two of which she 
is reported to have lately turned 
down because of stories. 


Goldwyn South 


A Hollywood producer’ and 
staunch supporter of California 
will upset all dope when Sam Gold- 
wyn runs down to Florida in about 
two weeks. 

Arthur Hornblow, Jr., affiliated 
with Goldwyn leaves for Hollywood 
in about three weeks, 


BUZZELL-BRISKIN EAST 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
Eddie Buzzell’s mother died last 
night (Sunday) and he is preparing 
to come east, accompanied by Sam 
Briskin, studio manager for Co- 
lumbia. They expect to leave to- 
night (Monday). 

Briskin lost 
a few days ago. 








his mother-in-law 





Mayfair’s ‘Hard Times’ Event 
Los Angeles, Jan. 25. 
Designers are working overtime 
making ragged dresses for the 
Mayfair Club Hard Times banquet. 
Affair is due in two weeks. 





Option For Claire Dodd 
Hollywood, Jan. 25. 


up on her Paramount contract. 
Her last was ‘Two Kinds of Wo- 
men.’ 





Elisha Cook’s Trial 
Elisha Cook, Jr., of legit, was 
screen tested last week by Metro. 
Cook closed Saturday (16) in 
‘Lost Boy’ at the Mansfield. He 
played the lead. 


SAILINGS 


Feb. 5 (Marseilles to Australia), 
Ella Shields (Maloja). 

Feb. 3 (Mediterranean cruise) 
Frank Gillmore (Aquitania). 

Jan. 30 (Vancouver to Shanghai), 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Barthelmess 
(Empress of Japan). 

Jan. 23 (New York to London), 
Haskell Brown (Europa). 





Jan. 22 (New York to Paris) 
Kathleen Norris, Harriet Cohen 
(Europa). 


Jan. 20 (Los Angeles to Shang- 
hai), Frank Braidwood (Shina- 
mura) 





Claire Dodd had an option picked’ 


nea 
PAN) 





WILL MAHONEY 


In Earl Carroll’s “Vanities” 
The London “Times” said: “Mr. 
Will Mahoney is the most amusing 
American comedian seen in London 
in years. He provokes laughter 
that cannot be suppressed.” 


Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 


1560 Broadway 





Hotels Tipping 
Sales Buzzards 
On New Celebs? 


Hollywood, Jan, 25. 
Studio executives are investigat- 
ing a reported condition whereby 
local hotels are cutting in with lo- 
cal merchants on sales to newly 
arriving celebs. 


With the pass system keeping 
the merchants and their salesmen 
off the lots, execs now scent a per- 
eentage deal with the hotel men 
tipping off a select list whenever a 
celeb arrives, 


Instances 


There have been sevéral instances 
lately convincing studio bosses that 
the hotels are not playing on the 
level with them in their promise to 
keep unauthorized callers from the 
new arrivals until they can be as- 
sured of genuine privacy in their 
own homes. 


Despite the hurrah arrivals at the 
stations with these celebs, the stu- 
dios have always tried to keep dark 
the temporary quarters of the new- 
comers from the papers, because of 
the expected rush of automobile, 
jewelry, real estate salesmen and 
others who make an arrival’s first 
few days in Hollywood a dizzy 
affair. 


Recently, however, the producers 
say that no sooner is a celeb es- 
conced in a hotel room than the 
salesman parade begins with bar- 
gains in everything from automo- 
biles to cemetery lots. 


L. & H. Europe Tour 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
Laurel and Hardy are preparing 
a stage act, together with the inten- 
tion of playing the variety houses in 
England this summer. 


Under present intentions the 
comics will leave here in June, hav- 
ing been assured of spots in London 
and the provinces for at least two 
months. 














Extend on Fowler 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
Gene Fowler, brought west by 
Radio on a six-weeks’ writing con- 
tract, has had his term extended six 
months. He will bring his children 
here to join his wife and himself. 
Fowler is now working on an 
original, ‘Blood Brothers,’ a story of 
the bull ring, regarded as a prob- 
ability for John Barrymore, with 
King Vidor directing. 





WHITBECK IN HOSPITAL 
Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
Frank Whitbeck, Universal ex- 
ploitation man, is in Hollywood hos- 
pital with pneumonia, 





Farnum East 
Ralph Farnum, agent, suddenly 
gone east on business, but will re- 
turn here to continue his winter 
vacation, 








Attic Stars 





Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

Picture optimist who can’t 
be downed looks at the studio 
situation this way: 

‘Hollywood will make better 
pictures after this retrench- 
ment is over. All real artists 
get that way only after suffer- 
ing.’ 


Agency Can’t Collect, 
Sez Calif. Comm., but— 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

P. J. Wolfson, Universal writer, 
is preparing to make a court issue 
of his’ commission disagreement 
with Ed Dz-vidow, New York agent, 
who has had papers served on Uni- 
versal in New York to be assigned 
10% of Wolfson’s paycheck. 

When the writer didn’t send the 
commissions east, Davidow collected 
by means of the salary assignment 
throu.zh the New York office. 

Wolfson has been told by the 
California state department of labor 
and law enforcement that Davidow 
can’t collect here, not having a 
license for this section. Department 
also said it was illegal for Wolfson 
to send commissions to Davidow in 
New York, although the state 
wouldn’t interfere legally. 

Writer claims Davidow told him 
Bren Orsatti would be his Holly- 
wood agents, being tied in with 
Davidow. But FE. & O. says Wolf- 
son, refused to represent him unless 
getting its own 10%. 


A LONG LOOK 


Sheriff Sets Murder Tent Up Out- 
side Accused’s Cell Window 
Galveston, Jan. 25. 

Durrell Kendall, 22, picture ma- 
chine operator, held in jail at Con- 
roe, Tex., for the axe murder of Lou 
H. Brownlee, minstrel show owner, 
and Mrs. Martha Smith, cook, sees 
the tent in which the murder was 
committed every time he looks out 
the jail window. 

Sheriff at Conroe 
tent from New Caney, where 
Brownlee and Mrs. Smith were 
killed last December, and set it up 
in the jail yard, opposite Kendall's 
cell window. The _ sheriff figures 
Kendall will talk before the trial 
scheduled for next month. 

Kendall originally told officers 
that he killed Brownlee and Mrs. 
Smith after a quarrel, but later de- 
nied the story. 


Guild Stars to Make 
‘Vienna’ as Next Metro 


Second Alfred Lunt-Lynn Fon- 
tanne talker for Metro will be the 
pair’s current legit ‘Reunion In 
Vienna.’ Metro picked up the L-F 
one more picture option together 
with buying the play rights from 
the Theatre Guild. Written by 
Robert E. Sherwood. 

Talker will be produced the com- 
ing summer, with another Guild 
play, ‘Strange Interlude’, also on 
Metro's list. Casting the latter as a 
film reported causing trouble. 


Warner Outs 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

Fade out of kid pictures has cost 
the jobs of George Ernest, Geraldine 
Barton, and Shirley Chambers, con- 
tracted three months ago by War- 
ners. 

tolfe Harolde is another Warner 
out. 




















brought the 











OPTION AND LONG TERMER 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

Universal has taken up the option 
on Cyril Gardner, director, and has 
given a seven-year termer to Ed- 
ward Ludwig (Ludy), who will di- 
rect another $40,000 picture. 

Later has just cleaned up ‘Steady 
Company’ which was made at this 
price and which decided U to repeat 
the experiment. 





GOLDEN LEAVES FOX 
Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
After 18 years with Fox, Max Gol- 
den, plant manager, dismissed and 
succeeded by O. O. Dull. 
Latter is also handling a portion 





of Wurizel’s duties. 


Once Frozen at Idea of Personal 


Stage Work, Filmers 


Now Hop to It 





Once the distaste of Hollywood, 
personal appearance tours are now 
considered invaluable stimulants ¢ 
picture careers, 


uv 
In the old days, 


picture stars were loath and afraig 
to leave the comfort of their Beyer. 
ley Hill homes, They preferred to 
loaf between assignments. Today 
they’re rarin’ to go out and conquer 
visible audiences, 

Stuart and June Collyer Erwin 
attribute this new found eagerness 
to the unsettled condition of the in. 


dustry. Film folk, the best of them 
none too sure of their jobs, are 
looking toward the future. Awak.- 


ened from the lethargy of self con. 
tent, they want to contact audi- 
ences and beguile them with their 
personalities. But, greater than 
that is their desire to impress home 
studios with their importance at 
boxoffice. 

‘Picture people haven't yet over- 
come their awe of the actor who can 
read lines and face an audience ag 
bravely as he would a camera,’ ex- 
plained the drawling Mr. Erwin, 
‘The picture performer wants to 
show he is just as good as the im- 
ported legitimate player, deserves 
as much attention, merits as large 
a salary. He finds his best chance 
to impress the studio through a 
personal apperance tour.’ The Col- 
lyer-Erwin cembo should know 
whereof it speaks, having made sep- 
arate tours of west Coast houses. 

Erwin’s Suggestion 

The following are the rules which 
the spokesman, ‘stu,’ sets down for 
personal contact with audiences: 

Shun all mention of Hollywood, 
‘That’s the bunk,’ comments ‘stu.’ 
‘It’s self-conscious and condencent- 
ing to audiences. They know you're 
from Hollywood—that’s why they've 
come to see you. What you can do 
is more vital to them than the an- 
nouncement that your house has a 
swimming pool and is right 
door to Greta Garbo’s.’ 

When possible, play a comedy 
sketch with the master of cere- 
monies. ‘The audience knows and 
likes him, If there’s any doubt in 
their minds, he'll persuade them to 
like you.’ 

When personality 
tablished, go right into your spee 
cialty is the Erwin credo. ‘Don't 
waste time over unnecessary an- 
nouncements. The audience doesn’t 
need to be told what you're going 
to do—if you can do it well enough, 
If you can’t no announcement will 
help.’ 

Change material for different aue 
diences. ‘Women and children mate 
inees are the easiest shows of the 
day—be easy and good humored and 
they'll like you. Supper shows have 
to be hoked, comedy lines over- 
emphasized for audiences that defy 
you to be funny. -Be a little more 
dignified for evening performances 
but be sure to let them know you're 
not high hat. That’s ruinous.’ 

Above all, points out Mr. Erwin, 
the touring star must be prepared 
to put in 18 hours of work a day. 
Press receptions, Elks dinners and 
charity bazaars provide local prop- 
aganda that is invaluable to the 
visiting pictureite. 

Miss Collyer is in town to see all 
the shows and embark on a personal 
tour with ‘Stu’ after he finishes a 
picture at the Paramount Long Is- 
land studio, when they'll both get 
a chance to make further deduc- 
tions on Hollywood's current prob- 
lem. 
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Cantor Coast Bound 


Eddie Cantor will leave for the 
Coast in a week or 10 days to settle 
down for a while prior to going into 
production, probably around April 
1, on his first picture for the new 
season, He'll go by boat through 
the Canal, 

In Chicago last week, Cantor will 
stick around the east until ready (9 
depart for his Beverly home. 





SERLIN-MOONEY WEST 


Two more recruits for western 
payrolls are Oscar Serlin, at Para- 
mount, and Martin Moorey at Uni- 
versal, Former left Thursday (21) 
for the Coast and the latter Sunday 
(24). 

Serlin goes to Par as an assistant 
supervisor while Mooney, who quit 
Columbia Pictures’ publicity de- 





partment, will write for U. 
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SID KENT STIRS 





BY 


Feeding Layoff Principals With Mob 
Work Burns Up Regular Film Extras 





Hollywood, Jan, 25. 

Extras who depend wholly on the 
mob work for their livelihood are 
again slapped. Current move by 
producers and directors is to give 
a break in the atmospheric ranks 
to former employes who previously 
filled other fobs than acting. 

While for the last year or so the 
extra ranks in pictures have had 
their quota of ex-directors, ex-writ- 


ers, prop men, script girls, and 
assistant directors, t*.-: percentage 


of this element has grown consid- 
erably of late, with the pushed-out 
regulars yelping about what they 
term ‘one sided charity.’ 

Several studios have let it be 
known that they'll give preference 
to any former employees among 
extras. One has placed a notice to 
this effect on its bulletin board so 
those working can acquaint the 
out-of- works with this fact. 

Casting directors and meggers 
are :lso straining to fit their former 
associates in parts calling for $5 to 
$10 a day, and, while it’s doughnut 
money for former workers in regu- 
lar jobs, the move is meeting with 
nothing but grunts from the profes- 
sional mob. 


BARTHELMESS IN WB 
STOCK RETRENCHMENT 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

New deal for Richard Barthel- 
mess at Warners. Star was getting 
top money at $175,000 a picture but 
adjustment is in line with studio’s 
policy to unload as much contract 
talent as possible. 

WB, along with Universal, is re- 
leasing as many stock people as 
possible, being willing to pay a 
little more for talent rather than 
earry people on long term agree- 
ments, 








Gondal Judgment Dodges 
Star’s Intelligence Plea 


Sacramento, Jan. 25. 

California Supreme Court has af- 
firmed Jetta Goudal’s $35,000 judg- 
ment against Pathe Studios, Inc., 
and Cecil B. DeMille Corp., but de- 
clined to make any decision on the 
question of whether picture players 
may use their own intelligence in 
interpreting parts. 

Original judgment confirmed such 
right, stating ‘the obedience of an 
artist is not the obedience of a 
menial.’ Fox, Paramount, Warners, 
United Artists, Metro and Radio 
joined themselves in the appeal as 
‘friends of the court’ to protest that 
the industry would be seriously 
threatened if stars were allowed to 
use their own judgment. 

The state court confined itself to 
affirming that the money award in 
Los Angeles was correct. 


Pola Negri’s 2 Wks. 


More stage time for Pola Negri 
depends on results from her two 
mid-western Publix weeks, Feb. 5- 
12, in Chicago and St. Louis. 

Miss Negri was booked for the 
two western weeks by the William 
Morris office at the reported ‘show- 
ing’ salary of $5,000. 














Considine’s Finale 


9 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
After ¢ ompleting retakes on ‘Dis- 
orderly Conduct’ for Fox, John W. 
Considine, Jr., Will take his leave 
of that studio. 
Director was one of the Winnie 
Sheehan appointees, 








Richard’s Long Stay 


Richards is still in New 
York. It’s an unusually long 
stay up here for the south- 
erner, who on most trips gen- 
erally makes a quick in and 
out. 

While it is understood the 
former operator of the Saenger 
circuit had made no connection 
during his New York stay, the 
original negotiations between 
Richards and David Sarnoff 
and Hiram S. Brown for RKO 
are being continued. 


LANDRY IN CHARGE OF 
‘VARIETY’S’ L. A. OFFICE 


Los Angeles, Jan. 25. 
When Abel Green leaves here by 
boat Feb. 1 to return to ‘Variety’s’ 
home office in New York, Bob Lan- 
dry will assume charge of the local 


situation for the paper. This is 
in accordance with ‘Variety's’ de- 
gire to change branch office heads 
within each two years, 

Landry comes here from the 
paper’s Chicago office, which he left 
in charge of Ben Bodec. Landry 
was out here for ‘Variety’ some 
five or six years ago as a staff man. 

yreen is the most widely traveled 
trade newspaperman in America. 
He has been all over Euope for ‘Va- 
riety,’ organizing its foreign news 
service and opening its Paris office 
where he remained for a year. He 
came out here nearly two years ago 
and seemed to like it hereabouts, 
but he is by nature a New Yorker. 
Mrs. Green, who came along with 
her husband, returns with him. 

Landry, like Green, is an all 
around trade newspaperman. Lan- 
dry was in charge of the Chicago 
office for ’Variety’ for around two 
years and has been with the paper 
for about 10 years. 


E. V. 














Nancy Carroll-Tashman 
For Publix N. Y. Spots 


Nancy Carroll and Lilyan Tash- 
man will play Publix stage weeks, 
separately, at the New York and 
Brooklyn Paramounts after com- 
pleting their picture work at the 
Long Island studio. They will do 
a week each at the two houses, 

That Edmund Lowe, working on 
the same talker at Astoria, may 
team with Miss Tashman (Mrs. 
Lowe) for the stage dates is a pos- 
sibility. Miss Carroll has previously 
played the Publix New York houses. 








MacDONALD TO METRO 


5 Picture Contract Includes ‘Red- 
headed Woman,’ Ending Hunt 








Hollywood, Jan. 25, 

Three pictures are already set on 
a five picture contract which Metro 
expects Jeanette MacDonald to sign 
this week. Included are ‘Redheaded 
Woman,’ ‘Truth Game’ and ‘Merry 
Widow’ remake with Ramon No- 
varro. 

Miss MacDonald's last picture on 
her Paramount contract is ‘Love 
Me Tonight.’ The Metro assign- 
ment to ‘Redheaded Woman’ ends 
that studio’s search of weeks for a 
girl to play the part. 





Building Up Team 
Hollywood, Jan, 25. 


Eric Linder and Arlene Judge, be- 
ing built up as Radio's juvenile ro- 
mance team, will have the leads in 
the recently purchased ‘Lame Dog 
Inn.’ J. Walter Rubin will do both 
the adaptation and diréct. 

Yarn is a combination of murder 


horror and newspaper themes. 





UNIQUE RECORD 
HELD BY ONE MAN 


All Major Film Cos. Seek 
Sales Mgr. Immediately 


Upon His Departure from 
Paramount — No Decision 


So Far 


~_—— 


GOOD WILL FIGURE 





All other major picture com- 
Panies appeared to agree that a 
pillar of the film industry had left 
Paramount Wednesday (20) when 
Sid Kent voluntarily washed up a 
14-year term, with that organization. 
Each company is reported to have 
immediately gotten into commun- 
cation with Kent. Up to yester- 
day (Monday) no result had been 
reported. It was then said that it 
seemed the most likely Kent favored 
RKO or Fox. 

Among companies reported hav- 
ing started to negotiate with Kent 
up to Saturday were Loew's, War- 
ners, Fox and RKO, Besides the 
film concerns, it was reported that 
a group of picture executives, in- 
cluding some of those who received 
the Fox contract breaking notice, 
wanted Kent to head an extensive 
new company to take in production 
and exhibition, while another pro- 
posai to the former Paramounter 
is said not to have been presented. 
That was that Kent head all of the 
independent exhibitors of America. 
The independent theatre men hav- 
ing the latter proposal in mind are 
said to have heard about the rush 
of companies after Kent and de- 
ferred their own intention for the 
present, 

No particulars of Kent’s confer- 
ences with any of the picture com- 
pany heads have leaked out, Be- 
yond confirming his resignation 
from Paramount and issuing an an- 
nouncement of appreciation, Kent 
hasn't been available to newspaper 
men. 

The spot Sidney Kent finds himself 
in is extraordinary for any trade, in 
that an entire industry should seek 
the services of any one man in it. 
Kent is considered the strongest 
figure of good will the picture busi- 
ness possesses, 

Kent has the same _ standing 
amongst exhibitors in general. His 
reputation as a two-fisted upright 
understanding leader of the film in- 
dustry is universal in the trade. 
Other than his. unique standing in 
a capricious and hazardous trade, 
Kent has been frequently termed by 


Wall Street bankers ‘the best 
salesman in America.” In Para- 
mount, Kent passed beyond the 


salesmanship peak, as evidenced 
when Kent was appointed about six 
years ago general manager of Par- 
amount, taking in every department. 

With the entrance of ‘the Chi- 
cago group’ into Paramount and 
John A. Hertz becoming chairman 
of the Par’s Finance Board, sug- 
gesting Sam Katz, head of Publix 
Theatres, had moved into a stronger 
position in Paramount operation, 
there had been a razor-like edge 
feeling internally in Paramount with 
Kent on the other end. It had been 
understood, however, that the feel- 
ing throughout Paramount since the 
advent of the new influence was 
that Kent should not be ruffled; 
that his value to Paramount was 
agreed upon, 

The Wrong Answer 

This appears to have been rigidly 
followed in all ways, excepting that 
no one could figure Kent or how he 

(Continued on page 25) 


Capra Weds Jan. 27 

Frank R. Capra will marry Lucille 
Reyburn, Los Angeles girl, in New 
York this Thursday (28). Capra 
just returned from Europe Satur- 
day 23). 

The Capras plan a brief honey- 
moon in Cuba, after which they wil 








leave tor the Coast. 





UP TRADE 


Dropping Contract Featured Players 
For Pool Available to All Studios 





Franklin and RKO 





Information is that the mat- 
ter of a contract in the nego- 
tiations between David Sar- 
noff, in New York, and Hiram 
S. Brown on the Coast, with 
Harold B. Franklin on behalf 
of RKO, remains unsettled. 
Franklin supposedly leaves 
New York today (Tuesday) for 
his home on the Coast, where 
he probably will Brown 
and further look into the prop- 
osition, though Franklin 
said that he is no longer 
terested. 

Franklin is wanted by RKO 
as operator of the 36 Orpheum 
circuit houses, 12 of which are 
dark, with Franklin to handle 
them apart from the rest of 
the RKO circuit. The Orpheum 
theatres are all west of Chi- 
cago and are carried on the 
RKO books as a unit. 

Salary terms mentioned are 
$1,000 a week, with Franklin 
said to want a one or two year 
contract. 


CHINA VISITS 
COAST VOGUE 
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Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

Hollywood seems tc be hit hard 
by the Sino-Japanese war since 
Will Rogers got so much presswork 
of his trip. Richard Barthel- 
and Ronald Colman are the 
latest to decide to go over and doa 
little unofficial observing. 

Barthelmess leaves here Jan. 27 
for Vancouver, from which point he 
and Mrs. Barthelmess will sail for 
Shanghai. They will meet Colman 
there, latter coming on from Eu- 
rope, where he is vacationing, 

Douglas Fairbanks has the same 
idea, and several other directors and 
players seem to regard a trip to 
China as essential to social status 
as attendance at a Hollywood prem- 
iere. 


Mob Work Decreasing 
As Production Simmers 


Hollywood, Jan. 25, 

Extras remained out of luck last 
week, Even slightly worse off than 
the previous week. Daily average 
was 466 working and Monday (18) 
was peak day with work for 607. 

Set accounting for that high fig- 
ure was ‘Dancers in the Dark’ at 
Paramount, using 252 people in a 
dancehall scene. No other groups 
went over 90 during the week. 

Active features have been around 
a 25 total for two weeks, quickies 
included. This week starts off with 
20 filming and only five more in 
sight. 
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DOUBLE DEBUT 


U Will Launch Tala Birell in 2 
Contrasting Characterizations 








Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

Mindful of the mild receptions ac- 
corded the first talkers of Pola 
Negri, Talulah Bankhead and Lil 
Dagover, Universal is planning a 
double debut for its newest import, 
Tala Birell, 

She will be put into ‘Marriage In- 
terlude’ and ‘Mountain in Flame,’ 
playing distinctly different types in 
each. Idea is that one may click if 
the other fails. Plan is also to se- 
cure a quick decision on the style 
of role most suitable to the foreign 





girl. 


~—_—  —__—— 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
Major studios have applied the 
axe to 30 featured and supporting 


players in the past month, 
Companies seem to have decided 


that name players without star 


status are mostly overhead when 
carried throughout the year on con- 
tract. Most of these players, studios 
believe, will still be available when 
needed, 
One 


under 


plant has had three players 
contract for the past year at 


a total annual salary of nearly 
$150,000, One has been in three 
pictures, the others in four. For 


the year they have averaged just 
seven working weeks. This case is 
not isolated, it holds true in most 
studios. 


Radio Letouts 


Radio’s drops have been coming 
regularly during the past weeks. 
Ivan Lebedeff, Roberta Gale, John 
Darrow, Morgan Galloway, Hugh 
Herbert, Mary Astor and Marion 
Shilling have entered the crowded 
ranks of free lance players. 

Frank Albertson, Marguerite 
Churchill, Virginia Cherrill, George 


Stone, Fifi Dorsay and Maureen 
O'Sullivan are no longer regulars 
at Fox. 

Peggy Shannon, Allan Vincent, 


Anna May Wong, Marjorie Gateson, 
Mitzi Green, Buddy Rogers and 
Dorothy Tree have been dropped by 
Paramount. 

The studios are now looking over 
the contracts of character players, 
such as Ernest Torrence and Mar- 
jorie Rambeau, dropped by Metro, 
to see whom they can get along 
without, In the case of these play- 
ers most of them are so hard to 
cast that their chances of being 
profitable to the studio, while un- 
der term contracts, are deemed to 
be scant. 


M. P. CLUB RAIDED ON 
MEMBER’S LETTER TIP 


The Motion Picture Club, in the 
Bond Building, New York, was raid- 
ed by Federal agents yesterday af- 
ternoon (Monday). The boys 
grabbed 23 bottles of stuff they 
claim isn’t legal. They also took 
along a number of employees. 
Understood that a club member 
inspired the raid through a signed 
letter to the agent, who would not 
reveal his identity. 

Late afternoon brought report 
that Lee Ochs was supplying bail 
for the employees. 
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Joe Bernhard Explains How 


Man Can Operate 
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Biblia 
WB Theatre Circuit 


With but Slight Prior Experience 





tae ae acs 4 
Joe Bernhard, Warners’ theatre Temperament Depresh 
head, has stirred up more gossip 
and speculation in the trade prob- ‘ 
ably because he is the first Hollywood, Jan. 2 
business man to be made an active Extent to which tempera- 
picture executive overnight. To ment has been snuffed out in 
clear it all up, ‘Variety’ had a talk Hollywood in recent years is 
with Bernhard, and among others shown en Metro’s ‘Grand Ho- 
presented to him these questions: tel’ set. Working fairly peace- 
How can a real estate operator fully side by side are Greta 


become the head of a large theatre 
circuit overnight and expect to reg- 
ister success within a single month? 

What does the average business 
man know about showmanship, and 
how soon can he be expected to ac- 
quire such a knowledge? 

Reports for some time have been 
that the Warners are losing $200,000 
weekly in their theatre operation, 
and the idea in bringing you in is to 
liquidate. Is that true? 

What do you think, from your 
month’s experience in theatre ope- 
ration, is most necessary for the 
success of circuit operation? 

What do you think of vaudeville 
in picture houses? 

What are your ideas about 
atre economy? 


the- 


Bernhard’s Answers 


This is what Joe Bernhard has to 
say to the industry in answer to the 
questions: 

‘The industry is in such shape 
right now that it needs to forget all 
about precedents.’ In this respect 
Bernhard made it plain that good 
business judgment works just as 
well in show business as in any 
other industry, and that possibly 
showmen too long have adhered to 
the tradition that only showmen 
can be successful in the show world. 

‘I don’t know what existed before 
I came in, but I do know that since 
I have been in the Warner circuit, 
today it is not losing one cent. It 
has been and is my policy to re- 
move the evils which I have found, 
and encourage the good.’ 

About liquidating, Bernhard de- 
clared: 

‘You may make this as clear as 
you want to. There is absolutely 
no thought in the Warner organiza- 
tion of liquidating its theatres. If 
possible, we will add to our present 
holdings by acquiring standing the- 
atres in good locations which are 
available.’ 

As to closing houses, the Bern- 
hard reply is: 

‘l have not closed a single house. 
Instead I have opened six houses 
which were dark when I came in, 
and I am preparing to reopen 12 
others.’ 

Vaude 


On the matter of vaude and pic- 
ture policies, Bernhard stated he is 
leaving that issue up to the public. 
So far, his fan policy tests have 
caused him to put vaude in 12 
houses that showed only pictures, 
and pictures in one house that went 
for vaude. 

On the issue of the best policy for 
a chief theatre operator, Bernhard 
stated he had found in just a month 
that co-operation and confidence of 
the field force—the same as in every 
other business—was most essential, 
and the best kind of economy. 

About himself, Bernhard said that 
the theatre was not entirely foreign 
to him. Before entering the Warner 
saddle he erected and opened seven 
theatres for the old Stabley com- 
pany. 


Bernhard requested ‘Variety’ to 
ask him another question. This 
was: 


‘Why do you work in New York 
and live in Philadelphia?’ 

Bernhard replied: 

“Whoever wrote that in your pa- 
per didn’t know what he was writ- 
ing. Since I have had this job I 
have lived_in. New. York and put in 
17 and 18 hours.a.day at my desk. 
I don’t like that commuting idea to 
get out because it gives the people 
in the. field the impression they 
should watch. the clock, which is 
just the. opposite of. what I am 
preaching... As a matter of fact my 
family is moving in from Philadel- 
phia to. New. York this week.’ 





Dorothy Lee and Doctors 
Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
Dorothy Lee is going to the lhos- 
pital for observation. 
It’s to see if an operation for ap- 
pendicitis is necessary, 


Garbo, John and Lionel Barry- 
more, Joan Crawfod, Wallace 
Beery and Jean Hersholt. 
Except for a pre-picture ruf- 
fling of Beery, who didn't want 
to ‘support’ Garbo, and minor 


bickerings, the names are 
working ‘iogether minus loud 
outbursts. Four or five years 


ago it would have been impos- 
sible even to get so many stars 
on the same set, much less 
give and take in a picture. 











Plans Proceed 
To Give Chi New 


Censor Lineup 


Chicago, Jan. 25. 
New setup for the censorship out- 
fit here is taking shape as the film 
row committee on the problem is 


gathering plans for its appeal to 


Under- 
new alignment 


Mayor Cermak for relief. 
stood that the 


censors will see the slashing of the 


for 


present board from eight to three 


members, and an appeal board of 


two outsiders to handle disputes. 


Committee of exchange men and 
circuit operators is proceeding cau- 
tiously, taking care in formulating 
its plan for presentation to the 
mayor. Two meetings were held last 
week and more are scheduled early 
this week. Actual conference. with 
the mayor will be held later. Mayor 
Cermak is already cognizant of the 
activities of the film men in seeking 
relief from the thoughtless picture 
slashing by Mrs, Effie (‘Pinkie’) 
Sigler, and kas indicated that he 
will regard favorably any plan of- 
fered by the film industry for the 
bettermnet of the present admit- 
tedly despotic censorship system. 
In event of the cutting of the 
board to three members, Mrs. Sig- 
ler will remain on the force, since 
by the regulations those removed 
must be the last to be appointed. 
But the power of Mrs. Sigler will 
be chopped completely, since the 
exchanges will be in a position to 
appeal ruthless snipping of prints 
t. the appeal board. 


Allied-Hays Breach Widens 
Over Wash. Tax Hearings 





A breach between Allied Exhib- 
itors and the Hays Organization 
has been so widened during the 
past week that Hays men are de- 
claring they will never again sit in 
conference with members of the in- 


die group. 
The Washington tax hearing is 
largely responsible for precipitat- 


ing what now amounts to an open 
break. Also, the status of the 5-5-5 
contract and arbitration, complicat- 
ed by the resignation from Para- 
mount of S. R. Kent, is now ad- 
mitted all the more involved. For 
this, however, hope for April adop- 
tion in the industry is still retained 
among producer representatives. 





Ballyhoo for Negri 


RKO will pull a Hollywood in 
connection with the opening of 
Pola Negri’s ‘Woman Commands’ 


(Radio) at the Mayfair. New York, 
this Thursday (28), doing a broad- 
cast from the street. 

Preparations are under way to 
make the opening as near a dupe 
of Coast premieres as possible 
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Product Shortage Gives 
British-Made Bockings 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

Warners will probably release its 
English made picture ‘Murder on 
the Second Floor,’ in this territory. 
Preview of the film was held here 
Forum theatre for Jack 
and it was admitted the 
dialect wasn’t understood 
in many scenes. Shortage of prod- 
uct, however, is expected to cinch 
the film’s release in this sector. 

‘Murder on the Second Floor’ will 
be the first of Warners’ British 
made productions released here by 
its own distribution department. It 
was filmed at the Teddington 
dio. Picture has been seen 
eral spots in the east. 


Experiment Abroad 
With Cellophane as 
Film—Not Perfected 


Reports that foreign picture pro- 


at the 
Warner 
cockney 


stu- 
in SeV- 








ducers are experimenting with cel- 
lophane as a substitute for regular 


film stock have aroused the inter- 


est of American film makers. The 
picture men are even conducting 


an investigation. 
Reports of experts are that ex- 


periments with cellophane have 
been attempted but unsatisfactor- 
ily so far, with enormous strides 
to be made before such film can be 
considered practical. Official re- 
port of investigators states: 

‘The image on this film is not ob- 
tained from a silver emulsion, but 
from the action of light and a com- 
bination of dye stuffs. After print- 
ing, which requires a very intense 
light, and even then is rather slow, 
the film is developed with ammonia 
gas or some related compound. The 
final image, purely a dye image, 
has not, according to our informa- 
tion, approached in photographic 
quality that obtainable from the 
regular silver emulsion type of film. 

‘In addition to this, we under- 
stand that the cellophane type of 
film, being less strong mechanically 
than the present film, necessitates 
the use of special projectors sub- 
ject to a number of limitations. 

‘In some demonstrations which 
have been given in Europe, a great 
deal of trouble has been encounter- 
ed in keeping the image from float- 
ing up and down on the screen dur- 
ing the course of projection.’ 


Sam Morris Will Resume 
Charge of WB Distribution 


Sam Morris returns from Europe 
in another week with his original 
power of general managership re- 
turned to him, Reports that deals 


are being renewed by W. B. for Al 
Lichtman, of United Artists, are 
dismissed by Warner officials. 

The Morris status was made cer- 
tain by the resignation of E. E. Al- 
person as distribution head last 
week, 

Upon the exit of Alperson, Albert 
Warner made certain the Morris 
stand by announcing that the post 
of general sales manager would be 
kept vacant until Morris returned 
and aided in the selection of an ex- 
ecutive. The major is meanwhile 
pinch hitting until Morris’ arrival. 

Prior to Morris’ return, the east 
and western sales divisions are be- 
ing retained by A. W. Smith, Jr., 
and Gradwell Sears respectively. 


Charlot’s Pal Quits 


Carlyle Robinson, p. a. and travel- 
ing companion of Charlie Chaplin, 
has quit. He left for the Coast 
Saturday (23) without announcing 
future plans. 

It isn’t the first time that he and 
Chaplin have parted company. In 
the past Chaplin has always called 
him back, 

















Sues Over Patent 


Los Angeles, Jan. 25. 

William F. Adler is suing Colorart 
for recovery of patent on a third 
dimension camera. 

Adler charges that this, with 
other patents, was turned over to 
the company in return for a job 
and 13,5¢0 shares of stock with 





neither forthcoming 
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Hertz Favors Percentage, Giving 
Hope to Publix House Managers 





Idle Talent 





Anyone having the coin, idea 
and desire could put a pretty 
fair personnel together for an- 
other picture company from 
among the recent letouts or 
resignations in the business. 

A hasty glance at the list 
would register S. R. Kent, Jeff 
McCarthy, H. B. Franklin, E. 
E. Alperson, Howard Sheehan, 
Walter Wanger, Ernst Lubitsch 
and E. V. Richards, who has a 
Paramount contract but is in- 
active under it and is at liberty 
to contract elsewhere. 











RADIODROPPING 
PATHE ROOSTER 





The Pathe name is to be dropped 
over here as a trademark on fea- 
ture length product. It will remain 
on the newsreel. 

Brought over. originally from 
France where the Pathe Brothers 


established it, and who later estab- 
lished it in the States, the rooster 
will pass, Decision has been 
reached that henceforth RKO will 
have one program of pictures to be 
officially known as RKO-Pathe. 
Product will carry that title and 
be merchandised as such. 

Under this welding of production 
and distribution, the RKO-Pathe 
stars, including Ann Harding, Helen 
Twelvetrees, and Constance Bennett 
will become RKO-Radio names. 
Decision is effective immediately 
on all product to be made and go- 
ing out of the studio for release. 
Main titles of some pictures in ex- 
changes and ready to go on play- 
dates, may be changed in accord- 
ance with the new trademark. 





SARNOFF’S INTEREST 


Displaying Personal Concern Over 
RKO—Meetings in Offices 





David Sarnoff, president of RCA 
and chairman of the RKO board, is 
displaying an active personal in- 
terest in the direction of RKO in 
general these days. Meetings held 
by Sarnoff in the Palace theatre 
building of late are reported hav- 
ing been attended by various RKO 
execs, 
RCA is the reported guarantor of 
the latest advance to RKO of ap- 
proximately $11,000,000. The total 
amount is believed now held by the 
original source of the initial loan of 
$6,000,000, the Commercial Invest- 
ment Trust. In with the C. I T. 
on the RKO advance is reported the 
Chemical Bank and its subsidiary 
for around one-half of the whole, 
Hiram Brown, RKO president, is 
now on the Coast trying to super- 
vise the Radio Pictures studio out 
there. It is not reported whether 
Sarnoff is temporarily acting for 
the absent pres., or on his own. 
Report does say Sarnoff is becom- 
ing thoroughly informed on all 
angles of RKO direction, east and 
west, including its picture com- 
panies. 


‘PROCESSIONAL’ UP AGAIN 
Hollywood, Jan. 25. 


John Howard Lawson’s arty play. 
‘Processional,’ is on the fire again 
at Universal. 

Previously got several turndowns, 
but Junior Laemmle now seems to 
have a desire to try it. 


WB BUYS FRENCH PLAY 
Hollywood, Jan. 25. 


Radio has bought a French play. 


‘Lame Dog Inn,’ by Laszo Bus 
Lekete. 


J. Walter Rubin, who is writing 
idaptation and dialog will direct. 





‘Scarface’ Now ‘The Menace’ 

Howard Hughes’ ‘Scarface’ 
received another title. 
is ‘The Menace.’ 

Picture was also previously called 
‘The Shame of the Nation.’ Finally 
after a special preview last week it 


has 
This time it 





was deemed ‘censor proof.’ 


= 


+ 





John A. Hertz is said to favor a 


percentage arrangement of division 


in any capacity between capital anda 
labor. This mainly arises 
Hertz, from accounts, his 
experience with the Yellow Cap 
company of Chicago whose drivers 
worked on a percentage basis. 
With the 


Within 
through 


same system applicable 


to theatre house managers, Publix 
employes who favor the percentage 
plan of theatre operation believe 
they will have with them Hertz 
who, as chairman of Paramount- 


Publix finance committee, will be a 
most persuasive personage for such 
a system. 


It is not stated that the matter 
has come up as yet with Publix, 
excepting in a cursory manner 


which got nowhere. In circuit thea- 
tre circles the only general opera- 
tors favoring the percentage system 
outright are said to be the Skouras 
brothers. The Skourases are said 
to look upon the percentage system 
as equitable and an added incentive 
for the house manager. 


Better Managers? 


Other than that one or another 
of the Skouras brothers here or 
there have talked percentage with 
prospective managers of their 
houses, it is not known for a cer- 
tainty that the Skouras have 
tered into any such deal. 
Chain operators are reported to 
dislike the percentage idea at this 
time as dangerous to showing up 
regulation operaiion. Feeling is 
that a house manager willing to 
zamble on his income through a 
percentage deal will make a show- 
ing that is apt to reflect upon the 
routine salary manager. 


‘Queen Kelly’ May 
Get U. S. Release, 
Film Minus Dialog 


First non-dialog drama to be re- 
leased since the industry threw out 
silents may be ‘Queen Kelly,’ with 
Gloria Swanson. Taken off the shelf 
after nearly three years, it has been 


placed into shape for distribution by 
United Artists. It carries a musical 
score and sound effects but no 
dialog. 

Joseph M. Schenck, who recently 
expressed himself as confident 
silents would find a large following 
if brought back now, is said to be 
anxious to test his theory with 
‘Kelly.’ 

Print came east last week and 
was looked at by United Artists of- 
ficials and others. So far a decision 
has not been reached as to distribu- 
tion of the synced production in the 
States. It’s set for foreign market- 
ing, at least. Negative cost of 
‘Kelly’ is placed at around $800,000, 


HUGHES’ ‘SKY DEVILS’ 
IN GAIETY OR COHAN 


Yesterday (25) Howard Hughes 
was dickering for either the Gaicty 
‘Sky 


en- 











or Cohan on Broadway for his 
Devils,’ comedy air sounder. 
Hughes’ intention is to give the 
picture a Broadway start at 75c on 
a five-show-daily grind. Picture will 
release as usual with Hughes’ talk- 
ers, through United Artists. 





Bring in J. C. Bolger 
As Par Realty Head 


An executive post in Paramount- 
Publix has been filled from the out- 
side rather than through promo- 
tior from the ranks, traditional witi 
Par, in appointment of James C. 
Bolger to succeed the late Theodore 
C. Young at the head of the real 
estate department. It’s the first im- 
portant niche in Par to be filled 
by an outsider in some time. 

Bolger has had no theatrical or 
film experience. His bacxground 
includes executive chain post in the 
cigar, candy and perfume fielts. 
Three years ago Bolger retired, 
his post with Par bringing him bac'< 
to activity. Prior to his citar and 
other chain connections, Bolger’s 
early training was in the real es- 
tate field. 
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FOX RECANTS ON LET- OUTS 





Welching, Repudiation, Burkan’s 


View of Fox's 


Move to Breach 


Contracts; Wanger Case a Test 





Declaring that ‘welching and re- 
pudiation’ is the order of the day 
jn the film industry and is shatter- 
ing its very roots, Nathan Burkan, 
attorney for five picture executives 
whose contracts are among those 
repudiated by Paramount and Fox, 
lays the trouble to frenzied finance 
and terms it ‘the thing 
which has occurred in the history of 
the motion picture business.’ 

In his interview with a ‘Variety’ 
reporter, Burkan first 
warning to all exhibitors that con- 
tracts for next year’s product are 
not worth the paper they are writ- 
ten on unless sanctioned by the 
board o: directors. 

In the same breath, however, the 
lawyer, whose office is now shared 
by Emil Ludvigh, for 20 years gen- 
eral counsel for Paramount and the 
first of the old P-P line to with- 
draw, declares that regardless of 
what may be written in the policy 
of a company, that organization is 
legally estopped from attempting 
to repudiate the actions of an ex- 
ecutive in whom it has vested a 
publicized authority. 

That Paramount established the 
repudiation precedent for the in- 
dustry, which Fox is now following, 
with the Wanger contract tear-up, 
is ¢harged by Burkan. That the 
Wanger case now will test for the 
entire industry the latest repudia- 
tion policy as followed by Fox is 
also revealed by the lawyer. 

Contractless Era 

Prior to seeking Burkan ‘Variety’ 
found executives in the Fox home 
office questioning the legality of 
the company seeking to pull out of 
contracts by resorting to the fi- 
nance committee and directorate 
affirmation of the signature of the 
company executive making the con- 
tract. 

In other neutral parts of the in- 
dustry, the same status was being 
questioned. These, however, took 
the slant that the industry was for 
entering a contractless era with the 
major number of its executives, 
similar to that in banking and rail- 
road industries. ‘ 

Mr. Burkan in his statements de- 
clared: 

‘A corporation that repudiates a 
contract made with a person they 
put in a very important position, 
who openly exercises a wide and ex- 
tensive power and who in the 
course of the exercise of those 
powers, makes contracts, that com- 
pany by so doing makes those con- 
tracts binding on the corporation. 

‘The directors cannot sit silently 
by—clothe an office with apparent 
authority—receive and benefit by 
the contracts he makes—and then, 
at their pleasure, repudiate such a 
contract. 


saddest 


records a 


No Escape 


‘The other and innocent party of 
the contract is always bound. He 
cannot repudiate; and neither can 
the corporation escape, particularly 
in a case where it has received 
benefits under the contract. 

‘This spirit (repudiation) is born 
of frenzied finance. It is the sad- 
dest thing that has happened in 
the history of the motion picture 
industry. It is putting a premium 
on contract dodging. It has pro- 
duced chaos and disorder. 

‘No contract by an actor, camera- 
man, director or any of the per- 
Sonnel of a picture company can 
now be entered into without the 
Production of a resolution of the 
board of directors of the company. 
if these companies can maintain 
their claims. 

‘The picture companies have been 
M-ady ised and are putting obstacles 


\ the way of transaction of orderly 

Usiness, 
‘They hive shattered the 

Maiions of the industry. 


very 
Like 





{~ PUBLIX’S STOCK TROUPE 


Takes Over Denham Troupe, Den- 
ver, and Will Play It West 


Denver, Jan. 25. 
Denham stock closed Saturday 
night (23) and Publix took over the 


3en Ketcham and George Cleve- 
land plan to return here in the fall 
with another stock. 

Business the last two weeks has 
been good, but the stock managers 
thought it best to quit with 20 
weeks at profit rather than to stay 
40 and chance a loss. 


MAJORS BIDDING 
FOR INDIE 
PRODUCT 





Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
Product shortage that has forced 
producer - controlled circuits to 
share show-windows with inde- 
pendents, is about to open to the 


indies their most concrete oppor- 


tunity in years—an 

in the major release programs. 
Radio and Universal are among 

the first bidders for indie output 


to fill in the ‘program’ items and 
permit the home lot to concentrate 
on fewer and better. 


Condensed Schedules 
Minimum production responsibil- 
ity on the major lot will eliminate 
the helter-skelter attempts to cope 


with over crowded schedules, and 
the resultant slipshod product that 
eats at trademark value. 

Tremendous _ studio overheads 
have acted to crowd all the produc- 
tion possible on one lot, with the 
shortage of capable executive tim- 
ber requiring a multiple supervision 
in which films suffered in quality. 

Overhead is to some extent be- 
ing lightened by consolidation cf 
studios, such as in the elimination 
of the Pathe lot in Culver City and 
the Fox lot in Hollywood. 


Finance 


Independents won't have to pass 
up the opening opportunities for 
lack of finance. Phil Goldstone, one 
of the organizers of the Independent 
Producers’ Association, is bank- 
rolling many directly, and discount- 
ing paper for others. Money is now 
available from other sources as 
wider outlets for the indies are ap- 
parent. 

The indies association in the new 
line-up occupies a keystone posi- 
tion, and will bend its efforts to 
standardize indie production condi- 
tions, and iron out various petty 
snags which the solo producer nas 
been up against. 

First breach into which the in- 
dies will step is the merged Radio 
program, which was behind 14 pic- 
tures on the Radio end and four 
on the Pathe side. 


assured place 





in every business it is confidence. 
An exhibitor buys his product sight 
unseen because he has confidence 
in the company with which he is 
dealing. 

If Adolf Zukor had no authority 
to contract Walter Wanger—if Har- 
ley Clark had no authority to sign 
Sheehan — by what right then 
would the ordinary, every day sales 
manager have authority to sign up 
the exhibitor? 





og 


WURTZEL ON JOB) 


_——— 


| Al Rockett Also Gets ‘Par- 
don’ Note—Tinker Com- 
panions Wurtzei on Trip 
West—Industry Fights Is- 
sue of Repudiation of 
Trade Agreements 











company at a flat price for several | 


of its Colorado houses and a few} 
dates between here and Los An- 
geles. 


COAST VIEW 


Fox heads are reported as having 
despatched follow-up notes to the 
10 men receiving the first letters 
regarding their contracts. These 
second epistles ask the executives 
so addressed to ignore the first 
letters which were signed by E. R. 
Tinker, Fox president. 

Al Rockett, in charge of the coast 
studios during the absence of W. R. 
Sheehan and Sol Wurtzel, received 
one of these ‘pardons’ while authen- 
tic information has the Fox com- 
pany having already arbitrated and 
made a cash settlement with Buddy 
DeSylva, acting as associate pro- 
ducer at the studio. DeSylva gets 
the script back he was working on 
for Janet Gaynor and stays east to 
write a show with Arthur Schwartz, 
composer of ‘Band Wagon’s’ score. 


An arrangement is also un- 
derstood to have been reached be- 
tween the firm and Wurtzel where- 
by this production exec will return 
to the coast for Fox and will make 








DESYLVA SETTLES lf Skouras Acquires F-WC 


Gives Operator Over 500 





Doin’s Thi 
s Week 
This week is expected to see 
some real doings in the busi- 
ness end of the picture busi- 
ness, that will also affect the 
involved studios, 


Possible changes are sug- 





gested by the news stories. 


RKO'S 10% CUT 
NOW GENERAL 


A 10% cut for all RKO theatre 
and home office employees goes into 
effect Feb. 1. Everybody, from the 
office boys and stenogs up and in- 
cluding the theatre ushers, will take 
the slice. 

Estimated saving for the circuit 
will be around $12,000 a week or 
over $600,000 a year, if the reduc- 
tion remains effective that long. 








Three weeks ago a previous 160% 
RKO cut affected execs only. They 
will not be included among those 
cut Feb. 1. 


Wanger with Cohn, 
Said Possible If 








the trip accompanying Tinker. Full 
adjustment of his contract will be 
completed out there. Tinker, Wurt- 
zel and Dick Rowland left for the 
Coast together yesterday (Monday). 


Of the 10 Fox attaches who orig- 
inally read the first letter only eight 
are known. These are W. R. Shee- 
han, Sol Wurtzel, Oscar Oldknow, 
Harry Arthur, Clayton Sheehan, 
Raoul Walsh, Buddy DeSylva, and 
Henry King. The total amount con- 
cerned in these salaries is estimated 
at $1,000,000. How many of this 
octet had that first message count- 
ermanded, other than the individ- 
uals previously mentioned, is not 
known at this time. 

Excepting the contracts held by 
Arthur, Oldknow and Clayton Shee- 
han, their agreements having been 
signed by Harley L. Clarke, former 
Fox pres, the rest of the Fox ‘notice’ 
contracts were signed by W. R. 
Sheehan, Fox v. p., in charge of 
production. 

Pressure on Fox 

Pressure from within the film in- 
dustry was reported brought to bear 
on the Fox organization to reverse 
its stand in repudiating contracts. 
Proponents were confident that Fox 
would call in the letters to the con- 
tract holders who received those 
notes, 

Tne Paramount-Wanger case is 
held by high film me. as parallelling 
the Fox situation in but few re- 
spects. 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

Sol Wurtzel, by iIi.ng distance 
from New York, has ordered his 
lox salary checks held instead of 
deposited, 

Reason was discovery that his 
check had been ,iven a $500 cut, 
and he thought that cashing it 
would be legal acceptance, 

The Chase - to - Tinker - to-Coast 
letters, repudiating Fox contracts 
signed by vice-presidents, are caus- 
ing grave discussion within the 
Academy as to the effect upon the 
industry as a whole if the Fox posi- 
tion is sustained. 

If a contract signed by a v. p. is 
open to repudiation by a studio un- 
less ratified by a directorate, it is 
open to repudiation by a contractee. 
If contracts mean nothing as legal 
obligations, the business affairs of 





Joe and Jack Sell 


Walter Wanger becoming a Co- 
lumbia Pictures exec, in the event 
Harry Cohn buys out his present 
partners in the firm, is a possibil- 
ity. The proposed set-up is be- 
lieved being discussed and wculd 
place Cohn on the Coast in eharge 
of production anc Wanger in New 
York as talent and material picker. 

Another report has Wanger pos- 
sibly connecting with Radio in a 
production capacity. 

At present Wanger’s contract en- 
tanglement and suit with Para- 
mount is taking up most of his time. 





thing but a firm basis, is the trend 
of local opinion, 

Academy is strictly unofficial to 
date in considering the matter but 
states that it will deal with any 
issues raised in inter-membership 
relations. 


Guarded Statements 


Interest of the ‘Wall St. Journal’ 
and other financial papers in the 
point of contract validity, has led 
the Academy to great discretion in 
expressing opinions. Possible jeop- 
ardy of all producer-employe con- 
tracts if the Chase-Tinkering is 
sustained calls for the utmost deli- 
cacy in discussing the situation. 

Edwin Loeb, attorney for Winnie 
Sheehan and Sol Wurtzel, charac- 
terizes the Tinker letters as a tea- 
pot tempest which Fox banking in- 
terests and their legal advisors 
probably already keenly’ regret. 
Manifestations are the supplement- 
ary bulletins on the Fox lot tending 
to pour oil on the studio morale. 

A group of writers and executives 
under contract to other studios than 
Fox are talking of a protective or- 
ganization to handle contract diffi- 
culties. They are being advised by 
Charles Craddick, theatrical attor- 
ney who attempted a similar or- 
ganization some years ago. 





Ad Agency-Par Split 


The Hanff-Metzger advertising 
agency will cease to be advertising 
advisor for Paramount - Publix 
shortly, it is reported. 

That firm has been this picture 
and theatre company's display me- 





the picture industry are on any- 


dium for about seven years. 


Theatres and 50% of F&M 


* 


Deal for operation of the Fox- 
West Coast chain by Sypros Skour- 
as, under a long 


that 


term agreement 


similar to which applies for 


eastern Fox houses recently taken 


over by Skouras on a percentage 


basis, is reported 


progressing rap- 
idly. Skouras, confirming that it’s 


well under way, declines to predict 
mn papers may be signed 


When 


charge, or whether he intends an 


Skouras may take 


active 


early trip to the Coast, is not 


known. 

Reports are current that Skouras 
is already looking over possibili- 
ties in building up of an organiza- 
tion to operate F-WC, One is that 
L. J. Ludwig, who has been suc- 
ceeded as Publix’s divisional direc- 
tor over the midwest and north- 
west by Marty Mullins, is joining 
Skouras as one of his operating 
lieutenants. Another is that Eddie 
Alperson, who resigned from War- 
ner Bros. last week as its distribu- 
tion chief, may become Skouras’ 
general film buyer for F-WC. Both 
these reports are denied by Skouras. 


Operate From Coast 


Skouras would direct operation of 
I'-WC from Los Angeles under re- 
ported intentions, probably in 
company with his brother, George. 
Charles Skouras, in company with 
another eastern operator, who may 
be Si Fabian, will direct everything 
this side of the F-WC setup, in- 
cluding the 47 Fox-Metropolitan 
houses and the upper New York 
state Fox-Schine group, already un- 
der Skouras operation. 

In addition to the approximate 
80 Fox eastern houses, and the 21 
in the Skouras-Publix group, 
Skouras with the F-WC chain would 
be in operation of between 500 and 
600 theatres. As a national chain, 
he would be second only to Publix 
in coverage. 

With the transfer of F-WC opera- 
tion to Skouras under deal in nego- 
tiation, the entire Fox theatre 
chain, east and west, will have 
been divorced from the parent Fox 
Film organization, or has been 
dubbed, decentralized. Also if 
Skouras acquires Fox-WC, he auto- 
matically takes over 50% in Fan- 
chon & Marco which stage produc- 
ing firm is half owned by F-WC. 

Skouras continues to operate a 
Zroup of houses in New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania and Virginia under a 
partnership with Publix and will 
not give up these houses despite 
the branching out. Skouras has a 
contract with Publix covering these 
21 houses under the firm name of 
Atlantic States Theatres, Inc. Pub- 
lix recently gave Skouras permis- 
sion to expand on his own. 


$600,000 M-G Budget 
For Soviet Picture 


Culver City, Jan. 25. 
Soviet picture which has been in 
preparation at Metro for nearly a 
year will get expensive treatment 
if and when it starts production. 
Studio has set c¢ budget of $600,- 
000 for the film. Around $100,000 of 
this has already gone for work on 
the story, which Metro is being 
careful about to avoid later clashes 
over possible political objections. 
Metro isn’t in « hurry to do the 
picture. Present economie condi- 
tions is believed not the best in 
which to show such a film. 








Rogers and Ramish 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
Charles Rogers is now definitely 
off the Radio lot although his con- 
tract runs to Feb. 8. 
He is also reported here as con- 
ferring with Adolph Ramish, hig 
former backer, for financing a new 





company. . 
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3 Best Current Show Towns Named 
At United Protest of Theatre Tax 





Washington, Jan. 25. 


A 10% amusement tax on all 
theatres, proposed by the adminis- 
tration, brought out an army of 
counsel in protest when hearings 
were held this week before the 


House and Ways Committee. Thirty 
representatives of a notable line of 
enterprises, ranging from the film 
industry to outdoor amusements 
pleaded their case against a nuis- 


ance tax, so called. The proposal 
is to tax all admissions above 10 
cents. 


Cc. €. Pettijohn, of New York, for 
the picture business opposed the 
restoration of the war time admis- 
sion taxes. He laid before the 
committee that out of over 20.000 
theatres in the United States, 5,248 
have gone out of business within 
recent months. 


The entire story of the theatre 
men, was to the effect that the 
American theatre, especially pic- 


ture theatre, is on the skids. 

Aside from Pettijohn, the thea- 
tre men who testified were: M. A. 
Lightman, representing the picture 
theatres; Abram F. Meyers, who 
spoke for the Allied Theatre Own- 
ers; Ea, Kuyrendall, of Mississippi, 
representing picture owners, and 
Nathan Yamins. 

Aside from these men, there were 
representatives of the amusement 
parks, organized baseball, big and 
little leaguers, actors and bathing 
beach people, 

Best Show Cities 

Kuyrendall, who represents the 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America in Oklanoma, Mississippi 
and Tennessee, made a strenuous 
opposition to ‘any kind of a dis- 
criminatory tax on any kind of 
amusement,’ he didn’t care what. 
He pointed out that admission 
prices in the smaller towns are 
down to the danger point and any 
further recession of admission 
prices would mean the closing of 
additional theatres. 

As a complete survey of. the 
United States was made, showing 
business conditions in the various 
sections, it was brought out at, the 
hearing that Washington, D. C., 
stands at the top ef the picture 
business. The theatre business in 
Washington is so far ahead of all 
other cities that it cannot be ap- 
proached. This was attributed to 
the government payroll of $70,000;- 
000, which remains the same during 
all periods, during prosperity and 
depression. The nearby city of 
Baltimore was ranked second and 
the third best city was Seattle. 


U Starts Four 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 








Considerable activity at Universal 
this week with four features start- 


ing. 
Today (Monday) 
in the saddle again. 


ice on location 
Claudia Dell is Mix’s femme lead 
Ben 
Fox, is megging. 
‘Mountains in Flame’ 
Picture bought by Carl Laemmle 
also starts its Anglicized version. 
‘Night Club,’ 
Mae Clark, 
Hopton, 
Frances 
ley 
day 


Boris Karloff, Russel 
Dorethy Peterson 
Starr, 
directing, starts this Wednes 
(27). 


Dillon directing. 





Mascot’s ‘Mohicans’ 
Hollywood, Jan. 25. 


Serial version of ‘The Last of the 


Mohicans,’ pioneer classic by James 


Fenimore Cooper, will be the first of 
productions 


four Mascot episodic 
for 1932-33. Script is being pre- 
pared by John Francis Natteford. 
Nat Levine expects to put it in pro- 
duction the latter part of March. 

Four features will be produced by 
Levine this year in addition to his 
serial program. Lou Heifitz is 
working with Levine as material 
#cout. 





Nichols at Radio 
Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
Dudley Nichols engaged by Radio 
to meld old creation scripts with 
modern mystery story contributed 
by Edgar Wallace. 


sees Tom Mix 

‘Destry Rides 
Again,’ his first picture, breaks the 
in Mint Canyon. 


Stoloff, who directed Mix at 


German 


with Lew Ayres, 


and 
with Hobart Hen- 


‘Cohens and Kellys in 
Hollywood,’ Murray-Sidney comedy, 
also launches this week, with John 





ASTORIA’S WIND-UP 


Making 





10 by March 15—Final 





Features in Work 

Burns and Allen will do four, 
Rudy Vallee two, and Tom Howard 
two of the 10 shorts to be made 
between Feb. 1 and March 15, at 
Paramount's Long Island _ studio. 
Remaining pair of shorts on the list 
aren’t set for personalities. 
The shorts wind up all producing | 
at Astoria. 
In about two weeks Paramount 
will place ‘Sensation’ in production 
at Astoria with Edmund Lowe and 
Claudette Colbert heading the cast. 
It will mark free length production 
termination for the plant, all future 
features to be made in Hollywood. 
Stuart Walker, directing is re- 
ported engaged for this film only. 

‘The Wiser Sex,’ currently in pro- 
duction, will be finished in a week. 
Bethold Vietel is directing this 





Colbert-Tashman-Boyd item. 





Okla’s P. A. 





Dallas, Jan. 25. 
Lou Chatam, former g. m. for the 
Momand wheel in Oklahoma, slated 
for new job as p. a. for Okla, State 
Chamber of Commerce. 
Chatam is ex-newspaperman. 








N. Y. to L. A. 


Adrienne Ames, 
Preston Forster. 
Martin Mooney. 
Oscar Serlin. 
Al Newman. 
Martin Mooney. 





a A. to N. a. 
Chic Sale. 
Mrs. Harry Cohn. 
Dorothy Howell. 
Ralph Farnum. 
Eddie Buzzell, 
Sam- Bric'sin. 








Ist Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





(Week Jan. 29) 


Paramount—‘Tomorrow and 
Tomorrow’ (Par). 

Roxy—‘Rainbow Trail’ (Fox). 

Capitol—‘The Champ’ (Met- 
ro) (2nd week). 


Rivoli—‘Jekyll and Hyde’ 
(Par) (5th week). 
Strand — ‘High Pressure’ 


CWB). 
Mayfair—‘Woman Com- 
mands’ (Pathe). 
Winter Garden—‘Union De- 
pot’ (WB) (3rd week). 
Rialto—‘Cock o’ the 
(UA) (2nd week). 
Beacon—‘Menace’ (Col). 


Air 





Week Feb. 5 


Paramount — ‘Nice Woman’ 
(U). 
Roxy—‘Silent Witness’ (Fox). 
Capitol—‘Emma’ (Metro). 
Rivoli—‘Arrowsmith’ (UA). 
Strand—Old Man Minick’ 
(WB). 
Mayfair—‘Prestige’ 
Winter Garden — 
Man’ (FN) (3). 
Rialto—‘Cock 0’ 
(UA) (3rd week). 


(Pathe). 
‘Hatchet 


the Air’ 





$2 Pictures 
‘Hell Divers’ (Metro) (Astor) 
(6th week). 
‘Man 1 Killed’ (Par) (Cri- 
terion) (2nd week). 





Foreign Films 


‘Zwei Menschen’ (Cicero) 
(German) (Little Carnegie) 
(7th week). 

‘Road to Life’ (Amkino) 


(Russian) (Cameo) (27). 
‘Das Lied ist Aus’ (Associ- 
ated) (German) (Europa) (28). 
‘Das Ekel’ (German) (Ufa) 
(Cosmopolitan) (29). 











MULLINS’ TOUR 


Marty Mullins, new divisional di- 
rector at the home office for the 
midwest and northwest, will leave 
sometime this wek for an inspection 
tour of his domain. 

He'll be accompanied by 
Ludwig, whom he succeds. 


L. d. 





By Tom 


Visual Education 


Waller 


(Twenty-first of series of articles on motion pictures in the classroom.) 





For the past 300 years educators 
have been developing the text beok. 
Still it is far from perfect. So, 
how, asks Dr. A. Goldsmith, can the 
picture industry in a comparatively 
few days expect to reach the acme 
in visual education? 


Dr. Goldsmith happens to be in 
a class by himself. He is more than 
a scientist and an engineer, He is 
a college professor and = showman. 

With this blended perspective, 
Dr. Goldsmith sees film generally 
successful as an educational media 
and a part of the classroom cur- 
riculum when the picture industry 
and the educators meet on neutral 
and endowed territory. 


Not until this is realized, however’ 
does the Radio Corporation of 
America’s vice-president and gen- 
]| eral manager believe pictures will 
mean much in the life of the school 
child as a part of the daily routine. 


- First, some philanthropist or out- 
side group must be brought to rec- 
ognize that the establishment of a 
school film foundation is as meri- 
torious a gesture, if not more so, 
than the erecting of another mu- 
seum, 

The money move must come from 
without film and active educational 
circles so that it will be free of 
the taint of bias and prejudice in 
consequent usage; and so that edu- 
cators and picture people will be 
categoried from the start as just 
workman under a neutral authority. 

With such a foundation must re- 
pose major school picture produc- 
ing activities, 

The picture man must contribute 
his technique. The educator must 
donate his background and common 
knowledge of what the classroom 
actually needs. 


The Right Kind 


The finished product must not be 
entertainingly dramatic or boringly 








educational. In Dr. Goldsmith's 
estimation it must represent the 
seepings of a bitter, undisturbed 


battle between professor and picture 
man. Consequently, it is his frank 
belief, visual education, regardless 
of its foundation monetarily, will, 
if it is the right kind, be on a wail- 
ing—and—gnashing—of—teeth ba- 


sis. 


In certain parts of the picture 
business Dr, Goldsmith's declara- 
tions already have been recognized 
as the only means of successfully 
entering the classroom on any 
wholesale and permanent scale. 

To date the promises of inter-co- 
operation between industry and 
educator are admitted in their orig- 
inal status. The teacher, so far as 
interest in booking worth while and 
suitable subjects for her classes, is 
conceded more advanced toward film 
curriculum then the industry itself. 

The film industry admits having 
struck a snag in visual production. 
Conscripting professors and sound- 
ing out others; expending large 
sums in expensive surveys of na- 
tional classroom needs—the indus- 
try today has less than 100 class- 
room-designed (not re-made thea- 
tre subjects) pictures available for 
booking. Furthermore, it cannot 
promise more than these with good 
faith right now. 

In fact the film industry has few- 
er professor-advised talker class- 
room picture subjects than the 
schools today have talker equip- 
ment installations; it being esti- 
mated 200 of the schcols are wired 
to date, 

These facts, well known to visual 
education students within the pic- 
ture industry, were not touched 
upon at the convention of the Na- 
tional Board of Review in New 
York City last week. 

Although teachers were told they 
were backward and that educational 
formulae is ‘traditional, ancient, 
outworn and obsolete,’ they were 
not toid what some of those present 
have already expressed themselves 
as knowing: 

Provide the right kind of sub- 





jecis—first. 





—_—— 


Hollywood 





Briefly rewritten extracts from “Variety’s” Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
each Friday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regular 


weekly “Variety.” 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 


department. 





Mail-Order Films 
Mail-order distribution system for 
independent producers is being or- 
ganized by David Horsley, founder 
of the old MP Sales Co., and once 
Universal partner of Carl Laemmle. 





The mysterious Mr. 
at Universal turns out to be just 
Campbell McCullough preparing a 
scenario of studio activities for 
Henry Henigson. 


McCullough 





Montenegro Quits 
Conchita Montenegro is still on 
her way from Hollywood to points 
east, but her destination is now 
Spain instead of a Ziegfeld show. 
Latter arrangement was cancelled. 





U Wants ‘Frontier’ 
Universal has eyes on ‘Frontier,’ 
the ‘Cimarron’ sequel which was 
shelved by Radio. Also wants Wes- 
ley Ruggles to direct. 





Mann Gets Mann 
Transfer of the Mann circuit back 
to George Mann is being arranged 
in San Francisco by Neil McCarthy, 
H-F attorney. 





Hawaii Oke, Says Gov't 
Radio will make ‘Bird of Para- 
dise’ in Hawaii as first planned. 
Washington assured the studio that 
danger to white women in the is- 

lands was greatly exaggerated. 





Lobbies of the legit houses, where 
business has been brisk, are draw- 
ing flocks of peddlers and moochers. 





Small Town Vaude 
Former H-F houses in Oxnard, 
Pomona, Watts, and Compton, will 
try five acts of vaude Sundays on 
$100 budgets. Spots are now under 
the Westland banner (Bershon- 
Koerner-Goldberg). 





Tele Around Corner 

Annual dinner of the Downtown 
Business Men’s Association, held 
well uptown, featured a television 
demonstration. Apparatus was on 
view as advertised, but how it 
worked was explained by magic 
lantern. 





Collins’ L. A. Legit 
Arthur Greville Collins, back from 
his New Year’s week production of 
‘Cold in Sables,’ at the Cort, expects 
to produce ‘Shining Blackness,’ by 
Lulu Vollmer, at the Mason next 
month. 


Goldbeck Radio Super 
Willis Goldbeck, scenarist, moved 
over to Radio and becomes a super- 
visor. 





Tinker West Soon 
Edward Tinker is coming to 
Hollywood in February to study the 
operation of Fox studio and Fox- 
West Coast theatres. It will be his 
first visit since becoming Fox presi- 
dent, 





‘Five Friends’ Active 
‘Five Friends’ welfare plan at Fox 
has landed 25 former studio em- 
ployees, who were feeling the pinch, 
in jobs besides taking care of fam- 
ilies with sick members. Studio 
plans a benefit as soon as Will 

Rogers returns from Europe. 





David Biederman, former coast 
sales manager for Warners, has or- 
ganized Mission Pictures Co. to pro- 
duce novelty shorts around Cali- 
fornia’s missions. 





Ex-Prize Baby 
Joyce Coad, 17-year-old ingenue 
who came into pictures years ago by 
winning a baby contest, is in line 
for a Fox contract after her work in 
Tiffany’s ‘X Marks the Spot.’ 





Stock Overhauls 

National Stock Co., which closed 
at the Figueroa last Saturday, re- 
opened again Thursday with Jean 
Jostyn and Bruce B. Booth, two of 
the players, at the helm. ‘The Elev- 
enth Hour’ is their first bill. Al 
Kantor and his son Roy, former 
producers, left for New York, and 
Harry Leeland replaces Morrie 
Streeter as director. 





‘Sleeps’ Sleeper 
‘While Paris Sleeps’ is still sleep- 
ing at Fox. Finished six weeks ago, 
the Victor McLaglen-Helen Mack 
picture is still in the cutting process. 





Louis Stevens leaves Radio’s writ- 
ing staff in February to re-enter 
the fiction field. He sails from here 
Feb. 26 on the ‘Winnipeg’ for Havre, 
figuring to complete a novel on the 
30-day sea voyage. Stokes & Co. 
will publish, 





Sheehan Home for Sale 
Winnie Sheehan’s Beverly Hills 
home, which set him back $1,000,000, 
is up for sale. His brother, Howard, 
is handling the property. 


i 
Bancroft’s Russian 
‘On the Black Sea,’ George Ban- 
croft’s next for Paramount, is @ 
Russian story minus all Soviet 
reference. Story was bought two 
years ago but tucked on the shelf, 





Short-Term Notes 

Patricia Harper, Metro scenarist, 
is a possibility for the lead in ‘Re@ 
Headed Woman.’ Miss Harper, 21- 
year-old from Oklahoma City, was 
singing in a local cafe when she 
met director and convinced him 
she could write. 





Hervey at Par 
Harry Hervey arrived here Sate 
urday to write for Paramount. 





C. C.-Burr will produce ‘Midnight 
Patrol’ for Monogram, 





Garfield theatre, Alhambra, has 
been sold by Dana Hays to Laz- 
arus-Vinecoff circuit. Vaudfilm for 
the last half, booked by Meiklejohn. 


‘Free’ for Bennett 
‘Free to Love,’ Constance Bene 
nett’s next for Radio, will be 
megged by E. Ii. Griffith. Script 
by Horace Jackson and Jane Mure 
fin. 





WB Drops Bond 
Lillian Bond has been dropped by 
Warners after six months on the 
lot. 





60-Station Chain Off 
Telephone line charges have killed 
the proposed 60-station circuit here 
of small 100 watters. 
‘Lizzie’ in Full 
Cast of 


‘Lysistrata,’ which was 
closed by the cops last Tuesday, 
was paid in full for the week. 


Members offered to turn half of 
their salaries back to the producers, 
Morgan & Roberson, but the latter 
refused to accept. 





General Vargo de Lamairza of 
Mexico, if he finds that the picture 
Antonio Moreno has just directed in 
Mexico City is not historically eor- 
rect, will challenge Moreno to a 
duel. Gen. has heard that the pic- 
ture is plenty Hollywood and has 
voiced his protest in Mexican pa<« 
pers with typical Mexican reticence, 





Cut for Levee 
Paramount will renew Mike 
Levee’s contract as studio manager 
if he will take a cut. Contract has 
several months to go before option 
time. 





Week at the Paramount theatre 
at $500 for Ernie Pinckert, former 
USC grid star, with the footballer’s 
cartoon abilities being built into 
an act. 

Negri’s Vaude 

Pola Negri starts Feb. 5 for @ 
week apiece at the Paramount-Pub- 
lix houses in Chicago and St.-Louis 
at $5,000 per. Set by William Mor- 
ris agency. 





Multicolor’s Receiver 
Receiver in involuntary banke 
ruptcy for Multicolor, Ltd., is Wal- 
ter C. Durst, following petition of 
creditors. 
Release date for ‘Scarface,’ re- 
titled ‘Shame of the Nation,’ set for 
sometime in March by UA. Cutters 
now making ordered deletions. 








Beer Yen 
Civic organizations pulling strings 
to close the administration’s eyes 
so that this town can have brewery 
beer for the anticipated Olympic 
crowds. 





Fairbanks’ 

Script is being prepared for 

Douglas Fairbanks’ South Seas 

trip, with Earl Brown and Lotta 

Woods working with the star and 
possibly going along. 


Script 





Flavin for Bancroft 
Martin Flavin returned from 
three months’ leave of absence in 
the east to Paramount, where he 
was assigned to an origina] for 
George Bancroft. 


MacDonald’s Bids 

Metro wants Jeanette MacDonald 
for two pictures, but is waiting for 
Paramount’s’ consent. She’s due 
back at Par for ‘Love Me Tonight,’ 
with Chevalier March 14, and Par 
doesn’t believe Metro will finish ‘Red 
Headed Woman’ and ‘The Truth 
Game,’ for which it wants Miss Mac- 
Donald, by then. Universal also 
wants her for ‘Back. Street.’ 

Nat Ross dickering with Radio for 
short release for comedy series sim- 
ilar to the ‘Collegians’ he made at 
Universal. 








Olympics Won't Jell 
Ideas for features wrapped around 
the Olympic Games, on which almost 





(Continued on page 35) 
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Western Electric Into Radio Field 
And It Presages Battle with RCA 


+ 





Western Electric is entering the 


radio field. One of its first big jobs 


is the wiring of the Waldortf- 
Astoria with a six channel radio 
distributing system. 

An open battle between Radio 


Corporation of America and Western 
Electric now looms as the result of 
this latest W. E. activity which is felt 
in RCA high spots, to be a deliber- 
ate encroachment upon reserved ter- 
ritory. 

Western has made every attempt 
to keep its invasion of radio secret, 
but spokesmen finally conceded that 
it had the hotel. In the 


_ 


course of confirmation W. E. radio 
plans were revealed to include a na- 
tional hotel campaign on lines ex- 
ceeding in scope those of regular 
broadcasting interests. 

Western’s two subsidiaries, Elec- 
tric Research Products and Gray- 
bar are involved in this new radio 
activity. First subsid is understood 
to be doing considerable of the 
ground work, installing and solicit- 
ing, with Graybar manufacturing 
parts. 

Friction will likely center around 
the old cross licensing agreement 
between Western and General. Mon- 
day, however, Westernites main- 
tained that the receiving apparatus 
they are installing is strictly their 
own. They call it the ‘address 
plan.’ 


wired 


Rival Theatre Man 
Swears to Sunday 
Violation Warrant 


Y., Jan. 25. 
Thurston, magician, 
Conrad Holmes, RKO Proctor man- 
ager here, George Townsend and 
Herman Hanson, 
members of Thurston’s troupe were 
discharged in Police Court last 
week following their arrest charged 
with violation of the Sabbath. 

Guy Graves, secretary of Farash 
Theatres Corp., RKO’s local thea- 
trical rival, swore to the warrant, 
something believed unprecedented 


in show business. Graves testified 
that the show he saw Sunday (17) 
was a violation of the penal code 
forbidding Sunday shows and was 
substantiated by Charles Finberg 
and Frank Hutton, Farash employe. 

Thurston, on the stand, denied 
the violation and the court dis- 
missed the case. 

Fight arose over local Mayor 
giving RKO permission to stage 
full show Sundays for unemployed. 
Farash claims unfair competition in 
that gesture is subterfuge on part 
of RKO to get around the Sunday 
law and cites as proof the fact that 
the unemployed fund only got $50 
from the vaude house. Latter’s 
agreement is that 10% of the pro- 
ceeds above a certain amount go 
to the fund. 

Thurston advertised for a week's 
stay, opened in Troy, N. Y., Wed- 
nesday (20), proof that this is still 
just a three day town. And if 
further substantiation is necessary 
don’t forget this is the spot where 
they yanked ‘Frankenstein.’ 

Police Justice Fryer dismissed the 
charges against Howard Thurston, 
magician. 

What will follow in the fight be- 
tween RKO and the Farash firm is 
hard to tell. Understood that RKO 
will continue Sunday shows but 
in all probability will comply with 
the law and will be the same as 
has been given under the city or- 
dinance now in effect. 


Schenectady, N. 
Howard 


stagehands, and 





QUITTNER’S NEW TRY 

Joe Quittner, returning to inde- 
pendent exhibition with Max Rud- 
nick as a partner in operation of 
the Halsey, Brooklyn, will try to 
make vaudeville do part of the 
work. He's using five acts on a 
Split week, along with pictures, 
booked by Harry Lorraine. 

For years Quittner operated the- 
atres in Middletown, N. Y. Since 
that situation he has ad- 
hered to his private law practice in 
New York, 


leaving 





Due for Some Mail 


Dallas, Jan. 25 

Unsuccessful in previous at- 
tempts to plant herself as 
municipal censor, Mrs. toy 
Echols, local socialite, is round- 
ing up femme clubs in this 
section to formally protest so- 
called immoral flickers with 
Will Hays. 

This to be done via some 
10,000 personal letters to W. 
H. from as many members of 
parent - teacher associations. 
And the majority of these 
women are of the type who 
have nothing else to do but 
write long letters. 

Showing what can be 
to become a censor. 


done 














RKO Off 42d St. Idea, 
But Will Build at 23d 


RKO will not go 
deal for a lease on the 42nd street 
and Eighth avenue American the- 
atre property. It was proposed to 
build a 3,000-seater there. Since 
papers taking a long term lease on 
the property have not been signed, 


through on its 


deal is temporarily and, perhaps, 
permanently cold. 

RKO will, however, go through 
on erection of the combination 
house at 23rd street and Eighth 


avenue, the site of the old Grand 
Opera House. Lease and financing 
on this one, also to seat 3,000, has 
been arranged. Construction will 
probably get under way late this 


summer or early fall. No other 
building projects are in view by 
RKO. 





RCA Only Charging 16m. 
Producers $1 Per Print 


RCA Photophone’s policy in the 
16m.m. field is to charge the pro- 
ducer $1 per print for every film 


of this size using its recording sys- 
tem. Western Electric on the other 
hand, is reported demanding 7%% 
of the gross done by each print 
from producers using the Erpi sys- 
tem. 

While Photophone has announced 
the perfection of a home project- 
ing machine with sound on film, 
W. E. admits having only a home 
device that will lend itself to disc. 

In the educational field Photo- 
phone is also encouraging class- 
room production by cutting its 
royalty to one-fifth, or $100 a reel 
for these producers using 35m.m, 


Still Theatreless 


Brookline, Mass., Jan. 25. 

This wealthiest U. S. town is 
right where it was before citizens 
voted last year to lift the ban 
against the erection of theatres. It 
has no theatre and now none is in 
sight. 

Board of selectmen has auto- 
matically revoked the license of the 
Rawson Construction Co. to build a 
film house. Some time ago the 
board notified the company that if 
work did not commence by Jan. 14 
the license would be cancelled. 

In November the selectmen re- 
voked a permit granted Publix be- 
cause it also failed to start con- 
struction within the time stipulated 
by license. 








Riv-Rialto Bookings Set 
"Til Spring—2 Wks. Open 


Publix appears pretty well set for 
product for its twin New York runs, 
Rialto and Rivoli, for the balance of 
the winter. Picture lineup for both 
houses runs through to spring. 

Following ‘Cock O’ the Air’ (UA), 
current at the Rialto, tentative 
bookings are ‘Shanghai Express’ 
(Par) Feb. 4 and ‘Miracle Man’ 
(Par) March 17. Two weeks are 
open with a fill expected ahead of 
‘Miracle Man.’ 


Rivoli also has only two weeks 
open, the last two in March. ‘Sky 
Devils’ (UA) goes in Feb 4, ‘One 
Hour With You’ (Par) Feb. 18 and 


‘Man I Killed’ (Par), current at the 


B.&K.’S_ $1,500,000 


Chicago Circuit Profits Drop Only 
$750,000 In Spite of Depression 








Chicago, Jan. 25. 
For the fiscal year ended Dec. 27. 
1931, Balaban and Katz corporation 
and subsidiaries will show a net 
profit of about $1,500,000, after de- 
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Meeting: Film Stocks Do Nothing: 
Street Turns More to Upward View 





duction of charges including fed- 
eral taxes. 
On this basis it equals $5 a share | + ta eB en he 
on the common stock, on which Y t d ? P ° By AL GREASON 
dividends amount to $3 annually, | esteraay s rices Yesterday's (Monday's) was prob- 
after 7% preferred dividends come| . ably the least significant session 
off 100 Con. FI , 3% 3% 38% the stock market has seen in 
62 7 100 Con Fl pf. 101 10% 104 1 » r . " _ ‘ 
In the final count the net may 1900 Eastman OC agit Bits -" : months. Volume totaled less than 
reach as high as $1,700,000, figuring {800 Fox F.. ae 4 4 1,000,000 for the full length day, 
op - f . 500 Gen. Th. n.. y % y scarcely > Sz ay’s - 
on B&K’'s control of the Great 1200 Toew . ae ogi, oT}, o7%, + % “a arouts — ae eee ei 
States theatres, of which, until last 6800 Par.-P. ..... 10% 9% 9%+ % breviated two hours. Prices no- 
» a 200 Pathe esecee Sy § oy r 2 2 ge r@ ¢ 4 > j ‘nce P i us 
December, it owned only 30%. 200 Pathe Batic ae O18 oi, pcre a = tit = in re mc 
Net profit for the previous year 4700 RCA ....... T% Te T+ % . EI pie ” ve} ba ti x 
; eo @9 920 OF: » a aa 700 RKO ee 8% 5% 5% + % ien. Electric slipped to a fraction- 
ow a 7 ae ae, yer. 100 Shubert .... % _ ally new low for all time 
equal to $7.91 a share on 264,296 2000 W. B....:.. 9% % 3% age «Ohne Pas : 
shares of $25 par common stock. BONDS* U. 8. Steel directors meet today 
At the annual meeting of the BEK]|] $5000Gen. Th..... 5% 5 OS to act on the dividend. Market ox 
were ‘i we ee 1000 Keith ...... 49 49 49 pects the board to pay at least 50 
stockholders Austin C. Keough and enna taal) > cs 81 81 sl — gente, lowellan the rats Se 
F. L. Metzler were elected directors 2000 Par.-Fam. .. 52% 52 52 T} - lake if I xt 
cn ena ats 5 aannelos RKO 6s..... No sales 1at is a minimum. the paymen 
of the corporation to fill vacancies. - e.. See estes in tenn i¢ wit te 3 ish . times 
At the same time Sam Dembow CURB tl “m4 _ : pate pipettes 
: 2 ' 1e ast ay > wo c 
and Marion Coles were elected di- 200 Fox Th..... 1 % % % || the meal pian rs "* rn ae 
rectors to succeed Sidney R. Kent 200 Gen. Th. pf. 1 1 I ae seni be ] gree thy 
=a eS = eee 2 ee —_ | it seems fairly certain that the 
and Edward M. Bertha, who ze- * Sales and prices to 2:10 p.m company failed to earn its preferred 
ciensé. ompany fi ‘ s preferrec 
dividend and the disbursement will 
‘ e again be made out of surplus. 
SUE ON OPERATORS’ LICENSES} Cicero House Bombed Rats. acted. hater senmedier 
43 s - . or i. = , 9° . ° . 
Sioux City, Jan. 25. Chicago, Jan. 25. while the industrials about held 
Seven theatre owners and oper- Annette theatre, Cicero, local su-j their own. Early activity of the 


ators have joined in a suit to void 
the ordinance requiring all picture 


burb, badly damaged by bomb Sun- 
day which wrecked the entire front. 





and sound machine operators to be Benjamin Bartelstein blames 
licensed. union trouble telling police he had 
Hearing on the petition is sched- | discharged one union operator and 
uled this week before Judge|the other had quit and he himself 
Metzgar. was now operating the projectors. 








Inside Stuff—Pictures 


What is being complained against as one of the most complete breaches 
of business ethics, as well as an unprecedented abuse of the relative-of- 
the-big-boss angle in certain picture companies, is now rampant in one 
of the largest producer-theatre organizations which has other wide affili- 
ations. The complaints, which have been corroborated by executives 
within the organization, shape up this continuity of facts: 

Several weeks ago a man joined the organization. Employees within 
figured he was an efficiency snooper until he had his first interview with 
one of 50 vendors, when identification was established by himself, That 
he is a brother of the picture-theatre subsidiary’s boss was the first 
point he established in his propositioning, which since has become a 
routine. That he is not on the company’s payroll but that the company 
is giving him 5% of all he is able to slash off its expenses with the 
vendors. 

Most startling ,to the salesmen who have been interviewed was this 
third point. 

The boss’ brother had secured a list of prices that the company has 
been paying to the vendor company being interviewed. Before the 
interview, he had gone to competitive forces in the field, shown the 
prices, and listen to them make bids—if they amounted to but a few 
cents on a thousand throwaways. 

With this information on hand, after roundly criticizing the work of 
the vendor doing business with his company at present, the boss’ brother 
has, of some of the vendors, demanded that they kick over to him 5% 
of the gross turn-over, as well. 

When one representative, whose company does an average of $25,000 
yearly with the organization, said that the 5% would represent his 
livelihood, the boss’ brother is quoted as saying that he didn’t care where 
it came from. He’ have to have it—or else. 

That the issue will be on the carpet of the biggest bosses of the entire 
organization within another week is predicted. The brother has already 
made one bad bone. He has attempted to proposition one of the largest 
advertising agencies in the country. At the head of that agency is a 
man who is very close to the brother’s boss’ boss. 





Question whether coast picture agents have the right to take disputes 
with clients to the courts instead of submitting them to the California 
labor commission for arbitration is still moot, the one lawsuit quashed 
by raising the arbitration issue having involved a stage engagement. 

Ralph Blum and Harry Sokolov prepared a report for Joyce-Selznick 
on agency rights in the circumstances. The attorneys maintain that 
written contacts between agents and players are required specifically in 
the California law for theatrical engagements only, and that the act 
defines theatrical and motion picture engagements separately. This is 
assumed to permit agency suits over oral contracts with picture players, 
safe from demurrer that the law calls for a written contract bearing the 
arbitration clause, 

Blum and Sokolov point out that the section giving the commissioner 
of labor jurisdiction over the form of agency contracts names specific- 
ally theatrical agencies only. Charles Lowy, counsel for the Los Angeles 
office of the labor commission, maintains that picture agencies will be 
held to account on the same grounds, however. 

Although Warners officially deny getting out their own newsreel, indi- 
eations are that they are giving a crew of cameramen such a training 
that over night now they could be given, and know how to execute reg- 
ular news assignments. 

Covering a football game is held up by vet news execs as requiring 
a news knowledge of the highest order. The Tulane-Stanford feature 
length coverage is seen by these as one of the first steps toward material- 
izing a new reel, The second such assignment, the Washington Bi- 
Centennial, which all of the newsreels have covered in part, is regarded 
as confirmation to old newsreel men that the brothers are seriously 
intent upon getting into the reel field, 

Newsreel costs are minimized by prestige and advertising which such 
a reel affords its producer. With 500 theatres of their own the Warners, 
it is pointed out, can produce a reel of their own without economic fear. 

One of the things supposedly held against Winnie Sheehan by the 
bankers was his maintaining of Fox's two studios on the Coast, with two 
sets of exceutives and expense of operation between the two plants 
Bankers are reported of the idea that the Sunset Blvd. studio should 
have been vacated a year ago. 

One of first moves by D. E. McIntire on taking charge of the business 


end was the moving of all production to Movietone city. Move was so 


sudden the Movietone City lot was caught unprepared. Several employees | 





Criterion, is due April 7. 


(Continued on page 49) 


Reconstruction group is a point for 
the bulls, as also is the choice of 
Dawes to head the body, Dawes 
being a conservative banker by tra- 
dition, which discounts any idea of 
the so-called ‘mild inflation’ that 
Wall Street talks so much about, 

There was also a disposition to 
look forward to a better outlook on 
the railroad labor parley. Stocks 
in the Amusement group did prac- 
tically nothing. Loew was moved up 
above 28, but slipped back below 
27%, while Paramount ended the 
day with a net gain of %. Volume 
was unimportant in all cases. 
Bonds were dull and unchanged, 
which was unexpected since the 
wide open break in the Warner 
liens last week amounted to more 
than 7 points. 

Tough on Prophets 

Professional market forecasters 
were in a spot last week when six 
sessions left the price averages at 
a low for the movement away from 
the peak of last Wednesday (20). 


Market for the entire week had 
been almost exclusively in the 
hands of professionals and the 
chart students were fanning the 
air. 

Pretty much everybody in the 


customers’ rooms is bearish for the 
distant outlook, but there still is 
a feeling that the market’s bull 
sponsors have demonstrated their 
ability to strong arm the list. upr 
ward, and there seems to be an 
edge upon the long side for the 
next move, based entirely upon the 
tradition that prices normally make 
some sort of a peak after the middle 
of February. In other words the 
chart line so far since early De- 
cember has parallelled the graph 
of both 1931 and 1930. Counting 
from the ’29 peak in September of 
that year, the market trend has 
been down continuously for 28 
mpnths, and the time element is in 
favor of the bullishly inclined, The 
longer depression continues, the 
nearer at hand is the turn. That 
doesn’t prove anything about the 
next movement, of course, but it 
does mean that it ought to be easier 
for powerful interests to force re- 
current rallies from the low levels 
prevailing after 28 months of de- 
flation. 

The market has another intang- 
ible bullish influence. During the 
days of skyrocketing prices, Wall 
Street pushed stocks up and then 
unloaded on the outsiders. What 
there is left of an outside trading 
element is of the same character 
as that of 1928, except that then 
they bought stocks on manipulated 
rallies, while now they sell them 
short on breaks. ‘ 

There is no possible way to tell 
what the extent of the outside short 
interest, but there is a good deal of 
logic to the argument that many 
bull pools are depending on the out- 
side speculator on the short side 
to unload upon, and it is altogether 
possible that the break of late last 
week was deliberately engineered 
to attract short sellers. 

Bad News in Theatres 

The week brought out quite a 
budget of news affecting the pic- 
ture issues and it was all bad news, 
Most important of all was the 
resignation of Sidney Kent from 
Paramount, of which he was vices 
president and general sales man- 
ager. He was counted in the trade 
and downtown as one of the most 
valuable men there was in the old 
showman personne! of the industry, 

His departure from Paramount 
was thoroughly bearish, suggesting 
as it did the probabilities of other 
changes in the official line-up of 
| that concern, and confirming Street 
| gossip about factional differences 
lover company policies within the 
(Continued on page 10) 
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Depot’ Styled Action Film and 
Studio Mob Flock for $21,000; 
Otherwise, L. A. Pretty Quiet 





ree i ee 


Los Angeles, Jan. 25. 

Of chief interest to local iimdom 
eut here currently is Warners’ 
‘Union Depot.’ This got away to a 
$3,000 premiere in the Hollywood 
and is headed for a big $21,000. 
They spread the traffic ropes and 
turned on the flood lamps for ‘Depot’ 
with a strong word-of-mouth radi- 
ation immediately establishing a de- 


mand. What concerned the studio 
bunch was that there was on view 
a motion picture that had motion. 
Out here they have not entirely 
muffed that omission so significant 
in the last annum’s product of all 
companies and so much discussed 
in the east. 

There was a disposition on the 
part of Fox-West Coast to be grate- 
ful that ‘The Guardsman’ was do- 
ing fairly well, if not mopping up, 
at Loew’s State. But in this case 
there was an interrogation on the 
cause of the business since Fanchon 
& Marco’s unit is headed by Betty 
Compson. To her must be granted 
some measure of the credit for the 
anticipated $22,000. If such things 
could be exactly gauged it might 
be that the Compson presence de- 
serves full recognition since Lunt 
and Fontanne might just bea couple 
of realtors as far as the sunkist 
brethren are aware. ‘Emma’ at $15,- 
000 in its second week after a $20,- 
000 opener is plenty oke. 

A quick yvlance over the remainder 
of the list other than the attractions 
mentioned develops nothing to write 
headlines about. Local theatre trade 
steers a course of fair to middling, 
with maybe a tinge of floppo here 
and there. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Fox) (2,028; 50-$1.50)— 
‘Hell Divers’ (M-G) and stage show 
(5th-final week). Should hold to 
$15,100 with strong stage divertisse- 
ment of much importance in elevat- 


ing film into a $1.50 attraction. 
‘Mata Hari’~ will take its innings 
Jan. 28. 


Criterion (Fox) (1,600; 35-65)— 
‘Emma’ (M-G) (2d week). Within 
whispering distance of $20,000 on 
first week and second hovering 
around $15,000. 

Egyptian (Fox) (1,800; 25-50)— 
*‘Sooky’ (Par) and stage show. 
Third house on Hollywood boule- 
vard with stage shows, and other 
two seem to hold the advantage. 
Not as yet any tremors at the 
Egyptian for the new stage band 
policy. $2,000 a bit doleful; ditto 
last week. 

Orpheum (2,270; 25-50)—Frank- 
enstein’ (U) (4th-final week). Got 
$10,500 on the previous week and 
still able to scrape up $10,000. 
‘Strictly Dishonorable’ next after 
$1.50 run at the Carthay Circle. 

Pantages (Fox (2,700; 20-40-65- 
$0)—‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde’ (Par) 
and stage show. $8,000 figures aver- 
agely poor, about the same as ‘“To- 
night or Never’ the week before. 

Paramount (Franklin (3,595; 35- 
75)—'No One Man’ (Par) and stage 
show. Slow trot for $16,000. Last 
week ‘Two Kinds of Women’ en- 
ticed $15,300. 

RKQ (2,950; 30-65)—‘Consolation 
Marriage’ (RKO) and RKO vaude- 
ville. Came out of the fog a little 
here; looking for $12,000. Last week 
‘Guilty Generation’ got $10,500. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 35-$1)— 
“The Guardsman’ (M-G) and stage 
show. Betty Compson in F&M unit 
deemed of major consequence in 
$22,000 pace. Last week $15,000 on 
‘Charlie Chan’s Chance.’ 

United Artists (Franklin) (2,100; 
35-$1)—‘Sky Devils’ (UA) (24 
week). ‘Arrowsmith’ on the way 
for $3 opening Feb. 38. Meanwhile 
$5,000 following an inaugural $7,000. 

Wilshire (Fox) (2,295; 35-60)— 
‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde’ (Par). 
Hundred or two short of house av- 
erage of $4,000. ‘Private Lives’ last 
week under $4,000, 

Western (WB) (2,500; 
‘High Pressure’ (WB), 
at $9,400, 
$8,500. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-75)— 
‘High Pressure’ (WB) and vaude- 
ville. Day-and-dater got $10,900 for 
*Taxi’ and currently around $9,000, 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 35-75)— 
*Union Depot’ (FN) and stage show. 
Highly rated; headed for strong 
$21,000. Last week ‘High Pressure,’ 
$14,000. 


50-75)— 
Rather good 
Last week ‘Taxi’ grossed 





WB Cast Changes 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

Due to production confliction Ann 
Dvorak, cast in ‘Tinsel’ and ‘The 
Rich Are Always With Us,’ at War- 
ners, is out of ‘Rich.’ Adrienne Dore 
gets the assignment. 

Another cast switch at WB is 
Hardie Albright replacing Donald 
Cook in ‘So Big.’ Cook drops from 
the WB contract list in two weeks. 


ve 


BUFFALO BRISK 


$27,000 for ‘Pressure’ and Anni- 
versary Show—Emma’ $22,000 








Buffalo, Jan, 25. 
Grosses continue to run high. 
‘Emma’ is heading for satisfactory 
25,000 at the Great Lakes. 


Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-65) 
‘High Pressure’ (WB) and anniver- 
sary show. Should reach fine $27,- 
000. Last week ‘Tonight or Never’ 
(UA) $20,600. 

Hipp (Publix) (2,400; 25-35-50)— 
‘Peach o’ Reno’ (Radio). Looks 
headed for fair $14,000. Last week 
‘Under 18’ (WB) excellent at $18,009. 
Great Lakes (Publix) (2,400; 25) 
—Emma’ (M-G). Good for $22,000. 
Last week ‘Frankenstein’ (U), sec- 
ond week, dropped to around $7,700. 


Century (Publix) (3,400; 25-35- 
50)—‘Corsair’ (UA). Looks under 
$9,000. Last week ‘Rainbow Trail’ 
(Fox) fair at $8,200, 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 85)— 
‘Honor of Family’ (WB). Average 
for $7,000. Last week “X Marks 


Spot’ (Tiff) good under $8,000. 
Court Street (Shea) (1,600; 25)— 
‘Nice Women.’ Maintaining a pace 
between $2,500 and $2,700. 


‘COURAGE, $7,000, FAIR 
IN P’LAND—ORPH $9,000 


Portland, Ore., Jan. 25. 
Fox-Portland, Inc., took over two 
F-WC houses, Paramount and Rial- 
to. Will reopen the Rialto, dark for 
some weeks. This gives Fox-Port- 
land five local houses with down- 
town opposish furnished by Orphe- 
um and Hamrick’s Music Box, 


Deal will give a bigger break to 
pictures. Hit films previously at the 
1,000-seat United Artists are now in 
line for the 3,000-seat Paramount. 

Business in general is decidedly 
improved over end of last year, 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-60)— 
‘Heaven on Earth’ (U) and vaude. 
Going for nice $9,000. Last week 
‘Men of Chance’ only $6,200. 

Paramount (Fox-Portland) (3,000; 
25-60) —‘Courage’ (M-G) with F-M 
unit, About $7,000. Last week ‘La- 
dies of Big House’ (Par) fair at 
$6,500. 

Broadway (Fox-Portland) (2,000; 
25-60) — ‘The Guardsman’ (M-G). 
Good enough, $6,000. Last week 
‘Dance Team’ (Fox) poor, $4,000. 

United Artists (Fox-Portland) (1,- 
000; 25-60)—‘Emma’ (M-G),. Click- 
ing for good third week; possibly 
$4,000. Second week got $4,500. 
First week $10,500. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 
35—‘Union Depot’ (FN). Gettins 
over for neat $4,000. Last week 
‘Forbidden’ (Col) $3,500. 


‘DEPOT’ STARTS WELL IN 
FRISCO AROUND $11,000 


San Francisco, Jan. 25. 

Looks like a better than average 
week with some okay celluloid on 
view. Warners starting out health- 
ily with ‘Union Depot.’ 

Robert Montgomery pulling the 
femmes to the Fox in ‘Lovers 
Courageous.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (5,000; 35-65), ‘Lovers Cour- 
ageous’ (M-G) and stage show. 
Prospects of poor $29,000. Last week 
‘Dance Team’ (Fox) and F-M anni 
built to good $35,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 30-40- 
65), ‘Tip Off? (Pathe) and vaude. 
Fair $14,000 in view. Last week 
‘Men in Her Life’ (Col) poor $11,000 
with new Friday opening. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,270; 
50), ‘Forbidden’ (Col). 
fair $9,000. Last stanza 
Rio’ (Radio) a bad $6,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 
‘Emma’ (M-G) (2d week). 
up, $15,000, 
good, 

United Artists (1,200; 25-40-60), 
‘Deceiver’ (UA). Only fair with 
$6,000. Last week ‘Cock of the Air’ 
(UA) poor with $5,000. 











25-35- 
Maybe a 
‘Girl of 


35-50), 
Holding 
First week $26,000, 


Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 25-35-50- 
60), ‘X Marks Spot’ (Tiff) and 
stage show. Paul Ash, but weak on 
$15,000, and out on sixth day. 


Last week‘ Stepping Sisters’ (Fox) 
$18,000. 

Warners (1,365; 25-35-50-60), 
‘Union Depot’ (FN). Starting big 
and probably around $12,000. Last 





week ‘High Pressure’ (WB) started 
big but dove to very weak $4,500, 


‘TAXI’ $9,200—LOUISVILLE 


Figure Is Good — Charity Drive 
Hurts But ‘Divers’ Over $15,000 


Louisville, Jan. 25. 
Dent this week is attributed to 
Community Chest drive. Phenom- 
enally warm weather still prevails 
but couple of spots are doing well. 
Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (3,252; 25-35-50-60) ‘Hell 
Divers’ (M-G), Expects fine week 
at over $15,000. Last week ‘To- 
night or Never’ (UA), $10,500. 








Strand (1,865; 25-35-50) (Fourth 
Ave.) ‘Lance Team’ (Fox). Near 
$7,500. Last week ‘Manhattan Pa- 


rade’ (WB), off at $4,500. 

Brown (2,214; 15-25-30-40) ‘Union 
Depot’ (FN). Good on $7,000. Last 
week “Woman Between’ (Radio); 
$1,700 for four days, weak; ‘Run- 
around’ (Radio), three days, $1,000, 
bad. 

Rialto (2,910; 35-50) ‘Taxi’ (WB) 
and vaude. Oke with $9,200. Last 
week ‘Stepping Sisters’ (Fox), $8,- 
800. 

Alamo (1,100; 15-25-40) (Fourth 
Ave.) ‘Two Kinds of Women’ (Par). 
Fair $3,900. Last week ‘Sooky’ 
(Par), $4,300. 


‘ONE MAN’ AND 8 ACTS 
MAYBE $22,000—BALTO. 


Baltimore, Jan. 25. 

Sunday agitation advanced po- 
litically last week when the City 
Council engrossed for its final read- 
ing this week a bill liberalizing the 
blue laws. If finally adopted, the 
measure provides for a popular 
referendum at the next election. 
Proposed law would permit picture 
theatres to operate, with or with- 
out charge of admission, after 2 
p. m, on Sundays, 

Business continues pretty good 
here depending, of course, on the 
fare. No picture in town last week 
to match ‘Emma’ as a draw, and 
there won't be this week as ‘Emma’ 
is day-and-dating at the Valencia 
and Parkway, 

Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew-UA) ‘No One 
Man’ (Par) and stage show (3,200; 
25-60). Stage show now playing up 
number of acts (8), which shows 
the trend toward vaude in local en- 
tertainment; maybe a good $22,000. 
Last week ‘Working Girls’ (Par), 
$20,500, not bad. 

Stanley (Loew, Stanley-Crandall) 
‘Hell Divers’ (M-G) (3,600; 25-60). 
Combo of Beery and Gable should 
draw but certain lack of fenime in- 
terest may hurt; doesn’t look like 
a mat rush; say $20,000. Last week 
‘Ladies of Big House’ (Par), just a 
fair $17,000. 

Valencia (Loew-UA) ‘Emma’ (M- 
G) (1,200; 25-35). Should boost 
gross at this elevator stand, $4,200. 
Last week ‘Tonight or Never’ (UA), 
a fair $2,900. 

Parkway (Loew-UA) ‘Emma’ (1,- 
000; 25-35). Looks like a big week, 
maybe $5,500. Last week ‘Tonight 
or Never,’ a fair $4,000. 

Hipp (Rappaport) ‘Fanny Foley’ 
(Radio) and vaude (2,500; 25-50). 
House maintains fine pace; Duke 
Ellington band on stage and looks 
good around $13,500. Last week 
‘Age for Love’ (UA) satisfactory, 
with Trixie Friganza on stage; 
okay at $12,000. 

‘Charlie Chan’ 


New (Mechanic) 

(Fox) (1,200; 25-50). The Warner 
Oland Orientals don’t jam ’em here, 
but this one should get a pretty 
go00d $7,500. Last week ‘Dance 
Team’ (Fox), oke at $9,000, 

Keith’s (Schanbergers) ‘Taxi’ 
(WB) (2,500; 25-50). Cagney pop 
here, and should go to $10,000. ‘For- 
bidden’ (Col) last week, nice, near 
$9,000. 

Rivoli (Rome) ‘Around the World’ 
(UA) (1,800; 25-50). Fairbanks no 
longer big money here, but should 
cross $5,000. ‘Three Wise Girls’ 
last week, very good at $5,100, 


‘Chan’s’ $7,000 Is Oke in 
Denver—Lovers’ $14,000 


Denver, Jan. 25 
Aladdin will have the best com- 
parative gross this week. Other 
houses have nothing to complain 














about, however, 
National western stock show 
broke no records past week, but 


crowds were good. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 35-50- 
75)—’Chan’s Chance’ (Fox). A fine 

7,000. Last week ‘Dance Team’ 
(Fox), went to $7,500. 

Denver (Publix) (2,300; 25-40-65) 
—‘Lovers Courageous’ (M-G) and 
stage show. Fair for $14,000. Last 
week ‘Tonight Or Never’ (UA), fin- 
ished to $13,700. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25-35- 
50)‘Corsair’ (UA). Will be dull at 
$7,000. Last week ‘Two Kinds of 
Women’ (Par}, $5,200. 

Rialto (Huffman) (1,000: 25-35- 
50)—’Three Wise Girls’ (Col). Neat 
for $3,500. Last week ‘Around the 
World’ (UA), a pleasant $4,500. 

Tabor (Huffman) (1,900; 25-35- 
50)—Under 18’ (WB). Moderate 
$8,500. Last week ‘Stepping Sis- 





ters’ (Fox), down to $7,000, 


Approach of Rent Day Cuts Down 





NEW HAVEN SQUAWKLESS 


Poli Approaching $16,500 and ‘Depot’ 
Safe on $11,500 








New Haven, Jan. 25. 


Tell Divers’ is doing it at the 
Poli this week. Newspaper splurges 
help. 

‘Reckless Age,’ at the Paramount, 
sidetracked in favor of ‘Two Kinds 
of Women.’ Roger Sherman doing 
nice business ‘since adding vaude, 
but overhead on eight acts is al- 
most too much for house to carry. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Publix) (2,353; 65)— 
‘Two Kinds of Women’ (Par) and 
unit. Near mild $10,000. Last week 
‘Husband’s Holiday’ (Par) and Cab 
Calloway band in person for a fine 
$18,900, 

Poli (Fox) (3,040; 
Divers’ (M-G) and vaude. On way 
to big $16,500. Last week ‘Dance 
Team’ (Fox) and Kiki Roberts’ per- 
sonal mild at $13,000, 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 65) 
— ‘Union Depot’ (FN). Should be 
safe at $11,500. Last week ‘Safe in 
Hell’ (FN) okay at $12,000. 

College (Fox) (1,565; 50)—‘Wise 
Girls’ (Col). Probably modest §$4,- 
000. Last week ‘Tonight or Never’ 
Built to good $4,800. 


65)—‘Hell 


Bijou (Fox) (1,536; 50)—‘Chan’s 
Chance’ (Fox) and ‘Big Shot’ 
(Pathe). Headed for good $4,200. 


Last week ‘Maker of Men’ (Col) and 
‘Stepping Sisters’ (Fox) mild at 
$3,500, 


‘FORBIDDEN’ RUSHING 
FOR $16,000 IN MINN. 


Minneapolis, Jan. 25. 

‘Hell Divers’ and ‘Forbidden’ are 
monopolizing nearly all fans’ atten- 
tion this week. Result is that the 
Minnesota and Orpheum have 
things pretty much their own box- 
office way. Opposition is extremely 
slight, there being nary another pic- 
ture of importance in the remaining 
loop lineup. Zero weather didn’t 
help any over the week end. 

Both ‘Hell Divers’ and ‘Forbidden’ 
have the advantage of splendid ex- 
ploitation campaigns. Moreover, the 
Barbara Stanwyck film boasts the 
addition of Singers’ Midgets on the 
stage, . 

‘Two Kinds of Women’ and ‘Reck- 
less Age,’ at the State and Lyric, 
respectively, seem to be liked by 
customers if not by the critics, but 
their drawing power seems light. 
‘The Struggle’ received a severe 
panning from the reviewers, and the 
fans are ignoring its presence, So 
it looks like another poor week at 
the Pantages. 

Estimates for This Week 

Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 75)— 
‘Hell Divers’ (M-G) and unit. Pic- 
ture a smash here; big exploitation 
campaign helped to a flying start, 
despite frigid temperature; Gable 
and Berry strong magnets; should 
garner a splendid $30,000 unless 
drop is unexpectedly. Last week 
‘Mati Hari’ (M-G) failed to continue 
initial speedy pace or keep earlier 
promise; dropped sharply latter part 
of week to a good $24,600. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 50) —‘For- 
bidden’ (Col) and vaude. Singer’s 
Midgets on stage; after a succession 
of bad weeks house is basking again 
in sunshine of prosperity; good 
showmanship selling to the public, 
and $16,000 may be the mark, very 
good and nearly double recent aver- 








age. Last week ‘Men of Chance’ 
(Radio) around $10,000, bad. 

State (Pubiix) (2,200; 50)—Two 
Kinds of Women’ (Par). Good 


enough picture but cast lacking in 
names; Miriam Hopkins and Phillip 
Holmes liked by fans but haven't 
much of a following; will do well to 
top $6,500, fair. Last week ‘Dance 
Team’ (Fox) under $6,900, disap- 
pointing. 

Pantages (UA) (1,400; 50)—‘The 
Struggle’ (UA). Picture apparently 
has slight appeal; lambasting by 
critics a further handicap; about 
$3,500, poor. Last week ‘Guilty Gen- 
eration’ (Col) around $3,000, poor. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35)—‘Reck- 
less Age’ (Par). Not any too well 
treated by critics and minus impor- 
tant cast; about $4,500, mediocre. 
Last week ‘West of Broadway’ (M- 
G), around $4,500, good. 

Astor (Publix) (900; 25)—Unholy 
Garden’ (UA) and ‘Nice Women’ 
(U) spit. Second loop run for for- 
mer, About $1,000, satisfactory. 
Last week ‘Sea Ghost’ (Peerless) 
and ‘Leftover Ladies’ (Tif) to about 
$700. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 25)—Over 
the Hill’ (Fox). Full week for sec- 
ond loop run; around $1,400, good. 
Last week ‘The Champ’ (MgG) near 





$1,600. 





Post-Holiday Paris Film Grosses 


Paris, Jan. 15, 

Grosses for week ending Jan. ¥ 
are well below the preceding week, 
which included the Christmas holies 
days. First three days of week fole 
lowing January 7, except for Parae 
mount, show a much bigger drop 
still, which is to be expected, that 
week being the worst in the year 
coming between the holidays and 
the quarterly payment of rent. 

Paramount exception is not due 
to location and outstanding proe« 
gram, but to established reputation 
of the house for sure value. 

Paramount (Par) (1,900), ‘Chance? 
(Par). Second week dropping to 
$23,000 after a first week of $32,000, 
good for a programmer. 

Gaumont Palace (G.F.F.A.) (6,e 
000), ‘Bande a Bouboule’ (G.F.F.A.). 
Milton, popular star, helping to 
hold the third week to $29,000, after 
a first week at $36,000, fair. 

Olympia (Haik) (1,900), ‘Nicole et 
sa Vertu’ (Haik). House picking up 
to $21,000, fair, after a very weak 
$14,000 the preceding week on @& 
holdover from ‘Coquecigrole’ (Haik). 

Moulin Rouge (Natan) (2,200), 
‘Roi du Cirage’ (Natan). Seventh 
week. Still over $8,000 for the 
eighth week after a nice $10,000 the 
preceding. 

Miravaux (Natan) (1,200), ‘Apres 
Amour’ (Natan). Fair at $5,600 
for fifth week. The fourth week 
was $6,400, compared to $7,260 for 
the first. 

Miracles (Bailby) (700), ‘Congress 
Dances’ (Ufa). Holding very well 
at $5,600 for the ninth week, as 
compared with $6,000 on the big 
holiday preceding, due to big pube 
licity. 

Madeleine (Metro) (700), ‘Buster 
Se Marie’ (Metro). French version 
of Buster Keaton’s ‘Bedroom’; $12, 
000 in the second week, losing only 
three grand from the first, which 
was the big holiday, drawing a big 
$15,000. 

Aubert Palace (G.F.F.A.) (800), 
‘City Lights’ (UA). Seventh week 
and dropping $1,000 from the pree- 
ceding week to $6,500; fair. 

Colisee (Haik) (650), ‘Chienne” 
(Braunberger). Ritzy spot and arty 
film, with $3,900 for the seventh 
week against $4,500 on the sixth, 
and still good. 


Palace (Dufrenne and Varna), 
(1,200), ‘Ennemi Dans Le Sang’ 
(Tobis). Easing a little from the 


holiday week and clipped $4,500 for 
the sixth week, resulting in this 
French version of the German anti- 
venereal educational getting booked 
in the G.F.F.A. circuit despite dan- 
ger for family trade. 

Pantheon (Braunberger-Richebe) 

(350), ‘Palmy Days’ (UA). Fair but 
no smash, with $1,600 for the third 
week. Original version, 
Ermitage Pathe (Natan) (1,200), 
‘A Nous La Liberte’ (Tobis). House 
good last week at $8,400, and third 
week dropping below $6,000. 


AVERAGE $17,000 FOR - 
NEGRI IN KANSAS CITY 


Kansas City, Jan. 25. 

Mostly women this week. Swaneé 
son, Negri, Hopkins, Jean Harlow, 
Mae Clark and Marie Prevost are all 
present. Only man featured on the 
street is Warner Oland. 

Pantages got away to a dandy 
start on its reopening and new pole 
icy Saturday (23) and made friends 
with the ladies by presenting them 
with candy. The Apollo, nabe, 
which has gone in for something 
different, enjoyed a nice week with 
‘Mystery of Life’ and this week ig 
shooting the ‘Five Year Plan.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s Midland (4,000; 25-50)—< 
‘Tonight or Never’ (UA). Will get 
around fair enough $17,000. Last 
week ‘Hell Divers’ (M-G) big on 
$26,400. 

Mainstreet (3,200: 25-35-50-60)—~ 
‘Woman Commands’ (Radio) and 
vaude. First of Negri’s for Radio, 
and strengthened with strong stage 
show, but just ordinary $17,000. 
Last week ‘Girl of Rio’ (Radio) not 
so good $16,500. 

Newman (1,800; 25-35-50)—‘Two 
Kinds of Women’ (Par). Will be 
lucky to get $7,500. Last week 
ae Team’ (Fox) just fair on $8,- 

Liberty (1,000; 25-50)—‘Chan’s 
Chance’ (Fox). Around light $4,800. 
Last week ‘Under 18’ (WB) caught 
younger set for $5,100. 

Pantages (2,200; 20-25)—‘Wise 
Girls’ (Col). Opened to nice crowds 
and will probably get close to $9,000. 

Apollo (1,600; 385)—‘Five Year 
Plan.’ Hard to even estimate what 
this one will do, as the first week 
of the new policy of ‘unusual pice 
tures,’ with ‘Mystery of Life’ sur- 
prised everyone; Russian thing has 
created considerable interest in this 
western town and is expected to 
hold around $3,000. Last week 











‘Mystery of Life’ $4,000 in 10 days. 
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$31,000, Palace; ‘Pressure’ Weak: 


Depot's Good 


$19,000, Roosevelt 





ne  y 


Chicago, Jan, 25. 
Frade generally in the loop is re- 
faining the pleasant pace of the 
previous week. With the exception 
of two flabby theatres current 
@tretch will deliver profits through- 


out. 
Stage attractions are being credi- 


fted for business at a couple of 
theatres. At the Palace Paul White- 
man’s aggregation is expected to de- 


liver a figure close to the record 
for that house, and if the band does 
five shows daily week days that 
high should be topped. At the Chi- 
cago Dennis King’s getting heavy 
billing above the flicker, ‘Lovers 
Courageous. Together the combi- 
hation looks capable of treating the 
boxoffice to a comfortable session. 

State-Lake is again just wander- 
ing around. Again it is back to its 
routine of one week and out, ‘Way 
Back Home’ suffered sadly for seven 
gays and has given place to ‘Girl 
of the Rio,’ which is repeating the 
unhappy story. House is wondering 
once more about yaude, but is being 
kept from making the actual step 
through hopes that new product will 
push the register back into shining 
totals. 

‘Union Depot’ got away to a flock 
bf publicity and a fair start at the 
small Roosevelt. Picture is getting 
much talk and comment through 
comparisons with ‘Grand Hotel.’ 
‘Mata Hari’ and ‘Emma’ are pacing 
nicely in their second weeks. ‘Ar- 
rowsmith’ is set to follow ‘Hari’ at 
the United Artists, Campaign has 
already started. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (Publix-B.&K.) (4,000; 
60-75-85), ‘Lovers Courageous’ 
(M-G) and stage show. Stage show 
Jabeled ‘Vagabond King,’ featuring 
Dennis King, and being advertised 
as two acts of regular legit produc- 
tion; picture drawing nice comment, 
and together indications are for 
comfortable $40,000. Last week “Two 
Kinds of Women’ (Par) played sec- 
ond to Eddie Cantor and George 
Jessel in person; $56,600, big, with 
couple doing four daily. 

McVickers (Publix-B.&K.) (2,200; 
60-75-85), ‘Emma’ (M-G). Marie 
Dressler near $22,000. Last week 
gathered in neat opening of $30,300 
in spite of the absence of flapper 
appeal; ad copy now making a more 
pointed appeal for younger trade. 
‘Hell Divers’ (M-G) next. 

Oriental (Publix-B.&K.) (3,200; 
60-75-85), ‘High Pressure’ (WB) and 
stage show. Letting house down 
badly; maybe $22,000, very weak. 
Last week ‘Dance Team’ (Fox) went 
@ight days to fair $27,200. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-75-85), 
"Big Shot’ (Pathe) and vaude. Paul 
Whiteman orchestra the main light 
with Mildred Bailey, attache of band 
and songstiess, strong locally; 
should boost the register into high 
speed; Whiteman boys have been 
at Edgewater Beach; looks like 
Bwell $31,000. Last week another 
winner, ‘Her Majesty Love’ (FN) 
being teamed with fine vaude for 
$26,200. 

Roosevelt (Publix-B.&K.) (1,500; 
60-75-85), ‘Union Depot’ (FN). Get- 
ting away pleasantly for very satis- 
factory $19,000. Last week ‘For- 
bidden’ (Col), which came here to 
holdover ir the loop for six days, 
managed to corral fair $9,100. 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 50-75- 
85), ‘Girl of Rio’ (Radio). Another 
One-weeker and out; picture couldn't 
get going at all; decamps after 
probably $11,000 for seven days. 


‘Panama Flo’ (Pathe) comes in 
Wed. (27). Last week ‘Wy Back 


Home’ (Radio) withered to $10,200. 

United Artists (Publix-UA) (1,752; 
50-75-85), ‘Mata Hari’ (M-G). Open- 
ing week a walloping smash at 
$37,300, and currently taking normal 
drop to $24,000, ‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) 
Waiting. 


TORONTO HIPP $17,200, 
AND ‘DEPOT’ AT $12,500 


Toronto, Jan. 25. 
Business just about normal this 
week. Film selections at the major 
houses hold nothing unusual and 
Shea’s Hipp, with Heidt band, 
stands to make the major showing 
With ‘Union Depot’ runner-up. 
Estimates for This Week 
Imperial (3,500; 35-65)—‘Ladies of 
Big House’ (Par) and vaude. Good 
x $16.900. Last week ‘Manhattan 
— (WB) and Patricola, $17,- 
Uptown (3,000; 25-50)—‘Rainbow 
Trail’ (Fox). Only fair, $9,300. Last 
week ‘Chinese Bungalow’ (English 
film). $7,200, bad. 
_Loew's (2,200; 30-60)—‘Tonight or 
Never (UA). Women will mean 











BANKS FOLD—HURT ’HAM 


But 





‘Big’ Moderate—$11,500 For 
‘Hyde’-—Husband’ $4,300 





Birmingham, Jan. 25. 
Two banks failing isn’t going to 
help the box offices any this week. 
But a moderate stay with good 
weather break is likely. 
Estimates For This Week 
Alabama (Publix) (2,800; 25-35- 
60)—‘Jekyll and Hyde’ (Par) and 
vaude. Good for $11,500. Last week 
‘Ladies of Big House’ (Par) and 
vaude, fair $9,700. 
Empire (BTAC) 
‘Husband's Holiday’ 


(1,100; 
(Par). 


25-50)— 
House 


doing business week after week, 
$4,300. Last week ‘Champ’ (M-G), 
$5,000, 


Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Men 
of Chance’ (Radio) and ‘Unexpected 


Father’ (U). Split week means a 
weak $4,100. Last week ‘Forbidden’ 
(Col) disappointing, $4,300. 

Strand (BTAC) (800; 25-40)— 
‘The Guardsman’ (M-G). Moderate 
$3,000. ‘Under 18’ (WB), last week, 
$3,000. 

Galax (BTAC) (500; 15-25)— 


‘Working Girls’ (Par) and ‘Lasca’ 
(U) split. Near $950. Last week 
‘False Madonna’ (Par) ‘The Storm’ 
(U), $900. 


‘Jekyll’ New’k, $20,000; 
Harlow Looks $22,000; 
‘Taxi $18,000, Good 


Newark, Jan. 25. 

Failure to give proper publicity to 
‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde’ is going 
to hold a potential record-breaker 
down to just a good $20,000. The 
film took a brutal panning from the 
‘News,’ but it could beat that had 
the house been willing to spend 
something. Jean Harlow in person 
opened big at Loew’s and should put 
the State over $20,000. ‘The Street 
Singer’ in person counted to pull at 
Proctor’s. But these radio draws 
are uncertain quantities. 

Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,966; 20-35-50)— 
‘Union Depot’ (FN) and F-M unit. 
Good but not big opening. Excellent 
picture drew fine notices, should 
build to $16,000. Last week ‘Taxi’ 
(WB) fine at $18,000. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35)— 
‘Possessed’ (M-G) and ‘The Phan- 
tom.’ House doing nicely now and 
should turn in $4,500. Last week 
‘Rainbow Trail’ (Fox) and ‘Sooky’ 
(Par) surprise with good $5,500. 

Carlton (Ufa) (436; 25-35)—‘Nie 
Wieder Liebe’ (Ufa). Price cut for 
week nights may bring more later 
but will cut gross at first. About 
$800. Last week Kleiner Setten- 
sprung (Ufa) $900. 

Little (Arts Theatre) (299; 50)— 
‘Elisabeth von Osterreich’ (Tobis). 
Maybe $1,100. Receivership for house 
doesn’t seem to jibe with excellent 
grosses given out. Last week ‘Drei 
Tage Mittelarrest’ (Capitol) claimed 
fine $2,100. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 30-50)—Cu- 
ban Love Song’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Jean Harlow packing them in and, 
if it holds, fine $22,000. Last week 
‘Private Lives’ (M-G) fell off in 
midweek to good $19,000. 

Mosque (WS) (3,281; 20-30-35-50) 
—‘Makers of Men’ (Col) and vaude, 
about $8,000. Last week ‘Stepping 
Sisters’ (Fox) $8,500. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- 
25-50-60)—‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde’ 
(Par) and vaude. ‘Frankenstein,’ 
which broke records at Proctor’s, 
may have taken off edge, but if this 
new one had been exploited as 
‘Frankenstein’ was it would have 
come near it. Five shows daily and 
good $20,000. Last week ‘Reckless 
Age’ (Par) weak at $12,900. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 25-40-50- 
60)—‘Men of Chance’ (Radio) and 
vaude. ‘The Street Singer’ in per- 
son plus Proctor’s incessant pub- 
licity counted on for better than 
good $20,000. Last week ‘Unexpect- 
ed Father’ (U) and Bill Robinson 
same fine figure. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-25) 
—‘Delicious’ (Fox) and ‘Mystery 
Train’ (Hollywood with ‘Manhattan 
Parade’ (WB) and ‘Dead Line’ (Col) 
on split, mild at $3,600. Last week 
‘Peach o’ Reno’ (Radio) and ‘Last 
Ride’ (U) with ‘Surrender’ (Fox) 
and ‘Dragnet Patrol’ (Syndicate) on 
split, only $3,200. 











good $14,700. Last week ‘Private 
Lives’ (M-G) $14,500. 

Shea’s Hipp (2.600; 30-65)—‘Sob 
Sister’ (Fox) and Heidt band. A 
pleasant $17,200. Last week ‘Con- 
solation Marriage’ (Radio) $16,200. 

Tivoli (1,600; 35-65)—‘Union De- 
pot’ (WB). Okay on $12,500. Last 
week Frankenstein’ (U) $9,600. 


PICTURE ae 


Whiteman Hitting for Chi High 











TWO AT $14,000 





Current Montreal Business Is Okay 
—‘Arrowsmith’ Near $10,000 





~ Montreal, Jan. 25. 

One of the best gross getters for 
this city, Marie Dressler, may lift 
the Palace into the topnotch posi- 
tion this week. But the only vaude 
house, Loew’s, will run it very close. 
Gary Cooper in ‘His Woman’ at the 
Capitol and Ronald Colman in 
‘Arrowsmith’ at the Princess, should 
also jack up receipts, 

Imperial, contrary to report last 


week, has not continued French 
pictures after the first experiment 
and is now back on double bills 
Nabes are either ’way up or ’way 
down. 


Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1,900; 50-$2) 
(legit). Local operetta company; 
will perhaps cover rent expenses. 
Last week dark. 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 75) ‘Emma’ 
(M-G). Liable to see fine $14,000. 
Last week ‘Private Lives’ (M-G), 
much slashed, $13,000. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60) ‘His 
Woman’ (Par) and ‘Her Majesty 
Love’ (FN). Looks like a nice week, 
near $11,500. Last week ‘Manhattan 
Parade’ (WB) and ‘Surrender’ 
(Fox) $10,000. 


Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60) ‘Sui- 
cide Fleet’ (Pathe) and vaude. 
House holds up weekly and should 
reach another $14,000, Last week 
‘West of Broadway’ (M-G) and 


Karl Dane in person, rose to swell 
$15,000. 
Princess (CT) (1,600; 35-60) ‘Ar- 


rowsmith’ (UA). Colman should 
get them, but nature of film may 
hold gross to $10,000, good. Last 


week ‘Peach o’ Reno’ 
about $7,500. 

Imperial (FP) (1,900; 25-40) 
‘Working Girls’ (Par) and ‘Fighting 
Sheriff’ (Col). Should get about 
$2,500. Last week ‘Homicide Squad’ 
(T) and ‘Friends and Lovers’ (Col) 
also around $2,500. 

Cinema de Paris (Ind) (600; 25-50) 
‘Un Soir de Rafle’ (French). This 
house may make something on good 
will from recent run; $2,000. Third 
week of ‘Nitouche’ (French) held 
up at $1,800. 


‘Depot’ and ‘Chan’ Will 
Total $30,000, Indian’p’lis 


Indianapolis, Jau. 25. 

Biz is better although hampered 
by colder weather. Town still goes 
for vaude. Olsen and Johnson 
pulled $12,000 at Lyric last week 
with ‘Makers of Men.’ Standees at 
every performance, 

No stage units in the Publix 
houses as yet, management want- 
ing Charlie Davis band to do own 
stage turns at Circle. Being held 
up by union difficulties, Chevalier’s 
special appearance packed English’s 
both matinee and night Friday (22). 
New second run house opened 
downtown. 

Estimates for This Week 

Indiana (Publix) (3,000; 25-35-50) 
‘Union Depot’ (FN). Started heavy 
because of good exploitation; ex- 
pected to reach $20,000; house 
played preview, free, to more than 
2,000 last week and this word of 
mouth is helping. Last week ‘For- 
bidden’ (Col) reached nice $18,000. 

Circle (Publix) (2,600; 25-35-50) 
‘Three Wise Girls’ (Col). May get 
fair $6,500. Last week ‘Reckless 
Age’ (Par) stopped at $5,000. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,800; 25- 
35-50) ‘Tonight or Never’ (UA). 
Around $9,000 because Swanson is 


(Radio) to 








strong in this town. Last week 
‘Emma’ (M-G) did $9,500, better 
than fair. 


Apollo (Fourth Ave) (1,100; 25- 
35-50) ‘Dance Team’ (Fox). Seems 
to be a honey for this house; may 
top $7,500; were standing in line for 
two days. Last week ‘Manhattan 
Parade’ (WB), $6,060. 

Lyric (Vaudfilm) (Fourth Ave.) 
(2,600; 25-35-50) ‘Chan's Chance’ 
(Fox) and vaude. Looks like good 
$10,000. Last week ‘Makers of Men’ 
(Col) and Olsen and Johnson on 
stage; took out $12,000, fine. 


Columbus Holds Up, Tho 
‘Lovers’ Light, $13,500 


Columbus, Jan. 25. 
Big publicity splurge from Palace 
on five acts starting this week. 
Broad, showing ‘Emma,’ on way to 








top biz in months. Ad campaign 
excellent. 
Last week four matinees and 


nights of rain hurt everything, but 
Ohio was oke with Alice White. 
Estimates for This Week 

Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-50) ‘Dis- 
honorable’ (U) and vaude. On way 
to good $12,000. Last week ’Jekyll 
and Hyde’ (Par) hit by weather but 
good enough at $11,800, 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (2,000; 25-50) 
‘Lovers Courageous’ (M-G) and 
unit. Hardly good enough to break 
$13,500. Last week Alice White in 
person heavy draw with film ‘West 


of Broadway’ (M-G), got neat 
enough $18,300, 
Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 25-50) 


‘Emma’ (M-G). Set for fine $12,- 





ROSSES 


Bway Too Dull Current 





Chan's’ $70,000 


Week; 
for Roxy and 








‘Champ’s’ $80,000 ‘Way in Front 





‘EMMA’ $18,000 IN N. 0. 


‘One Man’ Letting State Down to 
$10,000——‘Heaven’ Oke on $10,000 





New Orleans, Jan. 25. 

Marie Dressler in ‘Emma’ is the 
Standout this week and will give 
the Saenger its best in some time 
Loew's State is ’way off with ‘No 
One Man.’ Orpheum is trying with 
‘Heaven On Earth’ while scarcity 
of punch films sends ‘Hell Divers’ 
into Tudor for second run. 

Estimates for This Week 

Saenger (3,000; 65) ‘Emma’ (M-G 
Dressler fans legion; will draw over 
$18,000. Last week ‘Hell Divers’ 
(M-G) $17,000. 

Loew’s State (3,200; 60) ‘No One 
Man’ (Par). Will drag State down 
to $10,000, poor. Last week ‘Dance 
Team’ (Fox) $13,000, moderate. 

Orpheum (2,400; 60) ‘Heaven On 
Earth’ (U). Rather nice and looks 
around $10,000. Last week ‘Girl of 
Rio’ (Radio) garnered but $9,000. 

Strand (1,800; 60) ‘Age for Love’ 


(UA). Showing a flurry and may 
reach $3,000. Last week ‘Passion 
Play’ did but $1,800 in six days and 


departed day early. 

Tudor (800; 35) ‘Hell Divers’ (M- 
G). Second week after Saenger 
booking and should get $2,500. Last 
week Tulane-Trojan football picture 
$3,600, 


Stanley Is Pitt’s 
Headlight —$33,000; 
‘Never’ Is Scissored 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 25. 

Main stem is showing a reversal 
of recent form this week. Stanley 
is forging into the lead and the Penn 
is taking it more or less on the 
chin. ‘Union Depot’ and big circus 
stage show is giving Stanley a 
strong combo and it is sailing along 
to strong $33,000. ‘Tonight or 
Never,’ at the Penn, pretty well 
butchered by censors after being 
held up for several weeks and will 
be lucky to get by with $24,000. 

A surprise last week was nose- 
dive of ‘Jekyll and Hyde’ in second 
week at Warner, Picture got a great 
opening session but fell off to al- 
most nothing and was yanked after 
five days in final stanza. ‘Peach o’ 
Reno’ sent in Friday, day ahead of 
schedule. 

Vaudfilm, on split week policy in 
East Liberty, reported to be faring 
pretty badly at Enright and Sheri- 
dan Square, particularly the former. 
Some talk of putting F-M units in 
there with m. ¢., although nothing 
definite yet. 

Estimates for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,700; 10-15-25-35-50) 
—The Deceiver’ (Col). With no 
cast names unlikely to get better 
than $3,000. Last week ‘House Di- 
vided’ (U) around $3,300. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,800; 10- 
15-25-35-50)—"West of Broadway’ 
(M-G). Fairly decent notices for 
this one but John Gilbert won't 
draw more than thin $6,000. Last 
week ‘The Cheat’ (Par) about $6,900. 

Harris (WB) (1,800; 10-15-25-40) 
— Maker of Men’ (Col) and vaude. 
Looks like okay combo for Diamond 
stremt with $5,000 anticipated. Last 
week ‘Bad Company’ (Radio) $4,650. 

Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
60-75) —‘Tonight or Never’ (UA) 
and stage show. After five sensa- 
tional weeks, big comedown for 
house currently; film chopped by 
censors after having been held up 
for several weeks; won’t top $24,000, 
not so hot. Last week ‘Hell Divers’ 
(M-G) right up there at $36,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-25-60)— 
‘Union Depot’ (FN) and stage 
show. Fred Bradna’s circus on 
stage; strong draw here both on 
stage and screen; should have no 
trouble getting $33,000, maybe bet- 
ter. Last week ‘Dance Team’ (ox) 
off at under $22,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Peach o’ Reno’ (Radio). Wheeler- 
Woolsey likely to hit $9,000. Last 
week ‘Jekyll and Hyde’ (Par), in 
second week, yanked after five days 
to poor $6,000, this following open- 
ing session of better than gwell 
$17,000, 











500, may be better. Last week De- 
- ious’ (Fox) suffered by competi- 
tion and iow with $6,400. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100: 5-35) 
‘Around World’ (UA). Good enough 
to pull house on its feet; nice $4,- 
000 or better. Last week ‘Woman 
—— Carlo’ (WB) just fair, 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 10-25) 
‘Reckless Age’ (Par). Good for 
average $2,400. Last week ‘Men of 
Chance’ just cleared $2,600. 


—_oF 


| disappointine start 


What with continuance of Calf- 
fornia weather and some poor pic- 
ture product, Broadway business is 
getting phlegmatic. The new week's 
deal does not include any ace 
draws, no houses exhibiting chances 
for top grosses. Saturday (23), 
best day of the week, brought a 
with an all-day 
rain There’s been so much of the 
effluvial recently that box 
offices are beginning to feel it. 

Capitol and Roxy are on top cur- 
rently, former with ‘Champ,’ which 
ought to do a good $80,000 cr better, 
and Roxy with ‘Charlie Chan’s 
Chance’ a fair enough $70,000. They 
will be the street’s only near-out- 
standers, Paramount indicating 


setback 


about $55,000 or less for ‘No One 
Man.’ 

A significant factor in last week’s 
grossing generally was that the 
week-end business was up nicely in 
most spots with une xpected fall-off 
thereafter. This brought weekly 
quotas down considerably. 

The Warner Bros. remain in the 


holdover camp strongly, with Cag- 
ney in his third week at the Strand 
shooting for a good $26,000; ‘Safe 
in Hell’ at the Warner (fifth week) 
pulling for around $9,000, not bad; 
and ‘Union Depot’ in the Winter 
Garden, holding up for a second 
week's $25,000, nice. 

Numerous pictures are almost 
ready to depart from the Broadway 
zone. These include ‘Hell Divers’ 
at the Astor; ‘Arrowsmith,’ which 
darkens the Gaiety Sunday (31); 
‘Jekyll and Hyde,’ which may move 
out of the Rivoli at the end of the 
current week, and ‘Cock of the Air,’ 
which gets a bad first week start 
at the Rialto, run house, 

The Howard Hughes picture, hurt 
by the censor’s shears, is improb- 
able for more than a week. It will 
have to work hard to make $15,000. 

‘Man I Killed,’ Par’s $2 entry at 
the Criterion, with terrific notices 
and a heavy advance campaign, got 
$9,600 in its first 5% days, okay. 

RKO’s film show window, May- 
fair, just so-so with ‘Panama Flo’ 


(RKO-Pathe) at $15,000. Thurs- 
day night (28), ‘Woman Com- 
mands’ (Radio) comes in for @ 
week, 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (1,102 $1-$2), ‘Hell Divers’ 
(M-G) (5th week). Holding on by 
its teeth and keeping the house ten- 
anted until $2 successor is set. 

Capitol (5,400; 25-85-$1.50), ‘The 
Champ’ (M-G) and stage show. 
Moving in following recent two-a- 
day run at the Astor down the Stem, 
this one is looking to a solid $80,- 
000, Picture is being heavily cam- 
paigned as it was at the Astor. Last 
week, third for Garbo’s ‘Mata Harf’ 
brought a fat $60,000, okay. 

Criterion (996; $1-$1.50), ‘Man E 

(Continued on page 37) 


‘Team’s’ $14,000 Fair; 
‘Depot’ $10,500, Cincy 


Cincinnati, Jan. 25. 

Marie Dressler is the current 
heavy rumble. ‘Union Depot’ like- 
wise is seeing important coin. Last 
week got its chin slapped by the 
weather and auto show. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-75), 
‘Manhattan Parade’ (WB) and 
vaude. A slow $20,000. Last week 
tough weather held Whiteman and 
‘Age for Love’ (UA) to a good 


$27,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,700; 30-50), 
‘Dance Team’ (Fox). Buyers apa- 
thetic and $14,000 fair. Last week 


‘Ladies of Big House’ (Par) $14,500, 








Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 30-50), 
‘Emma (M-G). Swell on $16,000 
and will hold over. Last week 


‘Mata Hari’ (M-G) slipped to $9,000 
in second week. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 30-50), 
‘Union Depot’ (WB). Making 
money at $10,500; house simultane- 
ously biliing Laurel-Hardy comedy 
heavily. Last week ‘Two Kinds of 
Women’ (Par) $8,500. 

Strand (RKO) (1,350; 25-40), 
‘Private Lives’ (M-G) and ‘Mata 
Hari’ (M-G) split second-run. Fair 
$3,000, Last week ‘Jekyll-Hyde’ 
(Par) second-run, and ‘Woman 
from Monte Carlo’ (WB) shared 
$2,700. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,600; 25-40), 
‘Heartbreak’ (Fox). Treading fair 
at $3,200. Last week ‘Guilty Gen- 
eration’ (Col) $2,600. 

Family (RKO) (1,140; 15-25), 
‘Dragnet Patrol’ (Fischer) and ‘Po- 
eatello Kid’ (Tiff). Splitting good 
enough $3,200. Last week $3,000 for 
‘Speckled Band’ (Standard) and@ 
‘Devil Plays’ (Standard). 

Ufa (400; 30-50), ‘Der Tiger’ 
(Ufa). On way to a normal $1,006, 
following excellent $3,500 with 
‘Mystery of Life’ (U) during past 





fortnight. 
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Big Plug Helps 
‘Arrowsmith to 
$75,000 in Philly 


Philadelphia, Jan. 25. 
Indications are for a moderately 
good week with nothing sensational 
expected. 

“Arrowsmith” opened with plenty 
of special advertising and exploita- 
tion at Keith’s and won corking no- 
tices. Has support of Art Alliance, 
snooty local outfit. Should hit 
around $25,000, and if beating it 
will be house record. 

Mastbaum’s stage show has only 


Clark and McCullough as names 
this week. Picture is ‘High Pres- 
sure. House has been feeling the 


reaction after the star-studded 
shows around the holidays, and cur- 
rent week will see gross further 
pulled down. Maybe only $40,000. 
The Stanley expects to take in 
plenty with ‘Union Depot,’ if no- 
tices mean anything, but with film 
attendance sinking back to nor- 
malcy after a five or six weeks’ 
spurt, two weeks looks like plenty. 

The Boyd has ‘Forbidden,’ which 
is also doubtful of holding over. 

The Fox figures to brighten with 
James Dunn in person augmenting 
‘Dance Team.’ 

The Stanton is experimenting 
with midnight shows again and get- 
ting some response. Has ‘Woman 
from Monte Carlo’ until tomorrow 
(Tuesday). This spot is the only 
one which switches early in week, 

Estimates for This Week 

Mastbaum (4,800; 35-50-75)— 
‘High Pressure’ (WB) and stage 
show. Clark and McCullough in 
person and nothing hot indicated; 
maybe $40,000, possibly less. Last 
week ‘Peacn o’ Reno’ (Radio) plus 
stage circus nearly $45,000. Drop 
from pace after reopening, but fair. 

Keith’s (1,800; 35-50-75)—‘Arrow- 
smith’ (UA). Looks hot for a week 
anyway; reviews were raves and 
$25,000 indicated; Goldwyn experi- 
menting here with grind policy for 
his special; selective exploitation 
being used. Last week ‘Private 
Lives’ (M-G) down to a little less 
than $15,000 in second week, okay. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75)—Union 
T >pot’ (WB). Considerable critical 
ballyhoo and looks for good week, 
though holdover in some doubt; 
around $16,500. Last week ‘Jekyll 
and Hyde’ (Par) eased off in second 
week, $16,000. 

Boyd (2,400; 35-50-75)—‘Forbid- 
den’ (Col). One week likely enough; 
$15,000 indicated. Last week ‘Ladies 
of the Big House’ (Par) disappoint- 
ed and scrammed after $17,500. 

Fox (3,000; 35-50-75) — ‘Dance 
Team’ (Fox) and _ stage show. 
Should benefit by personal appear- 
ance of James Dunn; likely $25,- 
000; fair, but better than house has 
been .doing. Last week ‘Stepping 
Sisters’ (Fox), plus Ruth Etting on 
stage, got only $20,500, not enough. 

Earle (2,000; 25-65)—‘Reckless 
Age’ (Par) and vaude. Buddy Rog- 
ers’ recent personal appearance here 
may help; looks about $20,500. Last 
week ‘Wise Girls’ (Col) near $20,000. 

Stanton (1,700; 25-65)—‘Our Chil- 
dren’ (Radio). Opens tomorrow 
(Tuesday). Last week ‘Woman of 
Monte Carlo’ (WB) weak at $8,000. 

Karlton (1,100; 50) — ‘Around 
World’ (UA). In this small house 
picture can hardly get more than 
$5,500 first run. Last week ‘Under 
18’ (WB) only $4,000, 

Arcadia (600; 50)—‘Once a Lady’ 
(Par). Maybe $2,750. Last week 
‘The Champ’ (M-G) did well in sec- 
ond downtown showing, $3,750. 


Judgments 








National Evans Motion Picture Film 
Laboratories, Inc.; Komp Film Labora- 
tories, Inc., et al; costs, $122. 


Excellent Pictures Corp.; 
Lithograph Corp.: $2,250. 
Peas Euernjy; N. Y. Tribune, Inc.; 


Continental 


M. & 8S. Circuit, Inc.; Redleaf Realty 
Corpn.; $5,369. 

John R. O’Brien; Henri Rogowski Co., 
Inc.; $372. 

Louis F. Werba: Mitchell 
Holding Corp.; $62,356. 


Satisfied Judgments 


Band Box Amusement Corp.; Progres- 
siye Finance & Realty Co., Inc.; $969,29, 
June 24, 1931. 

George White; 
ing Service, 
1931, 


H. Mark 


Bamberger Broadcast- 
Inc., et al; $59.35, Oct. 31, 





THEATRE PAYS 10% 


Denison, Ia., Jan. 25. 

Indebtedness of the Denison 
Opera House company was reduced 
$3,000 last year, according to report 
of financial officers, who stated that 
the year just closed had been a suc- 
cessful one, 

A 10% dividend has been paid to 
138 depositors. 


Tacoma Normal 


Tacoma, Jan. 25. 

Just plugging along this week. 
Orpheum vaude up a little, with 
other attractions average. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 25-60) 
‘House Divided’ (U) and vaude. 
Split week with ‘Union Depot’ (FN) 





steady at $4,300. Last week ‘Your 
Nerve’ (FN) and ‘Forbidden’ (Col) 
okay at $4,500. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25- 
35-50) ‘X Marks Spot’ (Tif). A so- 
so $2,500. Last week ‘Ten Nights 
Barroom’ (Ind), heavily exploited, 
reached $2,650. 

Rialto (Fox) (1,200; 25-35-50) 
‘Silence’ (Par), ‘Personal Maid’ 
(Par) and ‘Hell Divers’ (M-G) in 
tri-split week, good at $4,000. Last 
week ‘Mati Hari’ (M-G), and two 
days of ‘Surrender’ (Fox) clicked 


for $4,800. 


PROV. ALBEE’S VAUDE 
AROUND FAT $15,000 


Providence, Jan. 25. 


Battle between Albee and Fays is 
eclipsing all else here. Former 
house returned to vaudeville Sat- 
urday (23) after an absence of al- 
most two years. Return-to variety 
bills was greeted with most sensa- 
tional ballyhoo this town has seen 
in years. Fays, the other vaude 
house, attempting to meet every 
move by the Albee. Both houses 
will be in the money. 


‘Union Depot,’ at the Majestic, 
looks like the leader of the straight 
picture houses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s State (3,500; 20-50-75)— 
‘Tonight or Never’ (UA). Nothing 
to indicate that this one will go 
over $14,000; deemed too classy to 
get the rabble. Last week ‘Hell 
Divers’ (M-G skyrocketed to a sen- 
sational $23,200. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50)— 
‘Union Depot’ (FN) and U. S. C.- 
Tulane special, Latter feature help- 
ing and should have no trouble 
garnering $11,000. Last week 
‘Dance Team’ (Fox) and ‘Pleasure’ 
(Artclass); Dunn-Bilers did all the 
pulling at $10,000. 


Albee (2,500; 15-50)—‘Forbidden’ 
(Col). Six acts of vaude and its re- 
turn greeied enthusiastically ac- 
companied by first-class publicity; 
house probably close to $15,000, big. 
Last week ‘Ladies of Jury’ (Radio) 
so-so at $5,700. 

Fay’s (1,600; 15-50) — ‘Charlie 
Chan’ (fox). Five acts of vaude; 
Ed Fay got himself one of the big- 
gest stage shows this town has ever 
seen in answer to RKO’s challenge; 
big week in prospect; at least 
$7,500. Last week ‘Mad Parade’ 
(Par) okay at $6,000. 


Paramount (2,200; 15-50—‘Reck- 
less Age’ (Par). Title may scare up 
the flappers and collegians here for 
good $9,000. Last week ‘Two Kinds 
of Women’ (Par), $8,400. 

Victory (1,600; 10-35)—‘Morals for 
Women’ and ‘The Deceiver’; double- 
feature bill may drag this one to 

2,500. Last week ‘Big Shot’ 
(Pathe) and ‘Nice Women’ (U), so- 
so at $2,500. 


Team’ Lifts B’klyn Fox to 
$30,000—Albee $25,000 


t Brooklyn, Jan. 25. 

The deluxers are hard hit down- 
town this week because of feeble 
attractions. Both the Strand and 
Metropolitan are the only two em- 
poriums which will show something. 

Strand offering ‘Taxi’ should 
bring in around $20,000, very good, 
and Met with ‘Mata Hari’ figures 
for $30,000. Fox is bettering a 
little. 

Estimates for This Week 


Paramount—No One Man’ (Par) 
and stage show (4,900; 25-35-50-75- 
&5). Picture not hot; maybe $35,000. 
Last week ‘Two Kinds of Women’ 
(Par) $40,200. 








Fox—‘Dance Team’ (Fox) and 
stage show (4,000; 25-35-50-65). 


Ruth Etting in person and $30,000, 
better. Last week ‘Stepping Sisters’ 
(Fox) and Morton Downey in per- 
son, $22,600. 

Albee—‘Panama Flo’ (Pathe) and 
vaude (3,200; 25-35-50-75). Helen 
Twelvetrees, a local girl with good 
following; vaude headed by Bill 
Robinson; around $25,000, okay. 
Last week ‘Girl of Rio’ (Radio) 
only $19,100. 

Strand—‘Taxi’ (WB) (2,500; 25- 
35-50). Large attendance for this 
one, and maybe $20,000, high for this 
generally quiet house. Last week 
‘Woman of Mente Carlo’ (FN) 
$12,300. 

Loew’s Met—‘Mata Harf and 
vaude (3,500; 25-35-50-75). Vaude 
unimportant this week; around 
$3),000. Last week ‘False Madonna’ 
(Par) weak at $17,000, 





BOSTON MET UP WITH 
$40,000 ON ‘PRESSURE’ 


Boston, Jan. 25. 

The State is in for another big 
week with ‘Emma’ and the Scollay, 
with ‘Kiki’ Roberts in person, ought 
to have a good sum in the box of- 
fice. The Met and Keith’s Boston 
ought to be among the leaders, Met 
sprinting with ‘High Pressure.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Met (Publix (4,380; 50-75)— 
‘High Pressure’ (WB) and stage 
show. Doing very well and won't 
be far from $40,000, good. Last 
week ‘Two Kinds of Women’ (Par) 
and Tetrazzini failed to draw as 
expected; fair $33,800. 

Keith’s (4,000; 35-50-65)—‘Wom- 
an Commands’ (Pathe). Pola Ne- 
gri may draw $16,000, weak. Last 
week ‘Forbidden’ (Col) fair at $19,- 
000. 

Keith-Boston (4,000; 35-50)—‘The 
Big Shot’ (Pathe) and _ vaude. 
Helen Kane in person, and around 
strong $24,000. Last week ‘Secret 
Witness’ $16,100. 

Scollay (Publix) 
‘Safe in Hell’ (FN). ‘Kiki’ Roberts 
should raw $14,000. Last week 
‘Jekyll and Hyde’ good at $13,000. 


(vaudfilm)— 


Olympia (2,200; 35-50-60)— 
‘Dance Team’ (Fox). Not much 
over $8,000. Last week ‘Rainbow 
Trail’ (Fox) fair at $6,700. 


Uptown (2,200; 35-50-60—‘Dance 
Team’ (Fox). Around usual $7,500. 
Last week ‘Rainbow Trail’ (Fox) 
fair $7,000. 

State (4,000; 25-35-60)—‘Emma’ 
(M-G). Ought to reach $29,000, 
fine. Last week ‘Hell Divers’ (M-G) 
big at $31,100. 


Detroit Generally Off, Best 
Take Downtown’s $20,000 


Detroit, Jan. 25. 
This must be Xmas week without 
Santa Claus. Exhibs have no ex- 
planation of the bad biz except the 
pictures. Good vaude at the Down- 
town is getting a nice play there. 


Estimates for This Week 


Michigan —‘Lovers Courageous’ 
(MG) (4,045; 15-25-35-60-75). Mont- 
gomery getting a fair play but pic- 
ture disappointing; maybe $32,000, 
fair. Last week ‘Two Kinds of 
Women’ (Par) only $24,700. 

Fox—‘Chan’s Chance’ (Fox) (5,- 
100; 15-25-50). This one fair at 
$25,000. Last week ‘Dance Team’ 
(Fox) $25,300. 

Fisher—‘No One Man’ (Par) (2,- 
665; 15-25-35-60-75). Weak pic- 
tures and complete lack of names 
on the stage bringing a poor $17,000. 
Last week ‘Manhattan Parade’ 
(WB) $15,000. 

Downtown—‘Men of Chance’ (Ra- 
dio) (2,750; 15-35-60-75) and vaude. 
Lillian Roth headlining and getting 
the best pro rata play in town; 
will get a little profit at $20,000. Last 
week ‘Girl of Rio’ and Irene Rich 
in person poor at $14,000. 

United Artists—‘Mata Hari’ (M- 
G) (2,018; 15-25-60-75-90). Third 
week only fair; about $10,000. Last 
week same film held up okay at 
$15,000. 

Paramount—‘Emma’ 
448; 15-35-60-75). 
be okay at $14,000. 
a nice $18,000. 

Little Cinema—‘Zwei Herzen’ (435; 
35-50). Getting a capacity play and 
will do a very pretty $3,500. 








(M-G) (3,- 
Third week will 
Last week got 





‘Heaven’-Vaude Sending 
Seattle Orph to $12,000 


Seattle, Jan. 25. 

Vaude stepping into the dual 
limelight at the Orpheum this week 
while ‘Heaven on Earth’ is uphold- 
ing the picture menu. Exploitation 
split. 

Liberty goes to double feature 
program this week, at two bits top, 
to combat the Fox Paramount, 
where the policy still clings. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fifth Avenue (Fox) (2,400; 35-60) 
Jekyll and Hyde’ (Par). A dull 
$10,500. Last week ‘Dance Team’ 
(Fox) didn’t get going, $10,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2700; 25-60) 
‘Heaven on Earth’ (U) and vaude 
Weaver Bros. on stage; looks fine 
at $12,000. Last week for ‘Girl of 
Rio’ (Radio) only $7,700. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950: 25) 
‘Lasca’ (U). Fair on indicated $3,000. 





Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
35-50) ‘Forbidden’ (Col). On way 
to $4,500, 

Liberty (Jensen-von Herberg) 


(2,000; 15-25) ‘Hard Hombre’ (Shef) 
and ‘Women Go on Forever’ (Tiff). 
Trying out double feature again, 
steady at expected $6,000. Last week 


‘Lady Who Dared’ (FN) around 
$5,300. 
Paramount (Fox) (3,106; 25-35) 


‘Ladies of Big House’ (Par) and 
‘Stepping Sisters’ (Fox) double pill. 
Will do big $7,500. Last week, 
‘False Madonna’ (Par) and ‘Good 
Sport’ (Fox), $4,300. 

Coliseum (Fox) (1,800; 25-50) 
‘Ambassador Bill’ (Fox). Fair at 
anticipated $3,600. Last week ‘Emma’ 





Steck 


Market 


a 
ae 





(Continued from page 7) 
management, always calculated to 
hurt morale from top to bottom and 
to injure earnings. All these things 
are new elements in a Paramount 
situation already clouded with ad- 
ministrative and financing prob- 
lems. 

For a couple of weeks Paramount 
stock was supposed to be the sub- 
ject of a campaign by a bull clique, 
and its tape performance gave 
every indication that the tale was 
true. Stock was churned over in 
volume up to 30,000 shares a day 
and achieved a recovery top at 11%. 
On the publication of the Kent 
resignation, the picture changed 
entirely. Turn-over dropped to be- 
low 10,000 shares, suggesting that 
the clique operation was losing mo- 
mentum, and the price slid to its 
Saturday close at 9%, after touch- 
ing 934, the low on the retreat. 

Film men around the Square who 
dabble in stocks almost as a unit 
regard Par. as one of the most 
promising short sales in the list, and 
that in itself may be a very good 
reason for leaving it alone as a sale. 
The bull clique could easily capital- 
ize an oversold position in the stock 
for a pretty wide advance. Another 
argument against a short trade in 
Par. in this professional market is 
that the majority of outside traders 
are bearing on it, and in market 
speculation the outside majority is 
always wrong. 

Fox-Skouras Parley 


Story broke into the open during 
the week that Spyros Skouras and 
Fox Film Cor. were near consum- 
mation of an arrangement by which 
the senior member of Skouras Bros. 
would take over the Fox-West 
Coast chain of 500 theatres, admit- 
tedly operating at a loss. Fox peo- 
ple emphasized that they were not 
disposing of the properties but that 
Skouras would handle them on a 
percentage of profit basis. 

For the past two weeks such a 
deal has been whispered about in 
the trade, but when the story be- 
came public property there was im- 
mediate selling of Fox, which had 
climbed from 2% back in December 
to around 5% on the January ad- 
vance. Stock closed the week at 4, 
a bottom on the movement, prob- 
ably representing scattered selling 
of discouraged long’ speculators. 
Selling was fairly well taken, al- 
though the total of transactions for 
the week 





thoroughness with which the une 
happy Fox situation had been dise 
counted. 

Slump in Paramount also contrib. 
uted to the weakness of Fox, as it 
did to the other amusement issues, 


Div. Off W. B. Pf. 


Third item of adverse news for 
the week was the failure of the 
Warner. Bros. directors to declare 
the dividend due March 1 on its pre- 
ferred stock. This removes one more 
theatre stock off the dividend paying 
last, leaving only one active amuse. 
ment stock paying a cash dividend, 
That is Loew, still disbursing its $3a 
year, recently having also declared 
its $1 annual extra. 

Failure of the board to declare the 
quarterly 97 cents was no surprise 
to the Street, since the senior stock 
has lately been extremely inactive 
at around 9-12, at which price, of 
course, it showed pretty plainly that 
its dividend was in jeopardy. Only 
one board lot changed hands during 
the week, and that at $12.50, at 
which price a continuation of the 
rate would have meant a return of 
about 30%. 

Nothing new came out about 
Loew, but it didn’t behave very bril- 
liantly, ending the weék at 27 flat, 
its bottom for the week and also a 
new low on the movement and less 
than 4 points from its extreme low 
of 23%. Chart readers have figured 
right along that the stock should 
show resistance at 27, and when it 
touched that level feeing was that 
its position was unattractive from 
the bull side. The previous week, 
ending Jan. 16, Loew held at a re- 
sistance lever at 27%, but generally 
was maintained at better than 28, 
During its demonstration of strength 
in that week volume was heavy, to- 
taling nearly~45,000 shares for the 
six sessions. On last week’s decline 
turnover was lower at around 16,000 
shares. 

Ordinarily sharp falling off in vol- 
ume on the decline would be an en- 
couraging sign, but that rule scarce- 
ly applies in the present type of 
highly professional market. Just as 
the maneuver of the Par. clique was 
to churn its favorite in volume to 
attract a following, it might well 
have been that a Loew clique was 
staging fireworks on the upside with 
the design of distributing stock, and 
they may have accomplished their 
purpose during the stock’s sprightly 
performance the third week in Jan- 








was only 7,100 shares,| uary, when it touched its recovery 
pretty eloquent testimony to the! top at 31%. 
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.| - general theatrical business, 100 shares 
‘ no par value. 
ncorporatsons Esiill Amusement and Kealty Corp., 
Highland alls, theatrical enterprises, 
ee restaurants, $20,000, 
ieee ae Fan. Oe Statement, Designation 
Bally-Hoo Theatrical Costume Co., Inc., Universal Radio Producers Corp., $00 
New York co., costumes for dramas, | Market street, Wilmington, Del., the- 
theatrical performances, $10,000. atrical business, New York office, 11 
Adam Hat Broadcast, Inc., New York | West 42nd street, New York City. A; 
co., radio broadcasting studio, advertis- | R. Bushman, president, $100,900. 
ing, 200 shares no par value. nun 
Sales on Sound Corp., Manhattan, op- 
erate theatres, garages, 100 shares no California 
par value. s - — 
Keenan Productions, Ine., Manhattan, ‘ wawewemearcery Selle SNe 
theatrical enterprises of all kind, 200 Studio Theatre Corp., Mirror Theatre 
shares no par value. Corp., Orange Blossom Theatre Corp., 
Moser and Terry, Inc., New York co., | and Angelus Theatre Corp. (taking over 
motion pictures, plays 200 shares no par| Hughes-Franklin houses in Southern 
value, California), each with 1,000 shares no 
Mondray Amusement Corp., Kings, | Par capital stock, none subscribed. Ds 
theatrical business, $1,000. Cc. Davis, R. N. Nickels, L. K. Landau. 
C. A. M. Kino Enterprises, Ine., Man- Standard Pictures Corp., capital stock 
hattan, theatrical business, $10,000. 100,000 shares, none subscribed. A. M- 
Criterion Pictures Corp., Manhattan, | Medqueaux, Jeanne Moore, George H. 
moving pictures, 200 shares no par 3owles, J. A. Bowles, James L. W right. 
value, Western Costume Corp., County of 108 
Film Library, Inc., New York, gencral| Angeles, capital stock 20,000 shares, 


motion picture business, 
par value, 

The Inside Story, Inc., New York co., 
theatrical enterprises of all kinds, 10 


200 shares no 


shares no par value. 

Gallub Amusement Co., Ine., New 
York, theatrical business, 200 shares no 
par value. 

L. E. Gensler, Inec., Manhattan, the- 
atrical business, 450 shares—150 pre- 
ferred 100 and 390 commen no par 
value. 





Steuben Productions, Inc., Manhattan, 


none subscribed, Joseph H. Greenberg, 
Dan Greenberg, Ike Greenberg, Perey 
Greenberg, Dora Greenberg. 

The Hawks Corp., County of Los A 


ne- 
vi 





geles (theatre operation, agency). pi 
tal 100 shares, $3 subscribed. William 
B. Hawks, Jane Collins, Joyce Payne 

General Amusement Corp., County if 
Los Angeles (food and confectionery con- 
cessions in parks and theatres), c°?P!* 
tal stock 2,500 shares, none subscribe a. 
Anna Abrams, Fannie Bearman, J. [« 
Feinfeld, 
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SSAll that is best, all “Paramount has 

that is finest. It brought the great 

, ‘ fe 

stabs the heart, it Lubitsch’s greatest 
production to the 3 


stirs the soul.” Te ane 
Criterion. 


—N. Y. American —N. Y. Mirror 





“Definitely superior “Treats skillfully of 


cinema.” a different theme.” 


| —N. Y. Heratd-Tribune —N. Y. Daily News 


“There‘is no.denying the human 


and truthful.qualities of the 


simple ‘tale.’ P 


—N. Y. Times | 
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$2.00 CRITERION N. Y. C. 






“Serious, worth- 
while drama.” 


—Mrotion Picture Daity 


“A highly commend- 


able work. An ex= | 


ceptionally fine film 
deeply touching. I 
urge attendance.” 


—N. Y. Sum 


S.R.O. FROM THE START 


RAVE REVIEWS! 


“Many in last night’s 
audience gave it the 
tribute of tears.” 


—N. Y. Journal 


***Mian I Killed’ ex- 
eels. A truly con- 
vineing human 
drama.” 


—N. Y. Telegram 


A lasting eredit to Lubitsch. its 


maker; Paramount. its producer. 


and the great industry it repre- 


sents.”’ 


—Film Daily 
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- -f- By Epes W. Sargent 





Flexible Glass 


Some exhibitors have tried cello- 
phane as a substitute for glass in 
lobby displays, but this doesn’t seem 
to work out very well, as the mate- 
rial, while tough, is still too apt to 
tear. 

A small town man tried out a 
glass substitute offered for chicken 
coops and found it just the thing. 
It is fairly inexpensive, reasonably 
clear and cannot break. He liked 
the idea so well he is using it on 
some one-sheet boards intended for 
outside display, and finds it just as 
serviceable here. Any mail order 
catalog lists the fabric. 


Trademarks 


Most managers fail] to realize the 
value of the trade mark. They seem 
to feel that this is something only 
for the chains. The manager who 
is without a distinctive design is 
overlooking one of his best and most 
inexpensive bets. 

It should be of such a nature, if 
possible, that the very shape is sug- 
gestive of the theatre and capable 
of reminding of the theatre as far 
as it can be seen. No selection 
should be made until it is figured the 
choice will be permanent, and then 
it should be plastered on everything 
from billboards to the letterheads. 
It pays. 


Practical French 


A manager who believes in work- 
ing the schools for all they are 
worth has a deal with a teacher of 
French to give a double ticket to 
the pupil who submits the best 
translation of a film title into that 
language. He picks the most diffi- 
cult title from the trio of features 
he runs each week and leaves it to 
the teacher to make the award. 

The title does not have to be a 
literal translation, but must be as 
close as possible. 

Most of the children take the title 
home, to give further advertisement 
to the picture. A short synopsis is 
supplied to aid the pupils. 





Tie to Ping Pong 

Instead of dying out, ping pong 
seems to be increasing in popularity. 
It might give a minor push to busi- 
ness to institute a ping pong con- 
test, having players from various 
clubs, schools or lodges enter. 

On the other hand, it might in- 
duce some to stay home and prac- 
tice. Figure it out. 


Hyde Contests 


‘Jekyll and Hyde’ contests are not 
apt to prove as popular with the 
youngsters as Chaplin impersona- 
tions, but one exhib is whipping up 
the idea, figuring that plenty of ad- 
vance notice will be necessary in or- 
der to give mothers a chance to help 
the Hyde impersonators with their 
costumes. 

As framed the contest rules cali 
for a dual entry of a team showing 
the two characters, with other 
prizes for the best impersonator of 
each character. Judging will be in 
the lobby of the theatre just before 
the kiddie club meeting, with all 
contestants as the guests of the 
management at that affair. 


Lenten Lectures 


Slightly off the usual Lenten lec- 
ture idea, one manager is trying to 
frame a series of bookings for Tues- 
day nights which can be offered as 
non-theatrical and educational, 





Girls vs. Boys 


Hazleton, Pa. 

Feeling that there is money in 
students, Ben M. Cohen, of the Cap- 
itol, decided to find out how much. 
He made a four point campaign that 
brought out the boys and girls in 
droves. 

Five tickets to an impending 
basketball game were awarded the 
patrons, everybody received a copy 
of the basketball schedules of the 
local high school, the school squad 
was the guest of the management 
and there was a debate between the 
Beta Kappa club and the Little 
Women on ‘Resolved, That this is a 
reckless age.’ 

Latter was a tie up to the pic- 
ture, ‘Reckless Age,’ with the girls 
trying to argue that they were not 
reckless. First time a debate ap- 
pears to have been used as a the- 
atre attraction, but it took hold 
here. 


Makes a Rebate 


Figuring he would be willing to 
take a cut on a rather poor average 
business on Thursday and Friday, 
and not wanting to announce a cut, 
a manager remembered back to the 
days when drinks used to be two 
for a quarter and the barkeep would 
give a dime back and a token that 
with 10 cents was good for a second 
drink. 

Monday and Tuesday ticket buy- 
ers are given slips which may be 
turned in on Thursday or Friday, of 
the same week only, along with the 
lic that makes up the standard ad- 
mission. The tickets are printed 


with a bold face ‘Positively not 
transferable,’ but that is only to 
save face. Only about 40% of the 
tickets come back, but receipts are 
showing more money, which would 
indicate that the bargain instinct is 
still strong. 


Plugging for Adults 


Figuring on something to beat 
that ‘for children of all ages’ on 
‘Sooky,’ @ manager put out a team 
of a prosperous looking man and a 
small boy, who was not selected be- 
cause he looked like Jackie Cooper. 
Youngster wore a front and back 
sign which read: 

‘I am taking dad to see ‘Sooky’ be- 
cause I know he’ll like it as much as 
I did. It isn’t just for kids.’ 


Swinging to Type 
Several of the bigger cities, in- 
cluding New York, seems to be get- 
ting away from elaborately illus- 
trated advertising, and are changing 
over to type face. Several big pic- 
tures recently have dropped art en- 
tirely and have gone in for solid, 
legible lettering, with the attraction 
gained by the inviting appearance of 
the set-up. 

Possibly when all houses turn to 
the same idea it will have less value, 
since not a little of the conspicu- 
ousness arises from the fact that the 
ads are so different from others in 
the space that they are the first to 
catch the eye. But even with all 
theatres using mostly type, the av- 
erage of attractions will still be 
higher, since few cuts have the solid 
appeal of a quickly read letter. 

Probably the happy medium will 
be arrived at through a modest use 
of cut face in connection with the 
display, but at present the all-type 
seems to have the inside track. 


Hooks to ‘Delicious’ 


A fine opportunity for hookups on 
‘Delicious’ with groceries, bakeries, 
confectioners, restaurants, etc. 

Not only is a co-op page possible, 
but every store should be encour- 
aged to play up its window displays 
with the title, and even take it in- 
side to the counters. 


Sidelines 

Little things often help. They are 
picked up by merely keeping a look- 
out. 

A manager noticed a crowd around 
a window in an empty store, where 
a pitchman was selling fountain 
pens. He was writing on a pad, and 
the sidewalk audience read mean- 
ingless sentences. The manager then 
typed out a dozen crisp sales mes- 
sages, sold the pitchman on the idea 
of using these for his display lines 
in return for a couple of passes to 
the show. So he got a three-day 
animated ballyhoo at a cost of four 
admissions, 





Beauty Lectures 


Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 

Nothing about ‘Five Star Final’ to 
suggest a hairdresser, but the Irv- 
ing theatre here got plenty out of a 
beauty show staged with a local 
shop which also conducts a school. 

Fifteen girls from the shop were 
used to display various styles of 
hair dressing, each accompanied by 
a half-minute lecture. A drop with 
an oval opening displaying only the 
head and shoulders of the girls was 
used, closed in by a pair of curtains. 
Heads were lighted by three spots. 

Shop paid all costs of staging and 
music as well as taking heavy news- 
paper space. 


Bills for Blondes 


Scranton, Pa. 
One of the best gags in a heavy 
campaign on ‘Platinum Blonde’ was 
worked with three $1 bills. W. J. 
Cosgrove made a lobbv display of a 
brand new bill and a badly worn 
one, together with one of the old- 
fashioned size, with ‘It’s 10 to 1 you 
cannot pick the worthless bill.’ 
Added that the picture was a 100 
to 1 shot for entertainment. No 
prize offered, merely the challenge, 
but people were looking all day 
long and the advance was such a 
hit that it was moved into a drug 
store at request of the druggist. 
Cosgrove refused to spill the answer 

until after the run of the picture. 
He had the show hooked to a 
beauty parlor, which gave 25 finger 
waves daily at the -natinees, and 
the shop took extra newspaper space 
and also provided platinum wigs for 

its employees and the house girls. 








Good for Horrors 

McAllen, Tex. 
Palace pulled one for ‘Franken- 
stein’ when it advertised it would 
pay $5 to the man and woman who 
would sit on either side of the dark- 
ened auditorium while the picture 
was projected. Stressed that only 

these two would be in the house. 
More than 100 persons responded 
and L. J. Mason took the first man 
and the first woman to apply. House 
was plunged into complete darkness, 
even the exit lights being out, since 





the house was not open. 


Tied to Cabs 


Mobile, Ala. 

Harry Marchand, of the Crown, 
connected with a cab company, get- 
ting more than double the space he 
tould afford to pay from his ad ap- 
propriation. 

Cab firm urged the reader to roll 
home in one of its cabs after the 
show. Arrangements alse made 
whereby the ushers would call the 
cabs if there were none in front of 
the house. Gag permitted a small 
house to dominate the amusement 
section at only the regular cost, 


Inverted Ads 


Dubuque, Ia. 

The inverted newspaper ad used 
here to good advantage. Advising 
that ‘curiosity once killed a cat,’ it 
continued In a box, ‘if your curios- 
ity got the best of you in this ad— 
you ought to see,’ naming the pic- 
ture. Quite a number of comments 
locally on the stunt. 


, 


Sells Novelization 


Hazleton, Pa. 

Capitol theatre got a local paper 
to run off a four-page special, il- 
lustrated with 16 cuts on ‘Mata Hari’ 
and these were peddled by the un- 
employed at 10 cents a copy. To 
prevent bootlegging, each salesman 
carried a letter from the Chamber 
of Commerce, as local representa- 
tive of the U. S. Employment Serv- 
ice, stating that the bearer was an 
unemployed resident of the town. 


Several thousand copies were dis- 
posed of, the bulk of the sale go- 
ing to the peddler and the remain- 
der, less the small cost, to the gen- 
eral fund. 


Pup Giveaways 
Chicago. 

In conjunction with the Rin Tin 
Tin serial, ‘Lightning Warrior,’ 
neighborhood Publix-B. & K. houses 
are working up a nice campaign for 
the kids by giving away police dog 
pups. 

Two pups delivered each episode, 
the winning kids picked simply by 
lucky-number drawing. 


Mayoralty Candidacy 
Seattle. 

Vic Meyers wants to be the Jim- 
mie Walker of Seattle. ‘A jazz 
mayor for a jazz age’ is his cam- 
paign slogan. 

Vic filed for mayor of Seattle, put- 
ting up $75. With eight others he 
is formally to be placed on the bal- 
lot. 

Vic Meyers is the ace band leader 
of these parts. He has bands at 
the Trianon and the Butler, as well 
as a third at a roadside resort, mid- 
way between Seattle and Tacoma, 

Seattle has another showman in 
the race—-Frank Edwards, former 
manager of Winter Garden and 
twice elected mayor of the city, 
only to be _ recalled about five 
monius ago at a special election 
because he fired the city light chief. 











BEHIND 





the KEYS 








Seattle. 
Terry McDaniel here from south 
as city manager for Fox West 
Coast. 


Seattle. 
Joe Cooper, RKO div. pub. megr., 
t» Spokane as manager. Ron Gam- 
ble goes as assistant to Tacoma 
Orpheum; Ray Howes from Seattle 
to Spokane as assistant to Cooper. 


Washington. 
Carter Barron, of Atlanta, is the 
new manager of the Loew interests, 
taking the place of Colby Harri- 
man. 


San Francisco. 
United Artists theatre, under 
partnership ownership by U. S., and 
Herman Cohen, now managed by 
Cohen alone, his nephew, Larry 
Cohen, having returned to Los An- 
geles, where he again takes charge 

of the Rialto, downtown grind. 


A. B. Rhodes and Weldon Mason 
have purchased the Lone Star the- 
atre at Jasper, Tex., from L. P. 
Lewis, 


Dallas. 
A total of 593 theatres are now 
operating in Texas as shown by 
Douglas’s Annual Almanac, with 
only five silent houses operating. 
Out of the 945 theatres in Texas 
352, or 37%4%, are dark. 


Seattle. 
Howard White, here for year with 
Fox-West Coast Offices, for past 
month manager of Paramount the- 
atre, has gone to L. A, for duty at 
home offices of F-WC. 





Spokane. 

Joseph Cooper, exploitation man 
for the northwest, tentatively has 
been named to replace Walter Fen- 
ney as Spokane RKO Orpheum 
manager, 

Fenney says he is to go to Chi- 
cago for office duty. Homer Gill, 
RKO division manager, Seattle, re- 
fused to confirm Fenney’s transfer 
on his recent visit here. 


Chicago. 
Ed Masters, asst. mgr. at the lo- 
cal Palace, steps up to manager of 
the RKO, Columbus. Ted Earle of 
ee Palace, South Bend, replaces 
ere. 





Dallas. 
Lone Star at Jasper, Tex., sold by 
L. P. Lewis, after 15 years’ opera- 
tion. New owners Welson Mason 
and A. B. Rhodes. 





Marshalltown, Ia. 
A. E. Wilson managing the Strand 
for Publix here. 


East Liverpool, O. 

Dark for six weeks the Columbia 
theatre, recently acquired by S. M. 
Reichblum, of New York, has re- 
opened, Will offer straight  ictures. 
four changes weekly. 


Denver. 
The Denver (Publix) changes 
prices from 35 afternoons to 40. 
Price in upper balcony cut from 65 
to 40 week nights. Balance of house 
remains 65. The Paramount, also 





Publix, extends its 25 price frem 1 


to 5 p. m., and reduced rear balcony 
seats at night from 50 to 35. Balance 
of the house remains 50 nights. 


Yonkers, N. Y. 
Baker O. Shelton, manager of the 
RKO Embassy, Dobbs Ferry, trans- 
ferred to the RKO house at Green- 
wich, Conn, Graham Guttridge, re- 
cently of Warners, Allentown, Pa., 
succeeds Shelton at Dobbs Ferry. 


Columbus. 
P. J. Kennedy, formerly of New 
York, has been named the new p. a. 
for the RKO Palace and Majestic 
theatres, succeeding Homer Har- 
mon. 


Millbrook, N. Y. 
Millbrook theatre, only film house 
here, closes. 





Wappingers Falls, N. Y. 
Academy theatre, films, opens. 
Town without a theatre for months. 


Birmingham. 
‘Birmingham Film Exchange, Inc., 
is being operated by George Good- 
ale, who has purchased the interest 
of the Arthur C. Bromberg Attrac- 
tions here. 


Atlanta. 

Carter ‘Red’ Barron, Tech gridster 
and manager of the Fox theatre 
here, appointed city manager for 
Loew in Washington, D. C., effective 
Jan. 25. 

Barron’s successor at the Fox has 
not been named, 

Akron. 

Loew’s western division manager, 
W.A. Finney, has been using Loew's 
Akron as a training ground for his 
student assistants. R. L. Turnbull} 
is the latest. 

Los Angeles. 

Bruce Fowler transferred from 
city managership of Glendale to 
Same post in Pasadena by Fox-West 
Coast. Cliff Chellew, from UA, In- 
glewood, replaces Fowler, and Wil- 
liam Butts succeeds Chellew. T. R. 
Quinn takes Butts’ place at the 
Egyptian, Long Beach. 

E. J. Vaughn succeeds T. H. 
James as manager of the Scenic in 
Whittier, with James going to the 
La Brea, Los Angeles. James Mich- 
elstetter, formerly at the La Brea, to 
the Fox Highland, L. A. Charles 
Michelstetter is new manager of the 
Fox Adams,, L. A. 


Uniontown, Pa. 
Edwin J. Oliver, house manager 
of Strand, Huntington, W. Va., will 
be transferred here to manage West 
End theatre. The West End, legit 
house, being remodeled for second- 
run pictures. Opens next month. 


South Bend, Ind. 
George Gambrill succeeds T. R. 
Farle as manager of RKO Palace 
and Granada theatres here. Earle 
being transferred to Chicago. 
Ft. Madison, Ia. 
Columbia theatre reopens Jan. 30 
with Dick Gaston, former RKO 
manager, Minneapolis, in charge. 
Matinees only Saturday and Sun- 
day. 











Using Pigeons 
Albany, N. y. 
To exploit the current showing of 
‘Union Depot’ at the Strand theatre 
@ man, dressed as a woman, ree 
leased a flock of pigeons at the 
Union station here during a noon 
rush hour. 


; The screams of the 
woman’ and the fluttering Pigeons 
caused a near panic as scores of 
persons attempted to aid the ‘dis. 
tressed woman’ capture her birds, 
Charles Smakwitz, zone manager. 
and Joe Feldman, publicity dir: ctor 
for Warners, stood in the station 


and looked on smilingly. 

Railroad policemen were attracte@ 
by the commotion and they, too 
joined others in the capture of the 
pigeons. Then a riot call was « nt 
for police and a number responded, 
All but two of the pigeons were 


captured. The ‘woman’ was are 
rested after police learned what it 
was all about on a charge of breach 
of the peace. The stunt got some 
publicity. 


With Police Aid 
St. Paul. 

‘Forbidden’ suggested publicity on 
a natural with result police departe 
ment okayed an Orpheum parking 
forbidden inset for every no-parke 
ing zone in the loop. Also at car 
stops throughout the city. 


Split Signs 

Loew’s State, New York, uses the 
customary under-marquee signs at 
right angles to the sidewalk, usually 
adopting some oddity of shape. Free 
quently they are animated through 
a simple motor device. 

But no matter what they are, there 
is always a second and smaller sign, 
different in color scheme and shape, 
hung from the title banner end selle 
ing the vaude headliner. Most man- 
agers are content to provide one 
banner, but the double banner not 
only gives definite isolation to the 
separate units, it conveys the ideas 
of more than is offered by a single 
sign. 


Group Giveaway 
Detroit. 

Local Allied theatres have grouped 
together into a mammoth give- 
away held once a week. About 35 
theatres are participating with the 
value of the prizes totaling about 
$2,000. All but the cash prizes are 
being promoted. 

The prizes total 14 and include an 
automobile, $500 in cash, an electric 


refrigerator, radio, washing ma- 
chine, vacuum cleaner, three 
watches, $50 worth of sporting 


goods and silk hose, 

H. M. Richey, gen. mgr. of Allied 
of Michigan, has fought give-aways 
since its. start. Explaining his 
present stand he stated, ‘I don't ap- 
prove of give-aways. I have fought 
them for three years. But if Pube- 
lix and others want them, I'!l give 
them bigger and better give-aways 
till they get sick of them and quit.’ 


Soap Cartons as Passes 


Furlington, Ia. 
The Iowa and Palace 
both tied up with a soap flake cam- 
paign here, tops of cartons being 
good for one admittance to shows 
on two afternoons and one evening. 
Children up to 12 years were ade 
mitted on the carton passes. 





SETTLE WITH MUSICIANS 


New Haven, Jan. 25. 
Differences between Paramount 
theatre and musicians have been 
settled. Basic sveale remains un- 
changed at $67 in accordance with 
local’s agreement with international 
union, Cut was accepted on over- 
time and also on doubling in pit as 
well as doubling in pit and on stage. 
Trouble arose when management 
decided to drop two men from 
band, thereby reducing to necessary 

10 called for by local agreement. 





OAKLAND HOUSE DARK 


San Francisco, Jan. 25. 
The Roxie, Oakland, Cal., is again 


dark. Management failed to raise 
money to meet obligations. House 
failed to open Wednesday (20). 


Spyro Barbin, restaurateur, took 
over the house as his first attempt 
at show business. 

Second time within a year thea- 
tre has folded for same reason. 








Billy Citron Resigns 
San Francisco, Jan 25. 

After serving an general manager 
of the St. Louis Greenfield heuses 
(New Mission and New Fillmore) 
for more than a dozen years, Billy 
Citron has resigned. Earl] Williams, 
house manager, also out. 

Houses are being taken over by 
Nasser Bros., who are signing final 
papers with Herman Wobber, ad- 
ministrator of the Greenfield estate. 


theatres 
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Agitate Mid-Way Picture Permit 
To Solve British Censor Tangle 








+> 


London, Jan. 14. 
Film censorship in England hays 
always been in an_= equivocal 
state, and has consequently been 


a prey to reformists, cranks, educa- 
tionalists, and every known Dbusy- 
body. 

While the official censor was the 
highly regarded T. P. O’Connor 
nothing was said. Now the mantle 
has passed on to lesser beings and 
stormclouds are gathering. 

Position is this: The British 
Board of Film Censors is appointed 
and paid by the film trade, who sub- 
mit all films to the board, along 
with the viewing fee. 

The board has no official position, 
but is recognized unofficially by the 
local licensing authorities, who have 
the power to overrule its decisions. 

In practice, films, on viewing, are 
graded into two categories, adults, 
known as ‘A’ and Universal, mean- 
ing generally suitable, known as ’U.’ 

There is no in-between category. 
Either a film appeals to everybody, 
er it appeals to ‘adults only.’ 

Result of this is curious. ‘Ben- 
Hur,’ which caused hundreds of 
school parties to be organized with 
a view of seeing it, was given an 
*“A’ certificate because it showed a 
man’s chest, in violation of one of 
the rules of the board. 

Yet sex dramas in which the pill 
fs coated with sugar, get away with 
"U’ certificates. : 

‘A’ and ‘U’ Permits 

Result is films with ‘U’ certifi- 
eates can be seen by anybody but 
the ‘A’ film presents difficulties. 
According to the home office rules 
to local authorities, ‘A’ films should 
not be seen by children unless ac- 
eompanied by responsible adult. 

This clause is not strictly kept. In 
London minors can get in to view 
anything they have the money for. 
Yet in some provincial towns the 
licensing people go further, and say 
children must not see ‘A’ films 
however they are accompanied. 

The local authorities also have 
the right to ignore an ‘A’ handed 
out by the censors, or consider even 
a ‘U’ to be utterly unfit for general 
entertanment and ban it entirely for 
the district they cover. 

As a result of local bodies having 
recently laid down some pretty 
drastic rules about ‘A’ films, with 
consequent drop in box office re- 
ceipts through children not being 
abie to see them, even though ac- 
companied, and further as the re- 
sult of several local boards com- 
pletely banning pictures previously 
passed by the London censor, the 
whole question of film censorship 
has come to the fore. 

The trade has now suddenly an- 
ticipated the reformers, some of 
whom reckon the difficulties could 
be cleared up by establishing a third 
certificate, mid-way between ‘A’ and 
‘U,’ which would allow children to 
éee films, if accompanied by adults. 

This idea is to be pressed by the 
new committee, and certain reform- 
ers are said to be making the 
‘Frankenstein’ opening an excuse 
for some publicity on third-certifi- 
cate lines. 

The film trade, meanwhile, would 
do wisely if, on its own account, it 
urged that third certificate. It is 
logical to assume that many films 
now getting reduced b. o. returns 
because they happen to get an un- 
warranted ‘A’ certificate, would do 
better if they had an intermediate 
rating allowing accompanied chil- 
dren to see them. 





- . 
Jannings’ Gang Film 
Vienna, Jan. 25. 

Emil Jannings attended the world 
Premiere here of his newest Ufa 
Picture, ‘Storms of Passion.’ It's a 
strong Berlin underworld yarn with 
Anna Sten again doing a Dietrich. 

Picture has also been made in an 
English version. 





MUSSOLINI 8-REELER 


_ Tobis has acquired the American 

rights to ‘Mussolini Speaks,’ an 
eight reeler propagandizing Italian 
Progress under Fascism. Film will 
be given national distribution other 
than in theatre channels. An at- 
tempt will also be made to get it 
into regular spot houses. 

Picture carries a two reel talk 
by Mussolini in his native tongue, 
With superimposed Enelish ftiiles. 
Remaining reels only carry an ac- 





companying score. 


BRITISH CENSOR JAM 


Warner Film Third to Be Held Up 
By Local Boards 


London, Jan. 25. 

Wholesale censor bans continue 
from certain semi-official local au- 
thorities. 

The Warner film, ‘Why Change 
Your Husband,’ has been banned 
in at least a dozen quarters in the 
Midlands, and now ‘Many a Slin’ 
has been banned for Coventry. 

This is the third film to be banned 
in that district within eight days. 


281 GERMAN RELEASES; 
146 NATIVE, 75 U. S. 


Berlin, Jan. 14. 

In 1932, 281 pictures were released, 
of which 146 were German, 75 
American and 56 European, outside 
Germany. 

Of 76 directors producing the 
German group pictures, Director 
Karl Boese made eight pictures, 
George Jacoby and Richard Oswald 
five each, and Geza von Bolvary five. 

Of 832 film actors Julius Falken- 
stein played 20 roles, Otto Wall- 
burg 16, Eugen Rex 13. Then follow, 
with 12 pictures each, Lucy Eng- 
lisch, ,Hugo Fischer-Koeppe, Paul 
Hoerbiger, Fritz Odemar and Fritz 
Schultz. 

Ufa produced 20 pictures, Sued- 
film 19, Paramount 16 :.nd Deutches 
Licht-Spiel-Syndikat 14, Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer 11, Aafa 9, Deutche- 
Universal 9, Hegewald 7, National 
6, Messtro, Vereinigte Star and 
Terra-Film 5 each, Atlas and Alboe- 
Film Company 4 each, Biograph, 
Engels, Fellner & Somlo, Fox, Mon- 
dial, Prometheus, Siegel, Superfilm 
3 each, Atlantic, Centralfilm, Heros, 
Jacob, Kristall, Markische, Bild and 
Ton 2 each, and Cando, Haase, 
Itala, Laenderfilm, Preasens 1 each. 








Amery’s $170,000 Film 


London, Jan, 25, 
John Amery Productions, Ltd., 
formed here to produce travel talk- 
ers, has started the first one dealing 
with Africa. To cost $170,000. 
Amery is the son of the famous 
politician, 





7-REEL COMEDY HIT 


French Go For Version of Laure! 
and Hardy ‘Pardon Us’ 





Paris, Jan. 25. 

‘Pardon Us,’ Laurel and Hardy 
feature, is at the Aubert and doing 
smash business in a French ver- 
sion. Local title is ‘Sous Les Ver- 
rous’ (‘Doing Time’). 

Picture is a _  seven-reeler 
shown here. 


Bri ish Import 


Of Film Off 407, 
As Exports Sink 


London, Jan. 16. 

‘he annual report of the Board 
of Trade, published Jan. 12, gives 
startling information about the film 
trade, 

Whereas, in 1930 39,171,636 feet 
of positive film were imported here, 
only 21,166,949 came in last year, 
a drop of about 40%. 

The positive imports 
were 37,769,731 feet. 

This tremendous 
mainly taken out of the American 
and German markets, is due, of 
course, to the large number of Brit- 
ish films now being made, 

Negative stock imports dropped 
from 5,768,063 feet to 4,814,450, in 
1929 having been nearly 6,700,000. 

Blank film, however, showed an 
increase of over 4,000,000, rising to 
50,795,374 from 46,413,839, 

British film exports are also 
down, the export of positive in 1936 
having been 25,035,496 and last year 
only standing at 18,462,073. 
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Par’s French Feature 
For London with Star, 
Lemmonier, in Person 


London, Jan. 25. 


‘Tl Est Charmant,’ Paramont 
French talker, goes into the Carl- 
ton Feb. 1. Meg. Lemmonier, one 


of the leads, will do a personal ap- 
pearance with the picture in a spe- 
cial Francis Mangan presentation. 

Only five years ago Mile. Lem- 
monnier was an unknown chorus 
girl in the Hotel Metropole ‘Follies’ 
here. 





Australian Record 


Heat Turns 


W.-T. Profit to Loss of $175,000 





Sydney, Jan. 1, 

The hottest Yuletide Week in 
many years was responsible for a 
tremendous drop in theatrical] 
grosses everywhere. Unless weather 
changes managers will be lucky to 
get out of the red. In Australia the 
streets and sidewalks are nearly red- 
hot with heat. 

A great line-up of attractions are 
offered at probably the lowest ad- 
mission scale on record. 

Williamson-Tait are reviving 
‘Florodora’ with Dorothy Brunton, 
Leo Franklin and Sydney Burchell. 
Pantomimes include ‘The House 
That Jack Built,’ ‘Cinderella,’ ‘Babes 
in the Wood,’ ‘Tinka in Toyland,’ 
and ‘Robin Hood.’ Legits include 
‘As Husbands Go’ and ‘The Con- 
stant Nymph.’ Also operating are 
three revue units. 

Pictures include, ‘My Sin,’ ‘Get 
Rich -Quick -Wallingford,’ ‘Merely 
Mary Ann,’ ‘The Squaw Man,’ ‘Poli- 
tics,’ ‘Children of Dreams,’ ‘Huckle- 
Berry Finn,’ ‘Little Caesar, ‘Hun- 
garian Rhapsody,’ ‘This Modern 
Age,’ ‘Guilty Hands, and ‘Palmy 
Days.’ 

Night trade is pretty good, but 
not capacity. Heat sending folk to 
summer resorts. 


W-T’s Deficit 

Some three years ago W-T turned 
in a profit of over £80,000 on their 
legit operations. Today the same 
firm is in the red to the tune of 
£33,000. ; 

Depression, high taxation and 
many quick flops cause of loss past 
two seasons, 

Directors in their report to the 
shareholders stated that besides the 
severity of both Federal and State 
taxation the lack of plays of a 


suitable nature also handicapped 


their business. They stated that the 
play market was still restricted, but 





the outlook was much brighter now 
than it had been for some time. 

The latest balance-sheet shows 
paid-up capital £525,000 and £ 266,- 
602 in a reserve account besides 
£20,000 in a special reserve fund. 
The debit at profit and loss amounts 
to £51,434. Liabilities £437,375 
owing on mortgages, debentures, 
and sundry creditors, and £182,825 
in bank overdrafts. 

Despite set-back W-T is planning 
to go ahead with new productions 
next season including ‘Waltzes of 
Vienna,’ and ‘The Barretts of Wim- 
pole Street’ and other attractions. 





First Newsreel Theatre 


Greater Union Theatres are op- 
erating in Sydney the first newsreel 
house in Australia. Theatre opened 
last week and runs on grind 12 
hours daily with an admiission scale 
of 25 cents. Clips from all foreign 
reels besides local stuff make up 
program running time of about one 
hour. Clips are changed in some 
cases daily, and ‘hot’ local news is 
screened within the hour of shoot- 
ing. Stuart F. Doyle is sponsoring 
the idea which at present is in trial 
stage. If the idea clicks in Syd- 
ney, newsreel theatres will be 

(Continued on Page 42) 





Want Voice Double 
Universal's importation, Louis 
Trenker, unable to speak English so 
studio is testing voices to dub for 
him in ‘Mountains in Flame.’ 








Ufa Buys ‘Boheme-Verlag’ 
Ufa has bought the Viennese 
Boheme-Verlag.’ The former own- 
er, Otto Hein, also enters the ser- 
vices of Ufa. 


Paris Reports M-G Seeking Paris 
Studio, but N.Y. Office Says ‘No 





LONDON B. 0. UP 


Cold Spell and Football Fans Help 
—Holdovers Act as Break 





London, Jan. 25. 
Week-end biz generaly was pretty 


| good, influx of football fans from 
the provinces helping the legits. 
Cold spell yesterday (25) boosted 


picture house takings. 

Film figures would probably have 
been even higher but for the high 
percentage of holdover pictures. 

‘Frankenstein’ (U) opened nicely 
today (25) at the Tivoli. 

Insiders figure the horrifier good 
for a month, but the opinion is not 
unanimous. 


HUNGARY’S MONEY RULE 
MAKES IMPORTERS QUIT 


Budapest, Jan. 14. 

Of 100 pictures viewed in the last 
three months, the rejected 
20. The last seven rejected pictures 
were United Artists’ ‘She Goes to 
War’ and Metro’s ‘Easiest Way,’ 
‘Paid’ and ‘Menschen Hinter Git- 
tern,’ this being the German ver- 
sion of ‘Big House.’ These were ve- 
toed along with three German pic- 
tures. ‘Big House’ German version 
had been held up once before for 
extensive cuts, but even after all 
the scenes the censor objected to 
had been left out he said ‘no’ defi- 
nitely. 

Rigid censoring is all the more 
serious as the situation of distrib- 
utors is precarious anyway. The 
National 3ank, which exercises 
dictatorship over the distribution 
of foreign currency, refuses to al- 
low funds in foreign values for the 
purchase of pictures. Foreign cur- 
rency bought illegally is so much 
above par that films purchased at 
such a price cannot pay their way 
in Hungary. 

Philip Engel, one of the most 
prominent film men in Hungary, 
who was Warner-First’s local rep- 
resentative and made a small for- 
tune by importing the first talker, 
‘Singing Fool,’ has given up pic- 
tures to become a cafe operator. 

There seems to be a chance for 
native Hungarian talkers, how- 
ever. They can be made here at 
limited expense and pay their way 
if they are good. ‘Hypolite’ was a 
big success and gave the impulse 
for other plans. For the first time 
in ten years local capitalists are 
beginning to see chance of invest- 
ment in pictures. A new Hungarian 
short, ‘Kiss Me, Darling,’ is now 
being made at Hunnia_ Studio. 
Probably Geza Bolvary, Hungarian 
director who lives in Berlin and did 
‘Zwei Herzen im % Takt’ and a 
number of otner musicals, will di- 
rect a German and a Hungarian 
version of a new picture here next 
summer, 





censor 





Belgium Grants Delay 
In Film Import Taxes 


Paris, Jan. 14. 

American distributors in Paris 
together with natives succeeded in 
a combined move to obtain from the 
Belgian government a delay in ap- 
plying a 15% levy on all business 
done through their’ Belgian 
branches, 

Belgian government had decreed 
that a 15% tax, to be paid by all 
trades on business done in the 
country was to be paid on film ren- 
tals by exhibitors. Theatre men 
cried out, passing the buck to the 
distributors, who delegated two 
representatives to discuss matters 
with the Belgian authorities. 

A three months’ reprieve before 
applying the decree was granted to 
pass an opinion on the distributors 
contention that the only real import 
in Belgium is celluloid support, 
hardly worth anything, whilst the 
entertainment part, which reallly 
constitutes the film, is already 
bought and paid for in the guise of 
authors’ rights, and should not be 
taxed. 


P. D. C. Takes Plant 


London, Jan. 25. 
P. D. C. originally Producers Dis- 
tributing Corp. has taken the Stoll 
studios in Cricklewood. 
Agreement, with options, runs to 
five years. 








_ 





Paris, Jan. 25. 

With the French press becoming 
calmer on the dubbing question if 
films are made on this side, it is 
considered ilkely that Metro will 
shortly move into production on 
this side. It is known that Metro 
has been talking terms to several 
native picture companies tie- 
ups. 

One likely angle is that Metro will 
connect with Braunberger-Richebe. 
B-R got into financial 
couple of weeks ago and had 
to practically abandon production, 
Firm has one of the biggest studios 
here. 

The Braunberger- Richebe fi- 
nancial crisis will not go into a 
bankruptcy as at first thought, ar- 
rangements having been made for 
temporary refinancing. Board of 
directors was established, three 
members of which are from the pic- 
ture firm and three representing the 
main creditors. Company has sev- 
eral films on hand for distribution 
purposes, as well as a number of 
paying theatre properties. Cur- 
rent program is to abandon pro- 
duction entirely and sell or rent tlie 
studios. A deal for co-usage of the 
studios, such as Metro might make, 
would be a solution to the problem, 

Favorable to Dubbing 

George Kann, for Metro here, has 
Margaret Romaine to dub _ for 
Norma Shearer and Louise Barclay 
to talk French for Greta Garbo. 

Meanwhile, there is a growing 
feeling among American film men 
over here that dubbed product can 
be sold, if the localities are kidded 
about it a bit. Thus Paramount 
feels that by making some direct 
shots it can gain the confidence of 
Europeans sufficiently to slip many 
syncs into the program and get 
away with it, whereas straight 
synes would be harder to sell with- 
out bait. 


tor 


trouble a 


has 


Metro’s New York office con- 
tinues to deny it is attempting to 
obtain studio space in Paris, 
though admitting that ‘some offers 
from Frenchmen have been re- 
ceived.’ 

Understanding is that the Coast 
Metro execs favor the transporta- 
tion ef foreigns to Europe with Ar- 
thur Loew, in New York, insisting 
on a strictly American program. 


ITALIAN GOV'T STEPS IN 
ON RENTAL DISPUTE 


Rome, Jan. 25. 

Controversy between film renters 
and agents of producers, latter 
chiefly American firms, smolder- 
ing for some time, suddenly has 
become so acute as to call for Gov- 
ermental intervention through the 
Ministry of Corporations. 


Renters are contending that rent- 
als should not exceed 40% of the 
gross. Arents declare they cannot 
do busiuess profitably at under 
60%. 

It is believed here that if the dis- 
pute cannot be settled through con- 
ferences to the satisfaction of both 
sides, the Government may con- 
sider contingenting the output of 
imported films. 








BRITISH FIRM EXPANDS 


London, Jan. 25. 

Film Engineering, Ltd., small in- 
die outfit, is expanding with a new 
front and name change. Company 
now becomes Westminster Films. 
Jerry Jackson, once with United 
Artists, is chairman of the new 
lineup. 

Film Engineering did well with a 
number of quota films. 





PAR HOUSE’S COL FILM 


London, Jan. 25. 
‘Maker of Men’ (Col), American 
football film, goes into the Plaza 
early in February. 
It’s the first Columbia picture 
for this West End Paramount house. 





BETTY BRENT FOR LONDON 
London, Jan. 25. 
Evelyn Brent is expected over 
here soon by Paramount. 
She will make some talkers for 
that company at the Elstree studios, 
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are sweeping mid- winter grosses to lofty peaks and 
Ann pein in lights is big with attraction 


punch... 


Miss Harding s new production is vital drama, 
superlatively cast, smartly dressed and presents hos 


in a role the vast Harding public will relish. . 


Prep are now for your “Prestige af 


advertising campaign. 
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ADOLPHE MENJOU 
MELVYN DOUGLAS 


Directed by TAY GARNETT 


CHARLES R.. ROGERS Production 
Associate Producer Harry Joe Brown 








RKO PATHE PICTURE 
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TUNE IN! ¥E 
“RKO Theatre of the <™ 
Air” NBC. Coast-to. f™ 
Coast Network Every : ¥ ‘ 
Friday Night, 10:30 P.M. AVG 
New York Time 
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OU no doubt have read of my resignation from the j 
Paramount Publix Corporation. Because I am leaving ( 
the city for a brief rest it has been impossible to communicate } 
Pi with many of my friends in the motion picture industry. 
; ! 
lt Therefore, I am taking this means of expressing to them my 
1 very great appreciation for the loyalty and the warm personal ( 
a friendship they have shown toward me during the fourteen j 
| years of my service with Paramount. 
: x) oa | t Ikke 
7 To the leaders of exhibitor organizations, to the thousands of ( 
it individual theatre owners all over the country, to the exectt- | ? 
¥ tives of producing and distributing organizations, to the heads ) 


of the various labor groups, to those producers with whom I 
have been thrown in close contact, and to all the other fine 
men and women in this industry whom I am proud to call my 
friends, I write this note of thanks and gratitude for the 


pleasant relations which have been my good fortune for the 


last fourteen years. 


For the present all communications should be addressed to me 
at Room 710, 67 Wall Street, New York City. Telephone 
Whitehall 4-0040. 


Risaiiabe, 


y Le 
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Talking 





Miniature Reviews 


‘The Man I Killed’ (Par). 





Shorts 








SMITH AND DALE 

‘The Arabian Shrieks’ 

Comedy 

23 Mins. 

Rialto, N. Y. 
Paramount 

Highly ar.using comedy with the 
Smith and Dale team as Legion- 
naires who, sent on a mission as 
spies, accidentally come back to the 
desért Lot of 
story and plot, with laughs evenly 
dis. -ibuted. Okay for the 
houses. 

Story is by Aubrey Scotto, who 
directed. and Harry W. Conn. It 
contains plenty of good gags whicin 
well suit the type of comedy deliv- 
ery of the Smith and Dale team. It 
appears a few scenes from a ‘Beau 
Geste’ type feature (Par) or news- 
reel files have been spliced in for 
background, but if so, it’s been fit- 
ted in well. 

Coming back from the enemv 
Arab camp, where they’ve learned 
an attack is planned at 5 bells, the 
boys get mixed up with some girls 


fortress as heroes. 


best 


at an oasis, coming back in the 
midst of the attack, but by acci- 
dentallv setting off some tear and 


laugh gas bombs, repulse the enemy. 
Smith and Dale are clowning 
throughout, frequently talking of 
New York, and even when decorated 
for braverv don’t know what it’s all 
about. They're a funny looking pair 
as Le.ionnaires, besides. Char. 


MAGIC CARPET SERIES 
‘Manhattan Medley’ 
10 Mins. 
Embassy, N. Y. 
Fox Movietone 

When a haradboiled Broadway au- 
dience applauds for a full half-min- 
ute views of every day sights and 
contacts, the same may be unques- 
tionably held up as the most re- 
liable film story of Manhattan yet 
presented. 

In 10 minutes this carpet episode 
covers all of New York. From the 
bridges to the parks, subways, sky- 
scrapers, crowds, speaks, riots, fires. 
With it there is a certain tell-tale 
mannerism of the New Yorker. 

That Manhattan has everything 
in the way of life, business and en- 
tertainment is the story of this sim- 
ple piecing of news shots, but fine 
éditing and cutting, conveys. 

Waly. 


‘STRANGE AS IT SEEMS’ 
Novelty 

10 Mins. 

Translux, N. Y. 


Universal 


The usual assortment of unique 
things to be found by closer obser- 
vation cf the world is contained in 
this enisode. Several of them have 
been shown in other subjects for 
the screen, but they are worthy of 
repetition. 

Native Hawaiian diving for fish 

and devouring it raw has been seen 
many times before, In this short a 
man does the act a little differently, 
including an octopus in his menu. 
._ Hollywood's girl baseball team 
also seen before, but not in Multi- 
color. The millionaire whose hobby 
is collecting obsolet: cars; the shoe 
repairer who turned violin maker 
because of a dream among the 
others. Waly. 





GEORGE DEWEY WASHINGTON 
‘Rhythm of the River’ 

Singing 

10 Mins. 

Rialto, N. Y. 


Paramount 


A river boat, workers on it and a 
girl who stows away just to be near 
her boy friend, provide background 
here for several numbers, including 
solo and group. George Dewey 
Washington moves around the boat 
from the deck to the pilot house 
With his singing. 

For an effective close he and his 
stowaway girl, who’s pardoned for 
coming on the boat by the white 
captain, do a double, with the boat 
hands below dressing up. 

Nicely made and appropriate as 
filler on average shows. Char, 


‘THE WEEK-END MYSTERY’ 

ystery-Comedy 

ins. 
Loew's, New York 
Vitaphone 

This possesses all of the accou- 
trements of a featurette mystery 
with a dash of comedy. A detective 
Story writer vets his chance at a 
week end party which winds up 
with two shootings and a miniature 


raid. It's fair as a short subject, 
althouch somewhat involved and 


Mmislfading to the average fan. 
Trick placement of a revolver, an 
overheated room and melting can- 
dies, police, inspectors, and an ama- 
teur detectives are used, Consider- 
able time is spent before these oc- 
currences at a bridge table. Waly. 











Well made, but heavily themed 
and actionless picture hardly 


PARAMOUNT PICTORIAL 
attuned to film patronage as 


Subject Medley 


14 Mins. a whole. Cast value though 
Criterion, N. Y. script is depressing and has 
Paramount few relief sidelights. 


‘Panama Flo’ (RKO-Pathe). 
Little to recommend outside of 
a luring title and the name 
value of its star, Helen Twelve- 
trees. Must be campaigned 
heavily, preferably farther 
ahead then average. No assur- 
favorable 


Four subjects, the final in Techni- 
color, and fair enough. First and 
final items suggest that they could 
have individually stood as one-reel- 
ers. 

Introductory item is titled, ‘A Big 
Drink fur Six Million,’ and concerns 
the New York water supply system. 





Skips speedily over the various ance of word-of- 
phases of a generally unknown mass mouth. Where two first runs, 
of detail and, perhaps, particularly it should go into the second- 
interesting to Manhattan residents. ary A. Doesn't look a sure bet 
But the information is such as to] even for the P’s and C’s. 
intrigue residents of all sectors ; . 

yen: oa ld meyer Bie Boy ae | Charlie Chan Carries On’ 
liams’ Coast ran h for the raining (Fox). Another of the Chan 
of polo ponies. Williams is the series, with Warner Oland and 


former grid star who has appeared an entertaining mystery talker. 


in many films. Footage on the Should duplicate predecessors’ 
schooling is too sparing to permit comfortable grosses. 

other than a slight realization of | ‘ eT ce ee 

the work entailed, This is the se- 7 Cock of the Air’ (UA). Low 
quence in color, and it is minus a|| i" entertainment value and in 





closeup of Williams. prospects as a business-getter. 

Sandwiched items are a phoney Chester Morris and Billie Dove 
explanation by Vincent Lopez on | are the names, neither more 
how to conduct an orchestra. cli- | than of medium b.o. strength. 
maxing upon his inevitable piano | Considerable slapstick for 
rendition of ‘Nola,’ and a display || jaughs but few laughs of any 


of gems through co-operation of a 


; : 4 : ates importance result. 
prominent jewelry firm. These views 


will likely make the ladies blink ‘False Madonna’ (Par). Of 
with some off screen dialog making little interest and less action 
a feeble comedy attempt. due to story weakness Cast, 
The water supply camera descrip- featuring Kay Francis, is 
tion and what there is of the ponies good. As it stands, just Aa 

will carry the release. Sid. neighborhood film. 
‘Deadline’ (Col). Well made 


‘GUESTS WANTED’ 
Benny Rubin 


Buck Jones western done with 
capital production, editing and 


wee acting. A strong bet for the 
ins. sic 1 . ingle 
Mayfair, N. Y. neighborhoods and as a single 


feature. 
‘Ungetreue Eckehart’ (Lothar 


RKO-Pathe 


Second-grade shorts material 


light on story continuity and lighter Stark). Unoriginal German 
on entertainment value. Benny Ru- farce, with nice acting and 
bin and Nell Breen head a cast that some laughs. Will satisfy Ger- 
heaps no laurels on its shoulders man nabes. Too complicated 
through this effort. for other acceptance 

Part of the action is in a board- ‘Trotte Teodor’ (Svensk). 
ing house, with stage stuff coming Swedish slapstick comedy. 


later and Rubin moving into a song 
on the lamest excuse. None of the 
laughs are above lukewarm. 
Recording and photography up to 
standard. Char. 


Very poor in every department, 
but American Swedes are more 
loyal to their film product than 
any other foreign division, so 
may do well. 

‘Air Eagles’ (Big Production). 
A few air scenes contain the 
interest in this film. Minor 
thriller best fitted for double 
program. 


‘MENAGE ULTRA MODERNES’ 
(‘Ultra Modern Couples’) 
Marigny, Paris 

Paramount 











Possibly the best two-reel comedy 





produced in Joinville Studios and 
getting roars. It is not so much 
because the story is good and nicely 
acted, as because the director played 
up to the audience. 

Story is of two couples, each 
cheating on the other. Despite they 
were all away on good excuses, il- 
legitimately spent the night in Paris 
in different hotels with the room 
numbers chalked by the bootblack 
on the soles of their shoes finally 
telling the tale. Mazi. 


UA Openings 
Los Angeles, Jan. 

Two of the United Artists '’grudge 
houses,’ taken over by Fox-West 
Coast in the new distrib deal, will 
open shortly. 

The U. A., Long Beach, will be 
ready March 1 and the UA at El 
Centro, Cal., is slated to throw the 
doors wide April 21. 


= 
au. 











The Woman’s Angle 


“The Man | Killed” (Par). A deliberate, theatrical and successful 
effort to wring agonized audience tears. Overacted theme of a conscience- 
stricken French soldier seeking forgiveness from the grief-torn parents 
of the German soldier he killed. May torture women who have experi- 
enced loss by death. Inherent pathos of the situation too wracking for 
general femme attendance and no flapper appeal. 














‘No One Man’ (Par). Routine triangular love interest appeals to fan- 
ettes through alluring personalities, costumes and backgrounds. Though 
his part is weak in conflict and suspense, Paul Lukas, as a romantic 
Viennese doctor, wins the feminine sympathy bestowed on handsome 
medicos in real life. 





‘Panama Flo’ (RKO-Pathe). Caveman stuff in the studio jungle. While 
theoretically the right milieu for Helen Twelvetrees’ baby-faced wise- 
ness, this production is so full of melodramatic cliches it unreels like a 
quickie and will get only a quickie’s audience, 





‘Cain’ (Epics). Foreign-made with stilted English dialog and a cast of 
no importance to fanettes. Matrons who shop in out-of-the-way theatres 
for unusual film fare will be entertained by the primitive courtship and 
jungle life of a modern Robinson Crusoe, 





‘Der Andere’ (Tobis). Serious study of dual personality theme. Too 
slow, heavy and outmoded in editing even for German audiences. In- 
comprehensible, because of excess actionless dialog, for American women. 





‘Cock o’ the Air’ (Caddo). A Lubitsch musical, without music, and 
without Lubitsch. Heavily played farce, crowned with the affectations 
of Billie Dove and unredeemed by the likeable presence of Chester 
Morris. Will find its most receptive feminine audience among scliocol 


girls. 





‘Charlie Chan’s Chance’ (Fox). Another item in a mystery series, less 
fortuitous than its predecessors. No one for the ladies to care about, 
and little in the sketchy, offstage working out of the plot to keep them 


interested. 


and has taken advantage of what 
comedy touches the tale affords. It 
should also be noted that there isn’t 


THE MAN I KILLED 


Paramount production and release. Pro- 








duced and directed by Ernst Lubitsch.|a demonstrative love scene anye 
Features Lionel Barrymore, Nancy Carroll, | where 
Philips Ho!mes, Adapted from Maurice " r r 
Rostand’s play (French) of same name. Productionally the picture has a 
Screen play by Ernest Vajda and Samson|German village to account for and 
Raphael Adaptation, Reginald Barkeley; |] .7. in nee " liane 5 gaciv 
camera, Victor Milner. At Criterion, N. Y., also a clever replica of the MASSIVE 
for twice daily $2 run Jan. 19. tunning | Notre Dame at the opening. Re- 
time, 77 mins. | ports are that this is far above the 
Dr. Hoiderlin..... @cveces Lione! Barrymore average cost feature 
ee TTT TL T TYTTiTiT Nancy Carrolj } sori: algal , : . 
RS a ee at ey ey Phillips Holmes | The film and its story can easily 
MOMUIS. os cc cccsens eeccees Lucien Littlefield | raise havoc with those in the au- 
Anna... ne edans 064656006060088 -ZaSu Pitts | dience who lost heavily in the war 
Waiter Holderlin..............Tom Douglas | **~)° - yas , : : eet: 
o> siamese oe seule Frank Sheridan| While the means by which it has 
Frau Ho'derlin....... Sowseeees Louise Carter | been told is such that the attention 
ee senna T13? rehall s : 
Grave Digger...... eecccceces Tu Marshall | jit needs may not be had in the pro- 
—_—— }eram houses where the assemblage 
A well made, heavy and dramatic, | is constantly changing and subject 
; ito other disturbances ‘The Man I 


if mostly picture, Which 


actionless 








j ‘ | Killed’ is very ap to prove superior 
doesn't shape as a business getter./to its audience. Sid. 
Turning from racial hate to pacifism | ‘ 
in its secondary theme at about the PANAMA FLO 
half-way mark, it is doubtful if film 
fans are going to evidence sufficient RKO Pathe production and release. Ha 

1 > : lo Hy associ producer Dire 
interest in this feature to iss it as h Murpl ” Stare He 7 
financial success, | tree with Robert A rong d 

. BB ford in sup] Story and daptation 

Artistically there is much in the Garrett Fort. Charles Craft, film edito 
| » 7 ° - rr . . j Ih + “ } ~? : ' - ? , . 
| film’s favor. The story itself is un-} Ph° » yt by Arthur ‘ er. At — Ay 
% } fair e o starting Jan, v. tun- 

usually strong and has been well] , ne t as pe Bens 4 F 

| worked out in an orthodox stage] Flo..........cccccce: Helen Twelvetrees 

| Manner by both the director and | Babe............seeeees Robert Armstrong 

. > .] les } efor 

}adapters who combined on the} McTeaguc......++..++- Ae ee 

| eerint Ty ' ha ty, | Pearl -Marjorie Peterson 

| Script. The fault seems to be in| sadie : .+..--Maude Eburne 
| their RAVing TeIeG to BURBET BUEN 1b Also ccs cicanseses30es dooceentas Paul Hurst 

; clent relieving sidelights for the | Jake.......cccseccscesccvcees Ernie A jams 
general public. t hacra, Oe A eer ee — vi lex 

While such an intent may have UR. «4st ed beh ed bedeeesobeet I J ) 

been adjudged poor art, it could ii 
have on under the head of If Panama Flo.’ as a title, and 
camera license, which appears de Helen Twelvetrees as its star, 
sirab ind the circumstances, A | doesn’t sell, little can.be expected of 

|$3 legitimate audience will be in| this latest from the RKO Pathe film 

isympathy with the effort as it|factory. It’s shoddy entertainment 
| stands; hardly so the multitude who| and nowhere near as colorful as its 


jtake their entertainment at lesser| title. That a lot is suggested by its 
| pri es. Indeed, that it more closely| name and association of the star 
j}resembles a play than a picture is | With the character of Panama Flo 
|} its major handicap. is the picture's main asset. Too 


This is a hard and sombre theme | much exploitation can’t be extended 
to digest. One which will become] in an effort to make the playdating 
tedious to many because of its lack it gets worthwhile. It'll need all it 
of animation. In telling of the young | S€ts. 


Robert 
Charles 


Armstrong the heavy 
Bickford 


makes 
and 


He has also guided the cast so that 
they intensify situations through re- 


the hero to- 


Frenchman whose conscience drives | Miss Twelvetrees is in fine trim 
him to the home of the German boy but is held back nearly throughout 
he killed in the war, Lubitsch has| >y @ sluggish story and situations 
made of it a rigid unravelling| that do not give life to the narrative 
brooking no compromise as to slip- | OF give it conviction. One of the 
ping in familiar cinematic hurrah, | Story s surprises will be that it 
| pression rather than display. re. ward the end. | Audiences, howev« r, 
nice work, but it doesn’t spell box- | ™@Y switch their sympathetic In- 
office. terest in accordance with the story 





The picture is particularly note-|#4 think no more of it. : 
worthy for another superb perform- Action moves from a r Panama 
ance by Lionel Barrymore as the|4ive, where a stranded New York 
bereaved German father. Barry-! Showgirl is inveigled into fleecing a 
more plays a aoc tor and the head of | mugs of his money, hdl deeper 
a smal] family, consisting of nis | TOPics where becomes a ise- 
wife and the departed son's fiancee, | moeper for the ‘fail, pa aaaeeed 
who are almost fanatical in their| Ve to soing to jail. Thats the firs 
grief over the lost boy a vear after discordant note struck. Another is 
the Armistice. The gradual li ne-| the sudden arrival of her boy friend 
he is gradu: ght-] .. aerhmentes tal e i is 
;} ening of the burden comes through tea ty teeny: Aen, ey eae al oe 
the Frenchman who, seeking peace plane, ey intend to blow at about 


she 


: : : , | the n ont when the girl learns she 
of mind through confession to his}, © ™O™Ment ™ he n the g rl wre. pss Pag 
PF Ena te z ; : or. os jis merely a pawn of the airman ina 
victim's parents, finds himself in-| c.neme to get papers giving the 
capable of the revelation and then | lowdown on rich oil deposits. This 
explains his presence ; cause % Writes 4 , sates me “oe 
I presence as because he| peguits in the girl's shooting the 


was a friend of the son, It ends 


- ‘ suddenly-turned heavy (Armstrong). 
with the parents accepting Paul as , : 


In return for saving his maps, the 


their oe aoe also the girl, who | supposed housekeeper is sent back 
ey entually learns the real reason |tg New York by her master, where 
is there and who will not let | they later meet, with marriage of- 
iim run away to break down what | fered. It is at this time brought out 


he has resurrected from the lives of 
the elderly pair. 

Meanwhile, there is the resent- 
ment of the men of the village to 
the presence of the Frenchman, 
stirred up by a rejected suitor of 
the girl, and the gossiping of the 
women over the evident attachment 
between Elsa (Miss Carroll) and 
Paul (Holmes). lLubitsch’s direc- 


by the story that Panama Flo did 
not actually kill her lover, Mce- 
Teague (Bickford) having fired a 
second fatal shot. It’s that way all 
along with the story. 

Flo turns down McTeague on 
meeting in a speak, pointing to a 
Rolls across the street that she says 
belongs to her new ‘sugar papa.’ It’s 


, , McTeague’s car but she doesn't 
tion doesn’t permit this animosity to| know it. After trying to get the 
boil over into a demonstration al-| chauffeur to make good her boast 
though it d-:s lead to the film’s| by driving her up the street, Mc- 
dramatic high point when Barry-| Teague follows in the big bus, stop- 
more rises from a luncheon table| ping to pick the girl up. End. 
to flay his cronies of a lifetime for 3ickford gives ‘a good perform- 


a venomous attitude which can only 
lead to further wars. Barrymore 
makes this passage ring, pacifists 
will hail it and it will generally im- 
press. 

Phillips Holmes, wearing a mus- 
tache to add the years to his ap- 
pearance, is not a happy choice for 
the mentally tortured soldier. Yet, 
his performance is not without its 
good points. The main conflict is 
that Holmes seems to lack the 


ance despite the 
sented. 

In the first reel, as Sadie, owner 
of a Panama joint, Maude Eburne 
lays aside the comedy, going tough. 
She acquits herself creditably. 

Not distinguished technically. 

Char. 


NO ONE MAN 


Paramount production and release. 


handicaps pre- 








Feae 


depth to imply the intensely imagi- | tures Carole Lombard, Ricardo Cortez and 
native person who could brood so = ~ Directed f= + peat ay 2 

_ haved pape gee gal Me , | Adapted from a Rupert Hughes story by 
long to reach the mental state of 4 Percy Heath. Screen play, Sidney Buchs 


depressionistic frenzy which seeks 


; ; . ‘ man and Agnes Leahy. Cameraman, Charlies 
relief in any direction, and finally 


Lang. At the Paramount, N. Y., week Jan, 





strikes upon the idea of visiting the | 22. Running time, 71 mins. 
» Wao Penelope Newbold.....+.+.- Carole Lombard 
home of the man he killed. Bill Hanaway....ccoces++-s-Ricardo Cortez 
Nancy Carroll, as the girl who is} Dr. Karl Bemis.....+.ee0+.+-.+: Paul Lukas 
le ing her life » nare . s Sue Folsom...... cosecses- Juliette Compton 
devoting h : life to the —— and Alfred Newbold. .ccceccecces George Barbier 
memory of her fiancee, and 2s her-| Mrs.’ Newbold. ..cese ....Virginia Hammond 
self capably in a role of little oppor- 
tunity. Lucian Littlefield is to the| Unimportant screen material, 


fore as the light heavy and Lubitsch ! which will probably get by lightly at 
has given Louise Carter, who does| best because it’s from the same coth 
the mother, a fine scene in a ceme-| as many preceding money pictures, 
tery where she meets another| cast strength of some of the others 
mourning woman, ZaSu Pitts and | isn’t here, nor the merit, but the tip- 
Tully Marshall do but bits. off as to the film’s type is the cast 

Camera and sound work are ex-|name of the heroine, Penelope. 
cellent, particularly the sound end.| Wealthy sophisticates in Florida, 
On this phase Lubitsch has slipped| New York and on the high seas. 





in a twist when he uses the micro- | The girl in the case is a divorcee 
phone instead of the camera to do| when the picture opens, after which 
some reminiscing. It is where|the tale concerns itself with her 


sSarrymore stands on the sidewalk} nailing two more husbands before it 
along the street his son marched to| ends. The second husband succumbs 
war, and instead of double exposing | to a weak heart, and the said doctor 
the former marching soldiers just | wins out after having been jilted at 
the tramp of feet is heard, The di-| the town’s clerk's office on an elope- 





rector also has some occasional in- ment. 
teresting lens composition to un- Miss Lombard, as the figure 
fold, particularly at the opening. | (Continued on page 23) 
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Lew Ayres himself —the boy who popped 
into stardom overnight through the medium 


of “All Quiet on the Western Front”; re- 


peated in “Doorway to Hell” and “Spirit of 





Notre Dame’—now leaps into fame again 
in “Impatient Maiden.” A picture the whole 
business can be proud of —and a galvanizing 


tonic for any box office. +5 
* 


Directed by 


JAMES WHALE 


who gave you the big-money picture 


of the year in “FRANKENSTEIN.” 
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MAE CLARKE 
UNA MERKEL 
JOHN HALLIDAY 


ANDY DEVINE, Helen Jerome 
Eddy, Ethel Griffies. Based on the 
novel by Donald Henderson Clarke. 
Produced by Carl Laemmle, Jr. 


Presented by _ 


Carl Laemmle «. _ 
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JOIN THE REST OF THE TRADE IN CELEBRATING | 
CARL LAEMMLE’S 26th ANNIVERSARY JUBILEE!: 
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detective featur rate ri its i »pareritly hat Ww 
NO ONE MAN detective feature, it rates with its] FALSE MADONNA _ |iiference. | Apparently what went AIR EAGLES 
j should equal the fair grosses they} Paramount production and release. Di-| film. Produced by W. Ray Johnston and ree 
(Continued from page 21) vadlataced, & rected by Stuart Walker. Adapted by Ar- Story in essence is a long tussle|!eased by Big Productions. Directed by 
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come for sympathy. One is the 
character she plays and the other is 
the camera. The lens has been none 
too kind to her. here. Gorgeous in 
‘stills’ the reproduction on the screen 
for her is such as to cause audible 
unfavorable comment from women 
in the audience. 

The reverse side is the gown dis- 
play, the sumptuous surroundings 
and Paul Lukas. This figures suffi- 
ciently to balance the scales in the 
film's box-office favor. ‘No One 
Man’ isn‘t going to surprise anyone 
with its figures, up or down. It’s 
of a much rehashed brand, and the 
fans never seem to tire of the for- 
mula. In cases such as this it seems 
to be a matter of cast strength as 
much as anything else. 

Cortez plays the  ne’er-do-well 
who wins the girl and is on the way 
to ruin her life when his main pump 
gives out. Meanwhile Penelope has 
saved her maid from suicide because 
of what you can guess, and it comes 
down to a matter of how they’re 
going to get the strong headed heig- 
ess and the doc together. It take 
’em 71 minutes, and that’s just about 
long enough. 

‘No One Man’ is most apt to turn 
into what the trade knows as ‘just 
a picture.’ Sid. 


U. S. C. VS. TULANE 


Taken with spe- 
involved and 
management, At 
second feature to 
Running time, about 


release. 
of colleges 
Bowl 

as 


Warner Bros. 
¢ial permission 
Pasadena Rose 
Warner's, N. Y., 
‘Safe in Hell’ (FN). 
60 mins, 





The New Year's game on the 
Coast with about every play the 
cameras have caught revealed first 
in normal and then slow motion. 
A little late now for this special 
to realize on its full value, but in 
following up the USC-Notre Dame 
idea it presages a film habit for 
the fall of ’32. And no question 
that these big game four and five 
reelers will get coin while they’re 
hot. 

Cameramen here have been some- 
what unfortunate in having two 
touchdown plays obscured by the 
heads of people just in front of the 
lens. It gives the audience the 
urge to stand up and try and look 
over the obstruction, which is a 
realistic enough illusion but is not 
entirely satisfactory. The blind 
climaxes take the edge off the Tro- 
jan’s last two touchdowns, both 
made by Pinckert. 

The film also doesn’t do much to 
* clear the controversy of that Tulane 
pass which the officials ruled in- 
complete as being caught out of 
bounds. Again it is the fault of an 
enthusiast jumping into the cam- 
era's field. Audience can see the 
toss completed but the camera 
shows no relation between the re- 
ceiver and the sideline as that chalk 
mark is obscured. 

Best part of the film is its slow 
motion which will allow the aver- 
age theatre patron to follow the ball 
and the football nuts to pick out the 
finer points of play. There’s even 
an applause play, and from a New 
York matinee crowd, on Glover's 
second long run of the day. Really 
a beautiful piece of work which the 
camera covers all the way. It’s 
about a 40-yard gallop with the 
half back on his own most of the 
way to the Trojan’s 10-yard line, or 
so it looks. Glover’s other jaunt, 
from behind his own goal to the 
opponent's 35-yard stripe is also 
expertly screened. 

Makers have passed up a bet, 
Probably due to the desire to con- 
serve footage, in not showing U.S.C. 
and its double shift upon coming 
out of a huddle. A definite point 
of interest for sections away from 
the Coast and for those who have 


never seen Jones’ boys untangle 
themselves. 
Film gives California and the 


Tournament of Roses a plug at the 
opening in starting off with the pa- 
rade of floats. It also delves into 
the between the halves theatric dis- 
Play so dear to Coast hearts. 

All grid fans will like this sort 
of material and it’s a cinch such 
releases mean money, dependent 
upon the game and time of release. 
The U.S.C.-Notre Dame _ feature 
muffed plenty by not coming east 
of Chicago while it was sizzling as 
the Season’s so-called big upset. 
Next fall the stadiums will prob- 
ably have to set a limit on the 
number of cameramen. ~ Sid. 


Charlie Chan’s Chance 


on production and_ release. Warner 
land featured. Directed by John Blystone 
ncapted by Barry Connors and Philip Klein 
rom 


novel by E. D. Biggers, Joseph 
August, photog. At the Roxy, N. Y., week 
Jan. “2. Running time, 73 mins, 

ene Sa eae Warner Oland 
John Dougias...........Alexander Kirkland 
Inspector i Se a a a Oe 
Shirl y Marlowe oovces eeccces Marian Nixon 
Barry Kirk........ eesecedsece talph Morgan 
Inspector «Pee James Kirkwood 
Gloria Garland.....eceeee..Linda Watkins 
SOOT. KAMION. 6504060000050 James Todd 
Se MULES. .cesccecccces Charles McNaughton 
Garrick Enderly........... Herbert Bunston 
Ae Gets ddbe bacac cake Edward Peil, Sr. 


Previous chapters of Fox’s Charlie 


Chan series are bound to bring com- 
parisons, but this latest won't suf- 
fer. A compact, frequently sus- 
benseful and sufficiently convincing 





frequent repetition, the Oriental de- 
tective is still on his pins as a re- 
liable screen character, with the 
quality of ‘Charlie Chan's Chance’ 
setting things up for a future re- 
turn. As long as they don't kill 
Charles with more than bi-annual 
release, Warner Oland and Fox can 
probably continue along the same 
lines indef. 

Earl Derr Biggers’ magazine and 
novel yarns on the subject provide 


the structure for this chapter, like 
the others. It has Biggers also 
absence of billing for a dialoger 


discounts the possibility of another 
author—who provided the constant 
philosophical sayings which are de- 
livered through the principal char- 
acter as a means of sewing the ac- 


tion together and maintaining a 
regular pace. Chan rolls them off 
his proverbial knife, giving Oland 


the pushover job of sounding like 
a resident of Mott street by sim- 
ply dropping his prepositions—like 
‘Some heads, like hard nuts, much 
better if well cracked.’ 

In solving the new mystery Chan 
has the help of Inspector Fife of 
Scotland Yard and Inspector Flan- 
nery of New York. But as far as 
really helping they’re just a couple 
of stooges. As assistant solvers of 
Biggers’ murder puzzle, H. B. War- 
ner and James Kirkwood can’t con- 
ceal suppressed desires behind their 
finely drawn performances. They 
don’t seem real when so easily baf- 
fled by foolish facts which can’t fool 
Chan. But, after all, Chan is the 
boy who’s getting the build-up. 

Another British detective, 
gets into the plot as a corpse, is 
murdered while working on a case 
in New York. The path to solution 
is studded with countless false clues 
and the all-important erroneous ar- 
rest of the juve love interest team, 
Marion Nixon and Alexander Kirk- 


who 


land. Three people are killed on the 
way. One is Li Gung (Edward Piel, 
Sr.), the Chinese accessory to the 


criminal master mind. 
James Todd, whose too youthful 
appearance in the heavy role ac- 
counts for the picture’s chief note 
of implausibility. 

The killing of Li Gung, though 
riving some time ahead of 
climax, is the most exciting 
quence. He's killed by a bullet in- 
tended for Chan, with the stage set 
and death contraption rigged up for 
Chan’s benefit before he arrives. A 
black cat walks across the table, 
pointing the gun at Li Gung and 
away from Chan. Li is destroyed 
by his own creation. Chan is sit- 
ting in the hot seat while the audi- 
ence waits for the trigger to snap. 
Productionally this talker is good- 
looking without denoting undue ex- 
travyagance. The principal location, 
a penthouse, is neat, and a helpful 
attitude of realism is gained through 
the skyline background which looks 
like New York from the Empire 
State building tower. Another 
standout technical detail is the 
studio version of the East River at 
night, whose scenic excellence lends 
importance to an otherwise unim- 
portant situation that under less 
expert handling might have been 
mere padding. Bige. 


The m. m. is 


ar- 
the 
se- 


Ungetreue Eckehart 


(Unfaithful Eckehart) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(With Songs) 


Lothar Stark production. Tobis reiease 
on this side. Features Ralph Arthur Rob- 
erts and Fritz Schulz. Direction Carl 
Boese; scenario Walter Wassermann and 
Walter Schlee from the play by Hans 
Sturm; music Frank Goethe; photography 


Albert Schlasy; music played by Dajos 
Bela’s Band. At the Europa, N. Y., on 
grind week Jan. 21. Running time 90 
mins. 
Dr. Eckehart Bleibtreu..Ralph A. Roberts 
Fritz Stuermer.........- e+.---Fritz Schulz 
Karl Moor....... Secoecocce Paul Hoerbiger 
DOG. 0.600 at Becton evceeees+-Paul Henckels 
An Ambassador..........Alexander Murski 
His Assistant..... Soeescceces Albert Paulig 
Miss Dr. Drewello.............. Lissi Arna 
Traute Bleibtreu............ Luzie Englisch 
Emilie Apel..... eooe-s--Margarete Kupfer 
Gitta Stuermer...............Jenny Kiefe 
Susi Moor.........+-+++...-Anni Markart 
Europeans evidently don’t ever 


tire of this type of farce, so it will 
probably do fair to middling busi- 
ness in strictly German nabes. So 
complicated and talky it’s hopeless 
for anyone else. 

It’s that story again of the two 
sisters, one of whom is married to 
a timid home-loving soul and the 
other to a lad who likes the ladies. 
The cheater gets into a jam and 
blames his brother-in-law. Works 
the other way around, because the 
timid lad is given credit for being 
cleverer than was suspected, gets a 
government decoration and a sub- 
stantial raise in salary. In be- 
tween, of course, all the usual run- 
ning in and out of doors, bedrooms, 
etcetera, 

Helped out by the acting, the film 


manages to get quite a few laughs. 
Ralph Arthur Roberts is good as 
usual and Fritz Schulz surprises 


with a better than average perform- 


ance. He'll probably climb quickly 
in Germany, if he hasn't already 
done so. The girls are just satis- 


factory. although Anni Markart un- 
corks a nice voice for one song. 
Dajos Bela’s band, probably because 
of the rep from playing at the Eden 
in Berlin; is given too much footage, 
but maybe it doesn't matter 


Kau}, 





includes William ..Stage) Boyd, Conway 
Tearle, John Breeden and Charles D. Brown. 
At Loew’s Metropolitan, Brooklyn, week 
Jan. 16. Running time, 72 mins. 





A competent cast worthy of a bet- 
ter story. Film is having its New 
York first run at Loew’s Metropoli- 
tan, Brooklyn, a full week stand. It 
is just a neighborhood film, which 
will be carried by the name of Kay 
Francis and the support players. 

Story is a rehash of common 
plot patterns. Has to do with 
couples, who are card sharps 
blackmailers. One of the men is a 
quack doctor. He discovers the 
identity of the sick woman whom 
he is given to tend on a train, after 
the gang has been kicked out of a 


film 
two 
and 


town, and learns her past history. 
She is a divorcee with a wealthy 
young son. When the woman dies, 


as she is being rushed to a hospital, 
he prevails upon his side kick, Kay 
Francis, to pose as the mother of the 
boy and grab whatever money she 
can. When she arrives she finds the 
boy is blind and is also guarded by 
an attorney who suspects she is an 
imposter. She.grows to love the 
boy and refuses to grab any money. 
A week later the boy dies of heart 
failure. Attorney scares off the re- 
mainder of the blackmailing gang 
and asks the girl to become his wife. 

Story is without much interest or 
action screened. Whatever in- 
terest there is present is created by 
performance and not in the charac- 
ters themselves. 

Miss Francis plays nicely 





as 


but is 


miscast. William Boyd is very good 
as the blackmailer, although the 
writing makes the part contradict 
itself. 





CHANT DU MARIN 
(‘Sailor’s Song’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, Jan. 16. 


production and release. Made in 
Natan studios, rue de Francoeur, and sea 
sequences on a cargo boat. Starring Albert 
Prejean. Featuring Jim Gerald, Lolita 
Benavente, Ginette Gaubert. Directed by 
Carmine Gallone. Scenario and dialog by 
Henri Decoin. Recorded R.C.A. Running 
time, 95 mins. Colisee, Paris, Jan, 15. 


Osso 


Film is one long celluloid adver- 
tisement for Albert Prejean’s yod- 
ling, which sells well in record form, 
due to his past performances, Cur- 
rent film will not enhance his repu- 
tation, music being below par. 


Apart from Prejean, who acts a 


sailor very well, and is nicely sup- 
ported by Jim Gerald and his mate, 


casting is poor, and some of the 
femmes could not even draw sailors. 
The high lights in the never-ending 
film with dragging tempo are a 
vamp scene done in a brothel by 
Lolita Benavente, who shows plenty, 
remindful of Mae Murray’s ‘Merry 
Widow,’ but not so discreet; also a 
storm scene on board ship. Orly 
good part of the production, though 
even too long, is the last sequence, 
a stew scene, acted by Prejean and 
Gerald. It is nevertheless marred 
by the appearance of the two women 
at its conclusion. 

Story is of two sailors sampling 
dives during their voyage, and find- 
ing their wives behave no better. It 
might have concluded after the first 
sampling, or after the second sam- 
pling, but the film doesn’t really end 
until after the audience has lost all 
hope. 

Dialog, which at times is an at- 
tempted lift on Pagnol’s ‘Marius,’ is 
clever. Sound okay. Even on 
board ship, where it has been re- 
corded with an R.C.A. truck on 
board a cargo boat between Mar- 
seilles and Nice. Photo poor. Con- 
tinuity worse. Osso gave the film’a 
ritzy sendoff with a $3 charity bene- 
fit. Production certainly unsuitable 
for a ritzy spot, and a heavy tax on 
Prejean’s name. Mazi. 


COCK OF THE AIR 


Howard Hughes production, United Artists 
release. Directed by Tom Buckingham. 
Story by Robert E. Sherwood and Charles 
Lederer, with dialog by Lederer. Co-fea- 
tures Chester Morris and Billie Dove. Film 
editor, W. Duncan Mansfield. Musical score 
by Alfred Newman. Photography by Lu- 
cien Andriot. Recording by Frank Grenz- 
bach. At Rialto, N. Y., starting Jan. 23. 
Running time, 72 minutes, 

Lieut. Roger Craig..........Chester Morris 








Lilli de Rosseau.......seeee+--.-Billie Dove 
BOGE 000 0sbbcassecceses cccscccs meatt Meare 
Col. Wallace.....scccccccees walter Catlett 
Capt. Tonnino......ee.- eoees.-Louis Alberni 
First Italian Girl...... eoee- Katya Sergeiva 
Second Italian Girl....ceeessss Yo'a D' Avril 
Irate Woman....... coccces. Vivian Oakland 
French Ambassador........Emile Chautard 
Lilli’'s Companion.........Ethel Sutherland 
Lillis Maid. ccccccccccccses- Peggy Watts 

A lot of money, much of which 
seems to have been spent on pro- 
duction, sets, ete., rather than on 


story and cast, goes partly to waste 
with ‘Cock of the Air.’ It’s a good 
deal of a disappointment. That goes 


for the picture as entertainment and | 


is likely to apply also to the box 
office, It's draw can hardly be any- 
thing but mild, even if the names 


of Chester Morris and Billie Dove 
can be heavily stressed to build up 
something of a lure. Censors ordered 
around v0 feet ont, and allowing 
that what rematns isn’t much, this 
heavy cutting may bave made a big 


seductress for a harmonious rela- 
tionship. It’s quite sappy and drags 
so at times that it even appears 
the stars, in making it, were any- 
thing but inspired by the action and 
dialog given them, 

If anyont takes the story seri- 
ously, it will be a surprise, but even 
though there is a good deal of slap- 
stick, and in some measure the sat- 
irical creeps in, it can only be ac- 
cepted as a romance that is sup- 
posed to be seriously considered. 


Morris is an air officer living in 
the most impossible luxury, even 
topping that of a colonel. He's in 
Italy, where major portion of the 
action takes place, with long, dull 
sequences of street carnivals, villa 
love-making, etc., dragging the ac- 
tion. Here he meets the French 


actress, who has been asked by reps 
of all the Allies to leave Paris, be- 
cause (imagine it) officers there are 
neglecting their duty to bask in her 


presence. No one seemed to think 
that the same couldn’t occur in 
Italy. 


After going on the make for Mor- 
ris in the most improbable fashion, 
actually picking him up, the story 


wends on its absurd way through 
much footage with the girl (Miss 
Dove) teasing her aviator boy 
friend along to the final scene, 


when giving in. 
There's only one good laugh spot 


in the whole 72 minutes. That occurs 


in the Paris hotel room where the 
girl, still teasing her anxious b. f., 
engages in a little fight with him, 


ending with some wrestling on the 
floor. 

Matt Moore tries to shoulder the 
comedy interest, but he has a hope- 
less task. 

Some of the dialog fails to rise 
above the mediocre. In the love 
scenes it is occasionally very sappy. 

Only one sequence containing any 
fiying. That’s the trip from Italy to 
Paris, with the girl aboard the hero’s 
plane and Matt Moore in another he 
doesn’t know how to handle. His 
efforts in landing are intended to be 
funny but fall short of provoking 
much laughter. Char, 





THE DEADLINE 


Columbia production and release, starring 
Buck Jones. Directed by Lambert Hillyer, 


who also supplied story and dialog. As- 
sistant director, Mack Wright. Byron 
Haskin, cameraman. Film editor, Maurice 
Wright, at Loew's, New York, N. Y., Jan. 
21, as night feature. Running time, 64 
mins, 

ce LS ePPrrre 6tdeese .Buck Jones 
Helen Evans....... eoccceces Loretta Sayers 
OS 6:5 9:9 05.6 0 400666640408 Robert Ellis 
Sy ae een Edwin J. Brady 
3 GEOL epee fe G. Raymond Nye 
oo Peper Cococcsocceces ....-Knute Erickson 
SN i nttbarad chad dee -«.-.-George Ernest 
CUIOTIGS « 0'0.560550000666b06600668 Harry Todd 


All the best elements of the good 
grade of old time western, done ef- 
fectively with dialog and sound,” If 
there is any market for this style 
of product ‘The Deadline’ ought to 
register. As it is, it looks like a 
sure winner for the neighborhoods 
anyhow. Story has a world of ac- 
tion, with intricate complications 
that engage attention and make for 
suspense. Picture also has first rate 
sentimental angles, and its romance 
is much better than the old average. 
In short, a workmanlike job. 


An element of weakness is a mis- 
chosen title, ‘The Deadline’ sug- 
gests immediately a newspaper 
story. The story has nothing to do 
with newspapers or newspaper peo- 
ple, the ‘Deadline’ of the title mean- 
ing the restrictions of conduct that 
surround a prisoner released on 
parole and subject to reimprison- 
ment upon’ any misdeed. 

Story pattern is simple, although 
fast and of continuous interest 
along stencil lines. Jones is the 
man released from prison after be- 
ing unjustly convicted when a de- 
tective is killed upon surging into 
a gambling room on the trail of a 
cattle thief. 

He returns to his home town to 
find nearly everybody against him 
because of the prison taint; all ex- 
cept one of the small boys, the 
girl he once sweethearted and a few 
others. Story concerns his chase 
of the real killer for whom he 
served time, a search guided by slim 
evidence. At the same time a gang 
of desperadoes is getting away with 
much banditry, while the chief also 
is making advances to Buck's for- 
mer sweetheart. 

Obvious from the start that the 
bandit leader is going to be the real 
criminal, but the shrewdly managed 
episodes that lead to his entrap- 
ment catch and hold attention. 
Capital chase sequence to bring the 


story to a thrilling riding climax 
when the hero discovers a bank 
robbing plot and with the unreal- 


ized co-operation of the sheriff foils 
the heavy, gets the girl and cleans 
up his smirched record. 

Picture has several nicely played 
types; Loretta Sayers does the he- 
roine vastly better than most young 
women manage western roles of the 
kind, and George Ernest does a kid 
role that will evoke a-a-ahs. Jones 
himself plays with a good deal of 
reserve and force, considering the 
flamboyant role he tackies. 

Film is almost altogether out-of- 
doors. Recording is sometimes 





faulty, but other merits compensate 
for these minor flaws, Rush. 





tures Lloyd Hughes. Cast includes Norman 
Kerry and Shirley Grey. At Loew's New 
York, N. Y., one day, Jan. 20, as single 
feature. Running time, 72 mins. 





Appears here as though one air 
fight sequence was the reason for 
making this film. Although the pas- 
sage is fairly thrilling, it means lit- 
tle after some of the super air spe- 
cials which have been around. A 
dual bill prospect. 

Opens with two buddies, aviators 
who formerly fought against each 
other in the war, staging air duels 
for a carnival. 3oth are after one 
of the carny girls, but she cold- 
shoulders the American boy in favor 
of the German lad. When the car- 


nival blows up, the trio retire to 
the home of the American. There 
the kid brother, also a flyer, falls 


for the girl. 
The German 
brother to rob 


tries to get the kid 
the payroll he flies, 
Kid refuses and the German goes 
up after him to bring him down, 
The former buddy gets wind of it, 
goes up to protect his brother, and 
the air fight follows. With both the 
latter killed for the finish, all ends 
well as the girl confesses her love 
for the kid. 

Weak story with the only tmterest 
contained in those shots in the sky. 
Lloyd Hughes, as the big brother, 
has a part that doesn’t call for 
heavy histrionics. Norman Kerry. 
the German, handicapped by 
voice, 


as is 


HUMAN TARGETS 


jig Four Film 
(independent). Directed by 
Gowan. Supervised by Burton King. 
and continuity by George Morgan. 
Buzz Barton. In cast: Francis 
man, Jr., Pauline Parker, Franklin Far- 
num, Edward Cobb, Ted Adams, Leon 
Kent, Nanci Price, Helen Gibson, John 
Ince, Edgar Lewis, Fred Toones. At 
Loew's New York as half double-feature 
bill for one day, Jan. 19. Running time, 
60 mins 


release 
Mc- 
Story 
Starring 
xX. Bush- 


production and 


and at ’em western 
It is the best en- 
directed by J. P. 
Strong and long enough 


Yor an up 
this is a winner. 
tertainment yet 
McGowan, 


to stand up alone in the daily- 
change grinds. 
Although it is full of socking, 


there is a realism in the punching 
not often found in this style of 
western. Even young Buzz Barton 
puts over his blows with an adult 
bad cowpuncher convincingly. 

Young Barton looks a real comer 
in the western class. Still a lad, he 
has that certain sincerity and wist- 
fulness of expression which make 
him 100% likeable. 

Story and supporting cast in this 
are also exceptional. Nicely knit 
together and unhampered by. poor 
direction or editing, the theme 
moves into a climax that will get 
even the snobbish variety of fans 
clutching for the swinging pay-off. 

Gold claims, cows, bad men, 
sheriffs, shooting, riding, battling— 
the whole galaxy is held together in 
manner far exceeding the jumbled 
routine followed by the average pro- 
ducer of westerns. Waly. 





Der Stolz Der 3. Kom- 
pagnie . 


(The Pride of the Third Company) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Deutsches Licht-Spiel-Syndikat production 
and release. Manuscript by Friedrich Ra‘. 
Production management, Leo Meyer, Di- 
rection, Fred Sauer. Music, Hans May. 
Architecture, Robert Neppach; sound, Carlo 
Papanini. Photography, Friedel Behre 
Grund. Recorded on  Tobis-Klanefilin. 
Casts: Heinz Ruehmann, Adolf Wohl- 
brueck, Eugen Burg, Ferdinand von Alten, 
Josef Peterhans, Walter Steinbeck, Viktor 
de Kowa, Fritz Kampers, Gerhard Bienert, 


tudolf Platte, Heinz Foester-Ludwig, Here 
pert Nussbaum, Paul Henckels, Arthur 
Mainzer, Trude Perliner, Ilse Korseck, 
Christ! Mardayn. Running time, 90 mins. 


Berlin, 


At Tauentzien Palast, 





Not very original, but very en- 
tertaining picture that pleas:s the 
fans, and story deals with the Prus- 
sian army. The picture will prob- 
ably be a box office success. 

Among the actors Heinz Rueh- 
mann, Ferdinand von Alten, Walter 
Steinbeck, Trude Berliner and Wal- 
ter Kampers were most noticed. 

Magnus. 


SERVICE FOR LADIES 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, Jan. 15. 





Paramount 3ritish production, directed 
by Alexander Korda, based on Ernst 
Vadja story. Recorded Western Electric. 
In cast: Leslie Howard, George Grossmith, 
Flizabeth Allen, Morton Selten, Benita 
Hume. Running time 95 mins. Censor’s 
Certificate ‘A’. Jan, 14. 


Carlton Theatre, 


Another crackerjack picture for 
the English market, a film which in 
every way stands up to the Ameri- 
can program standard and main- 
tains the advance made recently in 
English pictures. 

The story was done by Adolph 
Menjou years ago for Par, but com- 
paring the two versions the new 
is the better. 

Korda, with commendable light- 
touch, has got the best out 
of the yarn of a head waiter whom 
people regard as a prince, and who 


one 


ness ol 





i finally 


gets the girl when serving 
(Continued on page 27) 
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HELP YOURSELF TO — 
SHOWMANSHIP: 4 


‘a (7 WRITE TO M-G-M 
1540 Broadway, New York, 
(Advt. Dept.) and get at 
nominal cost these ads that 
experts prepared. This 
showmanship copy is getting 
results everywhere! 
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NEVER BEFORE! 
NEVER AGAIN! 


Human Life is too precious 
to risk again! 











LEFT: 
6 cols. 
by 235 


lines 







RIGHT: 
2 cols, 
full 


BEERY 
a GABLE 


With CONRAD NAGEL, DOROTHY JORDAN, 
MARIJORIE RAMBEAU, MARIE PREVOST 







i 


Seok bombing planes rue ke louse Here is one of the truly great pictures produced for the screen, not 
¢ a= Se DT 4-4 only because it is the most ambitious talkie ever yet attempted, 
ome tue Go Eh ae al but because this human story matches tears and 
wo orig your eoull = laughs and romance for every spectacular thrill in ic. 
sae me Do you want adventure? You'll risk your life in a 
aes See daredevil flight...you’ll barrel-roll and plunge earth- 
Bele Hehe WOMEN OF THE ward . - you'll conquer the dangers of sea and air 
This t you'll fight your bert pel and win the heart of 
oo © & Ge FLEET! 
ernment loaned 








the women you went. You'll laugh and ery and 
git on the edge of your seat with thumping heart 
when you go to see this magnificent spectacle. 


: 
rt 
§ 


Easy prey for red-lips are sailoe- 
men ashore in Panama. But when 
Wallace Beery as “Windy” pays 
hard-boiled courtship to Marjorie 
Rambeau as “Mayme Kelso” 
you'll see something new in ro- 
mances. Beery will give you many 
a hearty laugh. And a tear or two! 
What an actor! 
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BELOW: In two sizes: 4 cols. x 145 lines 
and nd 3 cols, x 110 lines 
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_A METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYE 
picture 


AS WE LEAP TO PRESS “HELL DIVERS’ 
LEAPS INTO THE TRADE HEADLINES! 


PROVIDENCE—Beats “Emma”, “Mata Hari”, “Possessed” and “Politics”! 
BOSTON—Beats “Mata Hari’, “Possessed”, “Politics”. Sensational! 
SYRACUSE—Tremendous. Big lead over “Mata Hari’”.and “Possessed”’, 
KANSAS CITY—5 days gross beats 7 days of “Emma”: Exceptional! 
FORT WORTH—Sets new opening day record! 
CHARLOTTE—Breaks long-time record for opening day! Directed by George Hl 
DALLAS—First 7 days cracks two-year old record of Melba Theatre. Moved 


to Old Mill and prices raised to Melba admissions. > Hf ERS 


Are You Enjoying M-G-M’s Prosperity Shows? A METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER PICTURE 
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Gomes NAGEL, Marjorie RAMBEAU, 
Derothy JORDAN, Marie PREVOST 
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CENSORS STI 
OHIO AGAIN 


a oe 


Columbus, Jan. 26. 
Ohio censor board has several in- 
yestigators out in the sticks again 
following charges that exhibitors 
are not making the ordered cuts. 
Regular inspectors were withdrawn 

Jast fall as an economy measure. 
Charge of ordered deletions not 


being made in ‘Jekyll and Hyde’ tinue in the post or not. film rentals In 1919 he was appointed general 
(Par) caused & Sood wir due te BACK INTO BUSINESS The majority vote is wanted by It is not thought that question | sales manager at the h. o., and in 
the fact that major order concerned Ritchey -to convince him that the | WaS premeditated to anger Kent; it | January, 1921, given title of general 
the famed-in-Ohio undress scene of . members at large really want him|WaS a mere business matter in or- | ™anager over e  be e eg ae ter 
Marion Hopkins. San Francisco, Jen. 25. and as a vote of confidence. Al- | sanizations such as Paramount with a. ee ae eae 
All comand - ee ee ae The scramble to return theatres | though the governing board has the | Unversed ae Sm positions of author- the entire company in 1926, and in 
being clipped, non¢ passing be rons . of the Hughes-Franklin circuit to| power to appoint the b. m., Richey ity. But Kent’s answer, the show 1930. when the corporate name was 
unscathed, and with little reason for | their original owners is closing in| wants the approval at large jmen say, had not been anticipated. | changed to Paramount Publix, he 
— EE ig ee on George Mann, theatre operator The local Allied organization de- |} Instead of directly replying, Kent, became vice-president. 
ce the Sine ae are ordered out,| Who has been living here in re-| cided to grant Richey a five months’ | ese pom ge ig 4 pet grem Salesman at $50 se f 
Exhibs have the idea scanners just tirement since selling his 10 north-| leave of absence ending Aug. 1, at en cna os << acs . ail 7 ened . With the American Druggists 
want to show off, but the censors | &™ California houses to the now/ which time he will decide his future | *5*°° awe wae oo poe mat | Syndicate on the coast in 1912, 
defunct H-F chain. plans. question, With Hertz replying Katz] shortly afterward Kent became a 


gay its part of the job and that their 





r The é € i ‘ and Cohen and that answer inform- | film salesman in the east at $50 a 5 
judgment can't be gauged as wrong. When Mann made his deal ne :; mee : ort : we *k, in a few months rising to as- A 
avowed he was through with show ing Kent Katz was digging into pre- | Week, In a I¢ ae ee ar a 
business. But unless the banks P t ti d Z ° luction and distribution, Kent must erent ae ape ay ey eee 
‘ 1e "PSI > . » rs ‘ 2) ' 
T kick in with the regular monthly ro ec ion ali oning have permitted the spark to flare. pn ae SS saeve : so . f 
_ z ‘ ae films with the old Vitagraph com- 
payment, Mann will be forced to * « The Kent-Paramount incident Pi ; : ; eet tees 
, . . pany in 1914 and later assisted 
repossess his Eureka circuit. He ig oints xpecte |started Monday morning (18) By | Frank Hitchcock in unraveling the 
ON NO - | recently returned from his honey- ~ 4: | Wednesday (20) Sid Kent was out General Film Company tangle 
——_ ee At Allied Conven 100 | ° Paramount, with a settlement oi When joining Par, Kent offered 
- & j rs : +3 ; 
Mann’s former partner and g. m. lhis contract that had nearly three | to work for nothing until he could 
Milwaukee, Jan. 25. is Charlie Koerner, temporary head as a Oo years to go. prove his value to the organization. 
The Wisconsin and Palace the-| of the H-F chain, who has made Detroit, Jan. 25. Upon Kent reaching a conclusion Bg og + Kent's nauk Sorte iS 
atres, both union houses, with no/a personal offer for the upstate A national fight against Protec- | on any of his many offers, he may Lng sine 1650 Semoun - eseaeiees a 
g r di ies rere treated to ses P o clos : ‘ Y ine uri ? ee ee i: eel eel é e 1920° r 
labor difficulties, we t houses but has been unable to close | tion and Zoning will probably be the | go away for a short vacation. booker at the New York exchange. 


a series of stench bombs Wednes- 
day night (20). At the Wisconsin 
three bombs were set off and 
shortly after the Palace just across 
the street was treated to a barrage. 





No Men—No Money 





Montgomery, Ala., Jan. 26. 

Theatre managers have their 
troubles, but manager Jimmie 
Pepper at the Strand leads the 
parade for trick complaints. 

House was showing ‘The 
Mad Parade’ (Par) and be- 
cause there are no men in the 
picture, several woman pa- 
trons demanded their money 
back. The request was denied. 











MANN MAY BE FORCED 


with Howard Hughes. 


Capital Showmen Leap 





RICHEY ON LEAVE 


Wants Majority Vote for Bus. Mgr. 
Of Allied 








Detroit, Jan. 25. 

H. M. Richey announced here that 
he is prepared to accept the job 
of business manager for Allied pro- 
viding he can have same under 
two conditions, First of the condi- 
tions that he be accepted by the 
majority of the delegates to the con- 
vention to be held here in March 
and second that the job be his ten- 
tatively till Aug. 1, when he will 
decide whether he wants to con- 











big noise at the Allied National 
Convention, slated here for March 
9-10; 500 delegates are expected. 
Michigan, one of the pioneer ter- 
ritories for indie organizations and 


Kent’s Unique Position 





(Continued from page 3) 
felt. The change in Paramount oc- 
curred while Kent was in Europe, 
the first burn up for Kent when he 
returned to be informed of it. Try- 
ing to maintain an equilibrium for 
himself and for the company he had 
been so largely instrumental in 
building up, Kent had been reported 
going on his business way as usual, 
until Hertz as chairman of the fi- 
nance board asked Kent about Par 





Schaefer’s Elevation 
Kent’s surprise resignation and 
hasty departure from Paramount 
headquarters climaxed the recent 
induction into Par of outside influ- 


Paramount's net he was entitled ta, 

Kent is one of the most colorful 
personalities and showmen in the 
industry. His rise since joining 
Paramount 14 years ago, as a spe- 
cial sales representative in the New 
York exchange, has been rapid. 
After a short time in the Philadel- 
phia branch, he was transferred to 
Kansas City, where after several 
months he was promoted to a dis- 
trict managership over the K. C,, 
St. Louis, Omaha and Des Moines 
oftices. 


Out of that same exchange, Joe J. 
Unger, eastern district manager, 
will share with Stanley Waite, short 
subject sales manager at h. o., the 
split-up duties of the eastern divi- 


This is the first time attacks have | t C Bill B h one of the strongest nationally, is| ence. Kent's resignation was ofli- sion. Milton Kussel, now on a sea 
been made on downtown first run Nn 0 arey reac expected to be the center of iaperent cially accepted early Tuesday (19).| voyage, will probably be promoted 
houses although a bottle of the on at the time of the convention While reports were still hot that | from New York branch manager- 
stuff was uncorked at the Alham- ; ‘ Herman Wobber on the coast might | Ship to succeed Unger as d. m. at 


bra, Universal first run, a few days 


Washington, Jan. 25. 
It is believed that local motion 





be offered the Kent post, as well as 
Sam Dembow, Jr., himself a show- 


the exchange. 
Schaefer at one time was a sales- 


previously. i he bad P P : . I Olive Tvpewri Cc 
- ‘ ture theatre managers success- ‘ith much distribution back- | ™an for the iver Lypewriter Co. 
}. Kal ness man- | Pit P Milwauk man with muc r . 
— r en ee ee fully blocked Congressional action 0 ice ular wall ee ground, George J. Schaefer moved rom that he went to the old World 
os © “ against nation-wide theatredom into Kent’s 12th floor office Thurs- | Film Co. in 1916, becoming district 


Union No. 164, maintains that the 


when theypappeared before a sub- 


Houses in Stench Wave 





day (21) while Kent’s chair was 





manager before swinging over to 


bombing is the work of an outside 2 : ‘ . " . Schaefer, eastern divi- | Par in 1920. In 1921 Schaefer was 
strike-breaking group of picture epee ae ot iy me Pony ped Seakasen. had become general| Promoted to New England as dis- 
operators who want to muscle in M iifi ti i h , - Milwaukee, Jan, 25. sales manager. trict manager, five years later get- 
locally. Union heads point out that odifications in the bill will Aroused by the wave of stench Emanuel Cohen came up in an-| ting the eastern division under 
although there have been a number | ™24¢ to exempt from penalty the-| pomping, paint throwing and win-| other quick move, to fill the second | Kent. 

atre operators who display signs in vice-presidency and directorship on John D. Clark remains in sole 


of non-union theatres operating for 
several years there was never any 
real trouble until the arrival about 
three months ago of the outsiders 
who came here from Chicago. Al- 
though ordered from the city by the 
police at the time, contact was 
made with the local non-union or- 
ganization and more or less strife 
has been the result. 


35%, for ‘Emma’? 


‘Emma,’ with Marie Dressler, is 
reported one of four Metro pictures 
for this season that company has 
not yet set terms for with the chains. 
It is said Metro is demanding 35% 
of the gross from the first dollar 
for ‘Emma.’ These terms are being 
contested by the circuits with Pub- 
lix reported holding out for 30%. 

Metro is selling ‘Emma’ by itself. 
Picture is reported doing nicely in 
the fair and better sized towns, if 








their ticket booths advising play- 
goers whether seats are available. 

Senator Carey will also make 
some alterations in a section of 
the bill dealing with theatre opera- 
tors who sell more tickets than 
they have seats, he made known 
after A. Julian Brylawski, repre- 
senting Motion Picture Owners at 
Washington, testified on disadvan- 
tages of achange. The section may 
be stricken out altogether. 

The theatre owners agreed to 
notify patrons, both orally and by 
signs, when seats are not to be 
had at a meeting following the 
hearings. A resolution asking that 
this request be complied with was 
adopted and sent to each of the 47 
theatres belonging to the associa- 
tion, 





Tilted Scale Flops 


dow smashing employed against lo- 
cal theatres during the last few 
weeks, the police have launched a 
campaign against the perpetrators 
and two officers are on duty at all 
times in downtown houses and one 
policeman in the smaller neighbor- 
hoods. 

While union trouble was given as 
the reason for the first attacks that 
angle has been discarded owing to 
the fact that union theatres, with- 
out any semblance of labor diffi- 
culties, have suffered along with 
the non-union houses, 

Police believe hat many of the 
bombs have been set off by women. 


Funny Letout 


Spokane, Jan. 25. 
Fox let out H. W. (Nick) Pierong, 
local Fox manager, announcing his 
replacement by Floyd Maxwell be- 
fore notice had been received by 











the Par board held by Kent. It 
places Cohen next in line to Lasky, 
first v.p. with the report Cohen is 
likely to become more active in Par 
production. Presumably he will also 
watch closely over. distribution. 
Right along Cohen had been con- 
sidered as Kent man in production 
and matters generally, although it is 
said that of late Katz appeared to 
be sponsoring Cohen. 

By the Kent walkout, his position, 
that of v. p. and general manager, 
is split two ways for the first time 
since 1921 when Kent went from 
gen. sales mgr. of Par to general 
manager in charge of distribution. 
Title of gen. mgr. now becomes ex- 
tinct. 

Before 24 hours had elapsed after 
Kent’s resignation, reports began 
emanating from various quarters 
stirring doubt as to Adolph Zukor, 
Jesse L, Lasky and others, as well 
as pointing to Sam Katz as being 
in the ascendancy through his sup- 
posed politico-amicable associations 
with outside interests recently 
brought in when John Hertz, Wil- 


charge of the western division. 
Cohen’s Rise 


Emanuel Cohen's rise is equally 
spectacular. From director of shorts 
at Pathe (1926-’27), he moved into 
Par, also as director of shorts in 
addition to editing Paramount news. 
Last spring his duties were widened 
in that he branched out in an ad- 
visory capacity on feature produc- 
tion; with his spot somewhat in 
the nature of liaison between pro- 
duction and distribution. 

Kent has two brothers in Par, 
Larry, who is in production charge 
of shorts, and Percy who is in the 
real estate department at the Holly- 
wood studio. 

Kent’s own official statement on 
resigning was: 

‘I regret deeply leaving Para- 
mount after 14 years of continuous 
effort. 

‘I shall take a brief vacation and 
announce my plans at a later date. 
In parting, I wish Paramount every 
success and hope to be able to play 
a constructive part in the future of 
the industry.’ 


. Tashing Jan. 25 : is rley 
Short of expectations, but is draw- _ Washington, Jan av. Pierong, who opened the house last liam Wrigley, Jr., and Albert | D. The other statement, carrying 
ing heavily in the smaller spots. orn the Earle decided to stage Sept. Lasker, commonly called the ‘Chi-|] Adolph Zukor’s name, confirmed 
a special midnight show with Duke cago group’ joined the company.| Kent's resignation and that ‘it had 
Ellington as the attraction, prices Hertz is chairman of the finance | peen accepted by his associates and 


Champaign House Turns 
Back Red Grange Serial 


Chicago, Jan. 25. 

Film of ‘Red’ Grange, former 
football flash of the University of 
Illinois, was turned down by a the- 
atre in Champaign, Ill., home of the 
college, 

Gene Russell, manager of the 
Rialto in that city, had taken the 


were raised from 60 cents, the reg- 
ular price, to $1 and $1.50—for re- 
served seats—and so advertised. At 
5:30 in the afternoon, Wednesday, 
only 17 seats had been sold in ad- 
vance, So John J. Payette, man- 
ager called off the reservation and 
put the price back where it be- 
longed. 

As evidence of his judgment the 
next midnight show, at 60c sold out. 





Chi Unien Holding Up 
Punch and Judy Deal 


Chicago, Jan. 25. 

Deal for Louis Machat to take 
over the Punch and Judy for for- 
eign films is being held up by the 
local operators’ union, Outfit has a 
$9,000 salary claim against the 
house, debt accruing through the 
Aschare brothers’ regime at the 


committee. 
English, of Kuhn, Loeb 
that post, with English appointed 
chairman of the board, an office 
newly created. Lasker and Wrig- 
ley, as well as Hertz, are on the 
board. 

Since this group has come into 
P-P, its first major move, called 
for by Heriz, was for a second cut 
in salary of from 5% to 10%. Sec- 
ond major occurrence is the Kent 
walkout. 


He replaced William H. 
& Co., in 


the company with deep regret.’ 


WATCH CIVIC ATTEMPT 


Texas Exhibs Eye Town Hall Films 
In Case Idea Spreads 








Dallas, Jan. 25, 
Texas exhibs are focusing atten- 
tion on a theatre recently opened 


‘Galloping Ghost,’ indie serial, sight theatre It is said that the distribution | at Comfort, Tex., a small town. 

unseen, figuring that the Grange © th i head blew up Monday at a meet- 

Saeaiiner” wan oa ohana at Nebr. Suit Summonses _Machat, owner of the Cinema, | joo at which he was auked ior Wanie House, a combo theatre-town hall 

legians. Howev 7 ee oe , or Ufa outlet in town, did not figure | apout sales results on this season’s| *@ir is civic proposition repre- 

Selendis Me oa er, he sent the first i Lincoln, Jan. <0. on taking over liabilities of the Paramount product. Kent. rm re< senting a $30,000 investment divided 
sode back to the local distrib Omaha Film Board of Trade with | ~ inch ana Judy. Meanwhile the! ported asking the chairman of the | 2™ong 300 stockholders, 


and called off the deal for the serial 





Chicago, Jan. 
Having served locally as branch 


Branson remains in charge locally. 

Eddie McEvoy, district manager 
here for Radio, left the company 
last week in the general chopping 
Of district heads, 





11 New York and California dis- 





MILLER TO SCRANTON 


office in Scranton, Pa., succeeding 
Ray Powell. Latter is being shifted 
back to theatre management. 

The assisting post will be elim- 
inated at New York headquarters. 








in the New England territory, suc- 


It was reported at first that Ed- 
ward A. Cuddy,’ Mullins’ other 
vision man, would take over 
England for the firm, Cuddy stays 


di- 
New 


faced with a difficult task. Some 


Before the total of 35% salary 
cut, it is reported Kent’s earnings 
reached over $250,009 annually. Kent 
is reported to have waived during 





as is, it is said, 


the past two years a percentage of 





4 : Chicago College of Music, owner] Par finance committee who had Operating on a two picture nights 
like its interpeetation of ovieee ad | Sete frm were summoned by |o¢ the property, has offered to eet- | sugkested the question “to” hiim.| @ week schedule, auditorium is to 
college football ; pear as br teen camital Patt , tle part of the $9,000 with the union | Hertz replied from the account that | be used for basketball, dances, and 

B. N..Judell, local distrib, says alin ‘answer a easel t of trade | 2.2m effort to reopen the house, Katz and Cohen had, whereupon | general civic functions rest of the 

contract is still a eontract and will ease ona ane a1 . Ww. ~t.Y wine but the operators are holding out cee lay Bee al a) yt ein me. Mecaneraers ieerperete 

wal ols . ‘ ‘ . . A WS . . Ou 5- ‘ iO ce Ge mis s1gN¢ 0 ‘ » . ‘ 1, 

attempt to hold Russell to the 23-| claus, Madison, Neb., theatre owner. | ‘°° ‘ne full amount. forthwith. Within 48 hours Kent mer ris ie ie-peett ‘ca 

*pisode arrangement. Complaint involves practise of eceived a reported $200,000 settle- "Vaan oa ae «pale oes oe a te 
7 uniform zoning and protection BRANTON MOVES UP ment of his Par contract and had tt ‘ Res *- spec lew be 

de Bes " ae le nasees favers left the organization. irn o i Oo commun y Op ra 

Brumberg in Omaha Phang Bag non . Ralph Branton, one of Marty; Admittedly, Schaefer, as gen.| Ouse, customary civic institution 

25. se Mullins’ Publix division managers | sales mgr. and his organization, are| @2mong smaller towns in this state 


up to 15 years ago. Which wouldn’t 





Manager for Radio pictures, Bill ceeded Mullins as division chief, | Telief was expressed by Par men in| be so hot for the indie, ie, if the 
Brumberg was last week switched Fred Miller, of the Publix home | upon Mullins being brought into ag —_—— = Schaefer to succeed. idea spreads. 

, a Omaha to take over the com-] office film booking staff, has been | New York to fill L. J, Ludwig's and ‘wee fe ales tk lesen when 
‘ined Radio-Pathe office. Walter] transferred to the district booking | post. Kent has been away from the h. o. Metro Takes Searle 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
Metro has arranged to use little 
Jackie Searle for a part in ‘Courage, 
My Sweet.’ 
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 Don’tlookonthedark it’s all in the point Turn your business 
side of things— of view — chart like this and— 
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LOOK AT IT THIS 





You'll See 
BUSINESS 


PICKING UP 
Overnight with 


RPE ED BEES corncice sonsaticn 


4 weeks on Broadway!—Held over in Chicago, Cleveland, Akron. A First National Picture 


TAX wie JAMES CAGNEY... Loretta Young 


Tremendous 3 weeks’ sellout at N. Y. Strand — In for indefinite Broadway run. A Warner Bros. Picture 


4 4 
...UNION DEPOT wit: Doug. Fairbanks, Jr. and Joan Blondell 


Set as a smash hit at N.Y. Winter Garden,— Picked by thé pick of the nation’s showmen. A First National Picture 


— WILLIAM POWELL... HIGH PRESSURE 


Powell at his peak in a sure-fire laugh hit — Coming to Broadway this week. A Warner Bros. Picture 


vou. ger ANEW SLANT WARNER BROS. in 1932 
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SERVICE FOR LADIES 


(Conitnued from page 23) 
at her engagement party to another 


an. 
m™ The dialog is excellent, in keep- 
ing with the light treatment of the 
story, giving Howard and the rest 
of the cast plenty of opportunity 
for delicate playing. 

Maybe it is the combination of 
nicely turned sentence and artfully 
contrived timing which makes the 
film so slick. 

Leslie Howard's head waiter is 
as good, or better, than anything 
he did in the States. He ambles 
cheerfully through the minor in- 
trigues of the Swiss holiday hotel 
to the more restrained work as head 
waiter. 


George Grossmith is the Rurli- 
tanian king, swaggering with in- 
anity and self pride in glorious 


fas:iion. The sequences in which the 








A LOEW PRODUCTION 


| “FROLICS OF 1932” 


"JANE and CATHERINE 


| LEE 


} 
! Dir.: John Hyde—Wm. 


| CHESTER HALE’S 
| Frolics of 1932 Girls 
JOYCE COLES 


“The Dancing Charmer™ 





Morris Agency, Ine, 





CARLOS PETERSON 


“Gyrations Galore” 


NICHOLAS DAKS 


“Twists and Turns” 











A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“STEPPING HIGH” 
(Jan. 22) Century. Baltimore 





WM. and JOE 


MANDEL 


¢ . b 
“Quiet Please”’ 
Dir, : Bernard Burke: Jack Curtis Office 


FLO MAYO 


“Walking back from an Airplane Ride™ 


MILES and KOVER 


“Adagio Exotique™ 
Dir.: Ned Dobson; Jerry Cargill Office 


LUCKY SEVEN TRIO 
EVANS—WEAVER—SAUNDERS 
“Dice Novelty” Conceived and 
Copyrighted by Dick Saunders 





CHESTER HALE’S 'STEPPING HIGH’GIRLS 








two are together prove the best 
part of the film. Elizabeth Allen 
looks sweet as the girl, and Benita 
Hume is luscious in a vamp part. 
Technically the film is very good, 
high over home standard, but a lit- 
tle cutting would have helped. It 
isn’t necessary, if you want to reg- 
ister the fact it’s 9 o’clock to show 
a cuckoo doing its absurd bow-and- 
scrape act nine times. This sort of 
thing weakens an otherwise fine 
effort. 

Recording and photography okay, 
keeping up the level Paramount has 
set itself technically this side. 
The picture should be worth a 
very good week at the Plaza, where 
it is being put over big. As a box- 


office subject for this market it’s 
madé for the big grosses, without 
making the super class. Chap. 





The Conversion of Ferdys 


Pistora 
(Czech Made) 

Prague, Jan. 11, 
version of Ferdys Pistora’ (the play 
preceding the drama ‘Angels Among 
Us’ by the same author) is now 
running as a talker in the film the- 


atres and attracting attention in 
Prague. It is the best Czech social 
problem film so far produced in 


this country. The film is particular- 
ly worth noting owing to its excel- 
lent photographic work by a tal- 
ented photo artist named Hacken- 


| schmidt. 


Ferdys Pistora is a gangster and 
thief, the son of a Prague 
driver, While trying to 
home of a rich banker, the house 
catches fire. Ferdys saves the lives 
of the banker’s children and is pro- 
claimed a hero by the entire pcpu- 
lace, 

Ferdys becomes somewhat re- 
formed after listening to a Salva- 
tion Afmy band and falling in love 
with a comely Salvation Army las- 
sie. This girl pretends to have 
been very wayward and _e saved 
through the Army. She recalls her 
past misery in such a moving man- 
ner that everybody, inclusive of 
Ferdys, gladly forgets her past. 
Later the Salvation Army girl con- 
fesses she is quite innocent and only 
pretended to be wicked to obtain 
the advantages of the Salvation 
Army. 

The film is full of attractive and 
humorous scenes. Ferdys, despite 
his aim to reform and go straight, 
owing to his past, lands in jail. He 
is rescued by the young Salvation 
Army captain-sweetheart. 

Picture ends with a gay scene, 
when Ferdys is married to the Sal- 
vation Army lassie at the Prague 
old city hall, followed by a drive 
through the old city in his father’s 
cab. The happy couple lands in 
Ferdys ‘tenement house, where he 
and wife are serenaded by the live- 
ly dance music of a Salvation Army 
band and the welcome of the ad- 
miring neighborhood. 


cab 
rob the 








| Anton. 


| 
Franticek Langer’s play ‘The Con- 


Prop Man’s Idea 





Pittsburgh, Jan. 25. 

Benny Drob, prop man at 
the Stanley here, has asked 
the management for engraved 
calling cards, 

He sez it not only would 
lend dignity to the profession 
but would make it easier for 
him when he goes around 
bumming props. 

Benny already has a smock. 














LE CORDON BLEU 


(The Champion Cook) 

Paris, Jan. 12. 
Paramount production and release. Made 
the Joinville studios. Directed by Karl 
From the comedy by Tristan Ber- 
Musical score by F. Gromont. Re- 
ed Western Electric. Running time 

85 minutes. Paramount, Paris, Jan. 9. 
CLAVE cocvececcccceseesoorses Pierre Bertin 
coc ecececcceses e» Jeanne Helbling 
»»- Baron Fils 
Orel ..ccccccccccccsceses-uucien Baroux 
D ccccccccee ececescesess Marcel Vallee 
.-Maurice 
eerecccee Cora Lynn 
ecceseoess-Simone Heliard 
eoeee- Madeleine Guitty 
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lara, 
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A very fair programmer, nicely 
received at the Paramount and sure 
to gross big in the provinces, due 
to impressive names of cast, plus 
Tristan Bernard. Technically fair. 
Title, which means literally ‘Blue 
Ribbon,’ is applied to good cooks 
from the name of a very 
ery school giving a blue 
diploma. 

Story really concerns a cook, 
is a ritzy but impoverished 
sian, to whom her boss makes love 
unknown to his wife, who herself 
is mistaken for another woman liv- 
ing in the same house, and whose 
adventures cause very Frenchy mix- 
ups between her lover, various hus- 
bands, their wives, and the cook. 

Pierre Bertin acts the weak 
would-be lover very convincingly, 
his physique fitting him for the 
part. Baron Fils and Lucien Ba- 
roux both satisfactory as husbands. 
Jeanne Helbling gives a good im- 
personation of the flighty wife, with 
Marguerite Moreno the a.k. dame she 
is mistaken for. Madeleine Guitty 
as a tough cook gives an excellent 
performance, Title character, but 
from starring part of the ritzy cook, 
is done by Cora Lynn. Balance fair 
support. Mazi. 


old cook- 
ribbon as 

who 
Rus- 





KRISS 


(Sync Travelog) 


Paris, Jan, 12. 
An Andre Roosevelt and Armand Denis 
production with sound-synchronization by 
Synchro-Cine, which distributes locally. 
Music by Th. Kross-Hartmann and Marcel 
Devaux, Played by natives. Running 
time 80 minutes. Marigny, Paris. Jan, 11. 


Name of Roosevelt may help film 
in the States. It is doing fair busi- 
ness at the Marigny, due to more 
advertising than the film justifies. 
It is a mixture of a travelog and of 
action taking place between natives, 
where one of the common people, 
finding his wife has been unfaithful, 
kills her and her native chief lover 
with one of the native Malay dag- 





A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“GET GAY” 


(Jan. 22) Jersey City, N. J. 


BERT 


FROHMAN 


“The Prince of Pep” 


Per. Man., Chas. Yates 


THE GALENCS 


“An Athletic Touchdown" 


Dir.: Chas. Yates 


MAUREEN RIO 


“Personality Girl” 
Dir.: Phil Tyrrell 


DUGAN and HADLEY 


“A Cycle of Modernistie Impressions” 
Dir.: Harry Pincus 


———. 


Chester Hale’s “Get Gay” Girls 














Picture Possibilities 





might make the film grade. 


Kaig, Barrymore). 


pictures. 


A play of the covered wagon age. 











can follow ‘The Covered Wagon’. 


A crook story lightened by comedy 


If so this will do. 





‘Adam Had Two Sons’—Favorable 
‘Adam Had Two Sons’ (Drama; Aarons and Freedley; Avon). 
dialog taming this story of two brothers in love with the same girl 
‘Will need rewriting because of film censors. 


With 


Kau}. 





‘Whistling in the Dark’—Favorable 
‘WHISTLING IN THE DARK’ (Melodramatic comedy, Alexander Mc- 


and novelty. Looks good for 
Ibee. 


‘Black Tower’—Favorable 
‘BLACK TOWER’ (Ben Stein-Sam H. Harris). Should offer enough to 
get by as a thriller in the present vogue for that type of picture, 


‘Distant Drums’—Unfavorable 
‘DISTANT DRUMS’ (Drama, Guthrie McClintic, Belasco). 


Question is if any story of the kind 
Ibee. 


gers, termed ‘kriss,’ which 
the title. 

Photo doesn't justify the interest 
of the film, and is way below ‘White 
Shadows’ or ‘Tabu.’ Story and 
acting of small interest. The cur- 
rent interest in the Malay island 
of Bali, where the film has been 
made, has been exploited by Roose- 
velt, who has tacked on his film the 
local crematory rites, which are 
rather extraneous to the 
normally ending after the slaying 
of the murderer. 
ing same rites appears in the cur- 
rent Fox Movietone newsreel. 

Roosevelt, whose father was a 
first cousin to the late President 
spent five years in Bali, out of 


explains 











Lagrenee | 


which 15 months were employed in 
preparation and filmization of the 
production, cost of which is below 
$50,000 Ma 


TROTTE TEODOR 


(Tired Theodore) 


be 











(SWEDISH MADE) 

j svens t lu n, Scandinaviar 
|} ing Pictures release on this sid 

n Gustaf Edgren; scenario, Soelve Ce 
lerstrand; music Jules Sylvain. At th 
Fifth Ave. Playhouse, New York grind, 
| week Jan. 15 Running time, 81 mins. 
Teodor Hoerneman...... Valdemar Dalquist 
Rosa, his wife...... .--Karin Swanstroem 
Bertil, their adopted son 

Hakan Westergreen | 

Desc kcasnahed esecsee Britta Appelgreen 
Ivar Camillug. .ccaceccere Fritiof Billquist 
Laura, his wife.....ee.....Maritta — | 

Swedish folks In New York have | 
proven themselves to be patriotic, 
insofar as their film fare is con- 

erned. Almost any Swedish picture 
i calls out 1 entire colony. If that’s 
jas true 1! other Swedish nabor- 
{hoods as in New York, the picture 
} will undoubtedly do well, as have 
|previous ones. Despite that it’s 


pretty poor in almost every way and 


doesn’t merit much attention, 
Supposed to be a comedy, with 
the plot so complicated it’s impos- 
sible to boil down to a couple of 
paragraphs. Vaguely it has to do 


with a gallant man who wants to 
help a girl he just met get singing 
lessons. Wife won't give him the 
money, so he pawns one of her pearl 
necklaces. 

Girl makes good, his son suddenly 
appears to have been in love with 
her from the first, so they marry. 
Mamma blesses everyone and its 
okay. There are something like 
forty other complications and di- 
versions from the main theme, just 
to help out poor unsuspecting film 
reviewers who don’t know the lan- 
guage. Doubtful, as a matter of fact, 
whether with a perfect knowledge 
of Swedish, it’s possible to follow 
the whole thing. 

Acting is as bad a’s the story, 
though there’s one extremely pretty 
girl, Britta Appelgren, who sings a 
nice tune, Kauf, 





Amour a l|’Americaine 


(American Love) 
Paris, Jan. 15. 


Braunberger Richebe production and re- 


lease, Directed by Claude Heymann. 
Supervised by Paul Fejos. Made in the 
Braunberger Richebe_ studios, Scenario 


from a comedy by Mouezy-Eon and Spitzer. 


Music by Misraki and Ray Ventura. Re- 
corued Western’ Electric. Featuring :— 
Spinelly, Andre Luguet, Pauline Carton, 
Suzette Mais, Romain Bouquet, Carette. 
Running time 85 minutes, Agriculteurs, 
Paris. Jan. 14, 

An arty but goofy production, 


playing to an audience of well un- 
der 50 at matinees. It would never- 
theless be worth giving it a show- 
ing in the States in houses playing 
French films to demonstrate the 
(Continued on page 39) 


story— 


A sequence show- | 


DE LUXE PRICE CUTS 
KILL GRINDS IN L. A. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 25. 

Price cuts in deluxe houses has 
/hit the main street 10-cent grinds, 
resulting in several closing their 
| doors. Plenty of kicks and policy 
changes for the dimers, with one 
house going to triple billing. 

Broadway has half a dozen large 








houses which scale 10 cents before 
canta 

nin I cents. 

the class Los An- 
eles theatre next week as a 15- 
cent grind house is adding further 


worries to the dime competition, 
' 


} Reopening of 
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FLORENCE 
ROGGE 


Mentor of the Roxy 
Versatile Ballet 


4th Year at the World’s Largest 
Theatre, 


The Roxy, New York 


L EVANS 


HAS PLAYED 


33 MONTHS 
for L. K. SIDNEY 


Selling Music in 
Every Form 


Paradise Theatre Indefinitely 






































advancement. 


references. 





‘MOTION PICTURE EXECUTIVE 


just having sustained a heavy loss in the industry, 
desires a connection where sound business judgment, 
coupled with a thorough technical knowledge of pro- 
duction, distribution and showmanship would lead to 
A tough job requiring extraordinary 
ability either east or California is what | am looking 
for and | would consider a very moderate salary until 
I had thoroughly demonstrated my worth. Must be an 
organization of good standing. ‘ 
An appontment would be appreciated. 


Address Box 100, Variety, New York | 


Can furnish best of 
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CREATORS 





Direction, WM. MORRIS 





Our Satire on Ballroom Trios 


On Review Jan. 22 


Week of Jan. 29 


LOWE, BERNOFF ™ 


PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 
PARAMOUNT, BROOKLYN 


April, 1932 





March 7-14 


SAVOY HOTEL, LONDON 


KABARET der KOMIKER, BERLIN 


THANKS TO ABE LASTFOGEL 


WENSLEY 


Opening 2 Weeks, Feb. 22-29 


PALADIUM, LONDON 


RKO—RICHARD & LENETSKA 


ORIGINATORS 
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KEEPING UP 
WITH F. & M. 


What Stars and Grads of 
the Circuit Are Doing 
and Where and Why 


Different Contest 
Larry Conley, Jersey City, put- 
ting on new style stage contest, 


for act material only, amazed ta 
have 300 applications in first week. 
So is Pub. Director Glenn. Want 
Marco, now in New York, to of- 
ficiate at selections next Monday 
night and offer lim free trans- 


portation in Hudson River Tube, 
Applications hitting in at rate of 30 
per day. 


Kick From. London 


Palladium Theatre, London, 
claims one of its Sherman Fisher 
dancers topped world’s hig kick 
record, hitherto claimed by Con- 
stance Evans, of F. & M. Conny’s 
record, 43 high kicks in 30 seconds; 
Palladium’s claim is one kid did 49 
highs in 30, and two others, 85 
waist-high kicks in 30, before large 
Monday mat audience. Case of 
kicks across the sea. 


Replaced and Added 


Gold and Ray replace Paul and 
Nemo Ghezzi in “Chains,” Frisco; 
Kikuta Japs replace Four Kadex in 
“Aloha” Idea, Chicago; Ben Omar 
in place of Peg Leg Bates, “Dream 
House,” Washington, D. C. : 
Robins, the walking music store, 
added to “Reflections” Idea; also 
Marietta, whose “dance on mirror” 
is said to be novelty sensation. 


Andy Anti Smut 


Andy Kelley, famous critic of 
Washington Times, got his annual 
kelly from F. & M.'s Ike Hope; 
praised cleanliness of F. & M. 
Ideas; deplored smut in other stage 
shows; argued that Bill Kenny, 
U. S. Senate doorkeeper, who was 
once minstre] man, be added to 
roster of beloved old-timers ap- 
pearing in “Stars of Yesterday” 
Idea, which hits Capitol shortly. 


Space Grabbers 


U. S. Frigate Constitution visit- 
ing Mobile, Ala., is visited in turn 
by Charley Emerson Cook and his 
“Three Big Figures” company. 
Charley lands three-column cut in 
Register. In Atlanta, Ga., F. & M.'s 
Arthur Benson crowds his “Rhap- 
sody in Rhythm” beauts into new 
Chevvy, rating another three-col- 
umns with the stunt. Atlanta Sun- 
day roto prints shot of Lionel 
Keene’s Barbara Rose as “future 
Fanchon and Marco star.” 


Conquering America 


Rialto Theatre, Louisville, added 
to F. & M.'s record-breaking list 
this week; “Fine Feathers” Idea, 
the opener. Date is now on regular 
schedule between St. Louis and In- 
dianapolis. Cyclonic Joe Rose is 
again printing Idea mimeo news- 
paper, for “On Parade” this time. 
Writes poetry in which he rhymes 
“Idea” with “be dear,” the devil. 


Meet “Show Eye”’ 


Bob St. John of A. P. ran from 
Marco Manhattan interview to Two 
Gun Crowley execution at Sing 
Sing, proving what a star writer’s 
life can be. Jim Aswell of Central 
Press, Simonton of American, and 
other w. k. Manhat writers, told of 
Marco’s “show eye,” eleven-year- 
old daughter, Gloria. 





Algerian Spotlight 


yae Foster directing Pat West's 
new one, “Gobs of Joy in Algiers.” 
Very fitting, she put on first ‘‘Gobs.” 
Seymour Felix using Hollywood F. 
& M. studio as one of his back- 
grounds in “Clean Up.” 


° P 
That’s Cooperation 

N. E. .A.’s Israel Klein got hor- 
rib'e shock when phoning for 
F. & M. girls for press stunt at 12 
noon. Manager Bill Roddy took 
them from Fox Brooklyn at 12.57; 
had them at Grand Central Palace 
at 1.30; posed for three Klein pic- 
tures and back on stage at Fox 
Brooklyn at 2.14. Beauts were from 
“Dream House” Idea, managed by 
Roddy. 


Raid Continues 


That very funny Billy Dooley 
from Christie Comedies is latest 
Movieite to go Fanchon & Marco. 
And_he’]l be a sailor lad just like 
in the pictures. Sailor from the 
Swiss Navy, uniform and all. 
Frances Lee, also from the Christie 
Comedies, in same Idea, “Swiss 
Movements.” Compson, Lake, Deg- 
ley and Lee all grabbed out of the 
studios in past thirty days, an F. 
& M. “raid” record. : 
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TENSE? 


- you'll be able to hear 
a pin drop.. 


when this thriller 
plays your theatre... 


Test it before 
tough audiences... 


and 
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murder - mystery hit 


of the current season 
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LIONEL ATWILL 


GRETA NISSEN « WELDON HEYBURN 





Play by Jack DeLeon and Jack Celestin 
Directed by Marcel Uarnell and R. L. Hough 


FOX PICTURE 
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Cops Hold 2,000 from Charity Vaude, 
As Reading Ball Fans Worry Over Law 


+ 
— 








Reading, Pa., Jan. 25. 

With theatre circles, international 
baseball league fans, and military 
veterans organizations stirred as 
nothing else has stirred them in 
years, another chapter in the Read- 
ing police war on vaudeville was 
written here last night (Sunday). 
While almost 2,000 people were lined 
up in orderly fashion along the 
sidewalks in front of the Park thea- 
tre over a score of policemen, act- 
ing under orders of the city’s new 
police commissioner, J. Stanley 
Giles, barred the entrance to the 
house and prevented the holding of 
the charity show announced by 
United Chain Theatres, Inc., lessees 
of the house and Reading Lodge of 
Moose, owners of the building. 

Action of the police duplicated 
that of a week ago Sunday night, 
when police refused to permit a 
vaudeville entertainment to be pre- 
sented. Meanwhile, last night and 
the night before, nearly all the 
other Penn street theatres, includ- 
ing two vaudeville houses which 
have been giving picture shows only 
on Sunday since the new police 
commissioner banned vaudeville, 
were doing business as usual. 

Suit against the city, asking for 
an injunction to prevent the police 
from interfering with theatre per- 
formances for charity, was to be 
brought today (Monday) it was 
stated tonight by Lou Berman, who 
came here as an executive of the 
United company. 

Ball Fans Concerned 


Patrons of International League 
baseball, whose Reading team is 
supported largely by Sunday games, 
and who face losing their Sunday 
privileges if the matter goes to 
court, are worried by the situation 
so are the military and other war 
veteran associations which have 
had charge of the benefit shows 
each Sunday night at the various 
theatres for the past four years. 

The military organizations fear 
that if the Park, which has been 
showing vaude because pictures 
have always been secondary on its 
programs, is obliged to keep closed, 
all other Sunday shows will be ruled 
out by the courts. Other house 
managers are in sympathy with the 
Park and are hoping for a speedy 
court decision. 

While Mayor Ermentrout, who re- 
cently said he is standing back of 
commissioner Giles in his opera- 
tions, is carefully refraining from 
stating specifically that he is back 
of the ‘No Vaudeville’ crusade, Giles 
himself has failed at any time to 
explain for public information why 
he permits Sunday films but bans 
the acts. 

The Park management had book- 
ed a full program of acts, had all 
its employees on hand to receive 
contributions for patrons, as no 
tickets have been sold at Sunday 
theatre shows operating here for the 
past four years. Enough people to 
fill the house and leave many stand- 
ing were on hand at the opening. 

Ray Wolff, Philadelphia, is iocal 
manager and Berman and the Moose 
have retained former Judge John B. 
Stevens and Joseph R. Dickinson, 
former city solicitor and an author- 
ity on municipal law, to represent 
the theatre company and the lodge. 


Congrats with Kick 


Utica, Jan. 25. 

Warner’s Stanley puts talent 
shows back starting this week (24). 
Six acts and ‘Ladies of the Big 
House,’ form the first bill. Prices 
unchanged. 

Colonial, independent, only other 
local vaude house published as adv. 
an open letter three col. seven 
inches, in dailies cffering congrats 
and challenging comparison, 








Agency Wins Judgment 
Chicago, Jan. 25. 

William Morris agency here last 
week secured a judgment for $2,- 
063 against Jay Mills, now appear- 
ing for RKO with Florence Robin- 
son. 

Suit, as filed by attorney Harry 
P. Munns, was for back commis- 
sions. 





Milwaukee Vaude House Quits 
Milwaukee, Jan. 25. 
Lou Kane’s vaudfilm venture, 
which started out Xmas Day at the 
Majestic, has fallen by the wayside. 
Theatre is now dark with no 
plans announced, 


Altoona’s Combo Show 


Altoona, Pa., Jan. 25. 
Olympic and Capitol, Skouras 
operated, have changed their price 
and program, the last theatres in 





the city to change, The new bills 
open this week. 

Olympic will have picture and 
stage show, First bill has Ross 


Lewis, Grimes Sisters and Babette, 
Tommy O’Brien and Band, Skating 
Singers and Latosca. 

The new price policy is the same 
as that of the Wilmer-Vincent State 
theatre but above the local Warner 
theatre by 10c. 





Vaude Promoter Trying 
To Square Debts After 


Majestic, Mil., Mistake 


Chicago, 





Jan, 25. 
Following the sudden shutting of 
the vaude attempt at the Majestic, 
Milwaukee, promoter Lew Kane is 
wandering around the beer town 
trying to square a flock of debts 
arising from the error. Show caved 
with an explosion after a three- 
week try, leaving participants in a 
hole and Kane in a jam. 

Kane opened the house on Xmas 
Day, taking the spot on a percent- 
age of the gross. Kane played six 
acts for a full week, booked out of 
the Johnny Jones office here. 
Things got tangled at the third 
week. None of the acts received 
full pay and Jones refused to send 
the fourth show in unless the en- 
tire week’s debt to the performers 
had been settled. Kane scraped up 
his acts outside, but the makeshift 
alignment lasted only one day and 
the whole thing exploded, on Jan. 15. 
Jones has not collected a penny, 
he states, for his three weeks of 
bookings, and neither have the 
agents, since they were to draw 
their commissions from the 10% 
paid to the Jones office. Jones says 
he will take no action against Kane. 
Bookings for the third week were 
the Frazer Bros., Meyers and Nolan, 
Barbier Sims and Co., Saeror Pros. 
and Sister, DeBell and Ruf and 
Frank ‘Peg’ Jones. These acts were 
paid something on account of the 
Sunday following opening, but they 
all signed releases for the rest and 
none drew full pay. 





Fanchon Says Europe's 
Best Vaude Acrobatic 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 


Number of high class acrobat acts 
in Europe and their novelty rou- 
tines brought raves from Fanchon, 
who has just returned from a trip 
to the continent. Femme half of 
Fanchon & Marco talked terms with 
a half dozen of the athletic turns to 
come here for an F. & M. route. 

Fanchon also gave tentative offers 
to an adagio act, midget group, 
jugglers and other turns which have 
routines new to the American vaude 
stage. She looked at variety shows 
in Paris, Berlin, London and Vienna. 


F&M in Louisville 








Louisville, Jan. 25. 
Rialto, operated by the Fourth 
Avenue Corp., will take on Tan- 


chon & Marco units beginning Feb. 
19. First F.&M. Idea to play the 
house will be ‘Fine Feathers.’ 

Theatre goes on the F.&M. route 
after St. Louis. 


CLOSE MEMPHIS DEAL 


Memphis, Jan. 25. 
RKO and Loew's pooling arrange- 
ment for their theatres here has 
been completed. 
Loew’s will be in control of op- 
eration with policies to be settled 
later. 


LITA GREY-LANGDON SWITCH 
Harry Langdon will not open in 
his RKO intact set to start Satur- 
day (30). Unit will be pushed back 
three weeks. 
Lita Grey Chaplin, who was to 
open Feb. 20, subs for Langdon in 











the earlier dated show. 


INTACT ROUTE CHANGES 


Winnipeg Out, Spokane In—Open 
Week Between St. Paul-Spokane 








Failing to support vaude, the 
Capitol, Winnipeg, a six-day stand 
on the RKO intact route, falls out 


Friday (29) with house returning 
to straight film, 

It’s a loss to the intact tour of 
three days, the Orpheum, Spokane, 
coming in Saturday (30) for three 
days to partly make up the deficit. 
Shows will now jump from S5Bt. 
Paul to Spokane with an open 
weelt in between. Following the 
three days at Spokane, four days 
are then open before the Vancouver 
date, 


RKO Nabe Managers 
Balk Over Using 


Palace Trailers 








Use of film trailers in RKO neigh- 
borhood houses in and around New 
York to plug the Palace shows, is 
reported encountering managerial 
opposition. Some managers last 
week are said to have refused to 
use this footage. Trailer was sent 
to RKO combination 


and straight 
film houses in Greater New York, 
Westchester and northern New 
Jersey. 


R. H. Emde, one of the division 
heads in the territory, did not use 
the trailer on the ground, from ac- 


counts, that the neighborhood 
houses shouldn’t be plugging the 
Palace, 





PUBLIX-B&K PRODUCES 
MORE CHI STAGE SHOWS 


Chicago, Jan. 25. 
B. & K. this week (29) slaps in a 
‘Dark Town Follies’ show at the 
westside Paradise, using colored 


acts and colored band. Orchestra 
is the Bennie Moten outfit, out of 
Kansas City. Acts are the Three 
Rhythm Dancers, Jazz Lips Rich- 
ardson, Harriet Calloway and Jen- 
nie Dancer. 

Dennis King and his ‘Vagabond 
King’ production on Friday (29) 
moves from the loop Chicago to the 
southside Tivoli for B. & K. 

B. & K.’s spotting of their own 
productions at the Chicago, Para- 
dise and Tivoli this coming week 
forces a similar number of F. & M. 
units into a-lay-off week. 








L. A. Territory Can Offer 10 Weeks a 


For Acts, but Salaries in Miniature 





Spokane Vaude 


Spokane, Jan. 25. 
Vaudeville is to return here Feb. 


5, at the Spokane theatre, now a 
straight picture house. 

Four acts for three days on a 
split with pictures only will be the 


policy. 

Walter Fenny, manager, to be re- 
placed by Seattle man yet to be 
named. Ray Howes, of Seattle, re- 
places Ron Gamble as assistant 
mgr. and treasurer, 





Names Are Lined 
Up for Shows in 
RKO’s Coast Orphs 


The names are tentatively set, but 
the RKO the Or- 


pheums, 


stage shows for 
Los 
still 


attractions 


straight film, in 


Francisco 


now 


Angeles and San 


aren’t definite. Four 
proposed for thre. weeks apiece in 
each house are the Ted Lewis and 
Duke Ellington bands, Thurston’s 
magic show and a turn combining 
Sophie Tucker and Borrah Mine- 
vitch. 

Proposition involves percentage 
dls instead of straight salary for 
all acts. Openiny dates, if the pol- 
icy is adopted, may b> Feb. 19 for 
Thurston and Ellington in either 
Frisco and L. A., March 11 for 
Lewis, and April 1 for Tucker- 
Minevitch. 

William Morris office is-represent- 
ing the acts in direct negotiation 
with RKO’s theatre department. 

Warner Bros. is also considering 
name band shows for the Holly- 
wood, Hollywood, and the Western 
in L. A. 





Publix Adds Shows 
Chicago, Jan. 25. 
States pushes two 
The 
Rivoli, Munice, is playing presenta- 
tions Friday-Sunday, and _ the 
Paramount, Michigan City, starts 
Sunday vaude this week. 


Booked by Dick Bergen out of 
the RKO office here. 


Publix-Great 


more sites into stage shows. 





eall from the 


as Miss Roberts.’ 


ated from other actors in town. 


on her first week at the Palace. 
D’Orsay. 


film mob, as well 
Torres. 


other’s hair. 


the following week. 


York Palace date. 
them, 





addition to salary. 


Miss D’Orsay played host to local chatterers, 


Block and Sully insist it actually happened. 
according to Eve Sully, and found two local personality gals tearing each 


Inside Stuff-Vaude 


Yale ‘Daily News’, in New Haven, burned up over the refusal of Kiki 
Roberts to grant an interview, came out with the most caustic panning 
of a stage personality seen there in many moons. 

Story is that a ‘News’ reporter inquired at the Fox-Poli for Miss Rob- 
erts and when informed that she was in Bridgeport thought he was being 
given the runaround. Legman apparently didn’t read the local sheets, 
as everybody else knew that Kiki was doubling with Bridgeport. 





A later 


‘News’ brought word that Miss Roberts did not grant 
interviews to anyone. Thence the scorching. 

Laugh among the locals was that the ‘News,’ after two unsuccessful 
attempts to crash for an interview, incorporated in its panning the state- 
ment that ‘it is too bad the newspapers cannot spend their time to better 
advantage than in obtaining the latest declaration of hokum from such 





Hartford (Conn.) cops just can’t stand kidding as one member of the 
Fanchon-Marco crew found out. Jay walking in the center of the city, 
he was hailed by a bull and asked if he was in a ‘fog.’ 
sponse was ‘Yes, and I'll go out there to blow the horn with you.’ 

A walk to the nearest precinct station resulted in a bawling out by 
the desk sergeant with the warning that ‘no back talk’ would be toler- 
With drooping head he was allowed to 
go but for the balance of the week he was the most observant man in 
town of stop and go lights and signals. , 


The quick re- 





Dining the press, plus co-workers, is an outside possibility for vaude 
stars as with the satellites from the screen. 
party Fifi D’Orsay threw in one of the swankier speaks between shows 
An entire floor was taken over by Miss 


Pointing the way is the 


including some of the 


as to fellow workers on the Palace bill and Raquel 


They walked into a town, 


They were fighting, it seems, over who would do Block and Sully’s act 





Fifi Dorsay grew quite temperamental on the opening day of her New 
Her kicks weren’t accepted seriously, so Fifi forgot 





In addition to receiving all her expenses from Fanchon & Marco dur- 
ing her tour, Betty Compson gets 


$200 weekly as spending money in 


ea 








Los Angeles, Jan, 25. 
The coast vaude boom, though not 
remunerative to the actors, is at 
least encouraging through hanging 
on longer than expected and giving 
indications that it will build. Pic. 
ture shortage has plenty of house 
flirting with the stage idea. 


In the past week five houses in 
surrounding towns have gone for 
weekend vaude. The Garfield, Al- 
hambra has added five acts to itg 
last half picture bill. The Corona 
theatre, Corona, has installed a 
vaudfilm policy, using four acts on 
a split. 

RKO Dates 


RKO continues to use eight acts 
in San Francisco, Oakland and Los 
Angeles, four of the acts being 
booked out of the local RKO office 


by Bern Bernard. Same office is 
booking the State, Long Beach, 
using five acts on a full week, 


RKO’s budget remains at $650 for 
the four extra acts. States goes $600 
for its five. Million Dollar and Hip- 
podrome here continued with vaude, 
though their budget 
pruned closely. 


has been 


Aboyt 12 other houses are look- 
ing over the vaude field in and 
around Los Angeles, with indica- 
tions that they will get their feet 
in before long, 

Chances are that Warners will 


add vaude to some of its houses in 


surrounding communities, with 
Huntington and San Pedro on the 
list. Local Downtown is its only 


house using vaude at present. 


Three Agents 

Only three agents in town, out- 
side of the RKO office, handling 
vaude: Bert Levey, Meiklejohn and 
Al Wager. RKO won't touch any- 
thing but its own houses locally but 
is canvassing the smaller burgs for 
possible accounts. 

Shortage of acts has turns doue 
bling back, with most of the ace 
ceptable acts playing about every- 
thing in a hurry. Bookers are hop- 
ing that one or two good weeks will 
come in so that they will have 
something to attract new faces to 
the west. 

A playable act can grab off about 
10 weeks in and around L. A., but 
the salary won’t do much more than 
pay expenses, 


UNION DEMANDS CUT 
KEDZIE TO 3 DAYS 


Chicago, Jan. 25. 

Unable to meet union demands 
the Kedzie, recently revived vaude 
spot on the west side, is cutting 
down to three days on the week- 
end from a full week. 

RKO preview night to be switche 
ed from Wednesday to Friday. 

Operating on short bankroll, Abe 
Cohen couldn’t see any other way 
out after trying to get the opera- 
tors’ union to reduce the booth to 
one man. 


WB's 5 in Philly 


Philadelphia, Jan. 25. 
Warners will place vaudeville in 
three additional houses in Phila- 
delphia beginning Feb. 6. Theatres 
are the State, Circle and Uptown. 
Addition of these spots brings the 
Warner houses using stage shows 
here up to five. Other two are the 
Mastbaum (pictures) and the Earle 
(vaude), 
All three additional theatres will 
play five acts on a split week policy. 


WB Vaude Out 


Milwaukee, Jan. 25. 
Warner, Milwaukee, booked out 
of Chicago by the Morris office, 
drops vaudeville Jan. 28. House 
will continue with straight pictures. 
Theatre is currently using five 
acts for a full week. 




















Intact Lineup Changes 

With the Bill Robinson all-col- 
ored revue, ‘Hot from Harlem,’ 
penciled to go out as an intact Feb. 
20 or 27, some changes in the show 
will occur. 

Neeka Shaw and Mary Prevall are 
already out of the lineup. Naomi 
Price succeeds Miss Shaw, while 
Jackie Young takes the place of 
Miss Prevall. 


— #— 
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Holtz’ Ist $2 Bill for Bway 





All Acts Run to $16,000 in Wkly Salaries— 
Tryout in Newark 








T.ou Holtz will take his straight 
vaudeville bill over to Newark Feb. 
8 for a percentage week at the Shu- 
bert, ahead of his Broadway open- 


ing at Warners’ Hollywood. Latter 
is set for Feb. 15, a Monday. 
Vineent Lopez orchestra, which 
double in the pit and on the 
«age: Boswell Sisters, Lydia Rob- 
erti, Clark and McCullough, Jay 
Prennan, Venita Gould and Three 
Little Wards will comprise the 
Holtz support. Salary list, topped 
by Clark and McCullough’s $3,500, 
runs to around $10,000, excluding 
Holtz’ own share. 
The artists’ contracts are signed 


jointly by Holtz and Warners, but 
understood if the first week’s gross 
falls below $10,000 Holtz will be 
obliged to personally pay off the 
other acts. 

If $15,000 or more is secured, Holtz 


is sure of $5,000 for himself, with 
the first $15,000 gross going to the 


bill 
timated 


around 


He exceeded the originally es- 

support salary limit 
$1,000, which cut his own 
end proportionately. For Holtz to 
equal or better the $6,000 salary he 
for himself in the dropped RKO 
Palace negotiations, 
have to exceed $20,000. Holtz 
the theatre split everything 
that figure or thereabouts. 

As Clark and McCullough are in 
the Roxy that week, they won't play 
the Newark date, but will do a quick 
Broadway follow-up in opening 
with Holtz at the Warner house. 


by 


set 


and 
over 


Opposition 
In what way the Palace will at- 
tempt to buck the Hollywood with 


an opposition show has been de- 
cided. The Palace’s current Bea- 
trice Lillie-headlined bill will re- 


main intact next week (30) to es- 


tablish a three-week run at least, 
with a fourth a possibility. That 


would take the Palace up to Feb. 6 
before changing and necessitate a 


new vaude show there two days 
before the Hollywood opens, If 
Benny Rubin recovers in time, a 


Rubin-Jack Haley bill probably will 
be the Hollywood's opposish. 

Hollywood will do 15 shows a 
week, with the odd performance a 
midnitér on Saturdays. Scale of $1 
matinees, $2 nights and $3 Satur- 
day and Sunday will be the same as 
the Palace’s. At capacity it would 
be possible for the 1,900-seater to 
gross $39,000, 





Detroit M.C.less 


Detroit, Jan, 25. 

Current week’s the first in seven 
years that there isn’t one m. c. at 
a first-run house. 

Only m. ec. working locally is 
Eddie Loughton at the Hollywood 
(second run house) and in his sec- 
ond year there, 





DATES ON SALE 

Chic Sale has been spotted by 
the Warner office for Pittsburgh 
and Washington Jan. 29-Feb. 20, re- 
Spectively, 

Warners will attempt to fit Sale’s 
personals to his new picture, ‘Old 
Man Minick.’ 





ESTHER RALSTON’S INDIES 

Esther Ralston, returning east 
for stage dates, has two indie Mor- 
ris-booked weeks in Baltimore and 
Philadelphia. 

Opens Feb. 6 at the Hipp, Balti- 


more, with the Nixon, Philly, fol- 
lowing. 





DUKE IN MANHATTAN 


_Duke Ellington comes into the 


New York and Brooklyn Para- 
mounts for Publix. 
Pand will be at the New York 
deluxer Feb. 5. 
Brendel at Roxy 
El 


3rendel is due for a personal 
appearance at the Roxy week Feb. 
a. 

Brendel opened 10 weeks for Fan- 


chon & Marco in St. Louis last 
week. 





Puck Not Retiring 

Harry Puck's affiliation with Her- 
bert Hoey, to become a vaude pro- 
ducer, does not mark his retirement 
from the stage. 

Legit juvenile will stage a couple 
of acts he hax written and then 
Actively return to the rostrum. 


the gross will] 


vv 


Show Folks in Saranac 


Saranac Lake, N. Y., Jan. 23. 
N. V. A. Sanatorium 
as Abbott 





Thom Ben Shaffer 





Dan Astella Toni Temple 
Fred Bachman Cath’ine Vogelle 
| Allie Bagley Eddie Voss 
| Happy Benway James Williams 
Fred Buck Xela Winkler 


Alice Carman 


Dorothy Wilson 


Ethel Clouds Lillian Zeigler 

| Edith Cohen Dolly Lewis 
| John Dempsey Charles Libecap | 
Frisco Devere John Louden 
Harry English Mike McMamee 
Jack Flaum L’r’ce McCarthy 


Kitty Flynn 
Bert Ford 

Lulu Gardiner 
Frank Garfield 
Chris Hagedorn 
Dor’'thy Harvard 
George Harmon 


Phyllis Milford 
Alma Montague 
Dick Moore 
Danny Murphy 
Harry Namba 
George Neville 
Helen O'Reilly 


Ida Howard Gladys Palmer 
Millie Jasper Angela Papulis 
Val'tine Kincaid Joseph Parker 
Dick Kuni An’mae Powers 
V'non Lawrence Nellie Quealy 
Lilly Leonora Ford Raymond 
Fred Rith 

Harry Barrett........302 Broadway 
Charles Barrett......302 Broadway 
Charley Bordley...... 86 Park Ave. 
James Chambers....Raybrook, N. Y. 
ROT CUPIOT oo360ace Clancy Cottage 
Marion Greene...58 Riverside Drive 
Margaret Groves....16 Marshall St. 


EIOVO Cerne) See ha 0 6050 05s 00.000 
7614 Bloomingdale Ave. 
ECU BE 6 65066440688 19 Broadway 
Joe Lang...........-Clancy Cottage 
JOO TROUIY icéccses -.-45 Franklin St. 
Louis Rheingold....Clancy Cottage 
James Torrusio....Raybrook, N. Y. 


Left 


Lewis 
Sosonkins 


in December 

Jack 

Louie 
in December 
Parker 

Lewis 

Gardiner 


Arrivals 
Joseph 
Dolly 
Lulu 


On Percentage 

Weber and Fields will play an 
indie vaude week on percentage, 
commencing Jan. 30 at the Hipp, 
3altimore. 

Vet pair will do a revamped ver- 
sion of the pool table scene which 
they introduced iIn 1897, cr there- 
abouts, 


CHERRY SISTERS APPEAR 


Effie and Addie Freak of 30 Years 
Ago in Person Swan Song 





Cedar Rapids, Ia., Jan. 25. 

The Cherry Sisters, Effie and 
Addi,e, last sisters of the family of 
country town girls who made a brief 
flash on Broadway 30 years ago are 
doing their swan song, 

The Cherry Sisters made an ap- 
pearance at the Majestic going 
through their repertoire, including 
their version of the dashing drum- 
mer of the late 90's, which brought 
them New York attention, 





CAMEL AIR ACT 
AT 312,000 
OR PC. 


CBS Camel period will 


| 
| 
| 
} 





its 
19. 
the 


open 
Feb. 
set as 


RKO tour either Feb. 5 or 


Boston is tentatively 
opening spot. 


+3 
bila- 


From present outlook of neg 
tions between CBS and RKO, looks 
like RKO will play the Camel period 
on a guarantee against a percent- 
Guarantee is to be $10,000 a 
week with a 50-50 split on above the 
It is 


age. 


average gross of the house. 
reported that CBS is asking for 
more than that percentage. RKO'’s 
alternative is to play the Camel hour 
for $12,000 flat. 

Since the daily schedule of broad- 
casts must be continued while the 
radio act is on the road, fear of in- 
terferences by the local musicians’ 
unions is holding up the completion 
of the layout for the period. In 
some towns traveling bands are not 
permitted to broadcast unless an- 
other band of an equal number of 
men is paid union scale for each 
broadcast. Chicago and Cincinnati 
are said to be operated by their 
local unions on the latter basis. 
These and other details must be 
ironed out before the layout of dates 
for the Camel period is final. 

It is probable that a girl act may 
be booked to work with the radio 
period, which will run 60 minutes. 

R. J. Reynolds Company, makers 
of the Camel ciggies, is reported 
planning a heavy exploitation cam- 
paign wherever the act plays. 








On a Unit That's Breaking Up 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 





The excess eats you up. 


week, 
I shouldn't have gambled in New 


We need some new songs. 


They say it’s warm enough to st 
without a coat. 

I'll just write and tell them I can’ 
ring. 

No wonder he’s got dough—lived 


I suppose the gang will touch me 


Will those bookers be surprised w 
act? 


We got along much better than a 
Buying her meals and paying for 


I better try to sell those lots, 
I'd like to lay off for about two 
another unit. 





I better wire my agent and see what he’s got to follow this. 
Next time I go out on one of these things I'll save some dough. 
Who’s a good man to write new jokes? 

Sure some awful punks with this unit. 

I better get some new street clothes for New York, 

If not for the railroad fares I'd had money, 


We must brush up on our dance routines. 
Look at that guy showing off bec 


ause he knows where he goes next 


Orleans. 


May as well talk to everybody, it’s the last week. 
What- I'll tell the gang about him. 


I'll never go out on another one of these breakaways. 

Now I can show them I can do some talk. 

I hate to leave the kid, but the season is closed. 

I wonder will that guy use my gags when he leaves here. 
I'm sorry we didn’t save those notices in Seattle. 

I suppose we'll have to have some more pictures made. 

We better send the commission to che agent. 

Boy, if I could only land a show when I get in. 

May as well start writing home, maybe I'll have to live there. 
I hope this bunch don’t look me up this summer. | 
What that cat will tell my husband if she ever meets him. 
These costumes are shot, we gotta get new ones. 

I wonder will that leader tell Doakes that I did his gags? 


and outside of the Palace building 
t pay any more installments on the 


in joints on the whole trip. 


I won't wear my good clothes 'till we get in town. 
I'll be glad to get back to New York. 


to death thinking I got a bankroll. 


Where are we going to live in New York? 
I gotta cut out drinking for a couple of weeks. 


hen they see I got a clarinet in the 


Now I'll have a chance to play bridge with someone that knows how. 
We'll be glad to see the kids again. 
This wouldn’t have been a bad unit if not for her and him, 


lot of other units. 
taxis cut my bankroll down plenty. 


If not for Christmas I'd been away ahead. 


weeks and go right out again on 








Acts Hurting Selves and Vaude by , 
Cut-Rating for Coffee-And Agents 
In Middle West—Fall for Chiselers 





+ 
‘ ine ‘ 9° 
Rumble Seat Route Chicago, Jan. 25. 
Chicago's new racket bureau, 
comprised of chiseling agents with 
| Los Angeles, Jan. 26, a pencil in one hand and a knife in 
i ' } 7 4 1 . . . 1 
} mambassy trio hoke act, the other, is giving the vaude situa- 
booked by Bern Bernard on tion here the boots. What chances, 
his local four acts that play ind they're admittedly righter 
San Francisco, Oakland and now than ever before, vaude has 
here, ive Tuesday to open in around here are being ruined by a 
Mrisco on | 1a} hungry agent clan The actor, as 
rrio. W i h hike their usual, is in the middle 
wa north, Mr. Actor is helping to keep cone 











'BOOKERS TURN DOWN 
KILLER’S GIRL FRIEND, 


All New York stage booking of- 
fices, including Columbia burlesque, 
last week declined to consider the 
late ‘Two-Gun’ Crowley's girl friend, 
Helen Walsh, as a attrac- 
tion. 

Miss Walsh was offered for book- 
ings the morning after the Crowley 
execution at Sing Sing. Jimmy 
O'Neal submitted the girl. 


theatre 


Oriental’s Mistress 


Chicago, Jan. 25. 

First mistress of ceremonies for 
the B. & K. Oriental is Janet Reade 
who comes in as gal interlocutor on 
Jan. 29. 

Miss Reade showed in town last 
week with the Eddie Cantor-George 
Jessel bill. 


Melton at Par When 
Bing Crosby Winds Up 


James Melton, NBC tenor, will 
follow Bing Crosby, CBS baritone, 
into the Paramount, New York, 
when the latter’s contract expires. 

Crosby’s contract with Publix has 
eight more weeks to go. He re- 
ceived a 10-week renewal two weeks 
ago. 








Six Acts for Albee 


Providence, Jan. 

RKO Albee changed from straight 
pictures to vaudfilm pclicy Satur- 
day (23). Variety bills have been 
absent from house almost two years 
since it was purchased by RKO 
from the late Edward F. Albee. 

J. William Deubach, manager of 
the theatre, said Albee will play six 
acts of vaudeville and pictures. 
Fays, the other variety house here, 
is playing five acts, 


2 Chorus Girls Hurt 


Dallas, Jan. 25. 


on 
av. 





Katherine Whitmore, 21, and 
Marion Barclay, 22, line girls in 


I. & M. ‘Art Gallery’ unit, recoup- 
ing from several broken ribs sus- 
tained when hit by car on down- 
town intersection. 

Negro driver of car charged with 
negligent collision, 

House-Minevitch Settle 

A settlemer.t will »e made with 
Borrah Minevitch on a basis of 
shows done at the St. George the- 
atre, St. George, S. IL, taking into 
consideration the entire matinee 
missed, which led to the act’s can- 
cellation by Sol Brill, operator of 
the house, 





CALLOWAY’S COUSIN 


Another member of the Calloway 
clan to try a ride on Cab’s wave is 
Jean Calloway. She’s a first cousin 
and Bob London is handling her 
band act for vaudeville. 

Cab’s sister, Blanche, is also 
ing a band turn and playing 
RKO. 





do- 
for 


Daphne Replaces Belle 

Belle Baker was taken out of the 
86th Street show Friday (22), a day 
ahead of opening. She complained 
of feeling ill during the second half 
engagement ct the Coliseum last 
week. 

Daphne Pollard was substituted. 





Roehm, Richards Part 
Harry Richards and Jerry Hitch- 
cock have joined the casting staff 
of the Max Hart agency. 
The Roehm & Richards agency | 
continues under the direction of | 





Will Roehm 


ditions the way they are through 
allowing himself to be undersold by 
coffee-and-cake hustlers, whose 
motives are usually anything “but 
altruistic as far as the actor or the 
business is concerned. There are 
agents around town booking any- 
thing from a humpty dumpty toa 
shooting gallery, obtaining acts for 
as low as $5 single and $10 double, 
Some acts accepting this kind of 
money later ask 10 times or more as 
much for a standard date from the 
regular booking office. 

Actors apparently don’t realize 
that their cut salary is no secret 
and that other houses know about 
it. Managers balk at what they 
term being held up for more money 
from an act that either played for 
them before or around the corner 
for much less. Nothing the stand- 
ard booking offices can do about 
the situation. Talking to actors 
has done no good. Performers view 
their compromising positions from 
a peculiar angle. In holding out 
for bigger salaries in circuit offices, 
their claim is that taking the same 
kind of a cut there as with the 
indie bookers would set a precedent 
away from their standard salaries, 

Argument from the penny ante 
agents is that the actor himself is 
responsible by being willing to work 
for almost nothing. Also that one 
or two of the boys eliminating the 
practice would not help any, as 
there are enough chiselers around 
only too willing to do the same 
thing. It’s dog eat dog and the 
actor making a chump of himself. 

If vaude is expected to make any 
kind of a comeback around this ter- 
ritory it’s the concensus of opinion 
among showmen, who have studied 
the situation, that it’s up to the 
actors, They're only making it 
tough on themselves. 


F&M’s 10,000th 


Hollywood, Jan. 25, 

Fanchon & Marco has dubbed 
Dene Miles its 10,000 Sunkist 
Beauty and is plugging the girl as 
such, 

Girl, 18, came from a dancing 
school. She is getting her first regu- 
lar professional job in F. & M. unit 
opening at the Chinese with ‘Mata 
Hari’ (Metro) Jan. 28, 











Haley’s 2 Wks. in St. L. 


25. 


St. Louis, Jan. 


Jack Haley reopens an engage- 
ment here Friday (29) at the Fox 


where he will probably remain two 
weeks. It’s understood Haley is 
receiving $3,500 weekly, an increase 
of $750 over his previous run stay 
here as m.c, at the Publix-Skouras 
Ambassador. 

Following the local date Haley 
will play the RKO Palace, New 
York, 





Hal Jerome Stricken 
Cleveland, Jan. 25. 

Hal Jerome was removed to Char- 
ity hospital Jan. 20 in the midst of 
an engagement with his partner and 
wife, Gloria Gray, at the RKO Pale 
ace here. He is suffering from in- 
testinal influenza and acute sinus 
trouble. 

They have canceled their RKO 
route, with Jerome intending to 
leave for his home in California to 
recuperate when suffliciently recov- 
ered to quit the hospital, 





CALLED TO COAST 


Recalled to Radio’s coast studio 
to do a picture, setting back her 
proposed RKO vaude tour, Mitzi 
Green now opens at St. Louis Feb. 





6. Only other date arranged thus 
far is Milwaukee Feb. 13. 
Miss Grgen is working without 


her parents, Keno and Green, as in 


the past. 
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S THE COCKEYED' 
Topping EVERYTHING for SPE 


High, wide and — some, it goes tearing across the screen “\. 
_ athe wildest melange of comedy and thrills imaginable/ 2 


HOWARD HUGHES | 


HIMSELF ADMITS IT'S GREATER THAN HELLS ANGELS: 
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-with SPENCER TRACY 
William Boyd « Ann Dvorak 
George: Cooper * Nola D'Avril Bon. 





Directed b 


EDWARD SUTHERLAND 


> oe 


ph Moncure March, Jimmy Starr, Carroll 


. all 


VWuy 


‘who directed “Palmy Days”, “Behind the — => . 
Front” and “We're in the Nevy Now ) eos /. | — Dialogue by Robert Benchley, Joseph 


and Garrett Graham - 
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RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 77 
(Week Jan. 30) Toledo, Ohio 


THE ORANTOS 


“Heads Up” 
Worid's-Only-Double-Perch-Act 
(Direction of Jack Weiner) 


MARTHA MORTON 
The Darling of the 4 Mortons 
and EDDIE PARKS 


The Slick Soap Salesman 
(Direction of Thos. J. Fitzpatrick) 


An Artistic Idea From Paris 


“LIVING JEWELRY” 


with HOOVER and CAMP 
Evelyn Singer and 
Stanley Simmons 
(Direction of Chas. Morrison) ial 


DON 
ZELAYA 


The Philosophical Pianist 


(Direction of Weber-Simon) 

















GLOR 


Ste 


RKO VAUDEVILLE 
Gan. 30) Syracuse, New York 


INTACT 82 


Y E. LEE 


and 
HARRIS TWINS 
TWO JACKS AND A QUEEN OF PEP 
(Direction of Sam Shannon) 





OLIVER 


Europe's Gift to America 
with MARGOT CRANGLE 
(Direction of Phil Offin) 





CASS, MA 
“On the 


(Direction 


of Sam 


CK and OWEN 
Up and Up” 


Tishman) 





K 
HAL 


Tells You A 


(Direction 


AN 
PERIN 


bout Women Here, 


There and Everywhere 


Jack Weiner) 


of 
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RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 76 
(Week Jan. 30) RKO, Milwaukee, Wis. 


VERNON RATHBURN 
“The Prince oJ Rhythm” 
AND HIS SAX-0-TETTE 

(Dir. Harry Ward—Max Gordon) _ 


EDITH BOW 


With Her “MAN TROUBLE” 
Songs by Jean Paurel 
(Direction of Lee Stewart) 


THE DANCING ADAMS 


“Tripping the Gay Fantastic” 
(Direction of Harry Fitzgerald) 














DOCTOR 


ROCKWELL 


MAKER OF FINE CIGAR ASHES 
SINCE 1889 


(Direction of Harry Fitzgerald) 





RKO VAUDE 
(Jan. 30) RKO 





Dance 
Princess 


Benny's 
sé R Ee D ” 
The Cay 





MYRL 
RAY 


ANN ROT 


* JOY FINLEY fh ‘Rnytam 
MARY DUNCKLEY _ 
WALTER (Mouse) POWELL 


VILLE INTACT 8l 
7 Rochester, New York 


= Songland’s Pep 
Representative 


Bad Boy and 


PEPPER 


enne Comedian 


The Three Playboys 


DENNY LYNCH 


ALDERMAN 
EHRHART 


The Ultimate in Harmony 








Personal M 
(Dir. Bill McC 


BENNY 


ROFF 


and His Famous Orchestra 


gr. George Woods 
affery-Leo Fitzgerald) 











ah 














RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 75 
(Week Jan. 30), RKO, Minneapolis, Minff. 





HAZEL MANGEAN’S GIRLS 


with ADELITA TATALI 
4 SPEEDS—AND NO BRAKES 
(Dir. of John Hickey-Jack Curtis) 


HOWARD--FINE--HOWARD 


“THE THREE LOST SOLES” 











with 
JACK WALSH 
(Direction of Blondel} & Mack) — 
THE DECEITFUL ENTERTAINER 


FRED KEATING 


In Spite of 


“The Great Alexander” 


(Dir. Chas. H. Allen—M. S. Bentham) 


ADELAIDE 
HALL 


‘The Crooning Blackbird’ 


(Direction of Weber-Simon) 





(Week Jan. 30) | 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 80 


05th St., Cleveland, Ohio 





“A Musical 
from 


EBONY FOLLIES 


Comedy Romance 
Alabam’ ” 


(Direction of Harry A. Romm) | 





with 


(Direction 


WILL and GLADYS AHERN 


Brother Den 


“Arizona’s Fun Spinners” 


of Milton Lewis) 





Vaudev 


HEALY 


“The Stage Salesmen 
(Direction of Charles H. Allen) 


ille’s Popular 
and CROSS 
in 


of Songs” 





“Hot Water’ 


ARTHURand MORTON 
HAVEL. 


"By H. C. Greene 


With Helen Lockhart, Denise Dooley 
and Bud Williamson 


(Dir. ‘Jess Freeman—Chas. Morrison) 








| 














RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 74 
(Week Jan. 30) RKO, St. Paul, Minn. 


BOB STICKNEY 


With LILLIAN AYLIN 
in “UP A TREE” 
(Direction of Harry Fitzgerald) 


MAKER and REDFORD 
“The Ear Bender” 


(Direction of Jack Curtis) 


THE WORLD FAMOUS 


SINGER’S 
MIDGETS 
OF 1932 


(Direction of Weeden-Schultz) 











(Week Jan. 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 79 


30) Columbus, Ohio 





THE 
A Th 


AVALONS 


rill a Second 


(Dir. of Billy Jackson & Jeff Davis) 





HAL 


(Dir. of John 


“The Vagabond Rover” 


Hickey-Jack Curtis) 





“Wa 


DONATELLA BROTHERS 


and CARMEN 


in 
it and See” 


(Dir. of Jeff Davis & Billy Jackson) 





CLAR 
ORVAL 


“He Doesn’t 


(Dir, 


A BARRY 


AND 


WHITLEGE 


Know the Music and 


She Doesn’t Know the Words” 
of Thomas J. Fitzpatrick) 








RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 173 
(Week Jan. 23), RKO, St. Paul, Minn. 


FORTUNELLO and CIRILLINO 
“The Happy Hooligans” 


(Direction of Weber-Simon) 


HOPE VERNON 


. “Singer of Romance” 
(Direction of Jack Weiner) 


Meet 
MARTY MAY 


Friend of Thousands, Annoyed by 


Jean Carroll 
(Direction of Chas. Morrison) 


ANATOLE FRIEDLAND’S 


“SHOW BOAT” 


with 


Marty May 


Jean Carroll and a supporting cast, 
composed of a ehipload of Anatole’s 
Beautiful Sailorettes 

(Direction of Chas. Morrison) 




















RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 78 
(Week Jan. 30) Dayton, Ohio 





(Direction 


CHAPPELLE - CARLTON 


“On the Stairway” 


of Marty Forkins) 





KRUGEL— ROBLES 


in 
‘DRUNK AGAIN’ 
(Direction of O. L. Oz—Morris & Oz) 





The South 
With Sul 


DON RUIZ and BONITA 


American Dancers 
tana and Vivera 


Marie Patri—At the Piano 
(Direction of Harry A. Romm) 


| that all 
| tributed 


Radio’s Best Names 





(Continued from page'1) 


man (band), Seth Parker, Ted 
Husing, Phil Cook and Anthony 
Woens. 


The 13 whose status is adjudged 
as having declined below their pre- 
vious national rating, or to have 
backed out of the coast to coast 
picture altogether, were Little Jack 
Little, Floyd Gibbons, Henry Bur- 
big, Vaughn DeLeath, Jessica Dra- 
gonette, Olive Palmer, Paul Oliver, 
Gladys Rice, Happiness Boys (Jones 


and Hare), Graham McNamee, 
Breen and DeRose, Vincent Lopez 
(vand), B. A. Tolfe, A. & P. Gypsies 
(Harry Horlick orchestra). 
General Prominence 
Grading of 193l’c new stars is 
motivated by the prominence they 
reached during that year and for| 
| the position they have created for |} 
themselves wherever radio talent is 
discussed, rather than by sectional 
standings and popularity. These 


a.e known as new radio names all 
over, not just here and there; many 
are known by name where they 
have not even been heard as broad- 
casters, through imitations and the 
type of exploitation any celebrity 
receives outside his own business. 
A glance through the list of the 
11 new radio stars quickly reveals 
but one or two either con- 
to or practiced on radio 
some new type of ether entertain- 
ment, and these made the grade be- 
cause they departed so successfully 


|from the beaten path of radio en- 


tertaining as well as for any other 


; reason. 


Classified, they comprise four vo- 
calists, three orchestras, two talk- 


ers, one sustained interest dialog 
skit, and one comedy and song 
team. The numbers also indicate 


again that vocal aud instrumental 
work are the easiest mediums for 
radio artists. 

Of the singers, the Boswell Sis- 
ters and Mills Bros. each contrib- 
uted a new style of harmony; 
Crosby and Columbo were tops in 
a new school of popular male vo- 
calizing, the baritone croon that is 
battling with the Rudy Valee meth- 


od of higher pitched megging on 
radio’s top perch. 
Of the orchestras, Bernie, Lom- 


bardo and Calloway each is distinct 
from the other. Bernie’s national 
foundation is the breezy chatter and 
announcements with which he paces 
his music and one of radio’s most 
popular senses of humor. Lombardo 
is liked for soft arrangements and 
Calloway for the Harlemesque 
brand of rhythm and the eccentric 
shouting of the leader. Lombardo 
and Bernie both were localized 
(Chicago) favs on the air prior to 
1931, after which they grew na- 
tionally on the networks. 

For the speakers, Eddie Cantor 
adhered to his stage style of gags 


remains a chatter and gossip repor- 
ter, only talking. The one comedy 
and song team, ‘Sisters of the Skil- 
let,’ are Ralph East and Ed Dumke, 
former yaudevillians, also emanat- 
ing from Chicago. 

Of the nine stars who managed 
in 1931 to retain the places they 
had previously gained, several 
slipped considerably but not enough 
to quite fall out of the star class. 
Declines were registered by Amos 





mixed with songs, whiJe Winchell | 





TAFT HOTEL 


208-210 So. 8th Street 
PHILADELPHIA, PA, 
Subway connection to all theatres 
110 rooms newly remodelled 
Rates positively lowest in Phila. 


Double (with bath)... .$12.00 
Three in room....... -- 15.00 








BOBBY MAY 


“Doing Something New” 
With JOE HOLMES 


Edw. 8. Keller ouR-K-O 














BERT-JONAS-BILLY DIAMOND 
INDEPENDENT—RKO 


SIX FRANKLINS 


FEATURING 
ARMENTO 
WORLD'S FASTEST ACROBAT 














LI 


The Colonel 








FRANK 


of American Nuts 


with Myrtle Lansing 
(Personal Megr., Jesse H. Martin) 





JIMMY MYRTLE 


CONLIN and GLASS 


Enroute RKO 


Direction, TOM. J. FITZPATRICK 


Palace Theatre Bldg., 
New York City 











’'N’ Andy, Rudy Valee and Phil 
Cook. If these did not actually lose 
ground, they failed to gain any. 

The »iggest ground gained in the 
vet class was Kate Smith, currently 
regarded as the best stage draw 
among radio names who double. 
Morton Downey wasn't far behind. 
Ted Husing and Tony Wons stood 
far above their fellow announcers, 
Husing mostly through sporting 
events and Wons as an ether poet 
and commercial spieler. Wons con- 
tributed a new note to commercial 
announcing and made progress on 
the same program with Downey, be- 
sides his own broadcast in the a.m. 

Sectional Favorites 

A large group of broadcasters in 
1931 
respective 





favorites in their 
sections and indicated 
national popularity may be 
year or next. Of this faction 
standout act probably is Gene 
jand Glenn, of the Ohio distri 
isome network § standing. 
network. promise and some 
failed to reach national stardom, but 
held their limited audience intact 
throughout the year. 

Besides Gene and Glenn, those in 
the above combined groups include 
Stoopnagle and Bud (F, Chase Tay- 
lor and Bud Hulick), Jack Denny 
orchestra, Raising Junior (Pete ana 
Alene Dixon), Alice Joy (Frances 
Holcombe), Marion Harris, 


became big 
grained 
i this 
the 
t, and 
Others 


showed 


Tes; 


Gardell (Aunt Jemima), Real Folks 
Myrt and Marge, Arthur Jarrett, 
‘Street Singer’ (Arthur Tracey), 


Ann Leaf, Reis and Dunn, Abe Ly- 
man orchestra, George Olsen or- 
chestra, Kathryn Parsons, Lowell 
Thomas, Ray Perkins, Jolly Bill and 
Jane, Baby Rose Marie, Duke El- 
lington orchestra, Ferde Grofe or- 
chestra, Mildred Batley, Julia San- 
derson and Frank Crumit, James 
Melton, Claire, Lou and Em. 








USING SOME UNITS AS 
BASIS FOR N. Y. BILLS 


Whenever an intact show which 
has been getting good reports along 
the RKO lines comes off the road, 
they may be used as the nucleus 
of five or six act bill in some of 
the New York houses. Under regu. 





lar policy these houses are spot 
booked, 

The intact, including Stuart an 
Lash, John Steel, George Tapps 
Revue and an afterpiece. ‘Harle. 
mania,’ is the first to be moved as 
it stands into a few New York 
spots. Unit was placed in the 86th 
Street on arrival back east and 
into the Albee, Brooklyn, last wee 
with additional time probably to 
follow. It does not set a preced 
with all intacts, however. 

For the 86th and Albee dates a 
couple of extra acts were added, 
in keeping with the number called 


for by house policy. 








SPECIAL OFFER 


for a Limited Time 


FINE ORIGINAL PHOTOGRAPHS 
With tdeas far Publicity and Lobby Use 
Size 


200 sic $50-00 


Glossy or Dull Finish 





212 West 48th St. 
NEW YORK 


Tel. CHickering 4-3960 
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Presents 





Congratulates 


BALABAN & KATZ 


on Their 15th Anniversary 


While He (Perkins) 
Is Celebrating HIS 


FIRST ANNIVERSARY 
WITH R-K-0 


P.S.—He is booked solid... 


and as usual. . .supplement- 
ing the entire show. ..with 


RUTH PETTY 
The THREE NEAL SISTERS 


and Richard Montgomery 


Of. 
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Burlesk Wheel 
Shows All Out 
Of Midwest 


Chicago, Jan. 25, 
Columbia wheel is entirely out of 
the midwest and Chicago, the final 
Herk’s Star 


here, 


drop-out being I. H. 


and Garter theatre which re- 
verted to stock policy Saturday (23). 
Switch to stock was immediately 
necessitated by the elimination of 
the wheel shows from Toledo, from 
where the companies used to jump 
into this town. With the Empire, 
Toledo, now off the route, it’s fig- 
ured too expensive to hop showsall 





the way from Cleveland or Pitts- 
burgh, 

Entire route of the Columbia 
wheel is now confined to the east, 
with Cleveland as its most west- 
ernly point. 

Gayety, Detroit, also formerly on 
the circuit, is switching to stock, 

Shows at the Star and Garter are 
being produced by Jimmie Francis, 
handling the book, and Chuck Greg- 
ory for the numbers. 





Trying 5 Acts 


Columbus, Jan. 25. 

Five acts supplanted the usual 
four at the RKO Palace, Saturday 
(23), when the untt show made its 
entry into the house after four 
months of top-scale vaude. Move- 
ment is understood to be in nature 
of a test. Prior to recent vaude 
comeback house always three- 
fourths empty but biz infrequently 


top-hole even with four good acts. 
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BOOKING AGENCY 
General &xecutive Offices 


LOEW BUILDING 
ANNE X 


iGO WEST 46"ST- 
="yont 9-7800 NEW YORK CITY 








J. H. LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 


TT 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 


BOOKING MANAGER 
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Loew 

















1564 Broadway 
NEW YORK CITY 








BOOKED SOLID R-K-O 
REPRESENTATIVES 


EUROPEAN 


R-K-O 
JACK CURTIS LARTIGUE & FISCHER AL GROSSMAN 


39 Avenue des Champs Elysees 
PARIS 


«7% 


se 
\. 


LOEW-INDEPENDEN1 


160 West 46th St. 
NEW YORK CITY 





| wfiter, 


Hollywood 


(Continued from page 6) 


all studios have had writers at work, 
failed to jell, and scribbers have 
been taken off the job of trying to 
romance the contests. 





Eight shorts remaining on the 
Roach program of 40 will be fin- 
ished by April 1, with Laurel and 
Hardy then doing another feature, 
directed by one of the Roach meg- 
gers. 


Tattle Cycle 
‘The Broadway Columnist,’ story 
by Warren Keefe and Edward Sew- 


ard, is being considered by Uni- 
versal and Warners as a story for 
the looming group of columnist 


pictures, 

Kandel, New York fiction 
arrived here to fulfill his 
Metro contract. 


Aben 





U Wants Brook 

Universal seeking Clive Brook to 
play opposite Tala Birell in ‘Mar- 
riage Interlude’ if he can be bor- 
rowed from Paramount. Miss Birell 
will double between ‘Interlude’ and 
the American remake of ‘Mountains 
in Flame.’ 


Lasky, Jr., Censor 








Jesse L. Lasky, Jr., who was in} 
the Paramount writing dept. last 
summer, is now the studio’s cen- 
sorship editor. 


Judgment for $1,100 back commis- 
sions given Edward Small agency 
against Le Roy Prinz, dance stager, 
now in Philadelphia, 


—_- 


Segregating Marxes 
Arriving with 15 relations and 
four authors, the Four Marx Bros. 
are quartered in a separate section 
of the writers’ annex, so as not to 
disturb anyone else, working on 
‘Horse Feathers,’ their next film. 
Mob of salesmen for everything is 

trying to contact the comics. 





Half a dozen indie companies now 
working at Universal, with Charles 
Rogers expected to return for his 
Radio releases. Others due are M. 


H. Hoffman, Harold Lloyd, Morris 
Schenck and Ray Coffman, 
New Indie 
Newly organized Adventure Pic- 
tures will make indie features. 
Headed by J. G. Hawks, Reginald 


Barker, Charles Stallings and Percy 
Hilburn., 





Wage claims totaling $1,500 
brought by 27 employees of Jack 
Johnson’s Show Boat club. Spot has 
been reopened with Sunny Clay’s 
orchestra and a show staged by 
Mildred Washington, 


Chimps in Vaude 
Charles Lewis’ troupe of chim- 
panzees, which made the Tiffany 
shorts, booked for the San Francis- 
co, Oakland, and local RKO houses, 
beginning Jan. 29. 





Three lots have put $60,000 into 
construction work in the last few 
weeks. Educational’s new cutting 
rooms went 25 g’s. Fox has spent 
about the same amount in altera- 
tions at Movietone City, and Sen- 
nett has gone for $10,000 in improve- 
ments. 


Mitzi’s Route 
With her route rearranged, Mitzi 
yreen leaves here Feb. 1 to open 
four days later for RKO at St. Louis. 
Cincinnati, Chicago, Cleveland, De- 
troit, Youngstown, Akron and New- 
ark follow. 





Nat Levine switches from Tec- 
Art to Sennett’s for his next and 
last serial for Mascot, ‘Shadow of 
the Eagle.” John Wayne, Marian 
Seegar, Richard Tucker, Kenneth 
Harlan, Dot Darcy, Pat O'Malley, 
Little Billy, Ivan Linow, Wilfred 
Lucas and Jas. Bradbury, Jr., cast. 
Ford Beebe directing. 
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May Martin Gets 6 Mos, as ‘Lesson, 
Mor. Freed in Buffalo Strip Case 


Buffalo, Jan. 25, 

conviction of May 
Martin, known to burlesque as ‘She, 
the Radium Queen,’ appearing at 
the Palace this week, climaxed a 
competitive stripping battle which 





against Abe Berk, manager of the 
production, was deferred pending 
submission of briefs. In denying 
pleas of leniency for the woman, 
Judge Keeler stated, ‘By her own 
admission this woman’s act was a 
moral pestilence. Such things can- 


Arrest and 


has be rare re ¥ . ze yen: . . 

was “aoe ¥ sr here for several | not be in Buffalo. I want this case 
mont is past etween the Gayety to serve as a lesson.’ 
(Columbia) and the Palace (Inde- 


4 Mos. Enough 





pendent). Each house 
to outstrip the other, 


is attempting 
with both in- 


vestigated repeatedly by the local Reading, Pa., Jan. 25 
police. Gayety reported to have Orpheum, burlesque, closed its 
fallen out with the Deputy Police 


season this week, after an unsatis-~ 


Commissioner a factory four-months’ try. 


fortnight ago after 


protests were made against nude Manager William O. Heckman has 
¢ . = i nitdea ‘ veel yj i 
and se mi-nude dances. been instructed by Wilmer & Vin- 
Police protests came to a head cent, lessees, to transfer all road 
with the arrest of the Martin girl, | shows booked, not burlesque, to the 


who was found guilty in City Court 
of participating in an improper per- 
formance and _ sentenced to. six 
months in the penitentiary. ‘She’ 
gave her age as 29, residence as 
Cleveland and stated she was mar- 
ried and the mother of two chil- 
aren. 

Carlton (Bud) 
of the show, was upon 
an explanation that he was unaware 
of the full nature of Mrs. Martin’s 
dance. Disposition of charges 


nearby Rajah, a larger and more 


modern house. 





~ VAUDEVILLE HEADQUARTERS | 
New C Hotel 
an ‘Nwortlandt 
142 West 49th St. at B’way 
$1.50 e *10 


wp—Daily ep— Weekly 
New York City 


Purcell, 
discharged 


producer 














THE GREAT 


WORLD’S MASTER 
MAGICIAN 


WITH HIS COMPANY OF 


MIRACLE WORKERS 


FEATURING 


The VANISHING ELEPHANT 


JUST FINISHED LOEW’S PRESENTATION ROUTE— 
BREAKING RECORDS EVERYWHERE 


(lf You Don’t Believe It, Ask the Managers) 


THIS WEEK, JAN. 23, 
LOEW'S STATE, NEW YORK 











PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS 


29 West 46th Street 


NEAR 5TH AVE., NEW YORK CITY 
TELEPHONE: BRYANT 98-2525 


PAUL TAUSIG & SON 


Times Square Travel Bureau 


Oldest Steamship Ticket Agency Catering 
To the Theatrical Profession 


























PAUL WHITEMAN 


PRESENTS 


ARLENE ano NORMAN SELBY 


THE INIMITABLE DANCE CREATORS 


NOW APPEARING WITH PAUL WHITEMAN—RKO PALACE, CHICAGO 
Personal Direction BILL PARENT, 140 North Dearborn Street, Chicago 
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ROXY, N. Y. 


New York, Jan. 22. 
After trying a lot of names and 
paying large salaries, the Roxy has 
finally located a specialty headliner 
who can sock in this large house. 
Morton Downey, latest of the Roxy’s 
series of heavy money stage names, 
is the hub for the current bill at 
$4,000, single. He's the only person 
on the stage alone for more than a 
second this week, with the rest of 
the show composed of the usual 
colorful mass Roxy entertainment, 

the Fred Waring band’s pit present 





PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


New York, Jan. 23. 
‘Cinderella Blues’ current with the 
Boswell Sisters in second week of 
their engagement and Bing Crosby 
the stage features. On the screen 
is ‘No One Man’ (Par). It all looks 
like merely another week. 


On the stage end the Cinderella 
theme is carried out, wedding n’all, 
with the choristers in white satin 
before a throne room set into which 
strolls the Crosby arrayed in grey 
trousers, blue coat and shirt, red 
tie and a stiff straw hat. You fig- 
ure it out if it's Crosby or the other 
half of Laurel and Hardy. 





ment, a Mickey Mouse cartoon and} 
a Fox talker, ‘Charlie Chan Carries | 
On.’ 


| 
There is seldom any falling down | 
by the production end or house bal- | 


let staff here. The bad weeks are} 
generally attributable to a stage 
name’s flop or a back-flip by the 


screen subject. Currently the stage 
name hands strongly, and the pic- 
ture satisfies, which should give the 
Roxy a pleasant turnover on merit 
this week. 


A medley of gypsy and Hungarian 
melodies is the Waring pitmen’'s 
opener. A late pop is worked up as 
accompaniment for Evalyn Nair, 
who dances alone on the pneumati- 
cally raised stage in back of the 
band stand. Her warm and very 
shaky eccentric cooch, preceded by 
a starting semi-strip, would be all 
right if properly spotted, but the 
solo spot to the rear of this large 
and imposing bunch of musicians is 
too heavy for Miss Nair to carry. 
The skimpiness of this item is fur- 
ther magnified later on when the 
house ballet and then the Roxyeites 


take over the same rostrum for 
some real maneuvers. 
Stage production is -split and 


billed in five sections—‘Painting.’ 
‘Sculpture,’ ‘Dance,’ ‘Music,’ and 
‘Architecture’—all under the head- 
ing of ‘Beaux Arts.’ The opener 
(Painting), in which a framed pic- 
ture comes to life in the customary 
manner, is the most sightly of this 
week’s numbers. The ballet line, 
wearing a lot less than usual, niftily 
builds up Patricia Bowman and Ar- 
@sfir Mahoney’s double. Mahoney's 
name doesn’t blend with his adopted 
style of terping, but he’s different. 
In the same number Hilda Eckler, 
Betty Bannister and Margaret 
Sande of the ballet corps do the in- 
troductory honors in commendable 
fashion. 

Sculpture’s official Roxy repre- 
sentative, the Romas Bros., work 
before the drapes in what corre- 
sponds to ‘one’ on a vaudeville 
stage. Dolled up in gilt paint, all 
over, the vet equilibrists slow mo- 
tion their way through a rhythmic 
routine of balancing and easily fill 
their spot. The theatre’s superb 
lighting system gives them plenty 
of help. 

The Roxyettes have their own 
spot alsc for a novelty precision 
routine that starts out as an old- 
fashioned in hoop skirts and winds 
up on a buck and wing in shorts. 
The evolution is accomplished with 
two on-stage changes, both strips. 
Any more stripping in this show 
would have provoked the Minskys 
into squawking opposish. But Dow- 
ney, who followed, kept all his 
clothes on. 


They didn’t give Downey much in 
a production way, but he probably 
didn’t need it. Before a painted 
drop that’s modernistic, futuristic 
or just a scenic artist’s bad dream, 
Downey does his singing with the 
microphone between himself and 
the audience. The amplification 
system added power to his pipes, 
and, although at times giving the 
notes a mechanical ring, this help is 
greatly needed by the radio boy so- 
prano in a theatre of the Roxy’s 
size. 

Downey accomplished what no- 
body else has or has not tried in 
this house—coaxing the audience 
into singing along. They responded 
upon Downey’s request during his 
third number. For the encore Mor- 
ton used his ether theme song and 


The Boswells are harmonizing ef- 
fectively for a trio of songs and 


| serve to introduce theme of the 
presentation lyrically. A hoke 
adagio trio (Lowe, Bernoff and 


Wensley), for comedy, round off be- 
tween which are those hoofing girls, 
the Three Queens. Crosby mikes it 
a couple of times and that about 
washes everything up. It’s a Boris 
Petroff effort and fair enough pic- 
ture house material. However, there 
doesn’t seem any particular reason 
for Crosby’s careless costuming. 
Friday's second show, incidentally, 
held a surprise for the customers 
in an unexpected appearance of 
Paul Lukas, playing the Brooklyn 
Paramount, who came out for a bow 
inasmuch as he’s in the present 
film and also next week’s main | 
attraction. | 
Newsreel is only going four clips, 
with a fine audience razz for some- 
one defining the merits of prohibi- 
tion, and Rubinoff is exaggerating 
his way through a medley of pops 
as an overture. Both the Crawfords 
are at the stage consoles offering a 
Schubert medley developing into a 
tombere hit tune, which may fit the 
organists as providing a more lively 
climax, but will hardly sit well with 
Sigmund because of the similarity 
between the melodies being stressed. 
Business okay Friday mat. Sid. 


CAPITOL, N. Y. 


New York, Jan. 22. 

They must have been confident 
that the feature, ‘The Champ,’ just 
off its legit house exploitation run, 
would hold trade up, for the house 
stager took plenty of chances in de- 
pending upon Benny Davis and his 
kid group, billed as ‘Future Broad- 
way Stars.’ 

Davis has played the house before, 
but he doesn’t belong in this mam- 
moth deluxer. Perhaps for a mod- 
erately-sized house with a moder- 
ately-fastidious clientele his offering 
might suffice, but this spot calls for 
something more solid in entertain- 
ment than Davis, his reputation as 
a lyric writer and his gathering of 
young specialists. 

For one thing the Capitol patron- 
age drops in with the reasonable 
supposition that they’re going to get 
something genuine in the way of 
stage program, while everything 
Davis does is theatrical and syn- 
thetic, as to his own personality, 
his style of presentation and the 
layout of his turn, which, by the 
way, runs to 34 minutes, which is a 
lot of time for a disciple of Gus Ed- 
wards. At moments the audience 
at the performance caught mani- 
fested a good deal of restlessness, 
mostly inspired by Davis’ strongarm 
efforts to make the audience like his 
youngsters. 

There is no special reason why a 
too energetic m.c. has to force these 
children upon any audience. The 
kids do specialties limited in scope, 
but entirely welcome, and Davis’ 
determination to make them a grand 
success only arouses audience op- 
position. 

Anvhow, the youngsters are spread 
out cafe scene style before a pent- 
house back drop suggestion, with 
the stage band disposed behind 
them on a low platform. }yroup 
numbers 15 or so, but only half that 
number or less actively engage in 
the revel. The program data sup- 
plied to reviewers by the house did 
not identify the personnel, who had 
to depend on Davis’ none-too-clear 





slipped one in for his cigaret mike 
sponsor. He worked fast, sang hard 
and met with more success than his 
big name precedessors at the Roxy. 
The three rising stages are uti- 
lized for the finale (Architecture), 
in which the ballet and Roxyettes 
top their regimental hoofing by 
building a skyscraper effect in front 
of a New York skyline backdrop. 
Although passable, it seemed the 
scenic end could have been even 
more realistic, considering that this 
is the Roxy. Same idea handled 
much better despite limitations in a 
current Broadway cafe floor show. 
Waring’s harmony numbers this 
week are excellent. The femme 
close harmony trio is kept out of 
sight, and the way they blend in 
with the men recaptures the effect 
that Waring first introduced with 


fine results in vaudeville. The or- 
chestra is still shying away from 


too much hot stuff, sticking mostly 
to symphonic arrangements of light 
operettas and past pops. Waring 
should try his own orchestration of 
‘Piccolo Pete’ when he gets the 
chance, to determine how they’li go 
for something like that at the 


cathedral. 
Next week Clark and McCullough 
at another $4,008, Bige. 


introductions. Youngsters are in- 
troduced as a new group, and their 
typical vaudeville flash opens with 
a trim blonde lass doing neat taps 
and identified as Sunny Day of Chi- 
cago. Nice footwork, with intricate 
buck-and-winging, with Davis fore- 
ing encores at the opening and 
throughout. 

Another bally goes for the intro- 
duction of Martha and Jimmy Bell, 
who also do nice buck-and-winging, 
With an acrobatic dance routine by 
the boy following. 

Little Jackie Heller next does two 
songs in a typical radio crooning 
style, doing his own accompanying 
on the guitar. Semi-recitations of 
one verse of a ballad did the boy’s 
specialty no good in this vast audi- 
torium, and Davis’ ballyhoo did him 
less service. 

By way of contrast to a program 
laden to the limit with neophyte 
tappers, the next number is a re- 
turn of Sunny Day, tapping some 
more to the accompaniment of 
Jackie’s crooning. 

Billy Severn is next in the batting 
order and takes a tough spot with 
another session of dancing, this time 
a tap routine mixed with neat back 
somersaults and twisters without 
disturbing the rhythm. A collegiate 





mixed couple here came forward for, 


a comedy dance routine, but this re- 
viewer missed their names alto- 
gether due to the audience becom- 
ing restless at the moment. Davis 
seemed to feel that he wasn’t work- 
ing hard enough, and he gave spe- 
cial strongarm treatment to putting 
this pair over, and succeeded only 
moderately well. 


Martha Ray turned out to be 
change of pace, of sorts, being a 
pretty slim young brunette with an 
agreeable contralto voice admirably 
adapted to ‘River, Stay Away from 
My Door,’ done with boop-a-boo 
incidentals which did more to build 
up Davis’ ussertion that he discov- 
ered Helen Kane than it helped the 
singer. For a finish Davis came 
candidiy down under the spot and 
sang a medley of his own numbers 
of years and years back, bringing 
seattered applause from audience 


members who remembered ‘Margy’ 
and others. 
Overture is a first-class sym- 


phonic arrangement of ‘Rhapsoy in 
Blue,’ with a hot blues to top it off 
and a punchful number for this pro- 
gram item that is so often blah in 
most deluxers, but seldom so at the 
Capitol. 


Standee business at this show 
probably attributable to the pre 
release of “The Champ.’ H-M news- 
reel nicely framed for topical and 
general interest. Rush. 


CHICAGO 


(‘VAGABOND KING’) 
Chicago, Jan. 22. 

Publix-B. & K. again tries a new 
stunt for its stage show. Spurred 
by the results of ‘Girl Crazy,’ in a 
musical tab version which helped 
the deluxe B. & K. spots, the firm 
here is again obviously angling for 
that chance to advertise the bar- 
gain catch-line: ‘A $4.40 Production 
at Our Regular Prices.’ 

That is the way this ‘Vagabond 
King’ show, with Dennis King as 
the feature, is being plugged. Ads 
offer ‘for the first time on the stage 
of a motion picture theatre two 
stirring acts from the outstanding 
operetta success of all time.’ 

B. & K. took extra newspaper 
display space to hurl this at the 
public. In its zealousness to give 
this impression of a regular legit 
show at bargain prices, B. & K. this 


time probably overstepped the 
bounds. 


For the public is not getting a 
legit show here; what it is getting 
are the songs from the production 
and a couple of the cue-lines. There 
is no attempt at either story or 
business. In short, other than the 
songs, the show is no more like the 
‘Vagabond King’ legit musical than 
a regular stage unit. 


Show itself is running very short, 
under the regulation stage show 
time. This production is weaving 
its way through its entire routine, 
which includes a couple of vaude 
turns, in less than 35 minutes. The 
‘Girl Crazy’ version had a large 
number of sets and scenes through 
75 minutes, and was therefore more 
reasonably within the field of legit 
versions. 


Whole thing is of most import- 
ance in demonstrating how anxious 
B. & K. is to cut in on the strength 
of legit shows for their own stages. 
From the simple production cur- 
rent, it wouldn’t be such a tremend- 
ous step to more intricate and elab- 
orate copies of musical hits of for- 
mer years. If, instead of spending 
one week on the show, as with 
‘Vagabond King,’ the production de- 
partment had spent two or three, it 
possibly would have a show that 
could make the tour of B. & K. de- 
luxers and probably Publix spots 
out of town. 

B. & K. has proven it can get these 
legit shows. Has paid a royalty of 
$500 for the rights to reproduce the 
music of this show. 

Show in itself is okay; it suffers 
only when it attempts to live up to 
its billing. As locally produced by 
Will Harris, the production carries 
all the color and costumes of the 
wardrobe. There is much chceral 
work by a large group of singers, 
more than have been on this stage 
in some years. In the vocal end, 
Dennis King naturally had the 
standout position, the other soloists 
being at a heavy disadvantage be- 
cause of the comparison. 

Show is cut into two ‘acts’ arbi- 
trarily, giving the chance to change 
sets and costumes, particularly for 
King. He switched from the vaga- 
bond’s rags to an outfit more fiat- 
tering. First ‘act’ contains the 
‘Only a Rose’ number as its big ses- 
sion, while the second ‘act’ closes 
with the walloping ‘Song of the 


Vagabonds,’ drawing heavy ap- 
plause, 
For the wait between the acts 


were LaSalle and Mack, tumblers, 
who held up that spot solidly, get- 
ting laughs on the comedy falls and 
hand-smacking for their real stunts. 
Opening the second half also filled 
by a regular vaude act, Edna Covey, 
who rang them hard with the bur- 
lesque toe-dance specialty. Miss 
Covey is now on an F. & M. route. 
Feature is ‘Lovers Courageous’ 
(M-G); also five Paramount news 








clips. Gold. 


———— | 








NEWSREELS 


| 





TRANSLUX 


Best all-round program seen at 
either newsreel house in months 
Luxer in addition to the entertain- 
ment is ’way ahead on the news, a 
real effort seemingly having been 
made for this build-up which fully 
reflects the merit. 


Pathe scoops on the Herndon 
wreck, close-ups of the gap being 
photographed as ship was towed 
into New London. Commander and 
two of the gobs furnish the person- 
ality touch. 


Universal scores a beat on the 
Ohio murder case, the slayer, while 
being close-upped, given an eerie 
touch by the talking reporter. De- 


in the capture of the killer of 
six-year-old girl also are 
in this clip. 


Universal also shows first pictures 
of the cafeteria prison system and 
how it works in the Washington 
pen at Monroe. U, as usual, is the 
only reel which evidently deemed 
covering the latest Manhattan com- 
munist demonstration worth while. 


In the class of real novelty for 
the newsreel, Pathe hits par with a 
showdown on the sound tricks used 
by broadcasting studios during the 
enactment of an air melodrama. 
What this will do to radio fans who 
believe their air fables is one thing, 
but right now every audience in the 
Luxer is recording the maximum in 
laughs for this expose. NBC studios 
furnish the locale. 


Like Pathe used a Paramount 
cameraman to score a hit in a nance 
role, it does the same thing now 
with Fox's contact man, Fat Mc- 
Manus. Instead of taking the tiny 
dog show in New York seriously, 
Pathe plays backstage with cam- 
eramen and interviews. McManus 
is shown cooing to a little pup—and 
the laughs are plenty. 

Pathe as well steps ahead of the 
other reels in getting Filipino 
spokesmen together with Roosevelt. 
It has its own cameraman on board 
official army planes dropping food 
to those hungry Arizona Indians. 
Pathe continues along lesser scoop 
trails with first views of the varsity 
taking to Camden’s waters and the 
British fleet steaming out for Atlan- 
tic maneuvers. Cyclone ravages of 
a village in Alabama are also ex- 
clusive with the rooster camera. 
Paramount boasts in a silent title 
of getting first sound pictures of the 
Sistine choir, Rome, in action. Ef- 
fort to get a number of picture 
angles impaired recording values, 
however. 

Obvious plug for tourists to visit 
a Berlin museum is contained in an- 
other Par clip. Goodyear is getting 
much advertising through its blimp, 
there being one also in Los Angeles. 
The clip is a thriller, nevertheless, 
with a lad working on a trapeze 
over the city. 


the 
included 





EMBASSY 


Weak and conventional in news 
coverage, the Embassy would seem 
to be reclining upon past laurels, 
Mayor Walker's speech at the loca] 
Tammany feed closed one of the 
Saturday matinees without murmur 
or a handclap, despite the thunder- 
ing on the screen. Embassy used 
it to lead off. 

Fox-Hearst followed the newasnpa- 
pers in Steve Hamas’ home life. The 
clip is stilted in its handling. Mrs. 
Hamas plays the piano one second 





tectives and police officials who aided 


and her husband is hitting the 
punching bag the next. Too much 
of this back and forth stuff in such 
limited footage. 

Senator Sheppard, the teetotaler, 
is being Bronx cheered in both 
houses. At the late Embassy shows 
the catcalls will probably wail out 
his last utterance that prohibition 
will be as enduring as the Constitu- 
tion. Although he makes the plea 
used every time by anti-prohibition- 
ists a Maryland Senator, following 
Sheppard, is certain of applause. 

Embassy hunted up Senator Wal- 
cott with the hope of getting an ex- 
planation of Hoover’s money plan. 
Walcott does his best, but there 
seems to be too much money in- 
volved and too many complications 
for the speech to mean much to the 
by and large fan. 

Where the Luxer has Alfalfa Biil 
tell how he got his title, the Im- 


bassy is content with letting Bill 
quote Will Rogers. 

Members of the N. Y. Hebrew 
Orphanage getting a lesson in 
wrestling is interesting, the kids 
finally cluttering up the mat with 


an army of legs and arms. 

Fox gets first prints of Gandhi's 
arrival in Bombay, although the 
Embassy several weeks ago and a 
few days after daily papers carried 
the story of Gandhi in jail had a 
tolking reporter bring an old clip 
up to the times. 

‘Stitch’ McCarthy's pinochle con- 
test is a natural for laughs. The 
Eastsiders and Ohioans start the 
game, break, and start again. 

Both theatres also have the first 
woman U. 8S. Senator; snow scenes; 
Florida, and the Akron tying up to 
a ship’s mooring mast. Waly. 





to the reel fans. His observation 
about leap year doesn’t rate a rip- 
ple. Leading off the Luxer pro- 
gram is a clip on the sailing of the 
women delegation for Geneva, which 
was first projected on the screen by 
Pathe. 

An odd clip, full of human inter- 
est, is that offered by Paramount 
on the nine-year-old violinist play- 
ing in a children’s ward in a Chi- 
cago institution. Dark and white 
kiddies compose the audience, and 
their expressions during the render- 
ing of a classic are an interesting 





Judge Lindsey is getting passe 


study to all types of fans. Waly. 


— 





Warners’ Hollywood 


Hollywood, Jan. 21. 

Those Hollywood personages 
who, with the proud disdain of stu- 
dio complacency, wait in the lobby 
until the presentation is over on the 
grounds that a mere stage show is 
unfit for their regal 0.0., were sus- 
tained and comforted in this in- 
stance. It was the screen that 
counted and the stage part was a 
labor to be sidestepped rather than 
embraced. 


True, the stage part on the open- 
ing night was minus Gene Dennis. 
It does after all mean quite a bit to 
see a vaude lay-out with the head- 
liner absent. Miss Dennis, whose 
telepathic marvels have been fre- 
quently reviewed by ‘Variety,’ is a 
favorite and a frequent repeater out 
here. She will help by her presence 
from the second day onward, as her 
absence hurt at the getaway. 


Being a ‘Hollywood opening’ there 
was a goodly delegation of stars in 
their fancy vestments and all the 
usual folderoi of lighis, gendarmes 
and autograph-hunters. The studio 
folks and their next door neighbors, 
the yaps, received the stage portion 
with the alternate degrees of per- 
functory and genuine applause that 
the layout warranted. 

Jesse Stafford’s stage band, 
acutely unrehearsed, was the show’s 
flaw. There were extenuating mo- 
ments but too fleeting and too widely 
spaced to alibi the general uncer- 
tainty of a ragged and amateurish 
performance in which the versatil- 
ity of the bandsmen was badly 
clouded by the totality. 

Of the individual talent Gertrude 
Fisher, a super-acrobat, took tops. 
Curry and Brown, eccentric hoofers 
and good, were liked. Grace Poggi 
wasn’t quite Spanish enough to 


motif outstanding. 
tone and ease of control placed 
Martha Vaughan safely over. Might 
be suggested that the frock she wore 
was too much ingenue, and a gen- 
eral increase in dignity of carriage 
would help this artist. 

Announced as a New York lead- 





ing man, Glen Dale batted out a 


make her dance in that garb and! 
Sweetness of | 





brace of tenor solos. No quarrel as 
to competence, but the vogue of the 
moment favors baritones. 

Vitaphone ‘Old Time Movie Al- 
bum’ was great laugh material for 
the Hollywoodites. Wally Reid, 10 
years dead, drew an ovation. Real 
applause and enthusiasm of the eve- 
ning went to the feature, ‘Union De- 
pot’ (WB) which earned itself a 
shower of roses. Land. 


IMPERIAL, TORONTO 


Toronto, Jan. 22. 
Terpsichorean field day at the 
Imperial this week with Del Chain 
and Lamberti only exceptions. John 
and Harriett Griffith, adagio team, 


on three times, ballet out four 
times and Buster and Brown, 
knockabout tumblers and leg- 
maniacs, in second spot. 

Class presentation went over 


nicely with daintiness in costuming 


and laciness of settings holding 
femme appeal. Del Chain, in post- 
man’s uniform, acts as m GCG 


throughout bill without being ob- 
trusive and keeps up a rapid pat- 
ter of gags, in keeping with a show 
that seems to have been deliber- 
ately aimed at the women trade. 

Lamberti with his xylphone only 
name-draw here and act fairly fa- 
miliar. Still scored, however, with 
Lamberti begging off a third en- 
core. John and Harriett Griffith, 
personable-looking kids, in two 
ballroom numbers and an adagio in 
the finale, went over nicely. Ballet 
works hard with four costume 
changes, but all dances of the semi- 
classical type and eye-filling in 
costumes, setting and lighting. 
Only laft-puller, apart from Lam- 
berti act, is Del Chain in a bur- 
lesque mind-reading bit with Lam- 
berti as stooge, 

In contrast to stage bill, pit band 
departs from usual type of overture 
and offers a hot orchestration of 
St. Louis Blues,’ with Gamble 
Brothers, local radio favorites, of- 
fering a pop-medley in pit. Not 
a man’s show this week but should 
do well in that the femmes have the 
deciding voice in saying what they 
want to see. Feature film is ‘Ladies 
of the Big House’ (Par). McStay. 
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DAPHNE POLLARD (2) 

Comedy ; 
16 Mins.; Two and Three (Special) 
86th St. 

Dapline Pollard’s return to vaude- 
ville after an absence of four years 
should be marked with more suc- 
cess than previously. Besides be- 
ing a capable stage comedienne, she 


now has a film rep. Majority of 
the youngsters who now see her in 
vaudeville won't remember when 
she was last there and will think 
of her as only another film player 
takine to the stage. And maybe 


they'll be surprised. 

Miss Pollard does four numbers 
Her closing number, which was} 
done at this house as an encore, is | 
@® corker. In it Miss Pollard de- 
cries her inability to land a mem- 
ber of the male species. She finally 
spies a copper and after some flirta- 
tious work, starts a rough and tum- 
ble love scene with him. 

Her diminutive size, her ungainly) 
strut when she walks are charac- 
teristic of her. Third song, ‘What 
Have They Got That I Ain't Got?’ 
with Miss Pollard in the hoke garb 
of a bathing beauty entrant, is a 
smart bit, and as rendered registers 
strongly. 

Vaude can use Miss Pollard. 
should ring the bell anywhere. 


She 


HARRIET HOCTOR GIRLS (20) 
Dance Flash; One and Full 

22 Mins. 

Academy 

Harriet Hoctor, probably the class 
ballerina of vaude today, sponsors 
this act in which she doesn’t ap- 
pear. It’s so tastefully staged, so 
exceptionally well costumed and so 
beautifully handled throughout that 
Miss Hoctor must have been per- 
gonally responsible for the whole 
thing. It’s a class layout. 

Sixteen comely and well trained 
gicls in the line. That they double 
(getween regular line routines and 
toe ballet work with equal ease says 
something for their capabilities. 

Boy and girl do a couple of nice 
specialty dance numbers, a girl does 
@ good toe number on her own and 
another warbles. Latter is the weak 
spot, trying two blue numbers with 
none too much = success. Voice 
doesn't quite hold up, though looks 
are there. 

It’s not the work of the people, or 
their material, that count so much 
in this act. It’s the costumes and 
staging. They are all in perfect 
taste. For the closing number the 
three principal girls are costumed 
alike for an effective appearance, 

Kauf. 








EMBASSY BOYS (7) 
Band Flash ‘ 
21 Mins.; Three (Special) 
Jefferson 

This five-piece orchestral combi- 
nation with doubling and specialties 
was formerly known as ‘Melody 
Revue’ and caught less than two 
months ago. It was nabbed in an 
indie break-in house and possibly 
using any name for that date. 


At that time specialty people were 
a male dancer, who is retained, and 
a sister team that isn’t. ‘Variety’ 
reported then that the dancer was 
oke, but the sis twain counted for 
little. In place of the femme brace 
there’s a woman single who’s oke 
in a dance, but n. s. g. with a blues 
number. 


Since caught as ‘Melody Revue,’ 
the act has improved a lot, but, as 
caught here, is much too long. It 
comes near to wear out its welcome, 
some wildly whistling kids down 
here on a Thursday night having 
unnecessarily brought on severa} 
encores, 

Sax member of the quintet band 
doubles for numerous numbers, in- 
cluding an impression of Russ Co- 
lumbo, pretty good. Band's takeoff 
on the Mills Bros. also effective. 

Char. 





SING, HIGH and LOW 
Novelty Songs 

12 Mins.; One 
Jefferson 


Three real Chinamen singing pops 
in English mixed with chatter both 
in English and in Chinese sputter- 
ings, are shrewdly capitalizing the 
comedy innate in vaudeville audi- 
ences arising from the absurdity of 
Gay other nationality, particularly 
Oriental. 

Costuming is smart for the carry- 
ing out of a very good effect. Men 
all wear brightly colored short Chi- 
nese coolie coats, and black trousers 
striped in black satin like the squth- 
ern half of evening clothes. 

Men play their own accompani- 
Ment on string instruments of an 
unusual kind, rhythm coming from 
the strumming of a huge instrument 
half bass fiddle and half oversize 


ANN GREENWAY (2) 


Songs, 
11 Mins.; One, 
86th St. 
In a brief encore speech Miss 
Greenway mentions the current 


vogue for special arrangements of 
popular songs, then proceeds to sing 
one. Miss Greenway is not mis- 
taken about such a vogue, nor is 
she wrong to follow it; but the ‘spe- 
cial arrangement’ she speaks of isn't 
sufficiently special or well-suited. 
And that, and that only, will keep 
Miss Greenway out of the top class 
of vaudeville singing singles. Other- 
wise, that’s where she belongs, 
When the partner of Neville Fiee- 
Ann Greenway learned the 
knack of delivering light comedy 
lyrics in musical story form. And 
she has not lost that knack. But 
what she apparently needs now is 
an Al Siegel for instruction on the 
blues tempo end, for she has the 
voice for that style of singing. Or 
else an arranger who can or will 
arrange with Miss Greenway par- 
ticularly in mind, rather than rou- 
tine a trick set of notes for his own 
amusement, 

Miss Greenway opens with a pop 
that does little else than get her on 
the stage. Her second is equally 
unimportant. A special] that’s remi- 
niscent of the Fleeson construction 
got the singer off for bows and the 
speech upon returning. But the 
ballyhooed arrangement that follows 
doesn’t warrant its encore spot or 
build-up. 

It should be easy for a singer 
with Miss Greenway’s ability and 
experience to do better than just 
get by. But for some added weight, 
Miss Greenway, in a white evening 
gown was the same stunning stage 
woman she has always been. 

Bige. 


son, 





GALLAGHER and SHEAN, Jrs. (3) 
Comedy, Singing, Dancing 

15 Mins.; One (Special) 

Orpheum 

These are the sons of the late 
Ed Gallagher and the surviving Al 
Shean of the old G. and S. team. 
Gallagher’s son is taller than 
Shean's, thus taking after their 
fathers, but aside from the ‘Mr. Gal- 
lagher and Mr. Shean’ number the 
offspring twain do their act on 
merit fails to raise itself above the 
passable. 


The juniors carry an unbilled girl 
who mixes into the talk and also 
into the ‘Mr. Gallagher and Mr. 
Shean’ number for a verse bit with 
a comedy twist. She also kicks out 
a little dancing, and in a double 
with Gallagher does a song and 
blackface bit. In handling the 
blaekface dialect she tops Gal- 
lagher a good ways. What's mostly 
lacking in act is some stronger ma- 
terial. 

Up to the point where the break 
is made for the takeoff on their 
dads’ hit parodies, with the girl 
doing an intro bit on it, the act has 
progressed doubtfully. Ahead of a 
drop similar to that which the 
original Gallagher and Shean used, 
the. boys go into several verses of 
their pops’ patter. Each dresses as 
G. and S. did, and through this 
closing stanza get themselves over 
fairly well, 


Set in No. 2 spot here. Char, 





CARL FREED (6) 

Comedy 

16 Min.; One and Full (Special) 
Palace, Chicago 

Carl Freed has discarded his reg- 
ular big orchestra, retaining his 
eomedy makeup and hokum stooges. 
Present act has its full quota of low 
laughs, garnered from a long list of 
bits which take in musical attempts, 
fake and real magic, femme foiling 
and just ordinary roughhouse, 

Freed precedes his mob to the 
footlights for an opening session of 
getting music and rhythm out of 
spoons, jews harps, uke and har- 
monica. And Freed can do tricks on 
that mouth organ. The lady is on 
for a short bit of foiling, returning 
at the close for a display of high 
kicking. Two of the studes are twin 
hoofers who take a few minutes for 
a neat specialty of stepping. In be- 
tween are walk-on laughs and the 
magical giggles with the other two 
assists. 

At spreads to full for the 1 oke ban 
session, bringing the turn to an ex- 
cellent clowning finish. Turn is now 
on the regular RKO midwestern in- 
tact route, Gold, 


THE SCHENCKS (2) 
Acrobats 
8 Mins.; Three 
State 

Two-man equilibristic teasa, Con- 
tinental in style and appearance. 
For American vaudeville they need 
some advice on dressing, but other- 
wise slide easily into the high-grade 
class of gymnastic bill openers. 





guitar. Second instrument is a 


Some _ difficult and _ interesting 


nearly regular guitar and the third/| hand-to-hand work is routined for 


is something like a ukelele. 


Men have voices agreeable in a/| somewhere. 


best results and should get the boys 
The shorter of the pair 


bizarre way and their clowning is| can switch to the understander po- 


wnforced and amusing. Rush. | 


silion as well as take the top mount- 
. 


STATE 


Five acts and a shorter stage 
show than usuai, with the feature, 
‘Mata Hari’ (Metro), on second run, 
playing its full 90 minutes. The 
Garbo - Novarro - Barrymore - Stone 
combination that held this -talker 
for three weeks at the Capitol, was 
still drawing here in the rain Sat- 
urday. Nicola, the illusionist, tops 
the vaudeville in spotting and bill- 
ing. 

A disappointment in the deuce 
were King, King and King. There 
is at least one, maybe two changes 
in the personnel, and the present 
act under the K., K. & K. billing 
is inferior to the one that in the 
past stood for the best in three- 
man rhythm, What the boys have 
done is to circus up the turn with 
freak costuming, lessening its early 
value and the weight of the pre- 
cision work, Which forces entire 
dependence on the ‘challenge’ busi- 
ness at the finish. Practically noth- 
ing is gained by the teamwork, 
which is never distinguished for 
new steps or difficult versions of 
old ones. 

The boys wear odd looking cuta- 
ways that button together for an 
all-black front, which eliminates 
vests. In place of the customary 
wing collars and bow ties, they 
wear white mufflers or cravats. The 
illusion is one of neatness, but 
ruined when the classy dressers go 
too far by returning in toppers and 
flowing opera capes with white lin- 
ing. The audience can see the 
capes, but not the dancing. It looks 
like the money spent thoughtlessly 
on duds may be just an expense. 
The boys should forget phoney 
‘class’ and return to dancing, for 
which the name is best known. 
Another male combination that 
can use some info on stage attire 
is the acrobatic opener, The 
Schencks (New Acts). Henry Berg- 
man and his company of three in 
the ‘Ham and Eggs’ full stage com- 
edy turn that just got off the Orph, 
sewed up a lot of laughs and gained 
some okay finish mitt work. The 
turn through Bergman and the ex- 





er side, which is novel for such 
combinations, 

As their finale stunt, the boys get 
stylish by donning their blue jackets 
and straw kellys with blue and 
white bands, then pose at a table 
before going into the topper. They 
had better change the outfits and 
posing quick or expect the bird 
when they reach 14th street. It may 
be stylish in Berlin, but it’s strictly 
a Bronx cheer invitation in the 
neighbs over here, Bige. 


‘FINE FEATHERS’ (5) 
Dance Flash 
8 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Jefferson 

Act is built around the adagio 
work of four people, with three men 
as cat characters tossing the girl, 
as @ canary, around in a conven- 
tional, not outstanding routine. Just 
does for medium time neighborhood 
stages. 
Set is particularly attractive. It’s 
a living room, with maid letting in 
the morning sun, uncovering the 
bird cage and arousing the cat. Lat- 
ter collects a couple of his feline 
pals and together they start their 
fun with the canary. It’s a fairly 
successful effort to surround a pass- 
able adagio routine with atmos- 
phere. 

In theme, this is remindful of an- 
other adagio act, Kitchen wae 

p> ar, 








CALIFORNIA QUARTET 
Mixed Vocalists 

5 Mins.; One 

RKO, L. A. 

Drafted from radio by Bern Ber- 
nard for his local half of the eight- 
act bills, this foursome failed to 
show anything for vaude. Strictly 
a radio act, with the possibility of 
one or two of the singers having had 
lyceum experience. Expressionless, 
they warble their quartet and solo 
numbers in good voice but with 
poor delivery. 

Hoorah quartet from ‘Rigoletto’ 
for the finish got them off to mild 
applause. All right for radio, but 
out of date for vaude. Call 


NELSON & NELSON 
Stilt Acrobatics 
7 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Jefferson 

Novelty acrobatic act with male 
team working on stilts raising their 
height about a foot and a half. 
Routine includes some ground work, 
barrel roll, perch trapeze bit and a 
complete somersault from a teeter 
board. Suits to open bills in B 
neighborhoods. 

Sold well with novelty of stilt 
thing capably built up. Opened 
down here and did fair. Char. 








ST. JOHN BROS. (3) 
Acrobatics 

7 Mins.; Four 

86th St, 

Three youthful-looking boys nice- 
ly dressed in light tan trousers and 
dark tan jackets. Jackets are re- 
moved after the first few minutes. 

Do various hand-to-hand lifts 
and flying catches. All performed 
smoothly. Some body lifts look dif- 
ficult and novel, as neither of the 
trio looks as though he possesses 
unusual strength, 





Good. opener. 





cellent support he receives can 
probably go on indef, for it holds 
more in theme than the average 
new comedy effort of today. 

Willie Solar gave it to ’em quick 
in the next-to-shut, succeeding in 
keeping that spot up to par, with 
Nicola following and closing. 

Nicolo sticks to the straight il- 
lusion method for his results, these 
results lifting this illusionist into 
that select class of magicians who 
are currently demonstrating that 
magic is on its way back as an im- 
portant part of variety. Thurston 
and Blackstone are others, with the 
former in particular proving in the 
picture houses that magicians can 
mean money to the theatres if prop- 
erly exploited, 

Nicela has net changed his rou- 
tine much, but he has modernized 
the trimmings sufficiently to bring 
the whole up to date. A large share 
of the modernization comes through 
the quartet of girl assistants, all 
far more comely than the average 


stage illusionists supporters, and 
the good looking costumes they 
wear. Nicola still closes with his 


quick switch trunk trick after an- 
nouncing that it’s his favorite, but 
the most impressive item of the 
act is the spiked cabinet, a vastly 
improved version of tha much over- 
done Hindu basket and saber stunt. 
The implement used is mathematic- 
ally perfect and a complete fooler. 

Along with his tricky bits Nicola 
gives out a constant stream of 
bright chatter. Upon this flippant 
word structure an interesting 23 
minutes of good vaudeville is built. 

Bige. 
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EMPIRE 


Paris, Jan. 14, 

A cheap bill, with second part 
entirely made up of Great Carmo, 
which looks like an 1870 show, and 
got some razzing on the opening 
day. 

First part, after three orchestra 
time fillers, is made up of an In- 
dian dance by the Three Arizonas, 
a jockey act by the Ricono-Stuhlas, 
and the apparently inescapable 
clown, Boulicot, whose main job 
seems to be to kill time in front of 
the curtain during the change of 
sets, 

Then comes Maurice Roget, who 
does on the piano parodies of the 
styles of various classical masters 
on modern themes, and with con- 
siderable success. Next comes the 
Two Mazzonys, athletes, and Paul 
Colline, entertainer. He has a new 
and timely song ‘I stock,’ making 
fun of the current craze for non- 
spending, and gets a hand. First 
part ends on the Canadians doing 
jumps. 

Second part is the troupe of about 
30, of Great Carmo, illusionist, who 
repeats time and again the stunt of 
producing people or animals out of 
apparently empty boxes. He uses 
between turns a chorus, which opens 
the show by doing the ‘Love Pa- 
rade’ march, and appear several 
times, led by Dorothy Thorpe, who 
brings some life into the otherwise 
dead show. Finale of the show is a 
kind of Persian pantomime on a 
theme similar to Scheherezade, end- 
ing by the princess being thrown into 
the lions’ cage, probably to use 
Carmo’s trained lions. Pantomime 
falls cold and has been cut from 
35 to 20 minutes. Mazi. 


ACADEMY 


It isn't always good acts that 
make up a good bill. Here’s a lay- 
out that on paper should be ace 
high. But it doesn’t pan, largely 
because of routining. Harry Green, 
as good a single as any house can 
ask for, closes the bill, while Har- 
riet Hoctor’s Girls, a 20-people flash 
layout, is next to closing. Nell 
Kelly, one of the fastest working 
soubrets in vaude, is deuced and 
has to follow a dog act to give her 
pace. So on throughout. By 
switching all the acts around some- 
how something better may have 
been made of the layout, 

Even with different routining, 
however, there would have been a 
hole in the bill, probably, because of 
the lack of vocal work. After 
Olympia’s Prize Winners finish 
showing off one of the best of stage 
dog collections, Miss Kelly goes 
through a quartet of songs in her 
usual boisterous manner. Evidently 
specially prepared material and 
most of it good, though too fast for 
so early .n the bill. And that about 
finishes the singing. 

George McKay follows with his 
four-girl layout. Neat turn, though 
perhaps a bit too much tapping by 
the girls. One chorus by a girl and 
one song by McKay don’t count. 
Shaw and Lee, fourth, found the 
audience in a sort of apathetic mood, 
but quickly warmed ’em up. These 
boys can handle any audience or 
spot without trouble. 

Next to closing are the Hoctor’s 

Girls (New Acts). Twenty people 
in the act and a knockout in every 
way. But what a strange turn to 
stick in ahead of Harry Green, with 
Green to close in ‘one.’ 
* The customers liked Green. He 
put over his every line with ease. 
But the whole bill left an unsatis- 
factory jumbled sort of feeling after- 
wards, 

‘Stepping Sisters’ (Fox) and biz 
a bit short of capacity downstairs, 
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PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Jan. 23. 
’ 

It's all Paul Whiteman on the 
Palace stage this week, with only 
two other acts rounding out the bill, 
Whiteman’s 45 minutes alone would 
be enough. Third week out on the 
circuit for the jazz maestro with the 
band and specialties running off in 
smooth order and the jagged edges 
straightened out. 

The band’s vaude salary is $7,500, 
Here’s the way the percentage addg 
up: Last week with a crack bill 
that included Pat Rooney, Dorothy 
Stone, Harry Rose and Car! Freed, 
the Palace vaude budget was al out 
$2,000 less than this week. Gross 
was $26,000, very good, but the out- 
look for this week is at least $5,000 
better, counting on five-a-day, 

First show Saturday, usually not 
so hot, went over the top this time, 
going ’way ahead of the previous 
Saturday. Something to talk about 
when they can get ’em up in the 
balcony so early. This is White- 
man’s first time at the Palace, ale 
though pretty well entrenched 
around town through his last B. & 
K. tour and more recently the Edge- 
water Beach and radio. Latter cut- 
let, probably more than anything 
else, has lifted Whiteman to the 
front row at a time when stage 
competition was getting hot for 
him, 3ut the rhapsody king has 
come back with a vaude presenta- 
tion that has everything and that 
will more than guarantee entertain- 
ment. 

It's the same old tried-and-true 
Whiteman combination of 23 men, 
with such standbys as Roy Bargy 
at the piano, Mike Pingatore’s tor- 
rid banjo, and Goldie, the comic 
cut-up trumpeter. On the vocal end 
of the organization are two sets of 
crooning trios, King’s Jesters and 
King’s Romancers, Whiteman’s ar- 
rangements are too well known to 
need detailed description. It’s the 
Whitemanesque style, and great. 
That band alone would satisfy, but 
it’s only a background for as nifty 
a bunch of specialists as have ever 
faced a baton. 

Mildred Bailey and Jack Fulton, 

Jr., are co-featured and underlined 
in the billing. Radio favorites angle 
was heavily exploited on this pair 
and their receptions proved it, 
Working in front of a stage mike, 
wired through the house, Miss 
Bailey’s voice failed to register in 
certain spots of the house the first 
show, a fault no doubt later cor- 
rected. That mike must have had 
the blues singer fooled, as her de- 
livery was more sotto voce than 
ordinarily. Same in a lesser de- 
gree, went for Jack Fulton's dreamy 
pipes, 
New addition to the band is Red 
Norville, xylo specialist, who’s been 
working around vaude for some 
time. Norville’s stuff eases in 
gracefully here, with Whiteman 
personally giving him the play in a 
perfect spot. Whiteman’s reserved 
attitude was noticeable throughout, 
giving everyone a chance. That's 
smart showmanship. For the finale 
Arlene and Norman Selby tore off 
a string of hot steps that brought 
them back for a second spasm, This 
team has developed a polished style, 
with both working in black makeup. 
For those who appreciate high-ten- 
sioned hip movements and other 
convulsive gyrations, Miss Selby is 
recommended. 

In all Whiteman has collected a 
great bunch around him, with the 
act so routined to make everyone 
count. Paul’s slim waistline is an- 
other feature, causing satisfactory 
comment from the girls. 

Maidie and Ray, mixed team of 
rope spinners, on the opening lap 
and over nicely. At last a rope 
turn without any chatter. Girl does 
an acrobatic routine to break up 
the roping they do together and ef- 
fectively. 

Benny Ross is the other act and 
carries a redhead for s.a. Girl 
doesn’t do much except foil dumbly 
for her partner’s gags. From the 
material, Ross must have a good 
memory. His other accomplish- 
ments are imitations of Jessel, Jole 
son, Richman, et al. By the time 
he gets around to his own delivery 
it still sounds like a mixture of all 
of them. 

First performance clocked at 69 
minutes, setting a pace fast enough 
to allow a good turnover, especially 
with five shows. Screen feature 
‘The Big Shot’ (RKO-Pathe). Sam 
Haass back in the pit after being 
out with a charley horse for a cou- 
ple of weeks. Span. 





Mills Moving 


Irving Mills has leased the offices 
formerly occupied by Brunswick on 
Seventh avenue, and will move in 
about March 1. 

When Mills moves, he will in- 
crease his personnel and open @ 
radio disc department. 





Brandwyne’s Exercise 
Nat Brandwyne, pianist, succeeds 
Russ Colombo as leader of that 
Waldorf Hotel band. NBC states 
that Brandwyne will direct the or- 
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Variety Bills 


NEXT WEEK (JAN. 30) 
THIS WEEK (JAN. 23) 


Numerals In connection with bills below Ind.cate opening day of 
show, whether full or split week 











ATLANTA 
Keith’s (30) 
Harl Jack & Betty 
Iields & Bell 


Krugel & Robles 

Frank Libuse 

Ruiz & Bonita 
(23) 





RKO 











Roxy’s Co 3 Orantos 
= Lewis & Ames Morton & Parke 
9 » (23) Don Zelaya 
EW ITY | 1 3 } j 
NE be vars cI —— Roy | H Anna Pritchard Living Jewels 
(3d week) Ralph Olsen Art Henry DES MOINES 
oh, ri ‘ C & J Preisser Keith's 
Porcelain Romance Nixon Co 4 
Bobby May Carol & Stuart Toto 743 ist half (30-3) 
Olsen Orch Jack Petit Co BIRMINGHAM Bob Dupont 
Mills Bros Violet Carison Keiths (30) Art Frank Co 
Lillian Shade Go 2d half (27-29) Ann Pritchard Cole Bros 
Fifi Dorsay 4 Wileys a Henry Reeves 7 Lye 
Milton Berle Sandy Durson > & J Presster are DAE (3°5) 
Reatrice Lillle Archer & Jackson Toto Gleason & Allen 
Chester Howe Leonard & K/.., . (23) Enrico Th’dore & N 
let haif (30-2) Wawards Co Christensens Eddie White 


tay Hughes & P 
Bernard & Henrie 
Laurie Co 


Summers & Hunt 
Pipifax 
2d half (27-29) 

















BOSTON Karoli Bros 
LEE PORT and DOTTIE Keith’s (30) George McLellan 
j 4 Sullys Edgar Bergen 
| TARTIN Roy Smeck Peter Higgins 
Harry Savoy Sidney Page Co 
Pollock Co DETROIT 
on a Fanchon & Marco Tour Watson Sis Downtown (30) 
(23) Nelson Fam 
Placed by Homer Romaine Carl Freed 
LEDDY & SMITH Lubin Lowry & A Dorothy Stone 
Helen Kane Pat Rooney & Jr 
Richy Craig Jr Harry Rose 
Re —— Rita Royce Co (23) 
:. ch Mi Watson Sis BUFFALO Harris 2 & L 
ee — loner Ball Hippodrome (36) Radcliffe & Bob 
foe Young Co ROYAL Poodles Hanneford Lillian Roth 
Ralph Olsen Co Ist half (30-2) Gracie Barry Oscar Lorraine 
Mills Kirk & M’rtin| Fuller Bros Co Jack Norworth Go | Olivette Co 
Belle Baker Kennelly & Mack Eddie Stanley Hollywood — 
2d half (3-8) Ballyhooligans Thomas 6 Ist half (30-2) 
t Allyn Co Frank Melino (23) a Raymond Baird 
Jack Major Roames Collegians | Betty Jane Cooper 2a hali (8-5) 
Robt KE Keane 2d half (3-5) eres, Banhorne (Fo ah) 


Armida Co 
Jim McWilliame 


2d half (27-29) 
Madeline Patrice 


Walters Roon'y & K 


Chester Frederioks Weasel Satbien 


Lander Bros 





A Lewis Mack Co Liazeed Arabs FORT WAYNE 
a gg Hunter & Percival CEDAR RAPIDS Keith’s 
Tanarakis Tracey & Hay Keith’s ist half (30-2) 


ist half (30-2) Crystal 3 


GAY GUY 
HARRY SAVOY 


2a half (27- "29) 
Hubert Kinney Co 
Harrison Dakin 38 
Jones & Hull 
Jarvis & Harrison 
Frankie Richardson 


Greenlee & Rogers 
Alf Latell 

Savoy Co 

E Van Losen Co 
Ballyhooligans 


Coliseum 








BROOKLYN r f LE 
ist half (30-2) Albee (30) Care o DDY & SMITH 
Britt Wood Porcelain Romance 








Bob Albright 
{Pour to fill) 
2d half (3-8) 


Hugh Skelly 
Lopez Orch 
(Two to fill) 
Earl Faber (23) 


Karoli Bros 
George McLellan 
Edgar Berger Co 
Peter Higgins 


Carlena Diamond 
George McKay Co 
Harris 2 & L 








Jordan & Woods Robinson's Rev Sidney Page Co vanes ~ ye 
(Four to fill) ushing 2d half (3-5) Ist half (30-2) 
2d half (27-29) Ist half (30-2) Bob Dupont Shermay & Vaye 
La Belle Pola Sullivan & Higgins | Art Frank Co G&M Eline 
Ann Greenway (Four to fill) Cole Bros Blackstone 
Rome & Gaut 2a half (3-6) Harriman Ree es 4 - 
Lyons & Snyder Evans Co (Two to fill) INDIANAPOLIS 
Bernice & Emily Sid Marion 24 half (27-29) og mnelth’s (30) 
Buck & Bubbles Edwards Co Hack Mack 3 Victoria & Loreng 
Fred Craig Jr Gordon & Dean 
———  —————— | Bol Accordion & Meyers Lubow & R 
JACK SIDNEY =| #03 yea 
Joe Herbert Co Don Santo & Exile 
ED Otto Gray Co 
HMADLIN : CHICAGO (23) 
In F. & M. “Manhattan Idea” Palace (30) Cc 


Togo & C Blossom 

Masters & Grace 

Ewith Karren Co 

Webb & Lane 

Lee Morse 

Les Klicks 
KANSAS CITY 

Keith’s (30) 
Lido Ladies 


Van Horn & Ineg 
Hal Sherman 
Rae Samuels 
(Two to fill) Dave Apollon 

2a half (27-29) (23) 
Tyrell Co Maidie & Ray 
Frankie Finn Benny Ross 
Chester Fredericks | Paul Whiteman 


Dir., CARGILL and DOBSON 








ist half (30-2) 
Gus Edwards Co 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (3-5) 


(To fill) Frances Arms CINCINNATI Te 
24 half (27-29) Barto & Mann Albee (30) ng 
Mangean Int't’ale Neal Sis Billy Glason 


Kenmore 
ist half (30-3) 
Jack Lavier 
Rosette & Lutman 


Danny Small 
Clyde Cook 
lise Marvenga 


Runaway 4 
Gloria Foy Co 


(23) 
Kluting’s Ent’t’s 
Borah Minneviteh 


Forum Boys 





Eddie Hanley Baker Dove & A Johnny Perkins Dodge 2 
Neville Fleeson Co | pevito & Denny (23) Sammy Cohen 
Fordham Bud Harris Van Horn & Inez Lincoln 
ist half (30-38) Kate Smith Hal Sherman Stuart (30) 
Tack Major 2d half (8-6) Rae Samuels Bal Accordion 6 
Sid Marion Bertilino Dave Apollon ’’ Travers & Grey 


Eddie Hanley 
Bernice Claire 
Al K Halli Co 


(Three to fill) 
2d half (3-5) 
Belle Baker 





JEROME MANN 


VARIETY 

















(Four to fill) 


Aussie & Czech 

















Week Jan. 30, 


“THE INTERNATIONAL JESTERS” 


CLIFFORD and MARION 


Fisher, Detroit 











(23) 
Wilson Keppel & B 
Harold Dean & K 
Broadus Bar! 
Jean Bedini Co 
NEW ORLEANS 

Keith’s (30) 
Don Valerio 
Will Aubrey 
Seed & Austin 
Gracella & Th'dore 
(23) 
Earl Jack & Betty 
Fields & Bell 
Roxy's Co 
Lewis & Ames 





Flo Lewis 

Eddie Garr 

Edwards’ Rev 
(23) 

Don Valerio 

Will Aubrey 

Seed & Austin 

Gracella & Th'dore 

SAN FRANCISCO 


Golden Gate (30) 
Chas Carrer 
Foy Foy & Foy 


Irene Ver.nillion 

Jack McLallen 
(23) 

$8 Lordens 








LOADS O 


Care of LEDI 


F LAFFS 


BOB CARNEY and JEAN 


XY & SMITH 











(Four to fill) (Two to fill) 

2d half (27-29) 2d half (2T- -29) Now at Hotel Edison, New York 
Marion Wilkens Cadet 6 Week Feb. 5, St. Louis Theatre, St. Louls 
Bobby Pincus Hector & Pals Dir. Bernard Burke, Jack Curtis Office 
Weiss & Stanton oe Da ogy 
Tack Osterman Belle aker 
koran Fields Smith & F CLEVELAND (23) 

Franklin Fine Feathers Palace (30) Talent & Merit 


Maidie & Ray 
Benny Ross 
Paul Whiteman 


Vogues of 1932 
LOS ANGELES 


Madison 


ist half (30-2) 
ist half (30-2) 


2 Waltons 





Frank Conner Abe Reynolds ! Hillstreet (30) 
Hutchins & Smith Walter Dare Wahl (23) Robinson & DeWitt 
Gray Fam Iise Marvenga Nelson Fam Ada Brown 
Bill Teelack Gloom Chasers Carl Freed Co Ferry Corwey 
1rol & Stewart 2a half (3-5) Dorothy Stone Pop Cameron 
2d half (8-5) Bayes & Speck Pat Rooney & Jr (238) 
2 French Misses Lita Grey Chaplin | Harry Rose 3 Allison Sis 


105th St. (30) 
————ESSe _ Ebony Follies 
EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED Healy & Cross 


GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN REM Reve 


Dick Henderson 
Kramer & Boyle 
Rimac'’s Orch 
LOUISVILLE 
Keith’s (30) 
Wilson Kepple & B 
Frank Salerno 
Jean Bedini Co 








6 Avalons 
Hal Neiman 
Barry & Whitlege | Chas King 
Bonatella Bros Co Paul Remos 
COLUMBUS (23) 
Keith’s (30) Victoria & Lorenz 
6 Avalons Billy Stennard 
Hal Neiman Joyce & Moore 
Donatella Bros Co Swanee & Daly 
Barry & ay mitiogs Don Santo & E 


EN ROCK 


BROADWAY AT 50TH STREET 








“ddie Allen Co 
' & E Barstow 





Bud Harris 
Rosette & Luttman 


“rank Conville 2a half (27-29) Chapelle “ke Carlton MADISON 
viden Orch 6 Franklins Krugel & Robles Keith's 
One to fill) Goss & Barrows Scooter Lowry Ist half (30-2) 
_ 2d half (27-39) Gloria Lee & H 2 | Siim Timblin Billy Stennard 
uliann Victor Oliver Ruiz & Bonita Masters & Grace 
‘iwards & Morris| Nan Halperin DALLAS Irene Rich Co 


joyle & Delia 
| & K Spangler 


Cass Mack & Owen Kelth’s (30) Milt Douglas Co 


ul AKRON Swan Lacille & C 2d half (3-5) 
ge > a * Palace Lassiter Bros Carlena Diamond 
Pris ‘ige 4 Harrington Sis George McKay Co 
Hippodrome (80) | , = half (30-2) | Morrig & Campbell | Frank Radcliffe 
lary Palmer a & Queen 3) (To fill) 

:®ndy Durson sae Beenes Aussie & Czech 2d half (27-29) 
Pepito Onene a aad Flo Lewis Nice Flori & L 
Geo Givot ba ‘halt. (3-6) Eddie Garr Lytell & Fant 
Renoft & Renova C2e Gail on Gus Edwards' Rev Donovan Girls & B 
}. Diamonds Webb & Lane DAVENPORT Nelson & Knight 
Knight Tr Lillian Roth Kelth’s Willie West & McG 

— (28) Chas ‘Slim’ Timbit Ist half (30-2) MILWAUKEE 

Cherie _ oa b - mbDNDn |) Hack Mack 8 Keith’s (30) 
Larry Rich o A, mar (27-29) Trado 2 Rathburn Co 
Phil Rich pam "Ter Co Fred Craig Jr Edith Bow 
Rufus & Almus Malt D ad Joe Herbert Co Dr Rockwell Co 

Tom Geraro ol Dougias 2d half (8-5) (Four to fill) 

Musical Monarchs | Carroll & Stuart Karoli Bros (23) 


Murry Wood 
Falls Reading & B 
Jefferson 
Ist half (30-2) 
Paige & Class 


ALBANY 


Palace 
Ist half (30-2) 
Rita Royce Co 
Bobby May 


teorge McLellan 
Edgar Bergen Co 
Peter Higgins 
Sldney Page Co 
2d half (27-29) 


Larimer Co 
Fauntleroy & Van 
Wylie & Young 
Mangean Co 
Fred Keating 


Rddie Allen Co (Others to fill) Traver & Gray 3 Swifts 

Lewis Mack Co 2d half (3-5) Ashley Page Adelaide Hall 
Bertalire Heidt Bd Dalton & Craig Howard Fine & H 
Campus 6 (Others to fill) Rose’s Midgets MINNEAPOLIS 
Clyde Cook 2d half (27-29) DAYTON Keith's (30) 


Golden Orch 
24 half (3-5) 


Olsen & Johnson 


Kelth’s (30) 
(Others to fill) 


Chappelle & Carit’n 











Mangean Co 
Fred Keating 





Meyers Lubow & R 





ae 4 


Tuesday, January 26, 1932 











[ Picture Theatres 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (22) 
‘Cinderella Blues’ 


Boswell Sie 

3 Queens 

Lowe Bernoff & EK 

‘No One Man’ 

Roxy (22) 

Fred Waring Oroh 

Mort Downey 

Patricia Bowman 

Art Mahoney Co 

Roma Bros 

The Royalettes 
BROOKLYN 
Paramount (22) 

‘Home Sweet H’me’ 

Burns & Allen 

Ruse Columbo 

3 Little Words 
CHICAGO, ILL. 
Chicago (29) 

‘15th Anniversary’ 

The Maxellos 

Rio Bros 

J & E Torrence 

Joseph Griffin 

Lambert Ballet 
Paradise (29) 

‘Dark Town F’ lies’ 

Bennie Moten Orch 
Rhythm Dancers 


Adelaide Hall SALT LAKE CITY 
Howard Fine & H Plaza (30) 
(33) Waliace Sis 
Bob Stickney Bob Nelson 
Maker & Redf Owea Bomivney 
Sagecs Midgets Anger & | ad 
ASHVILLE (23) 
Keith’s (30) Lita Wales 
Zelda Bros Delmar Rev 
Bob Fisher NTONIO : 
Bernivict Bd Keith’s (30) Bing Crosby 


Jazzlips Richardson 


Harriet Calloway 
Jennie Dancer 
Brown Skin Str’t'’rs 
Tivoli (29) 
‘Vagabond King’ 





Dennis King 
DETROIT 
Fisher (2%) 
Nayan Pearce 
Keller Sis & lL: 
Ross & Bennett 
Chaviler Bros 
‘No One Man’ 
Michigan (28) 
Pert Kelton 
Dezzo Retter 
Tiffany 2 
Blanche & Elliot 
Electa Leonard 
‘Lovers Courageous’ 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fay’s (22) 
Floyd Sis 
The Pearis 
‘Murder at Midnite’ 
Grand (23) 
Great Yacopis 
Le Gails 
‘The Champ’ 
PROVIDENCE 
Fay’s (22) 
‘Harlemania’ 
Johnny Hudgins 
Ford Marshal & J 
Wood Sis 
Mary Dixon 
Rhythm Kings 
Pilcer & Douglas 
Philips & Gordon 
J & J Berger 
Donovan & Glenn 
‘Charlie Chan's C' 











Harry Delmar’s Rv 
(23) 


Lita Wales 
Coscia & Verdi 
Kitty Donner 
Billy Glason 
PATERSON 
Keith’s 
Ist half (30-2) 
Larry Rich Unit 





Billy Farrell Co 
Yorke & Johnson 
Chas Ahearn 
(23) 
Atlas LaMarr & B 
Weaver Bros & E 
SIOUX CITY 
Keith's 
ist half (30-2) 
Gleason & Allen 








“HEC 


AND 


TOR”. 


PALS 


A DOGGY IDEA 
“Let That Airedale Out” 








2d half (3-5) 
Frivolities 
Fred Pisano 
Happy Chappiles 
Bill Teelack 
Weist & Stanton 

2a half (27-29) 
Caswell Sis 
Eddie Allen & B 
Mills Kirk & M’rtin 
Vaughn DeLeith 
Britt Wood 
Jones & Lee 


Enrico Th'dore & N 
Eddie White 
Summers & Hunt 
Pipifax 

SOUTH BEND 

Keith's 

lst half (30-2) 
Togo & C Blossom 
Fulton & Parker 
Lee Morse 
3 Swifts 
Karren Co 











BLACK 


STONE 


Booked Solid for RKO 








Olsen & Johnson 
(Three co 


(23) 
Lew Pollack Co 
Sid Marion 
Dave Harris 
3 Diamonds 
PORTLAND 
Keith’s (30) 
Yoki Japs 
Honey Boys 
Wills & Davis 
Marcella’s Dancers 
(23) 


Vardell Bros 

Yorke & Goldie 

Emil Boreo 

B Wells & 4 Fays 
PROVIDENCE 
Keith’s (30) 

Dew’ lf M’tc’fe & F 

Joe Wong 

Kirby & Duval 

Dave Harris Co 





Dir.: Wm. Diamond, james Plunkett Office 
PHILADELPHIA SPRINGFIELD 
Keith’s (30) Keith’ 


e 8 
ist half (30-9) 
Joe Peanuts 
Ashley Page 
Roy Cummings 
Rose’s Midgets 
ST. LOUIS 
Keith’s (29) 
Seiler & Wills 
Gaston Palmer 
Galli-Rini Co 
Ken Murray Co 
Mary Brian 
(22) 
Neal Sis 
Runaway 4 
Gloria Foy Co 
Borah Minnevitch 
Jenner Perkins 
PAUL 
Keith's (30) 
Bob Stickney 
Maker & Redford 
Singer's ee 
(23 








dancing seldom seen as 
“Union.”’ 


ROBINSON & DeWITT 


“Their Chinese dance, 


an artistic triumph— 
wood here.’’—Sacramento 








Murry & Allan 
Roger Hall Co 
(23) 
Tois Torres Co 
Jack Petit & D 
Hugh Skelly Co 
Jack Major 
Hunter & Percival 
Bentell & Gould 
ROCHESTER 
Keith’s (30) 
Meroff Orch 
(23) 
Ebony Follies 
Raymond Baird 
W & G Ahern 
A & M Havel 
Healy & Cross 
3 Aces & Queen 


F’rt’n'’llo & Clrillino 
Hope Vernon 
Marty May 
Show Boat Rev 
SYRACUSE 
Keith’s (30) 
G Lee & Harris 2 
Victor Oliver 
Nan Halperin 
Cass Mack & O 
(23) 
Meroff Orch 
TACOMA 
Keith’s (30) 


Atlas LaMarr & B 
Weaver Bros & E 
(23) 

Yoki Japs 





Honey Boys 





— -™~< SOL 
ir., WM. 


~ IKE ROSE’S MIDGETS 


ID FOR RKO 
DIAMOND 


D 
JAMES PLUNKETT OFFICE 





ROCKFORD, ILL. 
Keith’s (30) 
Nice Florio & L 
Lytell & Fant 
Donovan Girls & B 
Nelson & Knight 
Willie West & McG 
SACRAMENTO 
Plaza (30) 
Vardell Bros 
Yorke & Goldie 
cmil Boreo 
B Wells & 4 Fays 
(23) 


Charles Carrer 
Irene Vermillion 





Jack McLalien 
(One to fill) 


Wills & Davis 
Marcella’s Dancers 
Toledo 
Rivoli (30) 

3 Orantos 
Morton & Parks 
Don Zelaya 
Living Jewels 
Ray & Harrison 
3) 
Luster Bros 
Rathburn Co 
Edith Bow 
Dr Rockwell 
Electric 2 
TORONTO 
Hippodrome (39) 
Betty Jane Cooper 








—<——_s 
NEWARK 8 Jacks 
(20) Lea Penman 
Lya & Wolt Terry G 


mad fy 


G Withers © Co 
8 Clemence Co 
PITTSBU 
Penn (30) 
Alice White 
Hollywd Collegians 
Wayneo 
Helen Wilson 
‘HESTER 
Loew's (30) 
Red Claire 
Jerry Co 
Burns & Kissen 
Phel 2 
& M ason 
SYRACUSE 
tate (30) 
Billy House 





reen 
Thos Coppe 
Conrad Nagel 
Frau Marsh 


WASHINGTON 
Loew's (30) 
Wwa&iInmnm 
Flo wae 
Lucky 7 3 
Mills & Kover 


YONKERS 
Leew’'s 
Ist half (30-3) 
Bloomberg's Co 
anes Fistentela 
oilby rph 
(One to fill) sles 
Floyd Sis Co 
(Others to fill) 





Fanchon & Marco 








NEW YORK CITY 
Audubon (29) 


‘About Town’ I 
T & A Waldman 
Max Co 

Ben Dova 


Paul Olsen 
Joe Pasco 
Sunkist Ens 


Dave Robei 
Henry Phiilips 
DeValery Co 
FORT WORTH 
Worth 
2a half (31-2) 
‘8 Big Figures’ 
§ Jansleys 
Foley & LaTour 














JACK POWELL 


GLORIFYING 


Syncopation and Smiles 
Via. 
LEDDY & SMITH 


ae 

















Gunna a eee 
NEWARK Anita Case | 
Keith’s (30) Brems Fitz & M ew 
Thurston Ledova | 
(23) SCHENECTADY 
4 Ortons Keith’s 
Audrey Wyckoff ist half (30-2) NEW YORK CITY} (Two to fill) 
Gus Shy Co Howe Leonard @& K Boulevard Metropolitan (30) 
Street Singer Fred Pisano Co ist half (30-2) Rubio Sis 
Joe Marks Violet Carlson Radio Romereos O’Rourke Ce 
OAKLAND (One to fill) Villie Solar Marks Co 
Keith’s (30) 2a half (3-5) Jones Co Gt Nicola 
3 Lordens Harry Langdon (Two to fill) (One to fill) 
Anita Case DeTorregos 2d half (3-5) Pitkin 
Brems Fitz & M (Two to fill Cannon & Lee Ist half (30-2) 
Ledova 2a half (27-29) Brown & Hart Falls Reading & B 
(23) DeW'lfe M’tcfe & F | Yocan Cq Senator Murphy 
Robinson & DeWitt | Growell & Allen (Two to fill) Dillon & Parker Rv 
Ada Brown Bill Teelack Co Capitol (30) (One to fill) 
Ferry Corwey Neil Golden Orch Barte & Arden 2a half (3-5) 
Pop Cameron a ts Mulroy McN'ce & Rj} Maximo 
OMAHA SEATTLE La Vernes Manny King Co 
Keith’s (30) - Keith’s (30) Paul Keast H & D Downing 
Lita Wales Van Cello & Mary | shaw & Lee Tobias Orch 








OFFICIAL 


DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 
1560 Broadway 
This Week: Helen Ray, Nate Cole 











Orpheum 
ist half (30-2) 
Schenck Co 
Jimmy Savo 
Yocan Co 
(Two to fille 
2a half (3-5) 
Mack Harold & B 
Willie Solar 
Laurie Jr Co 
(Two to fill) 
Paradise (30) 
Bob Murphy 
Johnny Hyman 
Samuels Bros 
State (30) 
Vanderbilt Boys 
Sully & Thomas 
Harry Burns Co 
Southern Gaicties 
(Two to fill) 
BROOKLYN 
Bay Ridge 
ist half (30-2) 
Dault & La Marr 
Dixon & Cornell 
M & A Skelly 
Jack North 
McQuarrie Co 
2d half (3-5) 
C Schenck Co 
Harry Hershfield 
Jones Co 
(Two to fill) 


6t . 

ist half (30-2) 
De Leath Co 
Fioyd Sis Co 





(One to fill) 
Valencia (30) 


J & K Tee 
Pasquali Bros 
Daks Coles & P 


ASTORIA, L. 1. 
Triboro 


ist half (30-3) 
Maximo 
Olyn Landick 
Ross & Edwardse 
Bacon Co 

2d half (3-5) 
Al Johnson Co 
Randolph Co 
Rogan & Trigger 
Colby & M’rphy Ry 
(One to fill) 

BALTIMORE 

Century (30) 
Bert Frohman 
6 Galenos 
Maureen Rio 
Dugan & Hadley 


BOSTON 
Orpheum (30) 
Agimos 


Mary Haynes Co 
Irving Edwards 
20th Century Rev 
JEVELAND 
State (30) 
Carlton & Ballew 
Charlotte A-R Co 
Kerns Sis 
Don Howard 








“NOW IN NEW YORK 


AL BOASBERG 


Care WILLIAM McCAFFREY 
Address: 226 West 47th Street 
Phone Lackawanna 4-9756 








(Three to fill) 
2d half (3-6) 
Dault & La Marr 

% Ryans 
Olyn Landick 
Dance Aristocrats 
(One to fill) 
Gates Ave. 
ist half (30-2) 
Lauren & La Dare 


Jean Harlow 
Dance Aristocrats 
N T 


G 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (3-5) 
Allen & Eddy 
Vox & Walters 
Bacon Co 





COLUMBUS 
Ohio (30) 
Gordon Reed & K 
Fred Lightner & R 

Blank Co 


JERSEY CITY 
Toews (30) 
Joe Cook 
Joe May & Dotty 
Bryant Rains & Y 


MONTREAL 

Loew's (30) 
Arnaut Co 
Mowatt & Hardy 
Earl La Vere Co 
4 Carlton Bros 
Tiny Town Rev 





Fred Sanborne 
Armida 
Jim McWilliams 
Liazeed Arabs 
(23) 
Stanley Bros & A 
Jay Mills & R 
Heidt Bd 
TROY 
Keith’s 
Ist haif (30-2) 
Bobby Gillette Co 
Frankie Richardson 
Weist & Stanton 
2d half (3-5) 
Howe Leonard & K 
Clyde Cook 
jobby May 
2d half (27-29) 
Gautier’s Shop 
Wilton Sis 
Fred Pisano Co 
Alexander & Sant’s 
VANCOUVER 
Keith’s (30) 
Deno & Rochelle 
Ray Huling 
Sunkist Nelson 
Royal Uyenos 
(23) 
Van Cello & Mary 
Billy Farrell Co 
Yorke & Johnson 
Chas Ahearn 
WASHINGTON 
Keith’s (30) 
Bernice & Emily 
‘ardini 
Daphne Pollard 
Bob Hope Co 
(23) 
2 Aces 
Lander Bros 
Bernice Claire 





Alien & Hoover 
Trini Co 


WINNIPEG 

Capitol (23) 
4 Casting Stars 
Chas Melson 
Teck Murdock Co 
Lee Lee L & L 


YONKERS 
Keith’s 
Ist half (20-2) 
Billy Elliott 
I) & E Barstow 
Hunter & Percival 
Radiolites 
2d half (3-5) 
Hutchins & Smith 
Parker Weinberg 
Rome & Gaut 
Basil Lewis Co 
2d half (27-29) 
Gillette & Mann Sis 
Mason & Gale 
Lewis Mack Co 
Campus 6 
Earl Faber 


YOUNGSTOWN 
Keith’s 

Ist half (30-2) 
Lee Gail Ens 
Webb & Lane 
Lillian Roth 
Chas ‘Slim’ 7 Timblin 

2d half (3-5) 
2 Aces & Queen 
Sybilla Bowhan 
Jerome & Grey 
Olivette Co 

2d half (27-29) 
Jack Hedley 3 
Henry J Kelly 
Jack Norworth Co 
Norman Thomas 6 








eo YN 


Fox (29) 
‘All at Sea’ I 
Ben Bard 
Lester & Garson 


June Worth 
Gregory & Raymon 
Matt Brooks 
Sunkist Ens 
ATLANTA 
Fox (29) 
‘Vacation Days’ I 
Zelda Santley 
3 Jacks & Queen 
Wilmot & Peters 
Kirk & Lawrence 
Kathleen Kay 
Sunkist Ens 
BILLINGS 
Fox (2) 
‘Swiss Movem’'ta’ I 
Lucky Boys 
Bill Dooley 
Frances Lee 
Wilford DuBois 
Joseph Pope Jones 
Bert Prival 
Sunkist Ens 
BOSTON 
Metropolitan (29) 
‘Gay Vienna’ I 
Duci Karekjarto 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Rena & Rathburn 
Woodland & Smoot 
Torney Ens 





Harold Stanton 
Lou Barrison 
Muriel Gardner 
Sunkist Ens 


HARTFORD 
Capitol (29) 
‘Stars of Y'st'rd’y’ 

Eva Tanguay 
Corinne 

Hank Brown 
Bert Jordan 

Hi Tom Ward 
Tom Kelly 

Rice & Caddy 
Cho Cho 
Freddie 
Harrison Co 
Alexander & Evel’d 


HOLLYWOOD 

Pantages (28) 
‘6 Races’ I 
Frank Jenks 
Paul Mall 
Chief Clearsky 
Adams Sis 
Kanazawa Tr 

INDIANAPOLIS 

Indiana (29) 
‘Parasols’ I 
Sheldon & Frayne 
Capt. Willie Mauss 
Boyce Combe 
Mignone 
Ray Angwin 
Sunkist Ens 








“CHRISTENSEN BROS. 
AND CO. 
de aa unusual dance ast o Is unusual.” 


om,”’ New Oricaas. 


Direction Roger Murrel Ageacy 





—— 





BRIDGEPORT 
Fox-Poli (29) 
‘M’da’n Minstrels’ I 

Tyler Mason 
Bruce Jordan 
3 Page Boys 
Harry Van Fossen 
Mark Nelson 
Esther Campbell 
Sunkist Ens 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (29) 
‘Greetings’ 1 
Del Chain 
Lambertt 
J & H Grifith 
Buster & Brown 
Dorothy Thieme 
Collenette Ens 


Fox (28-31) 
‘Swiss Movem’ts’ I 
Lucky Boys 
Bill Dooley 
Frances Lee 
Wilford DuBois 
Joseph Pope Jones 
Bert Prival 
Sunkist Ens 

CHICAGO 

Chicago (29) 
‘Carnival’ I 
Raynor Lehr 
Teddy Bear 
The Andresens 
Cropley & Viglet 
Torney Co 

Paradise (29) 
‘Fine Feathers’ 1 





JERSEY CITY 
Stanley (29) 
‘Hot Java’ I 
Caligary Bros 
Armanda Chirot 
Noree 
3 Samuels Bros 
Vincent Yerro 
Sunkist Ens 
ANGELES 
Loew’s State (27) 
‘Marches Militaire# 
Charles Irwin 
Large & Morgner 
Rodney & Gould 
Sunkist Ens 
MILWAUKEE 
Wisconsin (29) 
‘Manhattan’ 
Jack Sidney 
Swor & Goode 
Weise 3 
Jack Lester 
Lucille 
Sunkist Ens 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Minnesota (29) 
Arthur Lake Co 
Arthur Petley 
Nash & Fately 
Libonati 3 
Gautier Co 
MOBILE 
Saenger 
ist half (31-2) 
‘On Parade’ I 
Natacha Nattova 
4 Flushers 
Paul Sydell 








_ 





TOILETRIES 





SHOP. 


Are Available at VANITEE MA‘\E-CP 
160 West 46th St.. New 
Try My Deep Pore Cleanser—$i.00 


sok 








Ross Wyse Jr 
Novelle Bros 
Edna Covey 
Emile & Romaine 
Sunkist Ens 
Tivoli (29) 
‘Stage Door’ I 
Bob Hall 
Webster & Marino 
Constance IKvans 





Harney & Connors 

Vina Zolle 

Sunkist Ens 
Uptown (29) 

‘Aloha’ 


Ryan & Nobleite 
The Briants 
Gordon's Degs 
Sensational Kikutas 
Gaylenne & Duk 
DALLAS 
Palace (29) 
‘Sketches’ I 
Allan & Canfield 
Franklyn D'Amore 
Limb’ri'gs Edwards 
Duke Art 
Mildred Perlee 
Frank Hopkinson 
Sunkist Ens 
DETROIT 
Fox (29) 
‘Montmartre’ I 
Ann Codee 
Roy Rogers 
Julian & Marjorie 





Tose Rose 
Sunkist Ens 
NEWARK 
Branford (29) 
‘Hacienda’ 
Sue Russell 
Hinky & Dinky 
Doyle & Donnelly 
5 Gems 
6 Gordonians 
Adriana A 
NEW HAVEN 
Paramount (29) 
‘Cozy Corner’ I 
Ruth Roland 
A & S LaMonte 
Rector & Joreen 
3 Jays 
Frank Rogers 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (28) 
‘Tomorrow's Stars’ 
Bernie & Walker 
Wanda Allen 
Mary Miles 
Zelma 
Fern Dale 
Buddy & Gretel 
Chiyo Kadomatst 
Helen Ireland 
Dorothy Weich 
Theal Nelson 
Rudy Kaye 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (29) 
*‘Pren: 4 1 
O'Don- Diate 


(Continued on page 62) 
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Bway Column Writing as Exposed 
By Ed Sullivan, Who's One of Em 


Reprinted From ‘Ed Sullivan Sees Broadway’, the daily feature of the 
New York ‘EVENING GRAPHIC’ 


By Ed Sullivan 








Etiquette of Columning—To column in the Broadway manrer, there | 


are certain niceties of form to be observed...If one is to carry on the 
tradition. .Specifically, you must never admit that any one has ever 
scooped you on @ piece of news...If it does occur that somebody beats 
you to the punch, express pained indignation...Like this...‘What a 
horse thief that bird is...I had it two weeks ago...Actually, I had it two 
MONTHS ago, but you know how time flies.’ 

Never, at any time, can you show bewilderment...You must cultivate 








a prop look of knowledge...If a fellow rushes up to you and says: ‘Did 


you know Charlie Montenegro is on the spot?’...It is up to a columnist 
to crack...‘Are you kidding me? On the spot? Say, they shot at him 
and missed two nights ago.’ 

Do you get it?...Always beat the informant to the punch...Whatever 
happens on Broadway is not news to you...You have anticipated it... 
Or you were there...Or the undertaker told you about it...If they say 
go-and-so will get $1,900 for a role...Check them up...Snarl at them: 
$1,900? you're all wet; it’s exactly $1,874.36 after the commission is taken 
off the top’... You see all and know all...Build up an illusion of mys- 
ticism...If they say: ‘How do you town night after night 
with those Rialto Rumors?’...Put on a far away look...and a gentle 
smile...Don’t confess that it’s hard work and a set routine that gathers 
news...Make ’em feel that your legs are wired for sound...Make ‘em 
believe that when they hear noises in their houses...It’s not mice... 
But Sullivan’s operatives asking the can-openers to come clean. 

Had our tribe lived in the good old days...National heroes would 
have been exposed as ‘impostiators’ if I may use Jimmy Durant’s word 
...Keep your nose out of this, Durante!...Can you imagine what the 
Broadway columns would have done to the Greek who ran from Marathon 
to Athens to announce victory?...I can see the lines in the various 
eolumns, 

Under the Rialto Rumors of the following day’s issue, I would have 
cut up a few touches...‘The Stem is chuckling over that Greek’s twenty- 
six-mile foot race...The lowdown on the phony is that he didn’t make 
good on what check at what big gambling house?’...If I didn’t bring 
him down with that first shot, I'd keep after him...The next day, I’d put 
in another dig...‘That bird who sprinted from here to there did it to 
ballyhoo a new foot lotion which will shortly be drug-stored”...If the 
public continued to applaud him, I'd let him have both barrels...“ 
understand that the foot race to Athens was the result of that phony’s 
attack on a crippled boy, who asked alms for a widowed mother and 
was kicked in the mouth’...That would bury him so deep that Benedict 
Arnold would have been a philanthropist by comparison. 


scoop the 


Paul Revere would have learned that Broadway columns are mightier 
than a heroic gallop...The day after his famous ride we could have 
polished him off...‘What ‘Vanities’ eyeful rode side-saddle with P. R. 
last night?’ would have been a logical query...Or...‘They are chuckling 
ever Paul Revere’s hasty exit from what house last night? He just 
made it...The husband got hep when he saw lanterns two weeks before 
Halloween...The thing is unlimited in its possibilities...If we had put 
our minds to it, I think the best he could have got would have been a 
sentence for stealing a horse. 

Josephine and Napoleon would have been right up our alley...‘They’re 
whispering that when Mr. Napoleon took that trip to Russia, the frau 
had the Traveling Salesmen’s Convention at the house’...Or if this were 
too discreet...‘Mr. Napoleon will be startled at the new mink coat his 
wife won in that ‘lottery’...But that’s her story, and she’s stuck with it’ 
+-.-Or you could rib the husband in other fashions...‘That noise from 
Mrs. Napoleon Bonaparte’s shack while hubby was gone has been ex- 
plained...Those men said they were only hanging pictures...Oh, yeah?’ 
»..By the time we were finished, the vest-pocket conqueror would have 
a suspicion that the royal consort had been true to the marines in his 
absence, 

Shakespeare would have lasted just about a week...Under our slur- 
ting attacks.,.‘That young playwright from Avon will be sued for libel 
by Shylock & Co., one of the bigger banks...And if he gets past that 
damage suit, the Venetian Scale and Weight Company will sue him for 
misrepresentation...He claimed the scale features a twelve-ounce pound 
-..-Max Steuer is representing the plaintiffs...‘It’s closed and shut’ said 
Steuer yesterday, ‘and I have definite evidence that this so-called play- 
wright is mixed up with the Vincent Coll gang’...So Shakespeare would 
be sent to the laundry for a dry cleaning...He would have been for- 


tunate indeed to get out in time for the Washington bicentennial 
€xercises. 


But why give you other illustrations?...The idea is that we go along, 
in our humble way, trying to spread seeds of dissatisfaction where orchids 
grew before...Harmony is our ruin and our downfall...We seek dis- 
eord, divorce, lawsuits, and you will pardon the smug chuckle as I say... 
We got them!...We are the vultures winging above the Empire State 
Building, .. Eyeing you hungrily...You think at night that you are hear- 
ing airplanes...Not so...That’s us. 

Sure, we do favors...But it wrenches our hearts to do geod...We 
see married men out with other husbands’ wives...A friend says: ‘Forget 
it, don’t blow the police whistle’...So we don’t blow a police whistle... 
A siren is better..It makes more noise...Yessir, we're a jolly, happy 
Crew, and the sour look on our pans is misleading...In fact, the sour 
look doesn’t tell the half of it. 

Scandal, gossip rumor...Founded or unfounded...To us, they’re a 
Wagonload of hors d’oeuvre...Life to us is just a bowl of cherries... 
With the razzes for you...You only offend me when you say, for in- 
Stance, that I’m constructive...Constructive?...You wound me to the 
Soul...You mean that I don’t hurt your feelings?...My gracious, I'm a 
floperoo. . -What? Oh, I do belt now and then?...Well, now, that’s better 
»+-I wouldn’t want to think I was smothering to death in a pot of honey 


-+-Eh, what?...You have an exclusive story for me?...Don’t be crazy... | 


I printed that two weeks ago. 








They buy the kindling for $1.50 and 


Modest Racket 


Tacoma, 
This burg probably has the most 
novel bootleggers in the U. S. They 
are call They 
rent a truck, go to a nearby mill 
of which there are plenty, buy a 
load of wood off the dump, load it| 
and begin a house to house. 
It takes two for the racket, one 
th drive and the other with the bull, 
“ie latter mostly former salesmen. 


Jan. 295. falls. They protit atte! 


paying the rent of the truck. 


split the 





oS Wood Bootieggers. Lee Chapin Paralyzed 
Los Angeles, Jan. 25. 

Lee R. Chapin, formerly with 
Gertrude Hoffmann productions and 
lately in pictures, is 
Military Home, West Los Angeies 
confined to a wheel chair 
paralysis of both legs. 


through 





j;carnival to date, 


start to sell for $5 or lower as night} 


in the VU. 8.) 





Fronts for Columist 





A well known Broadway 
columnist, his host and other 
guests were refused admit- 
tance by a class speakeasy in 
New York one night last 
week because of the presence 





in the party of the newspaper- 

man, | 
Management finally let the 

party in when the host gave 


would print no tip-off stuff re- 
garding the place, the address, 


or the customers present. 


Mex Will Grab Cheap 
Divorces Only, and 
Reno’s Glad, Sez Reno 


' 
Reno, Jan. 25. | 
| 


j 
| 
his word that the columnist | 
| 


} 











Mexico’s bid for the divorce busi- 
ness of America with its mail order 
privileges and three-day residence 
requirements is going to put a 





crimp in the cheap divorce trade | 
now fiowing into teno’s court} 
house. 

Reno attorneys, who take ‘em for | 


$50 or better, are looking for an 
awful slump in racket 
Mexican divorce mill starts grind-| 
ing. 

Mexican divorces, however, are 
not going to be very popular with 
clients who can squander a couple 
of grand for blue ribboned Reno 
diploma, it is contended by Reno's 
legal talent, who assert that pos- 
sibly the Mexican mill will keep lot 
of busted divorce seekers out of 
Reno and do the town a service. 

Nearly enough money was taken 
in by Reno county clerk last year 
in filing fees for divorce cases to 
build badly needed addition to 20- 
year-old court house and work is 
scheduled to start next spring. 

Nevada has no intention of tink- 
ering any more with divorce laws, 
regardless of Mexican threat or ac- 
tivities of Arkansas and Idaho in 
trying to break into business. Law- 
yers here are afraid that if state 
legislature ever starts to liberalize 
divorce law any further it is liable 
to be repealed entirely and the 
whole works kicked into the creek. 


soon as 





‘Buy British’ Worries 


Continent’s Casinos 


Paris, Jan. 14. 

French gambling casinos and re- 
sorts paid $10,000,000 taxes last year, 
half of which went to the state, 
balance to cities, etc. The three 
biggest taxpayers were the Munici- 
pal Casino in Cannes, the Gould 
Casino de la Mediterranee in Nice, 
and the Casino de la Foret at Le 
Touquet, each of them chipping in 
slightly over $800,000, with the Palm 
Beach in Cannes following with 
$680,000. Engbien, near Paris and 
the Promenade in Nice each about 
$560,000. All other French places 
are below half a million dollars, 

Deauville comes in only for $400,- 
000. Le Touquet’s heavy score can 
mostly be attributed to its proximity 
to England, with British visitors 
weekending there plenty. 

Touquet is much worried by Eng- 
lish propaganda to -keep English 
visitors in English resorts, which 
points out that English visitors in 
France have spent over $150,000,000, 
which would insure the prosperity 
of English resorts if it remained in 
the country. Monte Carlo Casino 
has nothing to do with the French 
government, being established in 
the independent principality of 
Monaco, 





Start on Mardi Gras 


New Orleans, Jan. 25. 
Annual Mardi Gras has been set 
for Feb. 9. 


fown, which has felt the depres- 
sion less than any other spot in 
the country, will make a strong 
drive to make this the top local 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. J. E. 
at Bronx Maternity hospital, New 


McInerney, son 


| liams. 


j 


York, Jan. 15. Father is advertising | 
contact man with Publix, 
Mr. and Mrs. George Snyder, 
daughter, Jan. 23, in New York.} 
iFather is of Lyons and Snyder 
(vaude), Mother was Jane May 
soubret. i 
Mr. and Mrs, Sid Silverman, son, | 
Tan, 23, in New York. Mother is} 
'ihe former Marie Saxon of musical 
| comedy. 





VARIETY er 








L. A’s City Hall Burns Boosters 
With Small Town Clown Tactics 





BOZO SAYS ‘YES’ 


Finally Breaks Silence in Wedding 
Gert Hayes 
Kansas City, Jan. BB. 


Thomas F. Bleistein and Mies 


i Gertrude Saffin, known profession- 


illy as Bozo Snyder and Gertrude 
Hayes, jr., burlesque soubret, were 
married on the stage of the Gayety 
theatre Thursday night (21) follow- 


| nig the regular performance of the 


stock burlesque show. 

The stage wedding had been play- 
ed up strong in the press from the 
angle that Bozo would have to 
break his silence and speak a line 
on the stage, and he did when he 
answered ‘I Will.’ 

Snyder and Miss Hayes have been 
featured during the last three weeks 
as guest artists at the Gayety, 





‘Officer’ Sonney Must 
Tell L. A. Labor Comm. 
About His Man, Harry 


Los Angeles, Jan. 25. 

Louis 8S. Sonney, proprietor of Of- 
ficer Sonney’s Historical Museum, 
traveling wax show, was summoned 
to the labor bureau today to say 
what Jacob (Ah, 
There) Freeman’s wage claim. 
wrote to the bureau 
Houston, where he 
claims to have stranded, saying his 
job with the show was ticket seller, 
manager, porter, laborer, lecturer, 
secretary, and janitor at $21 a week. 
After traveling with the show all 
over California and Arizona last 
year, he said he was fired Dec. 27 
because he asked for his wages 
four different times, 


Willing to Settle 


After deducting the four-bits 
nightly Sonney accused him of tak- 
ing out of the receipts for supper 
money, also $2.50 a day for board 
at Soney’s house in Los Angeles 
during a month Freeman said he 
was laid off from the show and 
made to do car-repairing and man- 
ual labor, Freeman figures Sonney 
owes him $876, He wrote the la- 
bor bureau he would call it square 
for $500 cash, or if Sonney would 
ship him at Houston some show 
paraphernalia stored in Sonney’s 
garage, he would call it quits for 
$100. 


Mass of documentary evidence 
sent on by Freeman to the labor 
bureau includes a typewritten let- 
ter from a member of Sonney’s 
family bawling out the disgruntled 
ex-employee on 19 counts. One 
paragraph was: ‘Why should Mr, 
Sonney pay @ man like you $80 a 
month? What drawing power was 
you with two big shows in Oakland 
in storage, one divorced wife, lost 
a $50,000 suit, now you're out to 
bluff an honest respectable citizen.’ 
For the information of the labor 
bureau, Freeman explains that Of- 
ficer Sonney is a tradename used 
by Sonney after he captured Roy 
Gardner, the mail bandit, and that 
he still carries a gun and hand- 
cuffs. 





about Harry 
Freeman 


from Texas, 





MARRIAGES 


Dorothy Wristen to Arthur 
Christy, New York, Jan. 20. Groom 
is a tympanist in Roxy orch, 


Alis M. Beaumont to Hugh W. 





Martin, London, Jan. 290. Groom 
was once with Met op asa Ricardo 
Martin. 

Mary Elizabeth Slaughter to Hal 
Kemp, Lake Charles, La., recently. 
Kemp is a bandmaster. 

Jacqueline Miller to John UH. 
Harris, Hollywood, Jan. 22. Bride is 
known on the screen as Lucille Wil- 
Groom is the Pittsburgh 
Warner theatre operator. 

Don Thompson, KPO San Fran- 
sco sports announcer, is to marry 
Augusta Martinez, non-pro 


Celia 
of Mexico City, Jan. 31. Rev. Paul 


Ci 


| Pitman, also a KPO broadcaster, | 
vill perform the ceremony. | 
Peggy Allenby to John Mc Govern, | 

in New York, Jan. 22. Miss Alle nby | 


divorced Robt. 
five years ago. 


Armstrong about} 
Groom is an ac tor. | 





Los Angeles, Jan. 26. 

While civic pride cails for Los 
Angeles to tell the world it’s the 
fifth largest city in the United 
States and the garden spot of the 
world, the mayor and councilmen of 
the city are working hard to win 
for it a reputation as the world's 
champ small town. 

City ordinances are loaded down 
with trick laws, making them sec- 
ond to Joe Miller’s efforts as funn) 
material. For instance, there’s the 
curfew law. Every night at nine 
o’clock the whistle blows announc- 
ing that all good juves should get 
off the streets and to bed. The law 
is never enforced, but a yell went 
up when someone suggested it was 
out of date and should be taken off 
the books. No, sir, it’s a good ole 
law, and thar she sticks, 

Saving Horses 

At present there is a new ordi- 
nance passed by the counci] and 
awaiting the mayor’s signature pro- 
hibiting parking of automobiles 
within 20 feet of any watering 
trough in the downtown section. 

Ever since Mayor Porter was 
24-sheeted for walking out of a ban- 
quet in Paris last year because wine 
was served he’s been trying to be 
the west coast edition of Jimmy 
Walker—only different. L. A. has 
been trying to live down the Paris 
episode, but too many long remem- 
bering writers keep bringing it up. 
Still the mayor sticks to his guns 
and helps clown up the town. 

When ‘Lysistrata’ was pulled it 
was suggested that the counci] and 
the mayor visit the show and decide 
for themselves if the performance 
was off color. They yelled murder. 
None of them would take a chance 
on their morals, Later it was dis- 
covered that one councilman had 
attended the show, The poor guy 
will never live it down. 

Nothing in L. A. to attract anyone 
who wants to move a leg after 
dinner, 


ACTRESS, MOTHER BACK 
TO SCHOOL FOR DEGREE 


Minneapolis, Jan. 26. 

Wilva Davis (Mrs. Paul Martin) 
has given up the stage temporarily 
to attend the University of Minne- 
sota. At the same time she’s caring 
for her seven-months-old twins and 
taking part in university dramatics. 
Her husband is a stage director. 

Mrs. Martin left college before 
graduating to embark on a stage 
career. She played with Walker 
Whiteside and also has appeared in 
New York. After obtaining her 
university degree she will return 
to the stage. 


HOT TEMPERS 


Infidelity, as Ground for 
Lysle Talbot’s Suit 














Besides 


or 


Dallas, Jan. 25. 

Claiming infidelity and tempera- 
ment, Lysle Talbot, lead for Show- 
house here, is suing his wife, Elaine 
Foster, for arvorce. Talbot alleges 
his frau is the daughter of wealthy 
New Yorkers and accustomed to 
live better than he could afford. Be- 
sides that, he admitted both of ’em 
sport hot tempers. 

Wife was in Showhouse cast until 
December, when James Hayden 
brought Talbot back. 


Fashion Gets 6 to 12 | 


Altoona, Pa., Jan. 25. 

Charles Fashion, operator of the 
only roadhouse near the city when 
he shot and killed his brother, Jo- 
seph Fashion, and wounded his owr 
wife in the roadhouse on Aug. 29, 
1931, was found guilty of voluntary 
manslaughter after a trial which 
required five days. Voluntary man- 
slaughter carries a pe nalty of six 





to 12 years. Sentence has been 
stayed pending the outcome of an 
appeal, 


Charles J. Margiotti, 


ney lawyer, whose suc: 


Punsutaw- 


essful pros- 





ecution of Glenn Dague and 


Irene 
Schroeder for the murder of Brady 
Paul, motor patrolman, in 1939, 
brought him wide recognition, 


based his case for Fashion on ‘un- 
written law’ and traumatic amnesia 


following a. blow on the head. 
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This department contains rewritten theatrica! news items as pub- 


San Francisco, Hollywood and London. — ' 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


ly papers of New York, Chicago, 
Variety takes no credit 








East 





June Knight discharged trom a 
Hartford hospital to take up re- 


hearsals with Ziegfeld musical. 





Mario Thomasini has bought the 
Italian rights to ‘Cynara.’ Wants to 
play the leading role himself. 





Milton Wallace, who went into the 
real estate business when ‘Abie’s 
Irish Rose’ finally quit, is to go back 
on the stage in ‘Blessed Event.’ 





Joe Zelli announces he has bought 
the rights to ‘Sacre Blue,’ by Jean 
Halevy. 





Daniel Poole, the Lincoln of ‘Tf 
Booth Had Missed,’ has never been 
on the stage, but has made lecture 
appearances, 





Milton Aborn going to Los Ange- 
les after he launches ‘Robin Hood.’ 





Chevalier to start his concert dates 
here Feb. 11. Plays a week and a 
half and then a quick road tour and 
back for his next film. 





Shaw’s ‘Too True to Be Good’ 
finally reaches Theatre Guild, and 
now being read. 





Washington theatre man declares 
that 90% of adverse theatre legisla- 
tion can be blamed on theatre em- 
ployees. Solon goes to the show, 
doesn’t get a seat or the usher tries 
to boss him, so he goes home and 
writes a bill. , 


— 





Earl Carroll’s uniformed service 
staff to give a ‘military’ ball on 
March 18. 





Katherine Cornell to spend her 
summer in the Tyrol resting and 
acquiring an Austrian accent for 
her part in next season’s play, 
‘Aline Corn.’ Expects to close her 
coming tour May 28. 





Mickey Walker 
again. This time the charge is as- 
sault. He and Jack Kearns are held 
in $9,000 in a Red Bank court on 
complaint of Earl Winters, who 
charges them with laying him cold 
with a hammer. Winters runs a 
filling station and recently was held 
up. When Walker and Kearns drove 
in for gas early of a morning, the 
attendant became scared and got a 
gun. Walker then beaned him. 


in the courts 





NBC attacking the Interstate 
Commerce Commission’s right to 
mix in radio affairs. Commercial 
firm complained to the commission 
that WGBB had refused service, and 
the I. C. C. tried to do something 
about it. 





Elizabeth Miele, who wrote ‘City 
Haul,’ announces that she has been 
engaged to adapt a Pirandello play 
for Shuberts, Title, ‘The New 
Colony.’ 





Lawrence Tibbett hurt while sing- 
ing in ‘Peter Ibbetson’ at Met op. 
Sliver of broken glass penetrated 


sole of his shoe and inflicted a deep 
gash, 





Louise Lerch, of Metropolitan 
opera, announces her engagement to 
Donald G. Brien, of Pittsburgh. Sang 
in the choir there before she went 
on the stage. Hitch due in July. 





Prohibs clean up the Opera club 
under the recent Fed decision, tak- 
ing everything but the walls. Other 
clubs with elaborate furnishings 
facing same _ destruction. Speak 
props worried. 





Washington announces sharp de- 
cline in theatre admission taxes for 
past six months. Off $304,332. 





Pola Negri in town for some spe- 
cial radio work, Looking well, con- 
sidering her illness, but down to 
90 pounds, 





Langdon Post introduces in N. Y. 
Assembly his bill to abolish state 
ov censors. No chance of pass- 

s. 





Wm. Sterk, German playwright, 
arrives to make several productions 
in that language. Once manager of 
Irving Place theatre, New York, 
when that house was devoted to 
German drama. 





Louis Birnbaum, vet. Jewish ac- 
tor-manager, back from _ Boston, 
and may open one of the down- 
town theatres, 





Paul Streger gets the rights to 
‘Pariser Platz 13,’ by Vicky Baum. 
Will be revised by the author and 


then done into English by Wm. 
Drake, who did ‘Grand Hotel’ trans- 
lation, 


Leach Cross, former boxer, takes 
out a license to marry Hildegarde 
Rendenback. A dentist now. 

Penthouse atop Columbia’s new 
broadcasting building, raided on 
Wednesday (20) and some liquor 


found. An officer of CBS issued a 
statement his co. does not own the 
building and that it had protested 
the speak. 


Norma Terriss, who left ‘Love Is 
All’ cast, gets two weeks’ salary in 
amicable arrangement with Vincent 
Youmans, She held a run-of-play 
contract. 


Frank Gillmore goes to Palm 
Beach to recuperate from an opera- 
tion. Will start on a Mediterranean 
cruise Feb, 3. 

Spencer Bettelheim asst. treas. of 
Music Box, received a citation and 
medal from city of Verdun for his 
war work. 


Murder in a 


picture theatre in 
Hazleton, Pa., Wednesday (20), 
caused a panic which permitted 


Chester Perminsky to escape from 
the Feeley theatre, but he was 
caught by police. His victim was 


Jos Pepas. Both laborers. Bullet 
passed throreh Pepa’s head and 
slightly wounded a woman, 
Contemplated hitch of Peggy 


Joyce to John L. DeRuyter is off. 
Peggy says society is all very well, 
but one cannot dine off the social 
register, 


Mischa Elman will not solo with 
the Philharmonic this season. Could 
not agree on program selections, 


Gene Tunney doing his reminis- 


censes for ‘Collier’s’ and says he 
has no ghost writer. 
Anthony Landi haled into court 


for back alimony by his wife, Aida. 
He told the court that as a musi- 
cian he was out of work and had 
been paying his $25 weekly ali- 
mony by making touches, and the 
touches were getting tougher to 
make. Court told him to go out 
and hustle harder, or else, 


‘Louder and Funnier’ now the title 
of Berlin-Hart musical. Due at the 
New Amsterdam Feb. 14, 


Victor House, lawyer, sues Con- 
key Whitehead, son of Coca-Cola 
family, for $8,180 for defending him 
when Frances Porter, show girl, 
sued him for breach of promise 
after he had caused her to be jailed 
in Havana for sticking hatpins in 
him, according to his account. She 
got back home and asked $500,000 
for seduction and breach. House 
eased the matter, but now has to 
sue for his own fees, he says. To 
make sure of getting it, he plastered 
one of Whitehead’s local bank ac- 
counts. 





Faby Adele, five-year old radio 
star, offered 12 weeks by Louis K. 
Sidney, not permitted to accept as 
Gerry society will not issue a stage 
permit. Youngster is sole support 
of a family of five, her father being 
unable to obtain work as a plumber. 





Morningside Players of Colombia 
university, present a three act play, 
‘Birth’ with the scenes laid in a 
maternity hospital. Authored by 
Mary McDougal Axelson. 


School for Social Research writes 
J. D. Rockefeller, Jr., asking that 
the murals in Radio City be painted 
by native artists. Told that native 
artists stand ‘as good a chance as 
foreigners, and probably better.’ 


Haskell Brown to put a musical 
score to ‘Charley's Aunt’ for Julian 
Wylie. Kenneth Furber will do the 
book. English production which may 
find its way over here. 


Road tour of ‘Cloudy With Show- 
ers’ ended in Boston Sat. (23), 


Amended complaint in Zenatello 
suit against Lily Pons for commis- 
sion, reveals that the singer’s in- 
come is around $100,000 a year. He 
wants 15% for persuading her to 
come to America and claims a 10- 
year contract. Suit removed from 
White Plains to New York and now 
cragging along here. 


Ganna Walska, nee Anna Enhorn, 
sued for a painting done by Victor 
Stemper, given a verdict in the 





supreme court when the case came 


to trial. Painter’s daughter was 
asking $10,000, Held that no con- 
tract existed. 





Harvard university slapped with 
a tax assessment of $1,400,000 on 
Keith’s theatre. Willed by the late 
A. Paul Keith to the University 
and Cardinal O’Connell. Harvard 
later purchased the Church’s share. 





Dr. Carleton Simon, former Deputy 
Police Commr., tells the Federation 
of Women’s Clubs that the pictures 
never made a criminal yet. Depends 
on home training, not what they see 
on the screen, he contends. 


Evelyn Hoey, musical comedy, 
suing Charles of the Ritz, Inc., for 
burrs -nd loss of hair sustained 
when a permanent wave machine 
got too hot last July while she was 
being crimped. Hearing before 
trial last week. 





Representatives of cigaret manu- 
facturers tell Congressional com- 
mittee that there is a profit of only 
$3.75 per thousand, of which the 
gov't gets $3. Argued that to raise 
the tax will also raise prices and 
drive consumers to rolling their 
own, as is now current in some 
states. Which would bring down 
the revenue instead of increasing it. 
Machine made fags already show- 
ing the effect of state taxation. 





Mare Connelly working on a new 
play. Has done nothing since ‘Green 
Pastures.’ 


‘The Night Remembers’ bought 
back from the Belasco estate. 


Frances Goodrich and _ Albert 
Hackett polishing off their new play. 
Wrote ‘Up Pops the Devil.’ 


Married last week, Peggy Allenby 
took an ap. op instead of a honey- 
moon. Went on the table at Roose- 
velt hosp. Sunday night. 


‘Town Topics,’ temporarily sus- 
pended, enjoined from selling stock 
to those who figure it the cheapest 
way to suppress a scandal story. 
Same action as was taken in the 
eases of the ‘Tattler’ and ‘American 
Sketch.’ ‘Topics’ will resume. 


Preston Foster, who opened in 
‘Adam Had Two Sons,’ quit after 
four days to fill a picture date on 
the Coast. 


Jacques Thibaud, violinist, ar- 
rived on the France last week for 
a concert tour covering’ three 
months, 





—_— 





Educational pictures occupied 
much of the time of the Nat. Board 
of Review at its annual session last 
week. Suggested that the pictures 
might be employed to teach new 
trades to the unemployed. 


Edith Barrett, 
closed in ‘Mrs. Moonlight’ to re- 
hearse Milne’s ‘They Don’t Mean 
Any Harm,’ played a date at the 
Doctor’s Hospital instead, losing her 
appendix. Successful, but play will 
be held over until next season, as it 
would start too late this Spring. 


who recently 





John Ringling in the N. Y. Surro- 
gate’s court to determine the ques- 
tion of his legal residence in the 
matter of the administration of his 
deceased wife’s estate. Under the 
N. Y. law his wife’s mother and 
sister would be entitled to share. 
In Florida Ringling would be sole 
beneficiary. He claimed Sarasota, 
his winter quarters, as his legal 
home. Backed by Mayor Walker, 
who revealed that he had offered 
the circus man the Park Commis- 
sionership, but Ringling was not a 


citizen. Mayor Hague, of Jersey 
City, also testified he had sought 


to claim Ringling as a citizen. 





Fifteen men arrested two weeks 
ago for loitering in Times Sq. dis- 
trict were freed in the magistrate’s 
court, but immediately rearrested 
for blocking the sidewalks. This 
charge was dismissed last week 
and the men are to talk things over 
with Comm. Mulrooney to seek a 
working agreement, 





George E. Stone likely to have the 
lead in ‘Sander the Great,’ by Ralph 
Astrofsky, when it is produced by 
New Yorker Guild. Not to be con- 
founded with ‘Zander the Great, 
which played a couple of years 
ago. 


Congress to consider a bill intro- 
duced by Rep. Dickstein, of N. Y., 


limiting admission of alien actors 
to those who can prove ‘distin- 
guished merit’ and show that 


American players are not available 
for that particular part. 





Richard Wolff, financial advisor 
to the Chinese govt., went on as a 
steward in the second act of ‘Ex- 
perience Unnecessary’ Thursday 
night. His brother, Walter, is one 
of the co-stars of the production 
and the appearance was merely a 
lark, 





Mitchell L. Erlanger in court to 
tell why he has not paid $28,730 bal- 
ance due Sedlitz & Van Baarn, in- 
terior decorators. His explanation 
that they covered his radiators and 





nearly froze him was so forcefully 





expressed that the plaintiffs asked 
that his ‘invidious acerbity’ be 
stricken from the record, but the 
court ruled he could be as acerb as 
he wished in teliing of his own 
home. 





Miriam Jordan, of ‘Cynara’ cast, | 
has received her first citizenship 
papers. She has been playing over 


here since 1927. 





June Brewster, with the road 
‘Vanities,’ walked without notice. 





Paderewski recital for unemployed 
set Feb. 8 at Mad. Sq. Garden. First 
time a single artist has ever sought 
to entertain in such huge structure 


Arch Selwyn announces that he 
and Charles Cochran will do ‘Caval- 
cade’ at the Met Opera House fol- 
lowing the singing season 

N. Y. Opera Comique goes co-op. 
Three productions still to be made 
this season. 








Sigourney Thayer preparing to 
stage ‘Bridal Wise,’ by Albert Hack- 
ett and Frances Goodrich. Madge 
Kennedy and Allen Kearns for 
leads. 


‘Band Wagon’ is using two re- 
volving stages, extra one being 
shipped to next stand. Cannot be 
moved with show as installation is 
too heavy. 


Dolores Ray of a B’way nitery 
asking police protection from Ed- 
ward T. J. Kaiser, said to be of 
Reading, Pa., who writes her love 
letters, 

DeForest television station at 
Passaic destroyed by fire Jan 22, 


including W2XCD, the broadcasting 
plant. Loss $50,000. 


Famous old Brevoort hotel goes 
chain Feb. 1. Raymond Orteig ex- 
plains he was unable to compete 
with the speaks. 





Rosita and Ramon winter cruis- 
ing to Havana with Rafael D’Aleva 
of El Patio. 


Francine Larrimore reading plays 
with the idea of starring herself 
next season, 


Now it’s ‘Through the Years’ in- 
stead 6f ‘Love Is All.’ Used to be 
‘Smilin’ Through.’ 


Howard Deighton, Chas. Ashlev 
and Jack Kelly, of Earl Carroll 
technical staff, doubling in bits in 
‘Vanities.’ 





Cops pinch Ralph Voight and 
Martin McCormick, barkers' for 


Minsky’s Republic, New York, be- 
cause they punctuated their remarks 
by slapping the posterior of a litho- 
graphed dancer. Judge held there 
was nothing particularly wrong in 
that and freed them. Then the cops 
pinched again, and again the men 
were sprung and the police were 
told to find a better charge than 
‘annoying pedestrians.’ Pedestrians 
seemed to enjoy it. 


Aleograph Co. suing in New Or- 
leans for a rehearing of its suit 
against Western Electric for patent 
infringement. Lost its appeal to U. 
S. Court of Appeals in New Orleans. 





Ethel Leginska forming a symph 
orch of 100 women for concerts at 
Carnegie Hall 





Coast 


Masquers’ Club will stage show 


for benefit 6f members in financial 
trouble, 


Ernest B. Schoedsack, director, 
returned from India, where he spent 
six months filming ‘Lives of a Ben- 
gal Lancer’ for Paramount. 


Zasu Pitts has filed suit for di- 
vorce against Tom Gallery, fight 
promoter, charging dcsertion. 

Peggy Prior von Eltz, actress, 
weds J. Moncure March in Febru- 
ary. 


Jack Holt enters cattle biz with 
C. E. Green in San Joaquin Valley. 

Tom Mix denies betrothal rumors 
to Mabel Ward. 





Kenneth Harlan sued for $642 in 
back wages by former employees of 
Pom Pom cafe. 


Estelle Taylor 
cast on neck, 
Christmas Eve. 


wearing 
caused by 


plaster 
accident 


Mary Nolan ordered to pay $45 
to Mrs. Emy Erach, back wages in 
Miss Nolan’s gown shop, 

Carmel Myers robbed of $20,000 
in jewels at her home by two thugs. 


Carmelita Geraghty sued for $828 
by Mrs. Inez Cunningham for per- 
sonal injury to her son, struck by 
Miss Geraghty’s car, 





Mary Miles Minter sued for $219 
by the Gilbert Stanley Underwood 
Co. on failure to pay for home dec- 
orating. 


Richard Barthelmess suing T. J, 


——S 
Dunnigan for $210,750 investea ; 


real estate deals. > 





Douglas Fairbanks was refunded 
$71,400 by treasury department for 
over-assessments in 1927-8-9, 





Peggy Carroll, actress, filed suit 
against Arnold Morand for divorce 
charging cruelty. , 





Sue Stevens and Mrs. Mary Rath. 
gett, actresses, arrested on charges 
of drunk driving. ’ 


Mid-West 





Roy W. Anderson, 48, owner of 
station KICK of Red Oak, Ia., com. 
mitted suicide by shooting himself 
through the head. He was married 
three times, last one only two 
months aga. 


With the Chi World’s Fair Com- 
mission meeting for the first time 
it was announced that the big event 
would come off as per schedule, 
June 1, 1933. 


Peggy Leaf, dancer, filed a divorce 
action against Theodore Klasen, 
manager of the Piccadilly, Chicago, 
Charges desertion. Couple were 
married in 1928, complaint alleges, 
and Mrs. Klasen was left in March 
of ’29, 


Joseph Mannix, dean of Min- 
neapolis newspapermen, is seriously 
ill there following complications 
from a cold, 


Tito Schipa, opera singer, is leav- 
ing the Chi opera to return to Italy 
and start a chicken ranch. 


Mrs. Wendell Hall, wife of the 
playwright and radio troubadour, 
lost $100,000 negligence suit against 
Dr. W. F. Grosvenor in Chicago. 





McCromick hotel, theatrical hos- 
telry, changed its name to the Croy- 
den. 

Riviera, 
netted 


Stickup at 
neighborhooder, 
cashier fainted. 


Chicago 
$150. Girl 


Mae Rothman, dancer, seriously 
injured when struck by a hit-and- 
run driver in Chicago. Emergency 
operation performed at St. Luke's. 


Fire in Kansas City ‘Star’ build- 
ing caused that newspaper $35,000 
damage. Included WDAF, paper's 
radio station. 





Encountering stiff opposition from 
theatre and amusement owners in 
accepting Chicago’s proposed 10% 
tax on gross receipts, original plan, 
drafted by Ald. James B. Waller, 
has been cut to 5%. 

Reduction is contained in amende- 
ment to the original issue at Wal- 
ler’s own request. Showmen and 
sport promoters are still shying 
clear of the issue and intend to go 
on fighting. 





Australia 





(Continued from page 17) 


opened in each state of commone- 
wealth. 

As the nabes only charge 25 
cents for a two-feature bill it is 
problematical whether the local lads 
and lassies will teel like paying a 
quarter just to see news clips. 


Union-Hoyt Fight 

A very bitter fight Is still waging 
between Greater Union Theatres 
and Hoyts. Latest move is for the 
Hoyt management to take yet an- 
other nabe house from G.U.T., and 
operate under their banner. A lit- 
tle while ago Fox took a nabe house 
from G.U.T., after a fierce fight. 
Despite the forming of a new com- 
pany, G.U.T. are fighting hard to 
make good against great odds. Both 
organizations are also fighting for 
film control, and Hoyts have just 
made a deal with Warners and 
Radio for their product to go into 
their houses. M.G.M. has switched 
over to G.U.T. after fighting with 
Hoyts on and off for some time. 
Paramount is now being shown in 
all Hoyt theatres. 


Fullers and Flesh Shows 


In a recent interview Sir Ben 
Fuller said he firmly believed the 
time not far distant when a great 
revival of flesh-and-blood shews 
would prevail in this country. Sir 
Ben said that his company had de- 
cided to go back into the revue- 
vaude idea again after some sea- 
sons in the talker field. Sir ben 
based his argument on the fact that 
the majority of events moved in 
circles and that the day of the only 
average talker was passing and he 
was of the opinion that only the 
highest entertainment talker fare 
could hope to make money in Aus- 
tralia. Hollywood producers were 
much to blame for continuously 
turning out the same type of pic- 
ture without a thought to the real 
taste of the public. Sir Ben stated 


also, that vaudeville was due for @ 
comeback providing the idea was 
handled properly and a quick 





change of acts was adhered to. 
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PIPING THE NEWS 


By Claude Binyon | 


DYNAMITE, K.0.’S ED RAN 





‘Upheaval in the studios has the 
Hollywood Blue Book in confusion.’ 
—Variety.’ 





Social Secretary — Madame, I 
have prepared your guest list for 
that $50,000 brawl you're tossing in 
the Hollywood Bowl. I’m worried, 
though; there have been so 
changes at the studios, 


many 





have to go 


Hostess — We'll 
through it with a fine comb. I} 
don’t want any bums spilling mud | 
on my rep as the town’s de iuxe | 


society gal. Who’s who? 

Ss. S—Right here at the top are 
Mr. and Mrs. John Jonjon. Mr. 
Jonjon is a London playwright who 
was brought here by Metro. 

Hostess—He sounds good to me. 

s. S.—Oh, he sounds all right, but 
Metro let him go. Then he took a 
job as script reader at Columbia 
because he says there’s more money 
in that than playwriting. 





Hostess—Cross him off, the rat 
Who's next? 

Ss. S—Ray Rand, the former 
Paramount star, who is now free- | 
lancing and living at the Y. M | 
GC; A. 

Hostess—How did his last picture 
do? j 


Ss. S.—$1,200 in Seattle. 
Hostess—Give him a 
Ss. S.—Then we have Mark Max, 


production head at Stupe Pictures 





Mickey. 


| plain the one thing her 


He took a 50% salary cut. 
Hostess—Is he still above the | 
$1,250 minimum. | 
Ss. S—He’s getting $1,225. | 
Hostess—N. G. Now what? 
S. S.—There’s no use going on 
They’re all wet blankets now. You'll 
have to dig up some new names, 


like Joe Bloat at Real Artistic Pic- 
tures. They took him out of the 
cutting department, washed his face 
and gave him a big private office as 


assistant to old man Artistic him- 
self. 

Hostess—Who else? 

S. S—And you should have 
Mazie McClanlon. The banker's 


representative at O-K-E is that way 
about her and she'll be a star in no 
time. 

Hostess—I won't have that Bowl 
filled with hussies. 

S. S—Remember how you got 
your own start, madame. 

Hostess—I like your nerve 

S. S.—What’s the use of. clown- 
ing? We've got to fill that Bowl 
or bust. 

Hostess — All right, 
tramp. 

S. S—You remember that little 
short guy who played the oboe at 
your last party? He’s a supervisor 
now because the doctor won't let 
him play the oboe any more. 

ig wer yg him. 

S.—If I can. 

- Fatt ee do you mean by 

that crack? 


invite the 


S. S—Why kid ourselves? No-* 


| teoric 


} By JACK PULASKI 

A straight smash to the chin with 
Which Billy Petrolle knocked out 
Eddie Ran in the sixth round at 
the Garden Friday (22) was the 
kind of a sock that every man would 


body will show up for this affair. 
Your husband has been demoted, 
with the duties of an-office boy. and | 
the whole town knows it. 

Ifostess—What shall I do? 





S. S—Whatever you do, don't |!ike to deliver—when he has to, It 
kill yourself. You haven't even | WS the finale of a corking fight, at- 
enough social standing to buy a |tended by a virtually capacity house. 
hillside burial lot. {Whole card good, which builds up 


Jimmy Johnstons match-making 


AMUSEMENT TOURNEY . ad e Fargo Express with the In- 


San Francisco, Jan. 25. ijun blanket had a busy time of it 

Scripps - Howard ‘News’ going after the first round. In that ses- 
heavily for theatrical sports tour- |sion the Pole from Cleveland was 
naments plugging a Feb. 16 golf|on the canvas three times, twice 
match between reps of all branches |from left hooks to the button. Ed- 


of the profesh. die took a nine count but once at 











Heavy enrollment already from |that time. 
the radio division with divot dig- | What made the match exciting 
gers from theatres and orchestras | was the way Ran came up fighting 
fast lining up. Owen Merrick, |at the second round bell after be- 
‘News’ sports writer, in .charge.|ing doused with ice water and 
Open to gals, too. A (Continued on page 48) 
’R 
ound the Square 
{ 
ee ee ee ee ee 











Bill Hepner’s Early Macriage 
Death of William Hepner recalls to the old-timers his marital troubles 
of some 30 years ago, when he was separated from his wife, Louise 
He started his wig-making business in Chicago and married Louis BP. 
Willis, a blonde cOmic opera singer of merit, who owed much of her me- 
rise to her husband’s insistent plugging. 


Engaged for a musical production which opened in Washington, she 


| took an affectionate leave of him at the train one evening and the next 
} morning he received a letter 


which started off with, ‘You once said you 
anything in the world to make me happy, and ran on to ex- 
happiness required was a divorce. 

While Hepner was still thinking it over she brought suit, naming as 
corespondent a sympathetic young woman, a guest at the hotel where he 
was stopping and who turned out to be an agent for the wife. 


would do 


Persistent Woman Annoyer 

A persistent heckling woman reappeared at the Beck theatre, New 
York, on a matinee day last week during a performance of ‘Reunion in 
Vienna.’ The woman ruined the second act with her audible exclama- 
tions, after having disturbed the first act. 

Following the second act the woman was forcibly removed. In the 
lobby at the time was Martin Beck, owner of theatre, which is leased to 
the Theatre Guild. A woman acquaintance of Beck’s suggested he have 
the woman taken to the boxoffice and refund her admission (balcony). 
Beck okayed the idea as a happy thought. 

Erlanger Distributed Wealth Before Death 

A. L. Erlanger is said to have distributed a considerable portion of his 
wealth some time prior to his death. His brother, Mitchell Erlanger, 
and one of his sisters, Ray Erlanger, who recently passed away, are be- 
lieved to have been the principal beneficiaries, 

Between the two the theatré man is reported to have divided around 
20 millions, further accounting’ for the present low estimate of the Er 
langer estate of not over 2% millions. 





Loop Nighters Apprehensive 

Chicago night club operators are walking around with an apprehensive 
look in their eyes as a result of the federal axing going on in New York 
spots, with costly furnishings ruined. It’s not the raids the local boys 
fear so much as the destruction of property. 

In a recent ruling Federal Judge Patterson upheld the rights of dry 
agents to seize equipment in liquor selling places. It was on this same 
statute that Texas Guinan’s ‘Planet Mars’ got the works the day before 





New Year's eve. 
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Who Lives at 
The Park Central? 


MONG guests at The Park Central 

are prominent leaders in every 
phase of human endeavor, Stars of 
the screen, musical comedy, vaudeville 
and drama, select it because of its quiet 
serenity, excellent service and proximity 
to all theatres and railroads terminals. 








Radio outlets....Electric refrigeration. ...Period 
salons and roof patios for private functions.. 
Swimming pool....Golf....and other features 
equally unusual and desirable. 


Largest Single Rooms 
in New York | 


PHONE CIRCLE 7-8000 


tral 


56 St. at 7th Ave., New York City 


General Manager 


4 
t 
-L. 4 


Naf” 








° 








H. A. LANZNER, 





|BILLY PETROLLE’S RIGHT | 





| from the ether, 


} 
i that surged 


Super-Showman’s Jazz Evangelism 


_— 


Broadway Smash to the Brethren 


By Ruth 





: | 
With the singing of an old time! 
revival chant peppered with vigor- 


ous negro rhythms, Father Devine | 
and his Heavenly Angels introduced | 
religious hotcha to 42nd _ Street 
Forty-five econds from Broadway 
inad fied office building, Jazz 
found the way back to its source 

th tumultuous, camp-shoutin 
Setettuale of the Southland. 

The colored preacher who goes by 
the 1 aculous name of Father 
Devine and whose werk is sustained 
by funds that he <« to extract 


isa showm: in of the 
rank, His presentation has 
comedy, mystery and a strong 
sock finish. No Broadway producer 
could ask for anything more. 

When his audience of 250 
seated, Father 1oOWing the 
value of a dramatic entrance—ap- 
peared in a corridor crammed with |} 
late-comers. A little man, he was 


nearly iway by 


first 
pep, 


was 
Devine—k1 


the welcome 


Sw € pt 


to meet him. Eestati 


| followers strained vocal cords 


l 
clamoring the Watchword of 
evening—the simple, halcyon syll- 
able, ‘Peace.’ ! 
The show started with the 
trating, psalm-singin’ alto of 
Mother Devine, leading in the 
troupe with spirited announce- | 
ment that ‘The Comforter Has 
Come.’ Expressed in lusty the | 
opinion was voiced at last 
chorus by the entire audience, white } 


the 


pene- 


the 


jazz, 


the 





Morris 
churehgoers carried away ‘ith 
Holy-Roller enthusiasm. 

Astray on Jazz 

Singing with ful hearts the 

coupe progressed < i wmatiorm 
Mi lé ‘at AY els 
ind I ip ¢ w nie Pp 1eE8d 8 
show “pring < ¢ er stage, he 
released a husky baritone, proclaim- 
ing ‘Jesus is in my joints, and He's 
keepin’ me alive,’ the gay tune ren- 
dered with Harlem's best obbing- 
knee, crazy-elbow delivery. Each 
verse allocated divi to some part 


body—eyes, ears, fingers and 


of the 


Continued on page 60) 


LEBLANG’S BACKING 


Legits 


2 Lightweight Moved inte 
Leblang Houses 

Moved over fron the Fulton te 
the Cohan Thursday (21), ‘Bride the 
Sun Shines On’ is now in Barney 
Klawyns charge. Lawrence Lange- 
ner, who first produced, is out. 

Leblang’s behind the ‘Bride’ move 
ing, and is now guaranteeing sal- 
aries, Same oifice understood te 
be instrumental in A. L. Jones take 
ing over ‘Brief Moment’ and shunte 


ing it to the Cort 


Searcity of shows a reason for 
the Leblang bolstering of feeble 
grossers. 
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REAL COMEDY HIT! ' 


A Church Mouse 


with BERT LYTELL, RUTH GORDON 


“48th, E. of B’way 
PLAYHGUSE Evenings at 8:45 
Matinees Wed. and Sat., 2:40 


THE DEVIL PASSES 


BENN W. LEVY’S LATEST COMEDY 
SUCCESS with this great east: 
ARTHUR BYRON, BASIL RATHBONE, 
ROBERT LORAINE, MARY NASH, 
DIANA WYNYARD, CECILIA LOFTUS, 
ERNEST THESIGER, ERNEST COSSART | 
SELWYN THEA., W. 42d St. Evs. 8:40, $1! to $3. | 
Mats. Thurs. and Sat., 2:40, $1 te $2.50. | 


MAX GORDON presents 


THE CAT and 
THE FIDDLE 


By JEROME KERN & OTTO HARBACH 
“Broadway has not heard  ilovelier 
music in its lfe.”—Gabriel, American. 
GLOBE Thea., B’way, 46th St. Evs. 8:30. 
Good Bale, Seats at Box Office, $1-$3.50. 
Mats. Wed. and Sat. at 2:30 


GILBERT MILLER presents 


HELEN HAYES 


in MOLNAR’S New Comedy 


GOOD FAIRY | 


“Ip one of the few triple-starred, im- 
mediately recommendable entertainments 
in town.”"—Gilbert Gabriel, American. 
HENRY MILULER’S Thea., 124 W. 434 St. 
Eves. 8:50. Mats. Thurs. and Sat., 2:40. 























LESLIE HOWARD | 


in PHILIP SARRY’S New Comedy | 


THE ANIMAL KINGDOM | 


“The 
ture.’ 





gratifying adven- | 
Herald Tribune. | 


season's most 
'—Percy Hammond, | 
Staged by Gilbert Miller 
BROADHURST Thea., 44th St. W. of B’y. | 
Eves. 8:40. Matinees Wed. and Sat., 2: 330. | 
ite 


EARL CARROLL © 
VANITIES ! 


with WILL WILLIAM MITCHELL | 
MAHONEY DEMAREST & DURANT 
Company of 200—60 Glittering Scenes 
75 of The World's Most ta -rmaae Girls 


Nights, Entire no heetra, $3 ? ntire 50c UP | 


At I nusual Bile any. 
0c to $2) 











| 


| 
| 
sa 


‘Roxy 


WED. and ‘SAT. MATINEES 
FARL CARROLL THEA., 7 Av. & 3 Bt. 


' 


LESLIE BANKS in | 


ee F OR | HENRY | 


- n W 
a spontaneous 
* dousty funny.’ 


zt farce | 
ose < —~ Times. 


with Helen Nigel Frieda 
CHANDLER BRUCE INESC ORT | 

BLJOU Fa t5th, W. of B'way, La. 4-0734 

| Evgs., 50. Mats. _W re = Sat., 2:40 


. [TH AVENUE 


O . 4 ; te F souk STREET 
‘Charlie Chan’ s Chance’ 


WARNER OFAND 


Stage... FRED WARING and the 
Sy neco-semphoni Orchestra 
MORTON DOWNEY lioxy Losemble 
| Bertnning Fridays. “The Rainbow 
vith George O'Brien 


On the 


Trail 


Gee 










Brosdwa 
47th Stee Ae 


MAYFAIR 


HELEN 
TWELVETREES 


Blazing Star of rar =.gd 
as the girl from 3 Place” { 


“PANAMA F LO” 
with 
CHARLES BIC KFORD 
ROBERT ARMSTRONG 
MARJORIE PETERSON 


“Sadie 






C B'way & 47th St. 
Mats. Daily 2:20 


Held Over for #d Week! 
Premier Vaudeville in Revee 
BEATRICE LILLIE 

GEORGE OLSEN one MUSIC 
FIFI D'ORS 

AL SIEGEL & LIC LIAN SHADE 
MILTON BERLE. 

and THE MILLS BROTHERS 



















SI st ST. 


Wed 


On Broadway 
Continuous Shows 
+ to Friday, Jan. 27 to 29 


JOHN BARRYMoR 
E 
BORIS KARLOFF jn, 


“THE MAD GENIUS” 















Bet. Lex. and 3d Ave. 


86th ST. Continuous Shews 


Wed. to Friday, Jan. 27 to 29 
JOHN ‘BARRY MORE 


“THE MAD GENIUS” 


6—RKO ACTS—6 
CLYDE COOK, Others 
















First Time at Popular Prices 


Wallace Beery Jackie Cooper 
ey in “The CHAMP” 


ar 
Fst 
On Stooe 
BENNY DAVIS 
ean Oreh. 


Fri.—Marie TOL in 


GARBO and 


NOVARRO 


In “MATA HARI" 


The Great 


| Vaudeville — WICOLA 
Berg- 


Magician—Willie Solar—Henry 
men Co—King ard Mire 
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Tuesday, January 26, 1939 








Paris 


Mail about ten days late. 

Mid winter weather mild. 

Bob Schless back to Paris. 
Pigalle theatre again closing. 
nid Bennett over praising gloves. 
H. T. Weld a hit on the Riviera. 


Frank Capra wants to see Berlin. 

Joel Hillman refusing publicity 
job. 

Paul Oscar flirting with Jacques 
Haik. 

Raquel Meller to sing in new 
show. 


Pauline Zaron at charity perform- 
ances, 

Sybil Thorndike on way to Switz- 
erland. 

Rubye de Remer sorry Ciroe’s has 
closed. 

Young France is taking up winter 
sports, 

Norma Mitchell going back to the 
States. 

Eva Le Gallienne to London with 
mother. 

Recoras 
the town. 


of ‘Cavalcade’ sweeping 


Arthur Fiedelbaum now a= ski 
champion. 

tamon Novarro engagement is 
postponed. 

More American operettas being 


considered. 
Mrs. Eddie Robinson likes styles 
on Riviera. 
Lora Hays wants two more shows 
this season, 
Somerset 
the Riviera. 
* 

Billy Reardon back to St. Moritz 
entertain, 
Alain de Leche off to 
see publisher. 

‘*Xathlyn Carver likes Paris and 


Maugham staying on 


to 


Berlin to 


kno it well, 

Beulah Livingstone resting after 
hectic holidays. 

Gary Cooper postcarding from 


Way up the Nile. 

Beatrice Wanger (Nadja) may go 
back to America. 

If you don't play Cvgbertson here 
it is just too bad. 

Ruth Dennen is anxious to return 
to Chicago pronto, 

Jimmy Shield would like to get 
rid of Paris lease. 


Spring in winter. 
Rowland Leigh off to Germany. 


Ethel Levey at the Binnie liale 
show. 

Pedelty’s night letter stuff in de- 
mand. 

H. M. Harwood to script for 
Metro. 

Heather Angel in car smash but 
unhurt, 

Gwen Farrar looking for a new 


partner. 
Len Urry back from America full 


of ideas. 

Lady Hadfield, aged 65, learning 
to hoof. 

‘Helen’ in stage rehearsal at the 
Adelphi. 

Philip Page writing Arthur Col- 


lins obit. 


John Stuart to Cairo for a Ger- 
man film. 
London hotels benefiting by fall 


of pound. 

London Pavilion now getting sec- 
ond runs. 

Norman Lindsay, the art man, 
over here. 

Henry Sherek in Oxford Street 
car smash. 

Metro now the heaviest adver- 
tiser here. 

Corinne Griffith still around the 
Dorchester. 

Ernest Fredman rapping Major 
Gale again. 

Francis Mangan latest victim of 


flu epidemic. 
George W. 
the Coventry. 


Pearson only eats at 


Mary Newcomb busy in the fox 
hunting field. 

Gina Malo gone pictures’ for 
Julius Hagen. 

Sam Morris denies he’s here on 
secret mission. 

Violet Loraine and hubby make 
films as hobby. 

Solly Joel's Berkshire mansion 
sold at auction. 

Cochran scheduled for new show 
at the Cambridge. 

Percy Nash is planning a new 
musical for Daly’s. 

Reactien in favor of auction 





Harry Pilecer showing his apart- 
ment off to visitors. 

‘Mon Jardin’ crowd now 
Jean Jaures section. 

Rober’, Flaherty family going to 
far off places to film. 

Again Renee Devillers wins Amer- 
icans in ‘“‘Mademoiselle. 

Fred Niblo chilcren being intro- 
duced to Champs Elysees. 

Four Marcel. .Achar. plays being 
considered for translation. 

Madeleine slipping another show 
in before return of Guitrys. 

Moly Picon would like to stay, but 
grosses are not satisfactory. 

And Paul Whiteman is popular 
here with his new recordings. 

Elek John Ludvig sending cards 
to Europe from his new office. 

Mrs. Reginald Fellowes 
gives news of her own parties. 

United Artists to show ‘Arrow- 
smith’ and ‘Greeks Had’ in preview. 

Michael Vosher, finance man, is 
cousin of Frank Vosper, dramatist. 

Raquel Meller in Maurice Ros- 
tand’s play at the Sarah Bernhardt. 


out to 


only 


Matt. Duffin working five hours 
daily up until close of Folies Ber- 
gere. 

Lenormand says the Theatre 
Guild let the option slip on his 
plays. 


Corinne Griffith in new English 
Paramount film wearing 
gowns. 


J. P. Wren sailing to Galveston 
two 


en route to Hollywood for 
months. 


American Embassy called on to 
German 


do some work with 
troubles. 


Andre Roosevelt selling 


ica shortly. 


Three Germen versions announced 
when they said they couldn't pay 


reparations. 


New Noel Coward show at Math- 
urins is his old and unsuccessful 


‘Home Chat.’ 
Rachel 


in offing here. 


American Aid Society helps peo- 
if they are 


ple back to the U. 
deserving. at $25. 
Maurice Rostand 


Ss. 
dividing 
movies. 


case against 


Noel Coward and George Bernard 
Shaw supposed to be collaborating 


on new South African show. 
Marcel Archard eating 


will ever be done in America. 


‘American Hits of 1921 and 1922’ 
a best selling record. Also revival 
of ‘If You Were the Only Boy in the 


We ol.’ 


Four armor plated warriors with 


spears and brown derbys ballyhoo- 
ing 
boulevards, 


Ezra Pound writing in the Swiss 


bi-monthly ‘Indice’ that current 
American literature is more inter- 
esting than French 


Paris 


‘Kriss’ 
for six countries and off to Amer- 


Berendt refusing Holly- 
wood offer because she has termer 


time 
between rehearsals and court. Has 


Danish 
pastry and wondering if his plays 


‘Connecticut Yankee’ on the 


bridge in this town. 
Many English film 
permits for Germany. 
Pat Whitcon:!;, out of it for years, 
coming back iu talkers. 
Billy Milton taking 
friends for motor rides. 

sill MeGann shooting exteriors for 
Warners at Teddington. 

Peter Burnup nearly drowned in 
last Winchelsea high sea. 

Cortez and Peggy conclude Can- 
adian Pacific hotel route. 

Gina Malo at the Twickenham 
Studios, for Julius Hagen. 

Norman Churchill, Winston’s son, 
doing interior decorating. 

Polly Walker and mother crazy 
about London’s funny streets. 

Philip Mead, great English ball- 
player, gone into hotel business. 

Arthur Jarratt, of Gaumont Brit- 
ish, has ideas about film reviews. 

They are nibbling for Jack Bu- 
chanan to broadcast in America. 

Eric Lindlater, American writer, 
doing features for the ‘Express.’ 

Reginald Denham spent an entire 
week at Limehouse for Paramount. 

MacDonald and Young casting 
‘Hold My Hand’ for provincial tour. 

Joe Greenwald wanted here for 
new show. Can’t accept, working. 

John Payne of Bramlin’s refuses 
to play golf if you count air shots. 

Fred Culpit’s niece, aged five, 
plugging her uncle’s cleverest magi- 
cian. 

United Artists paid for their own 
advertising of the Fairbanks pic- 
ture. 

Spring fashions for the gigolos 
reveal new lines here, there and 
there, 

Dora Maughan conferring with 
Home Office regarding her new 
revue. 

Aileen Stanley turned down Lon- 
don offer. Difference was £125 per 
week, 

Lee Ephraim reviving his old- 
time standby, ‘The Meanest Man on 
Earth.’ 

Savoy 
£600 from 
back rent. 


men refused 


American 


management claiming 
Bannister Howard as 


husband, teamed opposite her in a 
new talker. 

Edgar Wallace, from Hollywood, 
‘Daily Mail.’ 

Bertie Meyer 
bridge theatre, 
Stage Craft, Ltd. 

Carl Laemmle's eulogy of ‘Michael 
and Mary’ brought the film veteran 
plaudits in the tabs. 

Every agent in England is now a 
member of the Agents’ Association, 
except Stanley Wathon. 

Sam 
over the Dominion. Folks 
each other whether he’s an actor. 

One of the Genaro brothers (of 
the famous restaurant) taking the 
part of a waiter in a film. Back to 
the old job. 

Lord Londsdale finding it diffieult 


out of the Cam- 
but 


Harry Milton, Dorothy Bouchier’s 


so leisured he’s writing features for 


a director of 


Goldwyn'’s name in lights 
asking 


management eventually found him a 
seat in a box. 

Harry Lauder there too, and ru- 
mored he paid for the seat. 


Philip Braham, affectionately 
known as ‘Pa’ Graham, dabbles in 
medicine and is student of Charing 
Cross Hospital. 

Charles B. Cochran at Hipp. too, 
comparing show to Anderson's last 


here—‘League of Notions’—, under 
nis management. ? 
This British winter sport busi- 


ness a frost. Half the land covered 
in floods and the rest with no-de- 
pression slogans. 

Tiny Maitt (not the original but 
his brother) replacing Eddie Gross- 
Bart, American, at the Cafe de 
Paris. Opens Jan. 25. 





Havana 


By Rene Canizares 


Vincent Astor’s yacht in bay. 
Tourist season just a dream. 
Those gigolos at the Casino! 
CMW off the air temporarily. 
Pat Morgan back in Montmartre. 
Anthony J. Drexel Biddle around 
Plenty Montijos (Eugenie to you). 


Prieto Colli new mer. for War- 
ners. 

Mrs. J. Fisher, Chi radio singer, 
here. 

Miss Kelly p. a. for Presidente 
hotel. 

Side-walk cafes attracting the 
tourists. 

Ely Culbertson and family here 
relaxing. 

Helen Henderson on round-the- 


world trip. 

How those nags are running. No- 
body knows. 
Montparnasse 
construction. 
Bertha Reeves handling pub. 
Nacional hotel. 
Alhambra stag 
amateur nights, 
Jessie Ayers 
sang over CMC. 
The Hadley Sisters still 
beauty parlor biz. 
Antonio Sastre 
canto Par deluxer. 

Rosa Garcia Orellana, Cuban 
pran»s, sailing soon. 

Don Azpiazu’s ‘Peanut Vendor’ 
record selling even in Russia. 

Hilda Moreno flew here. Denies 
engagement to Banker Stillman. 

P. & O. S.S. discontinued daily 
sailing to Key West as passenger's 
few. 

Geo. Delacorte got front-page 
plug in Spanish rags with his story 
of ‘Ballyhoo’ rise, 

J. P. MeKnight of A. P. the only 
correspondent who sees” things 
rosy. He’s a poet. 

Hotel Inglaterra, facing Central 
Park, wants $3,000 month rental, 
and no takers yet. 

Louis May handling the ‘Who Is 
Who’ column in Havana ‘Post’. 
Charlie Houston named m. e. of 
that rag. 


Club still under 
for 
theatre staging 
Wilson of WLW 
in the 
new mer, of En- 


so- 





| Budapest 


By E. P. Jacobi 





Lajos Palagyl, actor of National 
theatre, dead. 

Boriska Kaldor back dancing at 
Royal Orpheum. 

‘Puffy’ Huszar, 
actor, has invested 
by the Danube. 

Antal Dereki, actor, 84, dead. He 
ai the first stage version of the 
Drevfus case thirty years ago. 

‘Blind Window,’ play by Boros, 
produced in America by the late 
David Belasco, vetoed by censor in 
Italy under the plea ‘too depress- 
ing!’ 

Alexander Marton, authors’ rep- 
resentative, who represents Molnar, 
Lengyel, Vajda, Hunyady, cele- 
brated his 60th birthday anniver- 
sary. 

Oscar Denes making so much 
money starring in ‘Viktoria and Her 
Hussar’ in Vienna, Berlin, and now 
in London, that he has bought a 
three-story apartment house here. 

On New Year's night there is some 
sort of show in every cafe and club 
in Budapest. Good actors in de- 


rotund screen 
in small farm 


mand. Sandor Rado, comic singer, 
held the record, performing in 19 
shows. 


Symptoms of depression: Theatre 
mag which keeps a record of Christ- 
mas presents received by prominent 
stage stars states that the over- 
whelming majority of presents were 
books. No jewels or furs under the 
Christmas trees. 

Film fan mag offered 2,000 pengo 
prize for best scenario submitted. 
Four thousand entered, but the prize 
was not awarded because none were 
good enough. Ten competitors got 
a 100 pengo prize each, and new en- 
tries are solicited. 

Recent visitors: Gitta Alpar home 
from Berlin, to introduce her fiance, 
Gustav Froelich, screen actor; Geza 
Bolvary, picture director; Maria 
Corda, Paul Abraham, composer; 
Karoly Noti, scenario writer; Mrs. 
Bartsch (Irene Palasthy), Joly Papp, 











to get into the Hippodrome. The 


ictress, 








The Hague 


Starting New Year's, petrol goes 


up 8 cents per gallon, due to new 
tax. 

Carl Flesch giving his last con- 
cert in The Hague nex* week, is re- 


tiring now for good. 

A. P. Haaxman, nestor of Dutch 
journalists, celebrated 85th _ birth- 
day, still going strong. 

Mrs. Budermann-van Dyk, for- 


merly starring operettas, celebrated 
her 80th birthday. She is in poor 
health, 

Queen 
hibit of 
made by 
travels. 

Holland gets its third sound- 
studio, sponsored by Loet C. Barn- 
steyn, distributor here of United 
Artists. 

Vangardists at The Hague started 


Wilhelmina 
sketches 
herself 


organizing ex- 
and paintings 
on her many 


their own ‘Liga’; object is screen- 
ing of 16 mm. films. Intend give 
four performances this season. 


Fritz Hirsch Operetta Co., which 
is very successful in Holland, going 
to Paris at invitation of Theatre 
Pigalle to do ‘Viktoria und ihr Hu- 
sar.’ 

Artists from Moscow headed by 
P. Pavlov touring Holland with a 
farce written by Gogol, ‘Der Re- 
visor.’ Box office considered high 
over here, top at $1.50. 

Carl Zuckmayer, author 
play ‘Der Hauptmann von 
nick,’ in Amsterdam to see 


of the 
Koepe- 
Dutch 


version of his play staged by Neder- 


Saalborn, 


landsch Tooneel with 


Berlin 
Dr. Frankfurter in Arosa. 
Albert Prejean to Vienna. 
Authors’ Association to be found- 
ed. 


Conrad Veidt plans a picture in 
Paris, 

Leo Mittler to make a feature in 
England. 

Paul Ludwig Stein and wife at 
St. Moritz. 

Anatol Litwak directing the new 


Jean Kipura picture. 

Josephine Rottmann, 
actress, committed suicide. 

Gus Schaefer back from New 
York and left next day for Prague. 

Maria Nemeth, from Vienna State 
Opera, to guest at Staedtische Oper 
here, 

Robert Neppach to take over pro- 
duction management of D. L. S., 
(German picture syndicate). 

Lil Dagover interviewed by War- 
ners from U. S. at first night of her 
picture made in Hollywood. 

Gerda Mueller, actress, to wed 
Lord Mayor Lohmueller, of Koe- 
nigsberg, and to retire from stage. 


Frankfort 


Maxim Gorki’s tragedy ‘Mutter’ 
(‘Mother’) will be performed at 
theatre in der Kommandanten- 
strasse. 


Karl Heinz Martin, stage director 
of Volksbueh theatre applying for 
lease of the Schiller theatre owned 
by the State. 

Guido Bagier, Tobis’ manager’s 
son, Wolfgang, will direct a film 
under the name of Wolfgang Loe, 
together with Herbert Selpin. 

Hugenberg, controlling majority 
of Ufa, and proprietor of Scherl 
editing company, plans to buy 
‘Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung.’ 

Brunislaw Huberman, violinist, 
played for charity but requested the 
microphone of broadcasting station 
to be removed as he worked for 
charity, he said, and not for radio 


New asked 


Film exploitation at low level. 

Lew Conrad’s Brookline, Mass., 
home robbed. 

Nate Goldberg landed pit leader 
job in Plymouth, vaude. 

Eli Raiche’s three-year-old son, 
Joseph, is a nifty drummer. 

Cambridge, Mass., School 
Drama folds for lack of funds. 

Bristol, R. I., holding up renewal 
of Alonzo Vail’s lease on town hall 
theatre. 

Shore Gardens, Nantasket Beach, 
Mass., dine and dance showplace, 
destroyed by fire. Loss $50,000. 

Portsmouth, N. H., starts Sunday 
shows and people from across the 
river in Maine prove to be good 
customers. 

Edgar B. Davis, famous angel of 
‘The Ladder,’ has lost his appeal in 
a $280,000 income tax suit won by 
the State of Massachusetts. : 

Joseph B. Hurl, manager of the 
State, Milford, Mass., got a real b. o. 
break. His friend, Francis X. Bush- 








of 


man, dropped in and talked to the 


audience. 


‘Ace’ Donovan, elephant trainer of 
0 missing by 
Worcester, Mass., woman at whose 


Los Angeles, reported 


home he had been visiting. Bor- 


rowed her coupe to go to Boston 


and hasn't been heard from since. 





<== 
Australia 

Hot. 

All the theatres open. 

Butter-an'-egzers in town. 

Fight game down and out. 


New Catholic radio station opens, 


Dance halls just about ready to 
quit. 


“hange of government 


° : peps up 
commercial life. 

Mauurice Diamond flops with 
revue idea. Two weeks enough. 
Mrs. Gravestock, wife of E. J, 
Gravestock, concert manager, dieg 
Joan Graham, daughter of Sir Ben 
Fuller, playing in pantomime for 
Dad. 


Gone are the night clubs and reg. 


ular night life of Sydney. Eleven. 
thiry spells curfew. 

Ethel Morrison will return to 
America following the Melbourne 


season of ‘As Husbands Go.’ 

Capitol, Sydney, will switch again 
from weekly change to long-run 
next week, opening with ‘The Squaw 
Man.’ 

‘Palmy Days’ will be given a long 
run try in every principal theatre 
over here under the G. U. T. man- 
agement. 


‘Children «* Dreams’ is in its sec. 


ond week in Sydney for G. U. T. 
Picture billed as successor to 
‘Viennese Nights.’ 

Ted Henkel, American conduce- 
tor, returns to America after four 


years’ stay. Henkel about the most 
popular foreign baton wielder to hit 
thes. shores. 

All the newspapers are now runeé 
ning a weekly department dealing 
with current talker programs. Most 
of the stuff sent out from the pub- 
licity departments. 

‘My Sin,’ originally booked into 
the Prince Edward for a ten days’ 
season now looks like staying at 
least four weeks. Unexpected trade 
probably due to the women appeal 
angle of the picture. Mel Lawton 
staging presentations of high order. 

Every management is looking for- 
ward to 1932 with high hopes and 
strongly of the opinion that Aus- 
tralia has at last turned the cor- 
ner. With the governmental change 
actually coming into force, and 
farmers having bumper harvests in 
wool and wheat, it now seems cer- 
tain that the New Year holds very 
bright prospects for a very happy 


future. 

Verne Byfield selling radio tima 

Cyrup Leger is really 30bby 
Reade. 

zady Cholmondoley back to 
Blighty. 


Emil Sauer becomes U. S. consul- 
general for Ontario. 


Watson Sisters home for a week 
and headlining at Shea’s. 


Globe burleycue reopens as Roxy 
with pix and vaude-awrful. 


Sydney Lenz in town; still exe 
plaining the bridge battle. 

Kim Meretsky buying pictures for 
his dad’s three Windsor houses. 


Bert (‘Telegram’) Biggs still talke 
ing about that Gallipoli campaign. 

Scribner's will bring out ‘All Over 
the Map,’ Gord Sinclair travel tome 

Jack Fisher and Dorothy Drew 
thumb their noses at depression and 
wed. 

Mayor threatens to fire city hall 
employees who arrive late or leave 
early. 

Jimmie Frise, creator of ‘Birdse 
eye Centre’ strip, becomes a papa 
again, 

Malcolm (‘Pink’) Goudy angling 
for contract renewal as p.a. for 
Sunnyside. 

All femme-slapping snipped here 
by movie censors who fear Canucks 
might get ideas. 

Hal Frank, ‘Saturday Night’ col- 
umnist, is Harold Sutton, whose 
aunt owns the rag. 

Nancy McDougald launches new 
‘Scribblers’ Club’ and snares 16 
Junior Leaguers for tone. Ff 

Doc Heustis, gen. sec. of Lord's 
Day Alliance, squawking about 
Sunday radio advertising with no- 
body caring. 

Leonard Sacks says Dempsey 
wants American dollars for his 4p- 
pearance here next week. Playfair 
Brown raving. 

Gordon Sparling, former director 
of Hart House theatre and latterly 
with Paramount, directing Canadas 
first industrial sound film. 

The Major Robert Herridges (he 
is Canadian ambassador to U. 5. 
and she is a sister of Dominions 
prime minister) will be storked 1n 
March. 


Harry (‘Red’) Foster makes 
talker-announced debut and does 
descriptive matter on Londos- 
Zacharias bout here for ASN 
Sports-Chat short. ; 
Cecil Eustace Smith, Canadian 


representative at the Winter Olym- 
pics for past three years, turns 
down similar offer and gives no re4- 
sons. She is really going to merry 
Teddy Gooderham. 
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TIMES SQUARE 


VARIETY 











——_— 


Broadway 


Sidney Salkow naying film offers. 
Johnny White back from Paris. 
Agnes Ayres seeing plays in New 


York. 
Joe Weston partnering with Billy 





De Rex. 

Elek Ludvigh to Havana today 
(Tuesday). 

Mort Milman wearing larger 
gized hats. 


George Barbier goes into Par’s 
‘Broken Wing.’ 

Jack Coombs around and lively 
after his operation. 

‘Aircaster’ of the ‘Journal's’ radio 
eolumn is Bide Dudley. 

Bill Crouch, trade paper reporter, 
had his nose made over. 


Irving Mills back at his desk. Still 





book is out, ‘Lady Gone Wild.’ The 
youthful authoress is the daughter 
of Demarest and Collette. 

Bob Wilby and Mike Kincey, 
Publix partners in North and South 
Carolina, were in New York iast 
week contacting home office. 

One speak in town hands out half 
of a paper match box as a rain 
check to customers who back away 
when the house drinks come too 
fast. 

At the Publix Metropolitan, Bos- 


ton, Tettrazini and Eva Tanguay, 
both on the stage, were billed out- 
side with the picture, ‘Two Kinds 


of Women.’ 
Victor Watson, managing editor of 





weak and taking it easy. 
Banton, 
contract 


grown 
Par. 


an ether 


Travis 
given new 
Helen Lynd 
Jan. 29 on NBC for Nestle. 
Milt Feld has fresh 
brought into his office daily. 
Sally O’Neil, Fox featured player, 
is reported in town on the sly. 
Channin name’ removed from 46th 
Street theatre, Shubert owned. 
Harold Franklin using the Para- 
mount Publix halls for huddles, 
Harry Tobias and Charlie Daniels 


by 


vets shot 


flowers 


on way to coast by automobile, 

Fred Burchill, ‘Times’ m. g., off 
to Europe for months and months. 

In the Berlin-Harris show an 
agent character is named Louie 
shurr. 

Mildred Weber embarrassed. A 
friend framed a marriage report 
on her. 

Ed Kook lighting a theatre in 


Madrid and claims a long-distance 
record. 

Ambassador, St. Louis, billed 
Zelma O’Neal as ‘Jack Haley’s Girl 
Friend.’ 

Ed Lenihan, 
etreet, has to 
to read. 


of 86th 
glasses 


bishop 
off his 


the 
take 


Ed Sullivan was right about the | 


Joe Bigelows. Imagine Lew a 
grandpop. 

Joe Laurie, Jr., says he's bringing 
back home a bulldog that Pulaski 
can’t bite. 


Dora Miller didn’t phone any of 


her friends during her last New 
York visit. 
A square newsdealer is using 


two colored song and dance boys to 
boost sales. 

Nellie Revell 
the Somerset. 
55th street. 

Popcorn joints getting nearly as 
numerous on Broadway as the juice 
dispensaries. 

Bill Gibbs now p. a. for the Rose 
Isle, munch, dance and chance ship 
off Long Beach. 

George Skouras slipped out of 
town for a few days last week on 
a secret mission. 

Kiki Roberts took a quiet film 
test with one of the major com- 
panies last week 

Hank Arnold, Sam 
former press agent in 
due in New York. 

‘Lasses Brown, formerly of vaude 


has departed from 
Taken apartment on 


Goldwyn's 
Holly wood, 


team Buford and Brown, running 
a spot in Harlem. 

Nelson Hess has lived in _ five 
6ub-leased apariments since he’s 
been in New York. 


Street wondering who'll win when 
Chet Erskin and Jed Harris get to- 
gether on that play. 

Playwright offered Jeane 
a hat if she’d read his script. 
asked for shoes, too. 

Joe Levy took his Bermuda trip 
just when it got warm here. Comes 
back and it turns cold. 

Martin Beck, Jim Turner and 
Roxy were on the Pinehurst, N. C., 
golf greens last week. 

Marion Gering brows Hollywood- 
Wards this week. He'll probably 
meet Oscar Serlin in Chi. 

Mary Lucas-Crawford is reported 
learning the brokerage business in 
a downtown New York office. 

Charlie Moskowitz of Loew's 
tossed a party last week upon his 
19th anniversary with the circuit, 

Some of the square’s low priced 
eatery drug stores having music 
with meals. Everything but m. c.’s. 

Borris Morris slipped Pres. Hoo- 
ver his right duke on a _ visit 
to Washington and is still thrilled. 

Book agent doing brisk business 
on Edgar Wallace fiction on the 
Radio lot, where Wallace is work- 
ing. 


Cohen 
She 


Needy Palsely, the Roxy toe dan- 
cer, fell at home, cutting her chin. 
Four stitches by Dr. Norman 
Taube. : 

The Madison avenue CBS bunch 
risked their social standing with a 
Visit to Broadway in broad daylight 
last week, 

The big theatre operating shot 
Who mispronounced ‘panacea’ and 
Was immediately called on it by a 
supernumerary. 

Harry Engel planning to attend 

€ winter Olympiad at Lake Placid. 

ouls Bernstein announces daugh- 
ter’s engagement. 


Francis Albertanti back from 
lami where he agented Tropical 


ark, new race track, reports start 
Of season not so good. 


Phyllis Gordon Demarest's first 


designer, | 


the ‘American,’ wrote a complaining 


etter to a New York picture house 
lafter his 12-year-old son saw} 
| ‘Frankenstein.’ 
Lillian ‘Sugar’ Bernstein, daugh- 


lisher, engaged to Frank Keiton. 
Kelton is radio exploitation man- 
ager for his intended father-in- 
law’s firm, Shapiro-LBernstein. 

George Olsen wanted $1,000 
weekly for his wife, Ethal Shutta, 
to sing from a box in his act at 
the Palace, currently. Palace told 
| George he and his orchestra were 
| sufficient, so Mrs. Olsen is singing 
for nothing. 


Winnipeg 
By Matt Corbett 
Cold spell on. 


Home vaude at Beacon, 
‘Frankenstein’ in second week. 


Christy Dunbar out to make a 
16m.m, picture. 
Scotchman delighted with Mac's 


theatre, two features for 15 cents. 
Little Theatre society broadcast 
|*The Woodcarver’s Wife’ over CKY. 
Winnipegs, Canada’‘s Olympic 
| hockey team, beaten 2—0 by Sel- 
| kirk. 
Irish 





Players pleased at Walker 


in their week of Irish plays; good 
business. 

Charlie Wright, ex stock direc- 
tor, negotiating for series of one- 


act plays in picture house. 
Employees of RKO Capitol given 


Janet Gaynor and Clark 
are voted the favorite film folk in 
‘Free Press’s’ popularity contest. 
‘Cimmaron’ is voted the best film 
of the year in contest. 


resume, now blows up and will not 
zo on, several members of cast 
fearing the bad publicity. 


Detroit 


By Lee Elman 


Local panhandlers content to bum 
cigs. 











field. 

Jere Jerreau 
Jean Goldkette. 

George Rector in town lecturing 
to cooking schools, etc. 

Wm. Bleakely getting married to 
Hlelen Munford, non-pro. 

Old-home week here for 
‘Pansy’ Sanborn last week. 

Things tough here. Forty-five 
medicos on the welfare list. 

Col. W. S. Butterfield and wife in 
Calif. for the rest of the winter. 

Danny Engle, recovering from his 
ap op, had to bar the femme vis- 
itors. 

Eni 
industry 
Fernando. 

Dorothy Daniels on the road with 
Olsen and Johnson, having joined 
the act here. 

Jack Welch in advance of ‘Every- 
body’s Welcome’ and the show can- 
celled after he left. 

Fddie Loughton 
if it’s not too late. 
three books weekly. 

Joan Madison playing in ‘Once in 
a Lifetime’ with Bonstelle stock, 
wearing a blond wig. 

Betty Kohn of Delbridge-Gorrell 
office promoted to cashier with Mar- 
tha Miller the new key puncher. 

Jimmie Gargano of the Michigan 


doing publicity for 


Fred 


Tani is back in the adagio 
with her former partner, 


mind 
or 


improving 
teads two 





| stage show, but doubled back in the 
pit. : 

Rene Howard, local, now p.a. for 
3en Bernie, visite2 home, but 
couldn't resist planting some stories 
with the local rags. 

Epidemic of broken arms at the 
Ronstelie Civic theatre. First the 
stage carpenter, then the secretary, 
and then Jessie Bonstelle herself. 





ter of Louis Bernstein, music pub-| 


yable 


Rumor makes front page of ‘F. 


Carl West slated to play center 


| orchestra had a speaking role inthe | 


Miami Beach 


By Beachcomber 





Quiet week for the raiders. 





opened last year with less than ten 
guests opened this year with about 


CHATTER 





chestra from Raybrook Inn gave 
the patients of the lodge a two- 
hour musical program during din- 
ner hour. Mrs. Katherine Murphy, 
superintendent, gave the boys a spe- 
cial N.V.A. spread. 





Crystal Palace, nabe. 
Censors canning ‘Frankenstein’ 
for province of Quebec. 


Vincent Astor is in town aboard Metropolitan vaudeville’ gives 
his yacht Nourmahal, patients flocks of laughs. Enter- 
Chorus is all but nude in first act|tainers included Dick Ferguson, 
of Villa Venice show in Miami} Douglas and Brooks, Ray and Ann 
Beach. taymond, Armstrong, Barlow and 
Now that the season is picking] Karl and Arthur Potter. Acts were 
up, the closing will be postponed | from the Nat Sobel office. | 
until March anyway. i | 

Signs of the times—swanky Em- | 
|} bassy club in Miami cuts tariff to} Montreal 
| five bucks Saturday nights, and four 
rest of the week. | —--—-— 
Night club attendance is feeling] pijy Rissctt out 
ithe competition of three private Winter b k oe ™ -zero wea 
| clubs—Indian Creek, Surf and Bath ies. 
} clubs in Miami Beach. ; : Glen Adne' hittine he keys 
Fifteen thousand out for the first .onin 
| day at the Miami Jockey club. Fol-|_ Bill Lester claims well-known 
low-up attendance has been fair |, orner in sizht 
and the handle not so bad. | Jack Denny on ether across Can- 
Henry King, whose orchestra is| aq twice a week. tr 
at the Embassy, goes in for polo as Warm winter and snow lack kills | 
a side line and pokes the ball with] .o,conal tourist biz 
the millionaires at Miami Beach. ‘Sis dosent? . - thi ale at | 
One Miami Beach hotel which) Zest, held for third week at! 
| 
| 
| 
| 


40. But they ain’t all like that. 


Jeannette Kelly, Bart Cahill, Irma 


show in Miami. 

One of those Little Theatre groups 
in Miami Beach has broken the 
world’s record. They admit they 
are amateurs and are not trying to 
uplift the drama. They are just 
trying to give a few plays and see if 
they themselves are any good. 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


George Harmon is better. 
There's cold in them thar hills. 
Write to those you know in Sar- 


anac, 

Jerry Vogel candied the gang 
again. 

Mike McMamee still abed, but 


holding his own, 
Sixty patients take this means of 





was much liked. 

Dave (DDH) Hall holding his 
own. Dave, Jr., active in local ama- 
teur productions, 

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Stone of the 
Nat Sobel office motored in to give 
t e lodge the once over. 


35’ ¢ Nathanson have , 
3 aR Roane erg Mee _Local paper here gives Bill Mor- 
Pt se 7 $10,000 000 Not con- | Tis: Jr., two columns on his recent 
‘ eple 5 teeta apg Sg Do-you-take-this-woman? 

Symes. Nathanson at present in Weather so mild here that little 
rh og Joy of Living,” Manitoba | @€ers are seen on the main stem 
: i ’ ; nightly without their furs. 

University production, called ‘im- From Nice. France. come 
ror — : I " a greet- 
moral’ by U. professors, allowed to|;,,. trom Frank Scully, ex-Sar- 


anacer and ‘Variety’ mugg. 

Charley Bordley and frau spent 
the holidays in Michigan. Motored 
all the way and gained weight. 

Doily Lewis, single vaudevillian, 
is a newcomer at the hill top lodge, 
run down a little, incipient. case. 

Bert Ford, after looking over his 
two offsprings in N. J., is back. In 
charge of the mail and newspapers. 

Tommy Abbott tried a week of 
the roaring forties and a little bit 
of the Bronx, but he is back ozoning 
it here, 

Lulu Gardiner of the dancing 
Gerdiners, is a newcomer at the 
lodge, run down and needs this kind 
of rest. 

Alice Carman left the 
department, now an all 
doing extra well, 
Astella, 

Constance Reeves, ex-N.V.A., do- 


infirmary 
up patient 
Same for Dan 


ing well with a downtown music 
studio. At her best and above 
normal. 

Dan Sherman and his family of 


six did a Texas cowboy act at the 
lodge—one hour of real Dan Sher- 


man entertainment. 

Doc Gordon Wrighter, former 
Poli Springfield manager, is now 
trying to sun und tan out that tired 
feeling at St. Petersburg, Fla. 

Dorothy Maxwell, Rochester, N. 


Y., returned 
hospital. Looks 
was a success, 
dancing soon. 
Frank Garfield, late of the Benny 


home after a siege at 
like the operation 
as she anticipates 





Ruben act, showing up to a 100% 
normal comeback. He is penciling 
acts and radio material. Drop him 
a line i. you need material. 

| Any of the theatrical profession 
lthat anticipates attending the 
'Olympic winter games at Lake 
Placil in February can get hotel 
and other information by writing 


‘Variety’ rep here. 
ester, Middlesex San, Wal- 


| Lee 


Davis, Jack Taylor, Lee Cantor, 
Hope Parker, Madie Davis, Doro- 
thea McGynn, Rosali and Chester 
Alexander are in the Club Bagdad |} 


D. Leduc using big reserves of 
‘soft answer’ for Censors. 
Montreal Symphony Orchestra 
saved and concerts continue. 
Morgan suffering severe razz on| 


Lady Martin-Harvey critique. 


‘Mamzelle Nitouche,’ all-French 
picture, creates record with third 
week. 

Red Tellier, benched for life in 
Canadian Rugby, is fighting de- 


cision. 


Confederation Amusement new 


nabe house, Chateau,’ opening 
lebruary. 

B. M. Garfield clears grand on 
week's gross, Rialto, north-end 
nabe house. 


George Nicholas handing out pro- 
nunciamentos to Eddie English. 
Both satisfied. 

David Lewis, first Jewish student 
to win Rhodes Scholarship, getting 
big hand all over town. 

Mininum of 5c admish tax, rising 
5c for every 25c and fraction above 
in resolution before provincial 





thanking Jerry Vogel for surprise 


their two weeks’ notice and house cmedhaiean 

to close. 'Twas thought the biz ackages, 

was prety fair. Joseph Parker up for the first 
Town praising James Dunn, Fox “ringed esa am pe ware. Mise 

star, to the skies; but they let the ce re i ws 

stock co. he played in go broke Simp Su ae de pra Mad ound 

when he was here. : B . Grant 


| of Pola 


Panama 


By Bea Drew 





Cabarets all did well New Years, 

Juanita Hansen passed through 
here on way to coast. 

Eddie Prumbull and his Miramar 
Club Orchestra are open for outside 
dates. 

Aztec Theatre, Panama City, gives 
a vaudeville show for 30 cents, pro- 
gram changed nightly. 

New cafe opened called the Rive 


iera. Has sidewalk tables, garden, 
curb service and everything. 

Mary Lee Kelly admits she’s 
broke but won’t worry. Mary Lee 
is the Texas Guinan of Panama, 

New Inn, Santa Clara, opened in 
ithe interior 80 miles from Panama 
Cily. Bie week-end bustin Only 
place of its kind 

Kelly Ritz has a new show with 
| Bea Adams, Barbara Barnes, Betty 
Zane, Sue Rose, Mae Kennedy Mil- 
dred Kay and others, 

Joe Brandt of Columbia pictures, 
|} With M1 R 1dt and so Gerald, 
| visited Panama and were guests of 
| Robert Wilcox, Panama _ theatre 
owner 

Post office in Balboa seizes chain 


letter supposed to be in the interests 
Negri. Even here the chain 
letter gag has become a pest. 

Babe Darling, cated to New York 


iby father’s illness, was married to 
Philip Seigel, Ca*> 11] Zone employee 
| the day before si.- sailed. Next day 
the new husl d lost his job, 


Lorraine Devere aiso of the Happy- 


land Cabaret was married to Joe 
Smart Ancon, Canal Zone police- 
man, 

Colon 


Club formed in Balboa, 
looking for site to 
dancing school, 


Book 
Lopez Sisters 
open 


New entertainers for the Atlantic 


are Pharry Sisters and Teresita 
Espana, 
France Field’s minstrel show 


headed by Jack Wade, at the Colon 
Theatre. 

Joe’s Submarine, one of the oldest 
cafes in Colon, sold to Ed Cornelius 
and Jack Pettit. 

Veterans of Foreign Wars are 
having a benefit vaudeville show at 
Balboa club house. 25 acts showing. 

Mrs. Louis Santorani who ran the 
Jardin cabaret in Panama 14 years 
ago has returned and opened @ 
cabaret in Colon, 

Girls from Bilgray’s are acting as 





House. 

Operators closed out of nabe 
houses come back with action 
against three theatres, Grenada, 
Rivoli and Amherst, for illegal 
opening on Sundays. Permit for 
action granted by Prime Minister 
of Province and will be heard 


shortly. Sunday shows illegal here, 
but law never enforced. 
Delegation to Prime 
Taschereau at Quebec in 
against proposed increased amuse- 
ment tax, made up of George 
Nicholas, United Amusements: 
Maurice West, Provincial Theatres’ 
Association; George Tabot, Con- 
federated Theatres, Limited: and 
Laurence I. Bearg, Famous Players; 
receives virtual turn-down. 


Minister 
protest 


Loop i 


Harry Lenetska a 
town for several days. 

Mike Marco in town for a day and 
beseiged from all sides. 

Kary] Norman in from the coast, 
visiting his relatives here. 

Harry Rose's pipes went gaga on 
him his second day at the Palace. 

Martin Freed, Jolson’s musical di- 
—" never gets out of soup and 
fish. 


stranger in 


Dave Dubin, who had an ap op 
a couple of weeks ago, on his feet 
again, 

Nate Wolf, former booker for 


Publix in Minneapolis, back in this, 
his home town. 

Max Balaban leaving for Florida 
and a few weeks away from the 
picture business. 

Coon Sanders no like New York 
for the usual reason and are pining 
for another spot. 

Much yelping around the B. & K. 
offices due to the sudden slashing 
of pass privileges, 


sen Pollack jumped in from 
Minneapolis after the cafe he was 
working burned down, 

Among the week’s CBS callers 


were Jess Butcher and Ken Boyce 
from the New York office. 


George Meighan has returned 
from Sarasota and now finishing 


up the Ringling shows’ schedules, 
Beverly White has a collection of 
old-time circus pictures running 


back in the early years of the cen- 
tury. 

Joe Morris (Morris and Camp- 
nell), Eddie J ert and Bert Gor- 


don finding it 
at bridge. 
Ashton Stevens still the busiest 
handshaker at the legit premieres, 
and Lloyd Lewis the most retiring 
of the critical chaingang. 
Al Williamson is slated to put on 


igh to get a fourth 





| before his alma mater 


tham, Mass., just went through a | 


ij serious operation that was success- 


ful. Doctor says Lee clowns so 
much he had the nurses in stitches 
Lee suys he’s the guy that got the 
j; etite ne 


1 Lari y Kelly and his Jazz live or- 


| 


i ‘graduate-who-made-good’ act 
lilinois Wes- 
in, broadcasting 
part 

Oo. B 
Miller of 


with a talk on 

of the routine. 
Hanson and Bill 
the NBC New 


ley 
iS 

(Skeets) 
York staff 


|} in town to arrange the preliminaries 


| 


for the 
casts, 


political conventions broad- 
Only five,months in advance. 


models at the Colon Theatre, show- 
ing goods from Panama's largest 
department store. 
Eleanor Van and 
are dancing in the 
Cabaret, also putting 
with Llona Gears. 
Cullen Moore, Panamanian sing- 
er at the Broadway was stabbed in 


Bobby Jacques 
College Club 
on numbers 


the neck by his common law wife, 
Rosetta Barratts, entertainer. 
Bad Boy Babe Schube of the 


Tourist Club in trouble again. Broke 
down door to get a drink. He will 
pay damage, but no action taken. 

Angie Reed, May Chatelaine, 
Vivian Luce and Bobby Matthews, 
entertainers at the Atlantic, re- 
turned to their rooms to find that 
robbers had entered and taken 
$1,500 in cash and jewelry. 

Charlie Hintman who came to 
Panama 25 years ago as singer with 
the first moving pictures, leaves to 
visit his mother in California for 
the first time. Hit a chance game 
for $5,000 and decided he needed a 
vacation. At one time owned a 
cabaret and had plenty of money; 
now works as bartender. 

New talent from California for 
silgrays are Dorothy Kellog, Hilda 
Ostendorf, Louise Robinson and 
Peggy Watkins. Two of Bilgray’s 
little girls were fined by the Pana- 
ma customs for smuggling. Helen 
Walker's sailor fiiend bought her 
a trunk in the Canal Zone commis- 
sary. She resold it to Blanche La 
Rue. Miss Walker told the custom 
officials she could do as she wished 
with her gift. They thought dif- 
ferently and fined each girl $25. Had 
Miss Walker kept gift trunk, all 
would have been well. But when she 





resold it the trouble started, 
By Humphrey Doulens 
Cecil Holm joins the Weston 
colony. 


Jessie Busley is vis¢ting the Mof- 
fat Johnstons. 

Helen Lowell signed for ‘Paradise 
Alley’ skit on WLWL. 


Mrs. Leo Marsh has recovered en- 
tirely from her operation. 
The open winter is actually 


making this place a resort. 
Horace McMahon in Neighbor 

William Manley’s ‘Wild Waves.’ 
Jo Mielziner and Annie Laurie 

Jaques were married here without 


fuss Jan. 16. 

Rowland Schwebel, formerly on 
the stage as Albert Rowland, weds 
Irene Hannon. 


George Harris, promising Norwalk 
tenor, sings for Dr. Sigmund Spaeth 
on Station WEAF. 

Allie Hamilton, manager of the 
Publix Empress at South Norwalk, 
seriously ill at Norwalk hospital. 

Kathleen Comegys, Camilla Crume 
and Greek Evans, all professionals, 
will judge first community dramatic 





tournament at South Norwalk Wed. 
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Hollywood 


Frank Condon back from Pebble 
Beach. 

Rouben 
Springs. 

Andy Hervey on a mustache- 
raising spree. 

Jack Edwards off to Cincinnati to 
p.a. for RKO. 

B. P. Schulberg’s secs are raw to- 
mato enthusiasts. 

Mary Doran went for a new bus 
at the auto show. 

Walter S. Butterfield on his an- 
nual winter vacash here. 

Taft Schreiber confined to his 
home with an infected eye. 

Frank Garbutt, Jr., back 
dio as asst. studio manager. 





Mamoulian to Palm 


at Ra- 


Newspaper man fell asleep in 
Radio’s publicity department. 
Tom Gallery in Florida, figur- 


ing on promoting a fight in’ Miami. 

Enrico Tatto of ‘Mundo Al Dio,’ 
Argentine mag, is here for material. 

Norman Cerf and Florence Deitch 
were married. Next day he lost his 
job. 

Beatrice Sidney, mother of Sylvia 
Sidney, sailing to New York via the 
canal Feb. 1. 

Hank Goldenberg on a diet to cut 
weight. His wife out after a battle 
with the flu. 

Ray Heindorf leaves the Jimmy 
Grier orchestra to handle free-lance 
studio arranging. 

William Fleming French, editor in 
chief of Boyce Publications, coming 
for a look and material. 

Ken Dailey threatening to hiber- 
nate in that mountain cabin until 
vaude comes back again. 

John Barrymore ‘buying hilltop 
lots in Beverly Hills, awaiting that 
long-delayed real estate boom. 

Bern Bernard says he didn’t know 
he belonged to a mountain club un- 
til they haled him into court for 
back dues. 

Alex Cuscaden, former automo- 
bile editor of the ‘Examiner,’ is now 
head of the copy desk on the Frisco 
‘Chronicle.’ 

Louis Stevens, Radio writer, 
leaves this week for France long 
enough to turn out a couple of 
novels and a play. 

Norma Shearer on the Warners- 
First National lot to be made up 
by Perc Westmore. Then back to 
Metro for ‘Strange Interlude’ tests. 

Allied Theatre Owners of South- 
érn California is preparing a mem- 
bership drive to boost its enroll- 
ment, now containing 125 members. 

Robert Clairmont, former New 
York literary angel, and his wife, 
Tex Bartley, are in Hollywood. 
Clairmont is looking for a studio 
job. 

Paul Green, professor at the U of 
North Carolina, and playwright, is 
expected at Warners next week to 
write an adaptation for ‘Cabin in 
the Cotton.’ 

Jack Edwards is easing back into 
legit production, with Frederick 
Warde and Ruth Helen Davis in a 
dramatic recital at the Wilshire 
Ebell Feb. 2 for a starter, 

Menus at Universal’s restaurant 
announce a regular lunch for 75 
cents. Also ‘Special Car] Laemmle, 
Sr., lunch, prepared by Mr. Laem- 
mle’s personal cook, $1.25.’ 

Reorganization of the Radio 
Publicity dept. following the release 
of Phil Gersdorf, Tommy Loughan, 
and Herb Moulton, switches Perry 
Leiber from planting to fan mags 
and art and Andy Hervey in as 
planter in addition to exploitation 
and personals. Ben Markson as- 
sumes the trailer division with his 
prior duties. 

Catholic Motion Picture Guild’s 
Postponed gambol will be built into 
a regular performance of ‘The Fall 
Guy’ at El Capitan theatre Feb, 8. 
Play is by James Gleason, president 

of the Guild, and stars him and 
Mrs. Gleason. Gambol’s acts will be 
worked in before the show and dur- 
ing intermissions, with Johnny 
Hines and Neil Hamilton m. c.’ing. 
Larry Ceballos is staging. 

Simultaneous with the Lambs 
gambol east Jan. 17 was the coast 
version at Lakeside Country club. 
Present were John Sheehan, collie; 
Edwin Burke, Robert Woolsey, Bert 
Robinson, Mitchell Lewis, Charlie 
Williams, George Barbier, Francis 
x. Donegan, George Meeker, Arthur 
Pierson, John Wray, John Ruther- 
ford, Lorin Raker, Neal Mackay and 
Willard Robertson. 





Reno 





A foot of snow on Reno’s streets 
Summed up the traffic. 

California Ski Club tournament 
for Reno postponed until February 
as ski course not ready for event. 

Wages of gambling game dealers 
have been cut to $7.50 and $10 per 
day from the $12.50 and $15 top of 
last summer. 

Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr., is now 
connected with a new dude ranch 
near Las Vegas in southern Ne- 
vada, leaving Reno flat. 

Elsie Dempsey, sister of Jack, has 
been doing winter sports stunts 


around Reno for the past few 
weeks. She lives in Salt Lake City. 
Plans for comeback of Jack 


Dempsey here in July still simmer- 
ing with business men trying to dig 


up 100 grand to finance the prelimi- 
nary ballyhoo. 

Nancy Hoyt Curtis stepped into 
the Reno colony a few days ago and 
says she expects to spend an ex- 
citing six weeks acquiring a Nevada 
residence and_  chillblains, She's 
here to divorce Ted Curtis. 

Lucy Cotton, here to divorce her 
third husband, is killing time learn- 
ing contract, She spent a term in 
teno a few months ago and then 
took on another husband, who will 
not contest the divorce action. 

Belle Livingstone, looking for a 
place to light, has tied up with the 
Comstock club, a hole in the wall 
place fixed up like a ‘mine. Belle is 
conducting what she calls a day 
school for divorces, where they can 
acquire the lowdown on everything 
going on in Reno. 


Salt Lake City 


By Phil Lasky 








Ping-pong going over. 


More snow in Salt Lake than in 
last five years. 


Stock at Playhouse under man- 
agement of Huron Blyden doing 
well. 

Eddie Diamond, old theatrical fig- 
ure in Salt Lake, managing Elks 
charity show. 


Marathon dancing contest started 
at Granda Hall, Wednesday (29). Ed 
Stoker, hall manager, promoting. 
Harry Golub, R-K-Orpheum man- 
ager, personally appearing on RKO 
local quarter hour at KSL as m. c. 
and singer. 

Dick Forscutt’s band leaving 
Wally Stewart’s Green Dragon afier 
an eight-year engagement. Ray 
Bradford’s band slated in. 

Local motion picture operators’ 
union still on the air with weekly 
talks attempting to steer trade to 
the recognized union houses. 

Val Valente, in for one week at 
opening of the Cocoanut Grove ball- 
room, has been held over indefinitely. 
Ballroom was formerly a minnie golf 
course. 

Utah Ski Club holding regular 


matches at Ecker Hill, Salt Lake, 
and Becker Hill, Ogden. Alf Engen, 
several times world champion, 
drawing card. 

Musicians’ union raised radio 


rates. Better-known musicians, who 
have had majority of the work at 
studios, objected. Obscure players 
pushed it over. 

Val Valente and orchestra left 
Cocoanut Grove after eight weeks. 
Frank © Cookson’s orchestra and 
Brobst’s band, both local, each play- 
ing three nights weekly. 

A new stock company, National 
Players, directed by Huron L. Bly- 
den, opened at Playhouse. George 
Barnes is to lead, together with 
Lorene Lane. 50c. top will prevail. 
Chief of Police J. E. Burbidge out 
after 14 years. Tex Payne, ex- 
government man, appointed by new 
city commission to take over police 
department. Complete reorganiza- 
tion threatened. 


= 





Denver 


Colorado Authors League elect 
Mrs. Blanche McNeal president. 

Geraldine Dimney, inspector at 
Universal exchange, died last week. 

Marguerite Darrow Givens, mu- 
sician and dancer, suing Charles W. 
Givens, Jr., actor, for divorce. 

A. M. Oberfelder has returned 
from a two weeks’ trip with his 
‘Apple Cart’ company in the middle 
west. 

Sam Dunevitz, Vitaphone booker, 
and Dena Geller, Denver girl, mar- 
ried. Immediately after Sam was 
drawn for jury duty—and had to 
serve, 

Mrs. Lottie E. Van Antwerp, 
mother of the Denham lead, Albert 
Van Antwerp, died here as the re- 
sult of a fall. 

Total of $1,910,666 paid for auto 
licenses in Colorado in 1931, $9,447 
more than 1930. Passenger cars 
dropped 484, trucks increased 396. 

Holden Swiger addressed Colo- 
rado White House Conference on 
Child Health and Protection as it 
related to pictures and the theatre. 

J. T. Sheffield returns to Denver 
the first of next month for his suit 
against Thos. Sullivan, T. J. Nolan 
and others over the Gothic theatre. 

Radio engineers, here looking for 
new site for KOA transmitter, to be 
moved 30 or 40 miles from Denver 
when power is increased from 12,- 
500 to 50,000 watts. 

District Attorney Earl Wetten- 
gell bans sale in Denver of ‘Bally- 
hoo’, ‘Hooey’, ‘Hulabaloo’, ‘Slapstick’ 
and ‘Baloney’, following protests by 
Parent-Teacher and other groups. 

The following out-of-town exhibs 
were seen on the row: Ben Snyder 
and Chas. Eilebrecht, Gunnison, 
Colo.; J. F. Carper, Lafayette, Colo.; 
Leo Peterson, Rapid City, S.-.D.; 
Chas. Klein, Deadwood, S. D.; 
Harry McDonald, Crawford, Neb.; 
Fred Lind, Steamboat Springs, 
Colo., and Sam Cain, Pueblo, Colo. 








Toledo 


By Dick McGeorge 





Bill Rydman practices golf at 
work. 


Chan 
viewer. 
Barry Shedd out with the Boy 
Scouts. 
Plum 
referee, 
Robert French, Jr., to the Detroit 
Free Press, 
Jack Shawn and Joe Gournin have 
left WSPD. 
Lou Waterman’s orchestra in at 
the Gardens. 
Plenty of small non-union orches- 
tras in town. ; 
Ray Humphries has re-organized 
his Serenaders. . 
Jimmy Ward moves from Harry's 
to Club Rendezvous. 
The Valentine marquee is as keen 
as any on the street. 
Bing Crosby shorts used as fillers 
for Pantheon programs. 
Florence Boycheff, Toledo singer, 
known in New York, dies. 
Ted Lewis in this week and Cab 
Calloway next at the Paramount. 
Paramount, one of the Publix 
houses to book ‘Girl Crazy.’ In two 
weeks, 
Benny Ross, formerly m. ¢. at the 
Par. has been booked by RKO for a 
stage appearance. 
With the closing of the Granada, 
as first run de luxer, the street has 
another second run grind. 
Auto show a hit, with Toledo 
made car, the Willys, not making 
any sensation. New models in the 
offing. 
After several days with an or- 
chestra in the studio, WSPD has 
given the band a two week notice. 
Mystery. 
Empire can’t get set on burleycue. 
After three opening weeks of stock, 
the house went Columbia for two 
weeks and is now back in stock. 
When ‘Union Depot’ comes _ to 
town, mers. are wondering what 
kind of a tieup the Pantheon will 
have. Toledo besides being known 
as one of the worst show towns in 
the U. S., also has lousiest station. 
Steve Stevens is a poor corres- 


pondent. 
Cleveland 


By Gienn C. Pullen 


Acker a new ‘Blade’ re- 


Whipple as a _ basketball 








Third dark week for legit Hanna. 

Maurice Spitalny taking up hand- 
ball. 

Jean Harlow for Loew's State 
Feb. 12. 

Peaches Browning slated for Ca- 
meo (burlesk). 
‘Harry Zimm, 
shifted to Albany. 
Katharine Wick Kelly 
rest in New York. 

Film star’s doubles contest held 
for local food show. 

Isham Jones off for four weeks 
in the so-called tanks. 

Ballyhoo okayed by cops after 
first ordered off stands. 

W. C. Scott, ex-aviator, here to 
see his wife, Lillian Roth. 

Les Morris, ex-Loew p. a, now 
in door-to-door advertising. 

Troy Singer of Club Madrid names 
three-week old baby Evelyn. 

Molly Son, dancer, signed for 
Harry Carroll’s new vaude act. 

Outdoor artificial ice rink latest 
wrinkle, despite warm weather. 

Norman Zuck’s wife from Detroit 
is blessed-eventing next month. 

Music Box folds, seeking a new 
angel or change of management. 

Leo Kirkel, Myron Roman's fid- 
dler, also becomes a lunchcarrier. 

Bill Williams, former p. a., turns 
newspaperman again for small town 
sheet, 

Don Carlos back at Ohio’s door, 
replacing Charles Rahal, who goes 
to Allen, 

Durries Crane of Union Club go- 
ing to Hotel New Yorker as assist- 
ant manager. 

Bill Gray, Ohio manager, claims 
to be one of oldest members of 
Lambs Club. 

Kay Kronic, new radio contralto 
heralded as a find, making debut 
over WTAM. 

C. J. Latta dickering with Cleve- 
land Orphans Choir for Warner 
movie shorts. 

Toni Silvestro putting girl wait- 
ers into his nitery for day hours 
and men at night. 

Engineers Hall being wired, to 
open as a foreign film house, spon- 
sored by society folk. 

Frankie Hines still looking pros- 
perous and not worried in spite of 
his indefinite vacation. 

Paul Whiteman opening at Pal- 
ace, doubling in local auto show 
opening Saturday (23). 

Hal Kemp back from Dallas at 
Golden Pheasant with a new wife, 
formerly Betsy Slauter. 

Benefit dinner dance thrown for 
unemployed theatre men by Cleve- 
land Motion Picture Club. 

Downtown dance spots dickering 
with taxi company to give free 
transportation to patrons. 


Palace organist, 


taking a 





Four of Hipp’s ushers pinched for 
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painting ballyhoo signs for ‘For- 
bidden’ on downtown streets. 

Small wine bricks passed out by 
Hipp as movie plug, with notice 
that they shouldn't be used to make 
wine, 

Maurice Chevalier booked into 
Public Music Hall by Zucker and 
Labowitz, who clicked with Cantor- 
Jessel show. 

Knox Strachan, Keith manager, 
may carry face scar as result of 
auto accident in which he nearly 
bit his tongue off. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





Club Mirador latest nite spot to 
fold. 


Dick Powell at the Enright for a 
week, 


Looks like four dark weeks for 
Alvin. 


Danny Nirella‘s father used to be 
a cop in the land of olives. 


WTAM in Cleveland has changed 


Kay Kronick’s moniker to Kay 
Donna, 
Block and Sully know enough 


parlor games to keep a party going 
for days. 

Eleanor (Mrs. Joe) Penner is as 
witty off-stage as her better-half is 
funny on. 


Joe Hiller and Harvey Gaul both 


drive around town in lemon-hued 
roadsters. 
Lew Pollack kicked—but not too 


hard—on his billing at the Enright 
last week. 


Herman Bernstein celebrated 
opening of ‘Electra’ here with a new 
double-breasted Tuxedo. 


Majority of local cricks insisted 
‘Animal Kingdom’ didn’t have a 
chance when it opened here, 


There’s an apple-seller at a down- 
town intersection who’s a dead 
ringer for Lawrence Tibbett. 


‘Post-Gazette’ staff presented Ray 
Sprigle with a horse at the fare- 
well dinner for the outgoing city ed. 

Mo Glanz, Jimmy Balmer and 
Harold Lund accompanied Johnny 
Harris to the coast for his wedding. 

John M’Nulty and Florence 
Fisher Parry doing dramatic col- 
umn for the ‘Press’ on alternate 
days. 

Tech drama school capitalized on 
O’Neill’s ‘Electra’ by putting on the 
‘Electra’ of Euripides at the same 
time. 

Jesse Block hasn’t missed an 
issue of ‘Variety’ in 14 years and 
is fit to be tied when he doesn’t get 
it in time. 

Bill Zeiler, the Stanley’s asst. 
manager, spent his day off, Sun- 
day, in Stubenville and saw, of all 
things, three movies. 

Ed Pendergast, the newshound, 
discovered he had a radio voice 
while introducing Father Cox over 
the air the other day. 

How that ‘anything over $2 is 
pure philanthropy’ line in John 
Gilbert’s ‘West of Broadway’ got by 
the censors is puzzling the local 
mob. 

Percy Boyd sez Otis Skinner lost 
lines of ‘Shooting of Dan McGrew’ 
here in his mike debut some years 
ago and had to quit in the middle 
of it. 

Florence Reed and Judith Ander- 
son thought vengeful thoughts of 
local first-nighters when they didn’t 
get a hand on their entrance in the 
O'Neill trilogy. 

One of the local cricks wanted to 
round the day out right by taking 
poison after he had seen ‘Karama- 
zov’ in the afternoon anl ‘Mourn- 
ing Becomes Electra’ at night, 


Hartford 


By M. H. Hammer 








Henry Needles back after trip to 
Havana. 

Frank Morin 
operation, 

What a gay sketch is Miss Car- 
mody, Henry Needles’ secretary. 

Israel Chancupp takes his coat 
off the moment he lands in his of- 
fice. 

Dave Daniels, Capitol p. a., 
thinks initials means Personal Ap- 
pearance, 

Bill Maloney, State, knows more 
jokes and tells them better than 
any other manager in town. 

Shubuff beams proudly upon his 
recent achievements in the way of 
Capitol theatre lobby display. 

Increase in flapper trade at Regal 
credited to William Flannagan, 
Beau Brummel of Hartfordites. 

Phil Rose now handling publicity 
for Warners’ Hartford theatres. 
tose is state editor of the ‘Courant.’ 

Russ Rhodes, former vice-counsel 
to England and ‘Courant’ staff cor- 
respondent, now appearing on the 
stage in New York. 

Parsons’ Theatre has biggest take 
in years, playing ‘Strange Inter- 
lude’ at half price, and restau- 
rants do biggest supper business 
since the depression started. 


improving after 
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Louisville 


By M. W. Hall 





Friday openings popular. 

A. B. McCoy, Alamo manager, il] 
few days. 

Automobile show attendance com. 
pares favorably with other years, 


The Kentucky legislature has un. 
der consideration an amusement tax, 


Kentucky Nite Club making go of 
it. Features Chi talent and Milburn 
Stone. 


Bebe White and six choristerg 
added to the Kane Brothers’ bur. 
lesque. 


Ballard Chefs of WHAS 
ing in person at 
houses, 

Harry Martin with ‘Crazy Quilt’ 
and ‘Vanities’ profits is in black for 
season. 

Dan Thompson, picture critic ‘The 
Times,’ began series radio talks 
over WHAS. 

Dr. Raymond A. Kent, president 
U. of L., asks 500 employees to take 
10% saiary cut. 

Brown and _ Rialto struggling 
against odds. Brown putting up 
good fight with exploitation. 

‘Crazy Quilt,’ rowdiest show of 
years, was applauded by biggest 
crowds Louisville has seen in three 
years. 

Marion Green, drammer dammer 
of ‘Times’ as well as society editor, 
left Tuesday for two months’ tour 
of Europe. 

Gayety burlesque now running 
dresses girls in near-nothing, fea- 
turing strips, yet manages to keep 
out of trouble. 

Brown's signs, ‘Louisville is to 
have a new Union Depot’ kept 
newspaper offices busy explaining 
thing was a gag. 

George R. Newman, managing 
editor of ‘H-P’ for years and let out 
by J. B. Gallagher, new publisher, 
committed suicide. 

Leo J. Heer, sec. and meg. direc- 
tor of Louisville Convention and 
Publicity League, resigns to go to 
Jamestown, N, Y., job. 

The body of Mrs. Veta Daniels, 
36, former cowgirl and rodeo per- 
former, laid unclaimed in under- 
taker’s as sequel to shooting scrap. 

Madrid changed policy after Ken- 
tucky Nite Club copped lot of nite 
club biz. Imported Gene Austin 
Orchestra and introduced floor show. 

Walter A. Davis, glib promoter, 
vanished after hiring 30 pajama- 
clad would-be waitresses for Holly- 
wood Inn, a new dance and dine 
place, 

Mrs. Patrick J. Hurley, wife of War 
Secretary, in Falls Cities to chris- 
ten new steamboat built at Jeffer- 


.S appear« 
neighborhood 


sonville' and named in honor of 
Mark Twain. 
Louisville Educational Associa- 


tion and the Louisville Classroom 
Teachers’ Association cancelled Dr. 
Harry Elmer Barnes’ lecture before 
their combined groups because of 
his ‘radical’ views on subject of sex. 





Tacoma 


By Harry Smith 





Alky now selling for $7 gal. 

Snow blizzards quite the thing. 

Clem Pope regular visitor to Se- 
attle. 

Gasoline war on, Sell it as low 
as 15 cents. 

Boys and girls did a little skating 
on the ponds. 

Nice juicy oranges 2 doz. 17 cents. 
This is a low. 

Giving away 2 doughnuts with 
each cup of java. 

Two Chinese gamblers fined $250 
and admit bus. bad. 

Local eds of all three sheets don’t 
cover wrestling shows. 

Police pick up marble tombstone 
in alley. It’s a mystery. 

One of the big eateries serving 
tea free every afternoon. 


Big eggs selling for 17c doz. 
Chickens 15c Ib., dressed. 
Les Carlson, Ledger auto ed, 


walks to work or trolleys. 

Big service station opens. 
read ‘free air.’ Big crowd. 

Politicians are bestirring them- 
selves for election next month. 

Frank S. Baker, local publisher, 
brings good tidings from New York. 

Women’s rest room on main stem 
closed by city dads to cut expense. 

Dept. store floorwalkers, spats 
and all, now eating at jit beaneries. 

Speaks selling rot smoke at 10 
— Canned heat business in the 
red. 

Louise Hunt, ‘Daily Ledger’ sob- 
bie, now doing drama for morning 
paper. 

Cork Maybin, out of work news 
man, now p. a. for unemployment 
bureau. 

Local big haberdashery advertis- 
ing $7 allowance on old suits and $9 
on old overcoat. 

Roberts Bros., local bon ton groc- 
ers, shut down on credits to ritzy 
but hungry customers. 7 

Irvine Foy (3 Foys) at local RKO 


Ads 


suffered severe illness here. Act 
left bill, owing to illness. : 
Hi Green, dramatic ‘Trib’ scrib, 


smallest man in local journalism. 
Only a little over 3 feet tall, but 
oh my! 

McCormacks, former owners of 
big dept. store which went to clean- 
ers, buying back stock at 20c on 
dollar from receiver. Micht reopen 
in old Colonial theatre site. 


ah 
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Minneapolis 
By LES REES 





Stock market rise bringing cheer 
‘jalto. 
eee many snowstorms not good 
show biz. ar 
for iI Tilden here for exhibition 
tennis match. 
Ted Shawn Dancers draw 
ood houses at Metropolitan. 
One of mayor’s ex-vice investi- 
tors arrested for prowling. 
Hinda Wausau held over by Gay- 
ock burlesque for third week. 


two 


ety st h 
Local independent exchanges 

claim to be doing well despite de- 
pesion, 


es5oa 
P" ploise Rowan, 
and .Denver @aramount 

*k in town. 
erga Co-operative Alliance, 
reform organization, waging war on 
gepicy literature. : - 

Mark Williams, recording cowboy 
crooner, a staff entertainer for radio 
station KSTP here. ; : 

Columbia gave invitation preview 
of ‘Forbidden’ a week in advance of 
its RKO Orpheum showing. 

United Artists’ Pantages used 
second non-U. A. picture last week 
—'The Guilty Generation,’ a Colum- 
bia release. 

More than 5,000 braved blizzard to 
attend ‘Prosperity Ball’ for unem- 
ployment relief at Auditorium, $3,000 
peing realized. 

Junior Leaguers, town’s leading 
society girls, getting newspaper 
publicity on box-office tie-up with 
Zainbridge stock. 

Eddie 2uben, former Minnesota 
fullback and now Publix. division 
manager here, gets his winter exer- 
cise playing handball. 

M. E. Goldhammer, fermer War- 
ner Brothers’ exchange manager 
here, now a member of local Colum- 
bia exchange’s sales staff. 

Fistic battle between two red-hot 
local rivals, Daniels and Lasky, 
drew, crowd of 12,000 and gate of 
over $20,000 at Auditorium. 

Harold Kaplan, Minnesota alum- 
nus and now Minnesota theatre 
manager, gets his house nice fra- 
ternity pledge night tie-up. 

Capacity crowd attends welcom- 
ing dinner for Bernie Bierman, new 
University of Minnesota football 
coach, at three bucks a plate. 

Wilva Davis, former leading lady 
for Walker Whiteside, attending 
University of Minnesota in addition 
to caring for her seven months’ old 
twins. 

H. E. Kelly promoted from assist- 
ant to manager of Publix Grand, 
succeeding Dave Wells, resigned. 
Roland McGee, from St. Paul, Kelly’s 
assistant, 

Because he disregarded traffic 
tags, J. Allen McGough, demon U. A. 
Pantages publicity man, must keep 
his brand new big Packard car off 
Minneapolis streets for one year, 


former Minnesota 
organist, 


Columbus 
By Walt Harvest 

Jean La Roe in Cinci and happy. 

Dinty Moore ill but staying on 
job. 

Ward Farrar still gets 
weekly letters from the west. 

Sy Bartlett develops bad cold 
during one-week stay in rains. 

Gus Anagnost being pepped about 
additional stand just out of town. 

Rusty Parker's boys still keep 
crowds coming despite depression. 

Harold G. Davidson goes in as 
music critic on ‘Ohio State Journal.’ 

Freddy Ostreicher, the town's boy 
critic, turns in last review. Goes 
to new job out of Ohio. 

Bob French conducting weekly 
radio program interview with celebs 
appearing on local stages. 

Milt Caniff solely on theatrical 
art work and ads as paper career 
ends temporarily, at least. 

Alice White will long remember 
Columbus as arrangements prac- 
tically completed here last week for 
return to film’s on year’s contract. 


those 





Syracuse 


By Chester B. Bahn 


Raymond B. Jones, managing di- 


‘ rector of the Paramount, convales- 


cent following flu. 

Tom McCoy, formerly of the New 
York ‘World-Telegram,’ now head 
of the ‘Herald’ art department. 

Harold Talbots has reopened the 
Harvard for Phil Smith, Boston cir- 
cuit head, to whom the house has 
reverted, 

Keith’s celebrating its 12th birth- 
day this week with house's first 
treasurer, William J. Tubbert, now 
Manager, 

toxie, East Syracuse theatre, 
dark for several months, has re- 
opened with Frank Sardina and H. 
M. Brown as operators. 

Milton Feld in town last week in 
connection with the Paramount. So 
was David E. (‘Skip’) Weshner, 
ditto with Warners’ Strand. 

‘ Woman from Monte Carlo’ lasted 

three days at the Strand, Warner 
Show window, being replaced by 
Piffany’s ‘Murder at Midnight.’ 

Conrad Nagel will be Hollywood's 
“pokesman at the fifth anniversary 
dinner of the Cinema Critics Club, 


‘Hera 


sc] 


eduled for Schrafft’s Feb. 3. 
Eckel, which recently experiment- 


ed with a ‘flesh’ attraction (Radio | the 


Cowboys) besides film program, will 





ila’-sponsored fan organization, | 





have another next week in Frank 
Kneeland’s band. Act will bolster 
‘Sidewalks of New York,’ passed up 
by Loew’s State. 

Managers of all up-state Fox 
houses, taken over by the Skouras 
brothers, gathered here Thursday 
for personal interviews with the 
new operators. The brothers de- 
nied themselves to reporters, shrink- 
ing violet attitude leaving the pa- 
pers puzzled. 


New Haven 


By H. M. Bone 





Betty Friedman over that cold. 





Civic Orch. clicked again in sec- | 


ond concert. 


| 





San Antonio 


By W. E. Keys 





Jimmie Rogers planning a tent 
show. 

Coates Gwynne okay again after 
bad spell. 

Majestic’s headliners broadcasting 
via KTSA, 

Publix-Azteec renews 
bridge lessons. 


those free 


Kon Nam, town’s only Chinese 
spot, active again. 

Aztec to twice weekly change, 
Sunday and Thursday. 

Julia Dawn, Toledo’s personality 


organist, is at Aztec for run. 
Joe Laurie Jr. broke records for 
mail when on Majestic bill recently. 
Air is full of stations below 


Mary Jackson doing sets for Little | #10 Grande, all plugging something. 


Theatre's next. 


City dads take 20% pay cut and 


Cab Calloway has a colored valet | reg slash other employes 15 and 


named Harold, 

Louis Sobol just can’t stay away 
from this burg. 

I. J. Hoffman booking acts for 
Roger Sherman. 

Mort Semon out as Roger Sher- 
man stage producer. 

Harvey Cocks working up an im- 
pression of Mr. Hyde. 

Arthur Benline now 
Father Knickerbocker. 


}and 
working for | 


| 


Al Ocamp is now taking a lot of | 


lip from those Ubangi. 

George Smith still talks about 
that oversize Xmas card. 

Junior Leaguers to break out in 
revue at Shubert in April. 

Those staff changes always leave 
Freddy Scoville a survivor. 

Tom Brown comes from the old 
school of theatre operators. 

Joe Farre] resents stage gags 
about Derby—his birthplace. 

‘Strange Interlude’ doing a week 
currently at Shubert at $2 top. 

Howard twins at Yale registering 
over CBS with Eight Sons of Eli. 

Ike Lowenthal’s big moment was 
when they made him a Mason at 62. 

Wm. Lyon Phelps presided at an- 
nual meet of Little Theatre Friday 
(22). 

Sol Spinelli and Jimmie Odrich 
doing an in and out with Par stage 
band. 

Give Henry Busse a camera and 


flourishing. 

Mrs. E. D. Eldridge on the mend, 

Howard, nabe, introducing vaude 
Sat. nites only. 

Harry LaVietes, Albert Robbins 
and E. G. Levy in Washington to 
protest proposed theatre tax. ; 

Editorial comment on_ police 
movie censor gave Bronx cheer to 
authorities on political angle of job. 

Local druggist takes rap at sand- 
wich-selling competitors with adv. 
‘Where Pharmacy is a Profession— 
Not a Side Line.’ 

Town looked White Wayish with 
J. J. Shubert, Cueenie Smith, Kiki 
Roberts, Carl] Randall, Cab Callo- 
way and others a week ago. 








Des Moines 


By R. W. Moorhead 





Town's kids are Mickey-Mouse- 
minded. 
Willard Moore, former manager 


Paramount, vacationing in Fla. 


Doc Lawson dividing time be- 
tween Younker tea rooms and Pla- 
Lan. 


Ilza Niemack teaching violin here 
and also joining local symphony as 
solo violinist. 

Eleanor Taylor to Hollywood to 
live with sis and bro-in-law, the 
Pat O’Briens. 

Leo P. Hannaher, famed hoofer 
of 20 years ago, now supt. of parks, 
Clinton, Iowa. 

3etty Hanna guest of Jonathan 
Hole’s folk while here with Wm. 
Gillett’s company. 

Russian troupe at Hoyt Sherman 
Place in ‘The Blue Bird.’ Auspices 
D. M. Music association. 

Supposed suicide of Roy W. An- 
derson, owner of station KICK, Red 
Oak, Iowa, being investigated. 

Margaret McGrevey, former sec- 
retary of the film board, now secre- 
tary to county board of supervisors. 


Wm. Gillett’s farewell tour in 
‘Sherlock Holmes’ to good house, 
but Gillett hard to hear beyond 


third row. 

Bob C. Gary, formerly manager of 
the Des Moines for Publix, in town 
in new role of general publicity and 





advertising director for Omaha divi- 
} sion RKO 

Mrs. Cora B. 
is Mrs. Mullican of 
lmother of Leota and Lola Lane. 
She is in N. Y. while f 
five Mullican kids is 
for the stage there. 


Lane of New York 
Indianola, Iowa, 


studying 


a day off and he'll let the world 
go by. 

Looked like old times with Leo 
Flack’s bald conk around the Para- 
mount. 

Sergt. Frank Callahan replaces} 
Sergt. Wm. Dwyer as city’s film 
censor, 

Economy wave hits prominent 
local church which drops $1,000 
quartet. 

Elimination of police Vice Squad 
brings claims speaks are again 





youngest of} 


| 


No more negro 
Majestic, It 
circle, 

Publix-Texas give aways include 
a Buick, refrigerator and washing 
machine, 

Mysterious 
rock 
shooting 


‘Local 


balcony at 


a bridge 
city owned 


bombing of 
shelter on 

range 

Boy Makes 

after three days at 

for ‘Maker of Men.’ 

Betty Bowker goes on KMAC 
thrice weekly on a commercial do- 
ing her own accompaniment. 

A girl leaps from 11th story of 
Plaza into river which is three feet 
deep at that point and survives. 

That surplus Xmas stock going 
at very little per and they’ve added 
Canadian rye to the repertoire now. 

Dallas little theatre gets a splurge 
on ‘Express’ Sunday 
but local l. t. through lack of p. a. 
rarely gets anything. 

Ernest Hauser arranging and con- 
ducting special overtures at Ma- 
jestic. Daye Smason conducting for 
the regular bill, however. 


Good’ 


Empire, indie 


All above expense dough for 
Texas open goes to unemployed. 
Nice draw indicated with Hagen 


signed and others coming. 

Dot and Peggy Peacock, currently 
in ‘Follies,’ got attention in local 
sheet. Their dad is president of a 
military academy here and a Phi 
Bete. 

Toto and the complete RKO bill 
except one act walked from 
Gunter, main stem hostelry, 
they wouldn’t let Wiskey, 
purp go up the main chute. 

Maude Adams and Otis Skinner to 
nice biz in ‘Merchant’ and pros- 
pects good for ‘House Beautiful’ and 
‘Girl Crazy’ to follow. ‘House’ is 
first road legit to make two nights 
of it and will play in San Pedro 
Playhouse, small city-owned legit, 
shunning muny which resembles a 
stadium. 





San Francisco 


Rufus Blair hatless again. 

Bob Robb out as KYA p.a. 

Art Schwartz up here for Wit- 
marks, 

Peggy Hill leaving Capitol burley 
cast for N. Y. 

Lotta cafeterias offering all you 
can eat for 45 pennies. 

Val Valente and orch back from 
Salt Lake ballroom date. 

Hank Sherburne from ‘Examiner’ 
display to ‘Call-Bulletin.’ 

Alberto Terrassi, opera warbler, 
married Laura Rossi, non-pro. 

Walter Roesner changed his green 
Deusenberg to a rich cream color. 

Charlie Tighe, Outdoor Adver- 


tiser, back on the job after cheat- | 


ing cemetery. 

Thomas Van Osten, 
nia Amusement Industries, 
with bronchitis. 

Walter Barusch has gone T & D, 
Oakland, and may grab the p.a. job 
at the aquarium. 

‘Examiner’ staging 
baby’ drive, offering 
to responsible people. 

Armand Cohen of Goodwill Film 
Exchange having a swell rest in the 
hospital. Winnie Sheehan, too, 

Wife of Ed Tait, carnival pro- 
moter, found dead in fish pond in 
Manila, reports received here state. 

Wife of Harold Peary, NBC art- 
ist, out of hospital after six weeks 
in a cast. Formerly Betty Jourdaine, 
dancer. 

Corinne Tilton currently at Oak- 
land Orph, deserting vaude to join 
Selena Lewis here as a dramatic 
teacher. 

Allan Warshauer, 240 pounds of 
Warfield management, in bet to re- 
duce to Bob Harvey's size within a 
year, Cinch to lose. 

L. S. Hamm, attorney 
State and other show concerns, nuts 
on guns. He has a huge collection, 
from cap pistols to cannons. 


home 


big ’adopt a 
25 youngsters 


George Mann, of Mann Northern 
California circuit, was admitted to | 
the bar (law) in 1909, but didn't 


make any dough at it, so went show 
biz. 

Kids in an Oakland orphanage 
bought Joe E. Brown $25 worth of 
wire-haired terrier in appreciation 


the | 


the | 
becomes the family | 


yanked | 


dramatic page, 


the 
when 


Toto's 


sec Califor- | 


for Golden | 


of a free show Brown gave them 
last year. 

Fred Johnson, ‘Call-Bulletin’ 
drama ed, wants ‘Variety’ to kick 


in with seven additional months on 
the two-year marriage report it re- 
cently handed him. 

NBC is planning a contract bridge 
tournament to start soon for its 
employees and their wives or hus- 
bands. John Charles Shipp, western 
'rep for the Culbertson system, will | 
|referee the match. Finals may 
on the air. 





gO | 





Kansas City 


By Will R. Hughes 


Edna Keeley is 
Woodward stock 
Ralph Ravenscroft transferred to | 
Washington as manager of Rialto. 
Hinda Wausu is featured at the 
| Gayety (burlesque) week of Jan. 24. 
‘Three’s a Crowd’ comes to the 
Shubert Jan. 21, following ‘Vanities’ 
and ‘Crazy Quilt.’ 
Annual National Food 


an addition to the} 


and Drug 





under the direction of John F.} 
Wiedenmann. 
Local press, editorially and in the | 
news columns, continue to urge the | 
| 2uthorities to get higher-up results 
in the bombing cases 


Friends of Herbert M. Woolf will | 
have a bet down on his Lady Broad- 
;}cast when she starts in the Agua 
| Caliente $50,000 handicap next 
|} March, 

There was only one seat in 
Shubert Sunday night that could 
have been sold and wasn’t. It was 
the one occupied by John Humphrey 


the 


Muldowney, Phil Baker's plant. 
Billy Rose suggested that Baker 


hold him on his lap for the other 
shows and get that three dollars. 
Jack Moffitt in a 
special story disagrees with Theo- 
dore Dreiser's ‘six worst picture’ 
selection and accompanying article 
and closes his story: ‘That is what 
makes Theodore Dreiser's review of 
the “Six Worst Pictures of the 
Year” the worst movie review of all 


three-column | 











St. Paul 


Dime grinds getting only trade in 
loop. 

Henry 
| Lowry. 
Dorothy Taggart, local pro., sing- 
jing in the RKO pit. 

Louis Hertl and Betty Roehl both 
| paying doctors. Appendicitis. 

Roland Douglas moves to Denver 
as asst. at the new RKO house. 

L. B. Dougherty from Omaha as 
sec. to Ray O'Connell at Orpheum. 

Auto show starts Feb. 6 at muny 
|}auditorium with Ben Pollack’s band, 
recently at the Lowry. 

Roger Simon, ‘Dispatch’ critic, 
marries Duluth girl and sails for 
Sweden on honeymoon, 

The Frank Weavers adopted a six 


Halstead and band at 


months boy while playing here. 
Publicity on a natural. 
Eddie Nelson had his picture 


taken giving governor an inscribed 


grapefruit, invite to the Olympic 
games, 
Mary Newton, last year’s lead, 


back on straight salary basis to 
bolster business at the common- 
wealth Shubert. 

Charlie Melson unit, No. 72, last 
into Winnipeg. Friedland unit will 
open three-day stand at Spokane 
before hitting Vancouver. 

3yron Calhoun to K.C. to open 
the Belreve hotel, where he will in- 
stall bands to build place for state 
management as he did at Lowry 
here. 

First indoor polo game in U. S. 
played as feature of industrial expo 
at the auditorium. Another pain in 
the neck for show biz when price 
was cut from 75 cents to four bits. 


Fort Wayne 


By Robert Baral 





William Gross heads Old Fort 
Players. 
New Family Theatre opens on 


Main street. 

‘Three Salesmen’ sound very good 
over WOWO. 

Wonder what Frank Perritt is do- 
ins in Hollywood. 

Town peeved over the tame ver- 
sion of ‘Crazy Quilt’ given at Shrine. 

Film review contest running in 
‘Journal-Gazette’ on major attrac- 
tions. 

Wilbur Pickett back at Hotel 
Keenan for soft concerts during the 
| Sener hour, 

Merchants would like to get ads 


| on the KKO screens, but B. D. 
| Cockril! says no. 
Ben Bernie most popular radio 


| around 


to several local 


| personality here, according 


musicians. 


The Joseph Luleys in the east 
|} expect to name the new son Tobias 
if friends do not interfere! 

Managers here say they find that 
ipublie follows the new stage per- 


isonalities in interesting shorts, 


| lessons 


= — 


Washington 


Moe Glazer leaves Philadelphia 


| Journalism flat for Washington, 


Les Stevens and The Diplomats 
desert the Fox for Miami Beach. 

Sam Weller in town beating the 
drum for Walter Hampden’s Uy- 
rano,’ on the way. 

Sol Bloom passing out cigars 
made of tobacco from the original 
George Washington plantation. 

Andy Kelley taking harmonica 
after hearing Britt Wood 
play ‘My Hero’ on the mouth-organ. 

‘Scoop’ Russell, v. p. of NBC, en- 


| tertains the board of directors of 
National Association of Broadcast- 
ing. 

Frank Morse getting all his 


friends to write snappy paragraphs 
for Bob Wilson’s new play, ‘Blessed 
Event.’ 

Jane Cowl working with the mu- 
sical comedy people turning ‘Smil- 
in’ Thru’ into ‘Love Is All,’ for 
Broadway. 

Gigli after a concert in Constitu- 
tion Hall drifts into the Fox to see 
James Dunn and “Sally. Bilers’ 
‘Dance Team.’ 

Hans Kindler makes a 
conductor of the new 
Symphony orchestra, with 
Zimbalist as soloist. 

Charles C. Moscowitz, with Oscar 


hit as 
National 
Efrem 


show set for March 14-19, as usual] Doob, heads the Loew delegation to 


Washington and are entertained by 
Harry Long, territorial manager. 

Carter Barron, of Atlanta, ru- 
mored to be next managing director 
of the Loew Theatres here, taking 
the place of Colby Harriman, re- 
signed. 





Cincinnati 


By Joe Kolling 


Netherland Plaza celebrating first 
birthday. 

Cops after peepers opposite hotel 
windows. 

Frank Aston went straight man 
for Jack Benny’s air blast. 

Frances Dee’s dad searched RKO 
still files for her portraits and found 
one. 

Harry Willsey’s band played Auto 
Show, which drew big and sold 
little. 

Jack Albin and his Pennsylvani- 
ans followed Kay Kyser's orchestra 
at Gibson. 

John Horgan gave his Erin pipes 
a manip for WFBE dedication in 
his hospice. 

Log Cabin Four used Mills Broth- 
ers’ methods when both combos 
were WLW talent. 

Danny McNatt managing Wood- 
lawn and Chevwood cinemas in 
Cheviot, a suburb. 

Carrie Finnel, former wheel singer, 
hostessing coffee shop of Braxton 
hotel, burlecue haunt. 

Fritz Witte in truck-driver garb 
to wheel u-drive chariot blurbing 
his Ufa talker intime. 

Mrs. Leslie Carter guesting for 
fortnight in ‘Shanghai Gesture’ by 
Arthur Casey stock at Cox. 

Ralph Haburton, fronting Bradley 
Kincaid, located home of ‘small one, 
straight’ in Straightsville, Ky. 

Sponsors of a soup kitchen sell 
meal tickets in dollar lots for dis- 
tribution to needy who solicit help 
on the streets. 

Paul Whiteman hit his lowest- 
powered radio outlet here, when his 
band did half hour for RKO ad tie- 
up with ‘Post’ on 100-watt WFBE, 


Lincoln, Neb. 


Biz is picking up. 

Vaude gets a big reception. - 

Lee Bennett mimics Colombo. 

Mischa Levitzki gave a recital. 

J. H. Cooper spends a week here, 

Scott Dye promoting another 
fight. 

Harriet Kruse Kemmer still gets a 
big hand. 

Seth Parker and his gang showed 
here at the Coliseum. 

George Monroe recovering from a 
severe attack of rheumatism. 

Howie Christensen has his own 
orchestra at the Hotel Lincoln. 

Gene Ballard, former WOC tenor, 
introduced here with Norman 
Thomas. 

Robert Quick, concermeister Seat- 
tle symphony, was guest soloist for 
local concert. 

A. M. Avery gets homecooking 
now; Mrs. and daughter moved in 
from Oklahoma City. 

‘State Journal’ and KFAB clashed 
over publicity and advertising. News 
broadcasts discontinued. 

Ethel Nagel, suffering with a stiff 
knee, rejoined Sandy Derson after 
two years’ absence from the act. 

State theatre says it does better 
business on returns of big pictures 
for second runs than cheaper grade 
first runs. 

Joe E. Brown in ‘Local Boy,’ made 
here during the A. A. U. meet, 
packed a two-bit house to the doors 
for a week. 

That Melvyn Douglas, Edouard 
Hesselberg to this town, attended 
Lincoln high, is being bragged about 
locally since ‘Tonight or Never.’ 

Hart Jenks, U of N alumnus, with 








} 


Fritz Leiber’s company, will be ree 
leased long enough to play the lea@ 
in ‘Othello” for the University Play- 
ers’ show. 
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Going Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





Mrs. Pemberton on Clothes 


Margaret Pemberton, N. Y. to 
L <A. to costume Radio Pictures, 
believes screen clothes should be 
essentially wearable by the average 
woman. Most picture costumes, she 
says, are so over-elaborated, so rife 
with overdressing that they offer 
nothing io women audiences except 
horrible examples of what not to 
wear. 

‘Pictures can set styles, good 
styles, just as the legitimate the- 
atre does, and picture clothes can 
be an infinitely greater influence for 
taste than the stage because pic- 
ture’s audience is so much larger. 
They should concentrate on sim- 
plicity of line. Their accessories 
inust be as wisely chosen as the 

tumes themselves. Shoes, hats, 
bags, gloves, jewelry should show 
selection in order to give interesi 
to an ensemble, not destroy it.’ 

Mrs. Pemberton expects to attack 
the problem of dressing picture 
stars just as she has worked in cos- 
tuming actresses of the stage. ‘In 
my capacity of advisor and con- 
sultant of costuming to the Radio 
producers, my biggest task is to 
make the star’s clothes smart yet 
eminently suited to her figure, per- 
sonality, and the role she is playing. 
Once the star’s wardrobe is set, the 
actresses who support her must be 
dressed to accentuate the flair, the 
dramatic quality of the _ star’s 
clothes. 

‘The rest of the cast must be in 
the background sartorially as they 
are in the story. The star’s clothes 
are of prime importance; the other 
women should be dressed in equal 
good taste and style interest, but 
their clothes must be subdued. They 


* must not lessen the build-up which 


the star must get in every respect.’ 

Mrs. Pemberton’s contract is set 
for two months, with the studio 
holding two three-month options. To 
keep abreast of the mode, she will 
have new models shipped as soon as 
they arrive in New York, and she 
has also made arrangements to have 
designers who have worked with her 
in town send sketches to her in 
Hollywood. 

Mrs. Pemberton would like to 
maintain her Saks-Fifth Avenue 
connection -in Hollywood, using 
Saks’ clothes and giving that shop 
screen credit, just as it now receives 
program credit for the stage shows 
it dresses. Putting over her cos- 
tume ideas with picture stars does 
not worry Mrs. Pemberton. _It can 
be no harder task than convincing 
many of the stage actresses with 
whom she has dealt. 





Charm Lost In Tragedy 


Nancy Carroll has said that she 
feels she is best adapted to simple, 
charm stories like ‘Peg o’ My 
Heart.’ She knows her limitations 
even if the casting director for ‘The 
Man I Killed’ doesn’t. 

Temperamentally and emotionally 
unsuited to the weighty Teutonic 
drama of this abstract tragedy, she 
can only contribute to it her own 
personality, which pleasant though 
it may be, is lightweight against 
the heavy seriousness of the story. 
The supposedly magic Lubitsch 
touch has escaped her, as it has 
most of the others in the cast. 

She is most appealing to look at 
in her frumpy German dresses, 
gentle, wistful, anemic when she 
should be strong. The role is that 
of a profoundly understanding wo- 
man, It is not Miss Carroll's fault 
if she happens to express more an 
affectionate little kitten than a 
young woman resigned in suffering. 

Louise Carter, Emma Runn, ZaSu 
Pitts, though not especially German 
in appearance or personality, pro- 
ject the requisite poignancy for a 
theme of this type. It is not so 
much their acting as the heartrend- 


tf ing situations through which they 


move that compel audience com- 
passion, When Miss Carter and 
Miss Dunn, meeting in the ceme- 
tery where their two sons lie buried, 
try to comfort one arother by 
reminiscencing over their sons’ 
childhood pranks, the hopeless pa- 
thos of it becomes almost too much 
to bear. 





Best in Worst Places 
When Helen Twelvetrees goes 
about teetering on her heels and 
daintily swinging her hips, pre- 
tending to be a perfect lady, fans 
no like, fans no want. But when 
she employs precisely the same 


tactics as ‘Panama Flo,’ a dame 
toughened by life in the dives, then 
fans are very happy, because that’s 
the little Helen they know. 

When studio casting has en- 
visioned her as a tenderly nurtured 
daughter of ‘society,’ Miss Twelve- 
trees takes the assignment dutifully, 
but she can make of it only a step- 
child at best. Miss Twelvetrees 
is most uncomfortable belonging to 
‘society.’ 


In the joints of Panama, how- 
ever, she’s a delightful find. She 
makes such a sympathetic half- 
way daughter of joy. Her baby 


face combines so nicely with her 
take-it-or-leave-it voice and dic- 
tion. Little golden curls tumbling 
about her questioning eyebrows, 
she looks like a fallen angel. Cer- 
tainly she’s a shade too good for 
that environment; the audience is 
glad to have some strong man take 
her away from it all. 

In ‘Panama Flo,’ Miss Twelve 
trees plays a stranded trouper at 
‘Sadie’s Place,’ a spot where the 


piano player puts his cigarette 
stubs on the piano keys for at- 
mospheric shots, but where the 


floor show has brand new black 
sequin costumes and the girls are 
fresh and lovely. Maude Eburne is 
Sadie, with a Tanguay coiffure and 
Guinan bashfulness., 

Miss Twelvetrees is carried off 
to the South American jungles to 
serve as housekeeper to a thorough- 
ly caveman surveyor. His former 
housekeeper was an Indian maid 
who found someplace in the tropics 
to get a permanent wave and wears 
a costume left behind by some vis- 
iting South Sea Islander. 





Smart Roxyettes 


It is no more than fitting that the 
Roxyettes be assigned the classifi- 
cation ‘Dance’ in the stage show 
called ‘Beaux Arts’ at the Roxy this 
week. There’s nothing those girls 
don’t know about dancing, there’s 
nothing terpsichorean that can 
stump them. With one mind they 
trip the gamut from schottische to 
hot ryhthm taps, dropping skirts 
and bodices in the process, unwit- 
tingly demonstrating along’ the 
route how sweet were the old ways. 
If they had begun with taps and 
worked up to schottische, putting on 
clothes instead, of taking them off, 
that would have been news, and 
climax, too. 

As it is, they work out of organdy 
hoopskirts and fischus with huge 
bobbing pink bowed hats, through 
yellow satin and blue long dresses 
with transparent and graceless chif- 
fon, skirts, till they get down to bare 
essentials, yellow satin leotards with 
swishing crystal fringe making agi- 
tated skirts of the trunks. 

The ballet corps is continuing its 
aping of the Roxyettes, getting itself 
into a straight line-up and kicking, 
a stunt that really belongs to the 
Roxyettes by prior right ind inva- 
riable usage. Their art is ‘Painting, 
which gives them an opportunity to 
step out of a picture frame after 
they’re posed for a while, a routine 
always dearly beloved by the old 
guard Roxy patrons. Their crisp 
tarletan dresses, brief little Watteau 
adaptations in fresh, bright colors, 
do right nicely by them and take to 
lights prettily as well. 

Hilda Eckler, Betty Bannister and 
Margaret Sande, who precede the 
ballet corps number, dance with ex- 
quisite, airy grace not shared by 
their shaded chiffon Oriental cos- 
tumes that suffer from too much 
awkwardly placed hip swathing. 





Fresh, Unoriginal Frocks 


Since it isn’t given to every ac- 
tress to be beautiful and talented, 
those on the bill at the Ejighty- 
Sixth at least do their best to look 
fresh and dainty. Their personal- 
ities may lack for brilliance, but 
their rhinestones glisten merrily, 
their coiffures shine with careful 
grooming. Even Daphne Pollard, 
who wears only comic rigs, sees to 
it that they are pert. She winds 
her hair into a tight little knot on 
the top of her head, each hair nicely 
brushed in place. There's a likeable 
sweetness about her grotesque an- 
tics, her sense of the ridiculous is 
unforced, her delivery, however, is 
far superior to her material. Her 
clearly enunciated lyrics pack no 
sock. 

Jean Granese has given a lot of 
thought to the black ensemble she 





wears. She’s figured out ways to 
vary it a little for each number 
without interfering with its main 


scheme, black and red. First a 
short black sequin jacket hides the 
red and silver beaded decolletage of 
her black chiffon dress. Off comes 
the jacket and a chiffon scarf grace- 
fully draped takes its place. The 
climax is a black cloak studded all 
over with rhines’ones and appliqued 
with red flowers. 

Sach of Kay Spangler’s costumes 
looks as if it were being worn for 
the first time. Her blue cloth suit 
has short, tan fox-bound sleeves 
met by matching long tan gloves. 
Her white net dance dress, radiant 
with silver sequins, shows no signs 
of its frequent encounters with the 
stage floor. Her brief pink ruffled 
organdy costume, also with silver 
sequins, shares in the general fresh- 
ness of her neat, if not too original, 
wardrobe. 

Three tall, slim, and very pretty 
Chinese girls lend exotic femininity 
to Honorable Mr. Wu’s act. Though 
they’ve gone completely Occidental 
in the wiggling of ti:eir elbows, the 
standardized harmonv of their sing- 
ing, and the curly coiffing of their 
hair, the Oriental slant of their eyes 
and their fidelity to Chinese attire 
succeeds in sustaining their inher- 
ent unusualness anyway. 





Marian Nixon’s Own Mystery 


So intent is ‘Charlie Chan’s 
Chance’ on being mysterious that 
even the cast catches the fever. 
All sorts of baffling off-shoots re- 
sult, puzzles quite aside from the 
maze of the plot. 

Marian Nixon presents a neat lit- 
tle mystery herself. They call her 
The Masked Dancer of the Follies, 
and say she’s the toast of New 
York. Yet all the audience can 
see is a timid pretty little girl 
earnestly trying to be an actress. 

She has no mean dressing room 
at the theatre, a correctly uniformed 
maid with a foreign accent attends 
her, a luxurious limousine awaits 
at the stage door, and the feathered 
magnificence of her costume is 
worthy of Gilda Gray. Through it 
all she hurries with the self-ef- 
facing diffidence of a youngster ap- 
plying for her first job as a chor- 
us girl. Her clothes are right, 
quaint little things with puffed 
sleeves and old-fashioned high 
waistlines—the sort of expensive 
innocence affected by musical com- 
edy stars wise with experience; 
only the assurance that goes with 
them is lacking. Miss Nixon’s 
make-up even matches—the too 
hard, exact outlining of mouth and 
brows that gives these ladies away, 
but it’s no use. Miss Nixon re- 
mains a nice little girl over-eager 
to obey the director’s orders. 

Linda Watkins appears briefly, 
long enough to prove she’s been ex- 
perimenting with her make-up box 
and has at last discovered a meth- 
od for pictures that gives her face 
the soft loveliness it had on the 
stage. 





N. Y. in Scenic Dialect 

The myriad stock shots of New 
York available for The Big City at- 
mosphere aren’t good enough for 
German pictures. They’d rather 
manufacture their own. So with 
bits of cardboard and glazed paper 
for windows, ‘Nie Wieder Liebe’ 
constructs its own version of Times 
Square. Its greatest punch a flick- 
ering electric sign that spells ‘Roxy 
Palast!” Such is the fame of our 
Cathedral. 

‘Nie Wieder Liebe’ is a light- 
hearted, if long, musical, which ex- 
cuses Lilian MHarvey’s emerging 
from the seas in a properly dripping 
bathing suit that has tucked away 
in its pocket a perfectly dry powder 
box with a fluffy feather puff. It’s 
quite proper in a musical, too, for 
the ingenue to give way to ogling, 
pouting, posing, pirouetting, flirting 
and carrying on. Miss Harvey takes 
full advantage of her opportunity. 
Luckily she’s more than passing fair 
and her face can take on all the 
grimaces that flash across it with- 
out making her look like an unruly 
child trying to frighten his gang. 
Miss Harvey also gets a lot of ac- 
tion out of her hair, forever brush- 
ing it off her face, running her 
hands through it, and flinging it 
about with a spirited throw of her 
neck. 





Petrolle vs Ran 





(Continued from page 43) 


treated with smelling salts, His 
cleanly aimed shots with both 
bands, often found the mark on or 
about Petrolle’s face and the young- 
ster was really piling up a lead. The 
house was in an uproar several 
times. 

The fourth round especially was 





a hair-raiser. Ran was socking ’em 
in and for a minute it looked like 


ee, 











Uncommon Chatter / 


By Ruth Morris 














Grooming a Girl 


Abetted by her graceful figure and 
flawless camera face, Paramount is 
grooming Carole Lombard for 
fashion stardom. The Lombard 
costumes in ‘No One Man’ strive 
noticeably after individuality. Some 
succeed, others attach too much im- 
portance to cheap ornamentation, 
but they all profit by Miss Lom- 
bard’s personal style. 

Fanettes will take particular no- 
tice of a white crepe, beaded deli- 
eately with overlapping oval design. 
Broad shoulder straps of self ma- 
terial grow into a surpliced bodice, 
biased to graceful drapery and 
wound about the waist in the 
Bruyere manner. This bodice treat- 
ment, particularly suited to Miss 
Lombard, is repeated in sports 
frocks as well as evening gowns. 


The Lombard coiffure is some- 
times fluffed about the face, some- 
times drawn back into deep waves 
that soften into a long bob. One 
of those remarkable heads of hair, 
it may be plunged into the ocean 
and emerge perfectly, dryly coiffed. 

The catty female whose s. a. 
gowns, exotic jewelry and lingering 
glances ensnare the heroine’s boy 
friend is capably done by willowy 
Juliette Compton. Virginia Ham- 
mond, suitably turned out by the 
wardrobe department, works a flut- 
tering voice and giddy manner into 
an amusing portrait of a moon- 
struck matron, 





Overboard on Cinderellas 


Paramount christens its current 
unit ‘Cinderella Blues’ and bestows 
upon Bing Crosby the title of Prince 
Charming. But the presentation 
casts him as Head Cinderella, the 
piteous waif who remains at the 
microphone while the real Cinder- 
ellas dress up and go to the ball. 


The David Bines Girls, Three 
Queens and Boswell Sisters are well- 
dressed Cindies who pay more at- 
tention to their own routines than to 
the voice of Prince Charming 
Crosby. 

The Boswells cluster around a lus- 

trously draped piano for slithery, 
modern harmonies. One of the few 
radio acts as good for sight as for 
sound, the sisters create a pretty 
triple pattern, repeated in careful 
brunet coiffures and pajamas of tur- 
quoise and yellow satin. A cleverly 
varied lighting plot saves the tab- 
leau from monotony. 
The girl of Lowe, Bernoff and 
Wensley pretends interest, but her 
spoken ‘What’s keeping my Prince 
Charming?’ hints she’s eager, and 
rightly so, to go into her dance. 


A Beauty's Dilemma 

Billie Dove, who is still tottering 
between pre-talker beauty and post- 
talker diction, has been given 
rather a raw deal in her latest 
Caddo production, ‘Cock of the Air’ 
The script wants her to be serpen- 
tine and calculating, whereas Miss 
Dove would much rather open her 
eyes very wide and“be a lovely, 
wistful ingenue. Conflict between 
personalities results in an artificial] 
performance. 

Impressed with her role of French 
stage celebrity, the heroine’s cos- 
tumes riot in sumptuous, lavish 
style. Tumbling out of her low-cut 
necklines, Miss Dove poses in self 
conscious gowns as she interjects a 
line of French, a soupcon of Italian, 
to prove her sophisticate cosmopol- 
itanism. Diction that insists upon 
rolling its r’s doesn’t help a difficult 
characterization. 

Katya Sergeiva, Yola D’Avril, 
Vivian Oakland, Ethel Sutherland 
and Peggy Watts introduce local 
color to a fFranco-Italian scene, 
their make-ups, costumes and act- 
ing bits adequate to the demands of 
a farcical yarn that takes itself too 
seriously. 





Lady Stooges Sparkle, Too 

Magicians’ assistants aren’t ex- 
pected to be models of pulchritude. 
Audiences don’t expect that much 
of lassies whose primary purpose is 
to transport magical props. A girl 
who vanishes into a trunk and 
comes running, ten second later, 
down the theatre aisle, has quite 
enough on her mind without worry- 
ing about style. 

But the four girls who help Nicola 
to mystify State audiences elect to 
be decorative as well as useful. 
Ladies whose heads remain visible 
while their toute ensembles are en- 
shrouded in magical cabinets, they 
arrange coiffures to a marcelled 
nicety, blend grease and rouge into 
careful make-ups, and adopt pretty 
leotards and evening gowns for each 
fresh disappearance, Audiences fa- 
miliar with assistants who are less 
style conscious, find them as much 
of a surprise as the unfathomable 
illusions of Nicola. 

Henry Bergman’s helper chooses a 
well-tailored coat of black and 
white tweed to indicate that she’s a 
vaudevillienne caught between 
jumps and celebrating Christmas 
Eve at a railroad lunch counter. 
The ‘Baby,’ a diminutive person 
with a high-pitched midget voice, 
earns audience enthusiasm with 
rapid dancing that suggests either 
a well-trained trouper or a remarke 
ably precocious child. 





Billy was introuble. It was observed, 
however, that while Petrolle was al- 
ways coming in, and with his chin 
out, whenever he took a wallop he 
bobbed his head with the punch or 
was going away. That may explain 
why Petrolle can take it. 


Petrolle too moves the torso in 
the direction of his punches, put- 
ting weight behind them, particu- 
larly the right, which makes it dyn- 
amite, That was the perfect blow 
that sent Ran on his back. The kid 
could rise on his elbows a bit and 
he peered glassily at the veteran. He 
struggled to a half sitting posture 
as he was being counted out. Had 
to be carried to his corner. 


Two-Way Contender 


Ran and Billy Townsend were 
among the best of the contending 
welters this winter. Both have been 
knocked out by Petrolle, who is in 
& position now to fight for either 
that title or the lightweight champ- 
ionship. He came in against Ran 
at 140 pounds, but it is claimed he 
can make the lighter limit. 

Once listed as an in and outer, 
Petrolle has consistently shown 
powerful ring form for the past 
year. His encounters with Jimmy 
McLarnin after he all but knocked 
out Baby Face, were the only set- 
backs and then it was so close that 
at least one of the subsequent fights 
should have been a draw. Billy 
is actually the iron man of the 
ring, a terror to all, and that may 
take in McLarnin, because they say 
that Petrolle has developed punch- 
ing power greater than ever. 

Semi-final between Chic Devlin, 
the hard hitting middleweight and 
Humberto Curi, an Argentine, went 
the limit. Looked like the foreigner 
would go out but he clinched enough 





La Grey of Jersey, weaving out of 
trouble when ‘Frankenstein,’ as 
some gallery mugg called him, tried 
to do his stuff. Shade was better 
than usual and gave Joey a thor- 
ough pasting. 


Clean Collar Cabbies 








(Continued from page 1) 


apparently doing most of his sleep- 
ing at the wheel. i 

In the division of cabs, a recent 
tabulation gave Manhattan 6,000 
alone. This figure has since in- 
creased with the borough of small- 
est acreage getting the lion’s share 
of floaters, comprising nearly one 
third of Greater New York’s com- 
plete taxi array. 

Several side lines have accom- 
panied the making of new drivers. 
One goes with giving out-of-prac- 
tice brake pushers some of the pol- 
ish they need. Cabs for practice 
cost $1 an hour at a minimum of 
five hours tutelage. A former em- 
ployee of one of a company opera- 
ting one of the largest fleets in the 
city states that company taught its 
own new drivers, charging them 4 
set fee. 

There are some independent out- 
fits rent a car for $3.50 per day 
or night. Driver pays that flat and 
his fares are all his own. Cars are 
inferior and the driver has to gam- 
ble on getting his ‘rent’ back. 





Marion Spitzer Doubling 
Marion Spitzer is ahead of 
‘Blessed Event,’ the new Phillips- 
Thompson show. 

Miss Spitzer, who is Mrs. Thomp- 
son, is doing the costumes besides 





to last. Dave Shade had it on Joey 


the advance work. 
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English actors who made the 
Lambs Club their headquarters, 
were irked by allusions to their fail- 
ure to go over and fight and were 
eonsidering the formation of a club 
of their own. Never progressed be- 
yond the conversational stage. 


Shortage of chorines drove the 
producers to applying to the Y. W. 
c. A. for recruits, which didn’t help 
much, 


William Morris and Pat Casey 
eombined their vaudeville agencies, 
which gave Morris a chance at the 
Keith booking office time. Casey 
retained his connection with the 
Vaudeville Managers Assn. 


Kresge stores upped production 
pumbers in their sheet music dept. 
to 25c. Pop numbers remained at 


10c. 


Canadian managers were ordered 
by immigration office to demand 
from all acts passports or other doc- 
uments proving them to be residents 
ef other countries than Germany, 
Austria, Turkey or Bulgaria. 





‘Poor Butterfly’ from the Hippo- 
drome, was a disc best seller, but 
‘Variety’ disclosed that the song 
stayed in the show only because no 
substitute could be found before 
the opening. 


N. V. A. was figuring establishing 
a home along the lines of the Act- 
ers’ Fund home, but for vaudeville 
players only. 


Smaller tent shows were planning 
to make an early start on southern 
dates, First opening was set for 
Feb. 6. 


Affiliated American and Columbia 
burlesque wheels were talking of a 
Plant in N. Y., where all of the cos- 
tumes, scenery and printing for 
both wheels would be turned out. 
Visioned great savings through bulk 
buying. 


30 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clipper’) 





Barnum was having bad Juck with 
his animal importations, He had 
just lost three giraffes and an os- 
trich died shortly after its arrival. 


— 





Harris & Kohl's dime museum in 
Pittsburgh was doing so well they 
took out a long lease on the build- 
ing. Later Pat Harris went to Bal- 
timore and took to theatres wh:'> 
Kohl headed for Chicago and 
formed a partnership with Middle- 
ton, which Jaid the foundation of 
the once famous Kohl] & Castle en- 
terprises, 


A quartet which sang at the fu- 
neral of the late Pres. Garfield, were 


capitalizing the fact and singing 
the same hymns in vaudeville 
houses, 


So many deaths from smallpox 
in traveling troupes, particularly in 
the west, that in some instances the 
éntire company was vaccinated. 


Tony Pastor was staging a bur- 
lesque of ‘Patience’ with Lillian 
Russell in the name part. May and 
Flo Irwin looked after the comedy. 


Minnie Maddern (Fiske) had just 
Placed herself under the manage- 
ment of John H. Havlin. He prom- 
ised a first class co. 


——_ —_— 


One advertiser offered a horse 
With eight legs and another offered 
$30,000 for a pair of horses with 
16 feet, 





Inside Stuff—Legit 


At the recent managerial meeting it was proposed to form a managers’ 
association along closed shop iines. That proposition was queried, not 
by the managers but by a union head. The meeting was called pri- 
marily to talk over the admissions tax problem and representatives of 
the stage hands, musicians and Equity were invited. 

Fred Dempsey, for the stage hands, put the proposal up to the man- 
agers. He said his union would play ball with a managerial body along 
the lines proposed. That meant concessions would likely be agreed upon. 
Dempsey further stated that provided such an association is formed the 
shoe-stringers would be out, indicating that the union would not permit 
its men to work for the phoney bankroll boys. 

William A. Brady put the idea up to Frank Gillmore, who replied he 
was in no position to commit Equity. Gillmore mentioned that legal 
opinion was a closed shop for managers would be conspiracy. He pointed 
out that Equity has assets approximateiy totaling $300,000 and that it 
would be unwise to permit those assets to be liable to damage suits. 

The closed shop proposal went no further. It is expected a managers’ 
group such as the Theatre League will become fully representative of 
the legit showmen. Some who scrutinized the proceedings asked what 





the real union angle was—just what concessions the union people had in | 


mind from the managers, 


Motion of Bob Newman, as president of Vanderbilt Productions, Inc., 
for a summary judgment for $5,000 against Roy Roberts, actor, was 
denied by Judge Ingraham of the New York Supreme Court. Newman 
will appeal. 

iyewman alleges breach of contract. He asserts that on July 7, 1931, 
while Roberts was appearing in his show, ‘Old Man Murphy,’ Roberts 
requested a release after the actor had agreed to pay him $5,000 in 
weekly payments of $100. 

Roberts replied he was persuaded to sign the $5,000 agreement for a 
release through misrepresentations of Newman, Roberts avers that the 
producer represented to him that ‘Old Man Murphy,’ after closing for 
the summer, was to reopen again in September, 1931, and run until June, 
1932. ‘Old Man Murphy,’ states Julius Kendler, for Roberts, closed 11 
days after the actor was released from the show and when it reopened 
ran for only two weeks. Kendler claims Roberts is indebted to Newman 
for but $200 for the two weeks that the show ran after it was reopened. 





John Crouse, Pittsburgh detective and erstwhile dramatic critic for 
the police department there, got some publicity for himself and ‘Mourn- 
ing Becomes Electra’ last week after he had attended the opening per- 
formance of the O'Neill triology. 

A newspaper man spotted Crouse after the show and asked him what 
he thought of it. ‘It ain’t art,’ he replied, ‘and it’s even worse than 
‘Lysistrata’ (which Crouse took in and which was later parted from the 
mattress scene). Paper made quite a play of it, suggesting police cen- 
sorship, and other dailies went for it, too. Crouse’s kept up his upheavals 
for a couple of days until his higher-ups are reported to have put a 
quietus on the affair. At least it ended when Crouse’s superiors said 
he hadn’t attended the show in an official capacity and that they had 
no thought of censoring the marathon, 

Matter stayed on the front page for two days and helped everybody, 
including Crouse’s scrap-book. 


‘Wonder Bar’ is going to the coast because differences between Jolson 
and the Shuberts have been straightened. Jolson threatened to scoot to 
Palm Beach from Chicago but the dispute was cleared to his satisfaction. 

Jolson and the Shuberts are 50-50 on ‘Bar's’ ownership, which means 
the managers’ end is controlled by the Shubert receivership, A fund of 
$15,000 was put aside for possible road losses. With the speculation as 
to what might happen during the receivership, Jolson wanted to know 
how his half of the $15,000 was protected. He has since been guaranteed 
by the receivership that his share of the fund will be returned to him. 

With that out of the way Jolson agreed to extend the tour. Chicago 
business has been excellent for the show, ‘Bar’ staying there two weeks 
longer than originally booked. 





Unusual example wherein producers give away their opinion as to 
what they think of their own show is the manner in which Aarons & 
Freedley handled ‘Adam Had Two Sons.’ It looked as though the show 
was brought to Broadway just for the three week picture limit, but it 
was yanked off after four days. 

Play was booked for two weeks in Philadelphia. Notices were bad 
with the time there cut to one week. Figured then the play wouldn’t be 
brought to New York, but it arrived at the Alvin. Either lack of time 
or interest prevented the three house boards being bedecked, with one 
altogether blank, topped of by the firm keeping its name off the program 
as producers. 


Recent production by James Elliott of ‘Hot Money’ was indirectly 
financed by Warners. Producer had financial worries and in order to get 
the show on, transferred his rights in the play to Warners, using the 
sale money to produce, It’s said that technically, even after this hap- 


pened, the play was still in the open market, differing from Metro’s 
financing of ‘Grand Hotel.’ 
Talker made from ‘Money’ is ‘High Pressure’ (WB), with William 


Powell. Quick release of the yarn, which opened for a short stay as a 
legit late in November, indicates shooting may have started at about the 
same time as the legit rehearsals. 


Broadway's reviewers were put on the pan by Robert Emmett 
Sherwood, speaking before the Criterion Club, a woman's organi- 
zation, at the Biltmore, saying ‘the critics are anemic’ and should be 
swept out and a new set installed, 

The critics did not seem particularly annoyed at the comment, but 
express surprise that it should come from Sherwood, author of ‘Reunion 
in Vienna’, a current smash that won high praise from the reviewers. 

Sherwood himself is a critic, writing a review of pictures weekly for 
the ‘Evening Post.’ 


Coast colored musical in L. A., ‘Lucky Day,’ started as an equal three- 
way split among Rodney Pantages ‘backed by his father, Alex), Harold 
Morehouse and Arthur Silber, ex-Pan agent in New York and now 
10% ing on the w. c. 

Show cost $21,700 to open but when another $7,000 became necessary 
Silbert relinquished another one-sixth (which is half of his third in- 
terest) giving Pantages of the show, with a third to Moorehouse 
and one-sixth remaining with Silber. 


ree 
20% 


The reason Peggy Fears (Mrs. A. C. Blumenthal) is angeling ‘Child of 
Manhattan’ is not only to break the family string of play defeats but to 
demonstrate to her husband that she can pick ’em, and how. It’s Mrs. 
Llumenthal’s first attempt of the kind with the show due to start re- 
hearsals next Monday (1). 

That Walter Wanger also thinks the 
strated by his being ‘in,’ too. 


has a chance is demon- 


play 


Click of ‘Devil Passes’ at the Selwyn has affected ‘Jazz City,’ the Arch- 
Selwyn-Carl Hemmer musical two ways. One is that had the play not 
entered strongly, the musical would have been available to give the Sel- 








side Stufi—Pictures 


(Continued from page 7) 


Were squeezed into an office built for one and not for several weeks will 
the personnel be settled. 





Paramount has not yet purchased the screen rights to ‘Wild Waves’, 
radio satire and first production of the new Doran, Ray & Hewes legit 
firm, but it has okayed it for pictures and will buy if its bid after the 
customary three weeks is accepted under Authors’ League regulations, 

It has been supposed on the inside that Par would have first call on 
the play since D. A; Doran is the company’s eastern story editor with 
his legit venture as a sideline on the outside. If any other company 
wants to outbid, the property may not be screened by Par, as has hap- 
pened with Gilbert Miller-Frohman plays when Par did not see fit to pay 
competitor would fer plays done by that Par subsidiary. 


™ ——T = = 
as much as a 





featured is admitted 
It was learned 


A precedent in resignations where a contract is 
established in Sidney Kent’s withdrawal from Paramount. 
officially Monday that Kent’s resignation was made in such a way that 
he did not violate his contract, having close to another three years to 
run, oth parties are described as having arrived at ‘an amicable 
ment j 

Paramount, as the result of this agreement, is reliably 
settled with Kent for a sum in excess of $200,000. 


agree- 
to disagre e. 


reported to have 


Independent Producers’ Association, following the lead of the majors, 
has decided to formally turn down any efforts now in negotiation to es- 
tablish a closed shop among studio workers. 


First effort by unions to get the closed shop idea over was demand 
for two cameras on indie sets. This brought about the formation of 
the new indie organization. Union's plan was to test such a scheme 


through the indies, hoping thus to have ammunition for similar demands 
of major lots. 
The Hays offic itself with 


possible combinations of the different 


of late is believed to have been interesting 
picture companies, 


Will Hays is supposed, according to information, to have consulted 
one financier as to available means of bringing together three of the 


current film concerns. was placed on the proposition by 
the money man. 


Report orly mentions Hays himself as going into these internal details. 


No importance 


They say United Artists hit upon the idea for the new title of Howard 
Hughes’ from Publix ad copy prepared for Griffith's ‘The 
Struggle’. It included the line, ‘Shame of the Nation’. Through its 
being picked up from the copy, J. I. McInerney, of Publix, credit 
for picking two release titles, both for other companies, 

He also named ‘Ske Wolf’ for Universal as a substitute for ‘Mother's 
Millions’, which played a Publix run, Rialto. 

For the first time Publix is using its official stationery, including that 
of top officials, as a litho background for an ad on ‘Man I Killed’ (Par), 
which opened last week at the Criterion, New York. Purpose is to 
focus attention on this picture, the first in inner P-P circles to suggest 
a big plug in a long time. 

Title of the picture is imprinted on stationery at the bottom, taking up 
an inch strip all the way across the page, and in flaming red. 


Douglas Montgomery, nee Kent Douglas, is an anomaly to the coast 


‘Scarface’ 


gets 





studios, which can't understand any actor turning down a long term 
contract. 
Montgomery, recently closed with a revival of ‘Fata Morgana’ on 


consistently re- 


might 


is being angled for by several studios but 
the suggestion he 


Broadway, 
fuses a termer and invariably counters with 
harken to a solo bid. 

Tom Mix is somewhat annoyed by studio and union regulations at 
every turn. 

‘Pictures sure have changed,’ says Mix. ‘There’s so many different 
new departments butting in on my work that I'm going to be lucky if 
any of these pictures get finished on time.’ 

Mix will take his riding easy for a few weeks. Doctor thought he 
should remain convalescent for some time, but the cowboy star mended 


faster than expected. 


To offset any possible mixup with the newspapers, as in the case of 
‘Five Star Final,’ Universal will endeavor to point out in advertising and 
publicity that its newspaper story now in production is not representa- 
tive of all dailies. 

Copy being written will stress the fact that the film story has to do 
only with an exceptional type of newspaperman, one who allows sensa- 
tionalism to distort his better judgment, 





Despite announcement that Al Rockett is tempcrarily production head 
at Fox studio, guiding hand on actual supervision seems to be Quinn 
Martin, 

Martin, formerly of the 
tion picture editor, is in 
production matters. 
was on the lot. 


New York ‘World,’ for which he was moe 
continuous touch with D. E. McIntire on 
His new importance was evident even when Wurtzel 


Aftermath of the last battle between Chicago operators’ union and 
indie exhibs had 22 members of the union pulled on the carpet and fined 
from $500 to $5,000 for being guilty of handing out union information 
during the fracas. 

Union officials had been checking on these men for some time, 





Sporadic attempts by New Jersey to invoke its ancient blue laws are 
regarded by picture executives as just that. An overseer for the busi- 
ness, who usually takes care of such things, said of the latest blue out- 
break on Monday: ‘Nothing serious.’ 








wyn another show. Other angle, on the same presumption, is that Basil 
Rathbone might have gone into the ‘City’ cast. 
Rod La Rocque probably will play instead of Rathbone, but the house 


jis not set. 


Harry Kline was offered the post of booking the 
but resigned. 
are available, 

Willie Connor and Bill Ridgeway remain at the Biltmore. 


3iltmore, New York, 
He has that assignment for the Mansfield. Both houses 





Operating loss on Constance 
to about $12,000 in three 
30 000, 


Authol 


sinney’s ‘Kiss For Cinderella’ revival ran 
weeks, That and production cost went to 
royalties, paid to the Frohman office, were nearly $900. 

New York booking office 
one night. 


wired a Texas city offering a legit show for 





Answer came back in the negative. City’s mayor didn’t want any 
money to go out of the locale. 
New producer, doing a show, is keeping secret the name of thé 


author of the book. Already reported that the author is the producer, 
Show is in one set. 


Se oe: 
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Carnegie Bureau Foundation's 


Little Theatre Bureau in N. Y. 





ee) ?v 


Organization of a little theatre 
bureau in an attempt to pump some 
life into that field is expected to 


take concrete form at the Carnegie 
Foundation within the coming 
month. Understood everything ex- 
cept financial backing will be made 
available for the little theatre 
through the bureau. 

Kenneth MacGowan, lIegit pro- 
ducer currently with RKO, and an 
important figure in little theatres, 
is named as one of the principais 
organizing the bureau. Another 
named is Mrs. Edith Isaacs, editor 
of a theatre magazine. Bureau will 
probab'y locate in New York. 

It is stated the bureau will cost 
the foundation $20,000 annually but 
$5,000 above that for the first year. 
Appropriations are said to have 
been approved by the trustees. 

Free Advice 

Nature of free advice for little 
theatre men will be in all directions, 
kind of plays, how to produce, etc. 
Also staging and lighting technical 
advice, with advisers in both the 
latter lines. 

Affair is new and considered ne- 
cessary in view of the small legit 
theatre field. General meeting of 
shrimp legit workers is due in Chi- 
cago shortly. 





Three Stocks on Coast 
And All Under Canvas 


Los Angeles, Jan, 25. 


Extent of dramatic stock on the 
coast right now is three companies, 
all under canvas. 

Only exception is Harvey Hart’s 
outfit; opening its week at the Park 
theatre, Altadena, but splitting with 
a tent at Colton, Cal., for Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday. 

Robert MacKenzie Players have 
their tent pitched at Hawthorne, 
Cal. Third spot is Montebello, Cal., 
where Horace Murphy has resumed 
activity, giving three shows weekly 
under canvas, 





Bickerton’s Newest 


Joseph Bickerton, Jr., attorney, is 
reported taking another flyer in le- 
git this season. He is understood to 
have become interested in Daven- 
port Production’s ‘Air Minded.’ 
Piece is by Nathaniel Davis, new 
to Broadway, and also declared to 
be a member of the new corp. 

Bickerton is attorney for the Au- 
thors’ League. Present venture is 
his fourth so far this season. Pre- 
viously he co-produced ‘Left Bank,’ 
with Elmer Rice, then went with 
that same playwright’s ‘Councillor 
of Law’ for his second, and followed 
that up with the road company of 
the legit play. 





Newark Theatre Jam 


Newark, Jan. 25. 

Vice Chancellor Church, on appli- 
cation of Attorney General, has ap- 
pointed Israel B, Greene receiver 
for the Little theatre. The Fine 
Arts Theatre is made the defendant 
in a complaint charging fraud and 
deception in sale of the defendant's 
stock to the public. The defendant 
is subject to an order to show 
cause why the receiver should not 
be continued. 

This is the third time in two rears 
that a receiver has been appointed 
for the house, but in each previous 
case the receivership has been dis- 
missed, 


Toledo Stock Folds 


Toledo, Jan. 25, 

The Granada Players, after 18 
weeks, fold Thursday (28). It comes 
as a surprise to Toledo theatre go- 
ers as everybody thought the place 
was making money. Started last 
September by Howard Feigley and 
Nat Charnas, 

Crowds were good at first but 
then dropped until the management 
begar using two for ones, 

Pesent plan of Feigley and Char- 
nas is to convert the place into a 
second run downtowner. 


Louis Werba’s Office 


Louis Werba has reopened his 
own office in the New Amsterdam 
building. 

Not set what Werba will do, other 
than continue booking the Majestic 
and the Fox Playhouse, Great Neck, 








NBC DEMANDS BILLING 


Teiis Legit Producer What to Do 
About ‘Goldbergs’ Actors 


_-—ws 
making a 
National 


Apparently change of 


mind, Broadcasting Co. 


notified Charlee Rowe, 
‘East of Broadway,’ that James R. 
Waters and Alfred Corn would have 
to be billed as showing under the 
courtesy of NBC and Pepsodent. 
Waters and Corn emote in ‘Rise of 
the Goldbergs,’ air serial. 

When the pair went into the legit, 
opening Monday (25) at the Ber- 
mont, it was declared NBC prohib- 
ited mention of the actors’ ether 
heritage. Understcod Waters was 
booked by a legit caster aid not 
NBC. Waters is the ‘Goldbergs’’ 
male lead; Corn is one of the 
youngsters. 


SECOND PRICE CUT ON 
‘ELECTRA’—NOW AT $4 


Second successive price chop for 


the Theatre Guild’s ‘Mourning Be- 
comes Electra’ was effected yester- 
day (Monday) bringing the top down 
to $4 for the orchestra. Last week 
it was sliced from $6 to $5. 

Present scale means that non- 
subscribers can now see ‘Electra’ at 
an admission below that paid by 
subscribers when the play first 
opened. Subscribers, with an allow- 
ance of $1, paid $5 when the price 


producing 








was $6. Subscription period ex- 
pired in ‘Electra’s’ fifth or sixth 
week. 


Reason for the additional reduc- 
tion is an attempt to build an ad- 
vance, as was the purpose when 
first reducing. Also that the show’s 
outlay is paid off, with the firm orig- 
inally wanting a low admission 
when opening but prohibited by 
production costs. 

The touring ‘Electra’ troupe is at 
the same scale, with the N. Y,.. run 
to be abbreviated for additional 
road time. Guild has not been ad- 
vised of the decision on its appeal 


to the Internal Revenue Dept. in 
Washington on the order to pay 


10% tax. Meanwhile, that 10% is 
not being added to tickets now be- 
ing sold, which may be an indica- 
tion, 





Bascom Agent Again 
As Party Specialist 


George J. Bascom, in whose name 
there is a string of ticket agencies, 
principally in the hotels, is re- 
entering the ticket business. His 
activities at this time will be con- 
fined to club service and private 
theatre parties. 

McBride’s took over the Bascom 
agencies about a year ago. While 
Bascom retained 49% of the stock, 
he was unable to stand his end of 
operating losses and withdrew, Un- 
derstood that about $50,000 would 
have been required from Bascom 
for him to stick. 








Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Inside Story’ (Weeds) Na- 
tional. 

‘Alibi’ (Jea Harris) Morosco. 

‘Collison’ (Gensler) Booth. 





‘Laid in Spain’ (Ziegfeld) 
Ziegfeld. 
‘Crying Out Loud’ (Sam 


Harris) Music Box. 
‘Air Minded’ (Davis) Ritz. 
‘Booth Missed’ (Brady, Hart- 
wig, Shuberts) Royale. 


‘Bough Breaks’ (Lubin) 
Times Sq. 

‘Zombie’ (Sherwood) Long- 
acre. 











LEBLANG-POSTAL ANNI 


Both Ends of Theatre Ticket Serv- 
ice Expresses Satisfaction 





‘Show business is far from dead. 
There is always a market for good 
attractions,’ Mrs. Joe Leblang told 
newspapermen, talking frankly as 
she hosted it in the manner of her 


late husband. The occasion marked 
the first year of the combination of 
Postal Telegraph and the Leblang 
agency. 

Mrs. Leblang expressed pride in 
the affiliation, now one of the larg- 
est premium agencies on Broadway, 
‘because Joe predicted its success. 
He claimed that the sale of tickets 
at three different prices under the 
same roof was feasible and logical, 
since some people prefer choice 
seats while others are content to 
witness shows at lesser vantage 
points. Joe also held that cut rates 
would always aid some shows and 
we have current instances where at- 
tractions have virtually been taken 
over by us.’ She said thousands 
have again gotten the theatre habit 
because of modest priced tickets. 

Mrs. Leblang thanked the news- 
papers for the courtesy extended 
‘to me and my lieutenants, Matty 
Zimmerman, Joey Keith and Hugh 
Leblang, ‘although sometimes the 
pictures used of me were not so 
good.’ 

Frank C. Page vice president of 
the International Telegraph and 
Telephone Co. which is parent to 
Postal, echoed Mrs. Leblang’s re- 
marks. He said the late Joe Le- 
blang was Postal’s saviour of the 
latter’s ticket operations, which 
while it cost Postal about $150,000, 
was not a loss since it was good 
promotion for the communications 
company, 





Touring Coast ‘Hotel’ 
Los Angeles, Jan. 25. 

Completing 10 weeks at the Be- 
lasco March 5, 70 people cast of 
Belasco - Curran production’ of 
‘Grand Hotel’ is going to Frisco for 
six weeks and will then attempt 
road with Portland, Seattle, Salt 
Lake and Denver dated. 

Belief here is that Coast prospects 
are the best in years, 





SPARKS TRYING AGAIN 


Robert Sparks, producer of the 
short lived ‘Never No More,’ is fig- 
uring on another try. Play will be 
‘Monkey’ by Sam Janney. Sparks 
will direct it himself. 

‘Monkey’ was tried out in Boston 
last April, 





Hooey Code in Calif. on Actors 
Arrests for Indecent Performance 





Los Angeles, Jan. 25. 

Amendment of the California 
code designed to protect actors from 
arrest on obscenity charges until 
action had been taken against the 
owners or operators of the show, 
turns out to be so much hooey. 
Amusement interests on the coast 
petitioned and lobbied to put over 
the amendment last year. In its first 
testing, in the Los Angeles police 
raid on ‘Lysistrata,’ Superior Judge 
Yankwich pointed out that the 
amendment is attached to a subdi- 
vision of law that says nothing 
about producers but refers to ac- 
tors alone. 

The Los Angeles city ordinance 
under which arrests were made cov- 
ers ground untouched by the state 
code in that it applies to business 
or pantomime as well as spoken 
lines. The city also reaches beyond 
the usual definitions of indecency 
to control anything that can be 





LL 


construed as a tendency to corrupt 


the morals of youth. Even if acts 
or gestures are unintentional, they 
lay the actor subject to arrest, and 
other members of the company 
whether involved or not. 

Leading to his conclusion that the 
Los Angeles ordinance is a valid 


exercise of police power, Judge 
Yankwich remarked that ‘Many 


things which would not shock the 
morals of adults might shock the 
morals of youth. The question 
whether this is a proper standard 
is not before us. Children have al- 
ways been regarded as a fit subject 
for distinctive classification. Here 
the city has seen fit to denounce 
and condemn plays which offend 
youth,’ ; 
Foregoing was in the opinion 
denying Dickson Morgan and 
George Roberson an_ injunction 
against further police interference 
with ‘Lysistrata’ pending trial on 
the obscenity charges. Trials are 
set for Wednesday and Thursday 





of this week. 


Frisco’s Downtown and Absence of 


Good Shows Murder Local Legit 





WEATHERLY-BRADY AGAIN 


Rejoin as Producers On New Show 
=—Ona Munson in Cast 


Tom Weatherly and young Bill 
3rady will get together again for 
‘We Are No Longer Children,’ from 
a French by 
split as 
‘Little 
producing 


play Leopold Mar- 
Lads 
second 


been 


chand. 
after the 
have 
since, 

Casting now on with Ona Munson 
a probable lead. 


producers 
Show’ and 
separately 


BANK MORTGAGEE BIDS 
IN HUDSON, $697,041 


Wednesday (20) saw the passing 
of the Hudson theatre property from 
the Harris family into the hands 
of the Emigrant Industrial Savings 
sank. A mortgage of $597,041 was 
foreclosed, the bank bidding the 
property in for $100,000 over the 
mortgage. 

Property had been under the Har- 
ris guidance for nearly 25 years, the 
late Henry B. Harris first getting 
it in 1908. Mrs. Henry B. Harris 
had been operating the house for 
the past few years, but a series of 
failures and darkness spelt loss. 
There was a considerable amount 
due in back interest and taxes. 

Understood that William Harris, 
jr., producer and brother-in-law of 
Mrs. Harris holds a second mort- 
gage of about $17,000 on the prop- 
erty. Foreclosure has an additional 
sad note in it in that Mrs. Harris 
turned down an offer of a reported 
$1,200,000 a few years ago when a 
bus company wanted the property 
for a terminal. Ground runs through 
44th street to 45th, with a larger 
frontage of nearly 100 feet on the 
latter street and aout 40 on 44th. 





Tex Propositions 
Hopkins on Show 


Texas Charles 
Hopkins to star her in a legit. She 
paid Hopkins, a class producer, a 
visit Wednesday (20) and so prop- 
ositioned him, 


Show involved is an adaptation of 
a recently published biography of 
Aimee Semple McPherson, with Tex 
to play the evangelist. Hopkins last 
show was by John Galsworthy and 
his next now scheduled is by A. A. 
Milne. The Guinan show won't be 
a sex affair and there’s a chance 
Hopkins may do it. 


Ben-Ami’s New Role 


Chicago, Jan. 25. 

Ben-Ami steps into the Charles 
Laughton role of ‘Payment De- 
ferred’ Jan. 31 for a two-week run 
at the Lafayette, Detroit, under 
Robert McLaughlin auspices. Ami 
closes his engagement in ‘Samson 
and Delilah’ at the Adelphi here this 
week, 

Arrangement with Gilbert Miller 
gives the Cleveland manager the 
midwest rights to the play. Mc- 
Laughlin version, with an entirely 
newly recruited cast, went into re- 
hearsal here today (25), 


Guinan wants 








Mrs. Healy Loses 


San Francisco, Jan, 25. 

Superior Court this week dis- 
missed the $10,000 suit brought 
against the San Francisco Light 
Opera Co. by Mrs. Frank Healy, 
widow of the company’s late foun- 
der. Widow sued for money al- 
legedly due Healy’s estate for pro- 
moting and organizing the com- 
pany. 

A receivership complaint also 
filed by Mrs. Healy is still on the 
books, 


Reopening Worcester 


Worcester, Mass., Jan. 25. 

The old Worcester theatre, legit, 
believed consigned to oblivion after 
its purchase by a Spencer bank, 
has been leased to Joseph H. Wood- 
head. He will reopen the house 
but the policy still is undetermined, 
although it may be stock, 

Woodhead formerly was part 
ower of three theatres in Clinton 
and also was connected with the 
Boston Opera company. 














San Francisco, Jan, 25. 

San Francisco's legit situation is 
about as low today as it has ever 
stood. Not since the days of ’49 
has this city with its cosmopolitan 
air and long famous appreciation of 
good stage show fare revealed 


as 
little interest in the stage setup, 
Though the advent of the talkers 


has something to do with the 
dition, the dearth of good attrac. 
tions is the dominant cause for 
the lack of interest. This is proven 
whenever a worthy attraction comes 
to town, with the last example set 
by the Duncan Sisters, who 
good profits with a three-week run 
of their well-known and somewhat 
often-seen ‘Topsy and Eva.’ 

Currently in this city, which has 
given countless present day stars 
as well as heroes and heroines of 
yesteryear their start, only two legit 
shows are on the boards. One is 
Henry Duffy’s stock company at 
the Alcazar, while the other is the 
Stratford-Upon-Avon players in a 
Shakespearean rep at the Erlanger 
Columbia. Unitil the Stratford 
group came in two weeks ago the 
only legit offering in this town of 
more than 600,000 and with a draw- 
ing power of some 450,000 was the 
Duffy stock company. 


con- 


took 


San Francisco’s downtown area 
is far from the active spot it was 
some ten years ago, or in fact 


three years ago. After 6.30 p. m. it 
takes plenty to get the natives be- 
low Mason street or above Market 
street. Though the picture houses 
are feeling the same type of slump 
every American city is going 
through the legits are in a much 
more dilapidated state purely be- 
cause of lack of draw shows. 

The once profitable Geary theatre, 
leased by Louis Lurie to Homer 
Curran, is dark and looks to be in 
for many more dark than light 
weeks, Its sister house, Curran, 
also operated by Curran, has an 
indefinite outlook, and is presently 
dark. Curran with his Southern 
California associate, Edward Belas- 
co, have a few bookings lined up. 
3ut these are not definite, and the 
first one, Richard Bennett in a new 
version of ‘Cyrano de Bergerac’ has 


already had its opening date 
bounced around, 
Duffy’s Popularity 
Henry Duffy holds forth at the 


Alcazar where its $1.50 top is good 
for steady weekly profit. But down 
a few blocks stands the President, 
pitch dark and scheduled to remain 
that way from now on. This house 
was a big winner for Duffy until 
a year and a half ago when the 
sorrel-top producer folded through 
over-expansion all over the coast. 
Duffy was the only man in a group 
of some dozen well known show- 
men who was able to put the Presi- 
dent over. In fact had it not 
been for his Northwestern and 
Southern California ventures, Duffy 
would still be in the President 
clicking merrily along as he is now 
doing in Alcazar. He is one of the 
best liked legit men the city has 
ever known and may yet come 
through with the McAllister street 
house, 

The old Tivoli opera house, first 
home of the opera, then a west 
coast film palace and later the home 
of Klaw-Erlanger shows, is dark 
most of the time, occasionally open- 
ing for society shows, concert arte 
ists or symphony concerts. Er- 
langer’s Columbia on O'Farrell 
street, the remodeled old Orpheum 
theatre, which is operated by J. J. 
Gottleig and Ralph Pincus, is the 
only legit house in town with a 
list of bookings for the future. But 
even this house has a heavy dark 
program for the year. 





Vroom In on ‘Robbery’ 


Arch Selwyn and Crosby Gaige, 
who obtained a reported 25% in- 
terest in Paul Streger’s ‘Jewel Rob- 
bery’ by posting an Equity salary 
guarantee, have sold out to Lode- 
wick Vroom. Ed Stump is now the 
troupe’s manager, replacing Sam 
Schwartz, an employee of Selwyn. 

Information is that much of the 
show's backing came from a Mr. 
Lewis, father of Mary Ellis, co- 
starring in ‘Robbery’ with her hus- 
band, Basil Sidney. When Gaige 
and Selwyn stepped in they also se- 
cured the show’s booking, but that 
is understood to have been let 89 
when ‘Wild Waves’ was booked for 
the Times Square, a Selwyn house, 
with ‘Robbery’ going into the Booth, 
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UA. Informally in Alliance’ 


For Experimental Stage Tries 








United Artists is setting up a sub 
rosa legit production department for 
experimental purposes. If the first 
play goes, it will be announced. 
People involved in the deal are Jed 
Harris, Chester Erskin, Joseph M. 
Schenck and Louis Milestone. 

First play is ‘Little Old Boy’ by 
Albert Fein, which went into re- 
hearsal yesterday (25). It will be 
produced by Jed Harris, with Ches- 
ter Erskin handling the direction, 
first time anyone outside of Harris 
has staged one of his plays. 

No papers have been signed in 
the deal by any of the quartet, 
with everything in the hush-hush 
stage, and denying that United Ar- 
tists has anything to do with it. 
But all four have been together 
several evenings in succession re- 
cently and pretty Well established 
that Schenck provided the backing 
for the play. 

Broached Months Ago 

Things began seething several 
months ago, with an announcement 
to the effect Harris was going to 
United Artists. This was denied 
by both sides, and truthfully, the 
pourparlers between Schenck and 
Harris at that time being merely es- 
fablishment of the ground work 
for the legit venture. 

After the first play is set, if it 
makes the grade, both the Erskin 
and Harris names will be used for 
production purposes. 

Erskin joining the group for the 
experiment mean that he turned 
down a $2,500 a week directing offer 
from Metro, his angle being that he 
prefers legit work and thinks the 
new tieup has a greater future out- 
look than a straight picture jeb. 


BILL FOX BACKING 
WOODS’ NEW PLAY? 


Al Woods has Louis Calhern, 
Margaret Churchill, film actress, 
and Robert Strange heading the 
east of ‘Inside Story,’ his first play 
since going into receivership. Re- 
hearsals were to begin last week, 
under A. H. Van Beuren’s direc- 
tion. 

‘Inside’ by George Bryant and 
Francis Verdi, is a gangster play 
and was owned by several mana- 
gers last season. William Fox is 
reported in on the financial end 
with Woods. 

While Woods wasn’t required, be- 
fore his financial breakdown, to 
Post a bond, Equity is now demand- 
ing surety, with the producer giv- 
ing a bond for the troupe. 








‘Years’ Rushed to B’way 
After Break-In Jams 


A switch in bookings brings Vin- 
eent Youmans’ musical ‘Through 
the Years’ into the Manhattan 
Thursday (28), It had been slated 
for Springfield this week. Show is 
the musical version of 
Through,’ under which 
Opened out of town. 

Clashing ter ._peramerts are blamed 
for cast changes. One was the 
withdrawal of Norma Terris, who 
was replaced by Natalie Hall. When 
the show went to Washington Miss 
Terris, worn out from rehearsing, 
rested Sunday night. Monday night 
when she reported at the theatre 
an understudy had been substituted. 
Although Miss Terris had a run of 
the play contract, cancellation was 
mutually agreed on and she was 
Paid two weeks’ salary. 

Reginald Owen replaced Tom 


wers after the latter became dis- 
Satisfied, 





‘Smilin’ 
title it 





Chevalier in ‘Follies’ 


Although at work on a new mu- 
sical, being written by Lew Brown, 
a Henderson and Mark Hellinger, 
won nea has in mind a new 

les,’ slated for late spring. 

Maurice Chevalier will be starred, 
it is reported. The French artist is 
te Present on a concert tour, after 
Which he is due back in Hollywood 
On the Paramount lot. Date of the 
Proposed new ‘Follies’ would prob- 
ably depend on Chevalier’s picture 
assignments, 


vv 





2-STAGE ACTION 


New Way of Staging for ‘Mardi 
Gras’—Movement on Rear Stage 
Continuous 








Norman Bel Geddes starts on his 
second show of the season, ‘Mardi 
Like his 
previous shows, there'll be some- 
thing new in the way of stage con- 
traptions, this time a two-stage ar- 
rangement. 

By Maurine Watkins, the play 
deals with the New Orleans annual! 
festival. Geddes will have two 
stages arranged, with the set of the 
show wherein the action takes place 
on the fore part of the platform 
and the other one built on an 
elevation in back of the first. Rear 
one will continually show the car- 
nival under way, with the second 
novelty that the main set of the 
play will have no actual rear wall. 


DENVER’S SCHEME FOR 
FREE GRAND OPERA 


Denver, Jan, 25. 


Gras,’ in about two weeks. 





Denver may hear grand opera for 
a $2 top, scaled down to 75 cents, 
and with several hundred seats free 
if a local committee can put the 
thing across. The plan involves hav- 
ing the stars of the Metropolitan 
and Chicago grand opera companies 
spend their vacations in Colorado 
and devote two weeks to the sum- 
mer opera. Local singers would fill 
the minor roles. 

The committee says the stars have 
been approached and are keen 
enough for the idea to come out 
here for nominal salary. 

The mayor has offered the muny 
auditorium rent free if several gal- 
leries are free to the public, and if 
the company will give a free con- 
cert in the new natural amphithe- 
atre in the park at the Red Rocks. 





Society’s Testimonial 


To Emilie Melville at 78 


San Francisco, Jan. 25. 


Cream of local society, headed by 
the biggest fem names in the blue 
book, is plugging away on a Feb. 
4 testimonial for Emilie Melville, 
who, 63 years ago at the age of 15, 
made her stage debut here as a 
child actress. Columbia theatre is 
set for the show with manager 
Ralph Pineus and Reginald Travers 
in charge of a committe that in- 
cludes every important theatre man 
in town. Edith Bristol of ‘Call- 
Bulletin,’ is actually responsible for 
revealing present plight of grand 
old lady of the San Francisco stage. 

Miss Melville, who shares popu- 
larity here with Lotta Crabtree, 
though making but one appearance 
in recent years, ‘Royal Family,’ has 
been quartered in a small home on 
Telegraph Hill. When approached 
by Miss Bristol, she still showed 
that arch independence by telling 
her well-wishers she was healthy, 
wealthy, etc. Other dailies picked 
up the yarn and result is the com- 
ing performance. 








2 Cyranos in Frisco 





San Francisco, Jan. 25. 


With Richard Bennett in his own 
version of ‘Cyrano de Pergerac’ set 
for the Geary Feb. 8 and Walter 
Hampden in his version slated for 
the Columbia about March 15, com- 
petition between the two has al- 
ready reached the steaming point. 

Coming so close together this 
competitive booking of the same 
play is one of the queerest legit 


booking situation to occur on the 
local street. Local gang figure 


postponement of the Geary’s date 
to February may have something to 
do with Hampden’s publicity as the 
Zennett run will wind up just about 
when Hampden’s advertising starts. 





JOLSON’S FRISCO WINDUP 
Los Angeles, Jan. 25. 
The Jolson ‘Wunderbar’, plans are 
to play a week at the Biltmore here 
Mareh 22 and then conclude the 
tour in San Francisco, 


ELLIOTT QUITS LEGIT 


But Still Holds Out One Play as 


Possibility 





James W. Elliott, the persistent 
promoter of producers, is out of 
legit, at least temporarily. Elliott 
is now on the payroll of the Gen- 
eral Electric Co. in New York. It’s 
said he holds an executive position 
in the sales department. 

Just before quitting legit, Elliott 
became interested in ‘While the 
World Sleeps’ by Russell Owen. 
Latter is a New York ‘Times’ re- 
porter, and accompanied Admiral 
Byrd on his antarctic flight, which 
the play is about. Producer may do 
this show. 


MORE $ SAFETY 
FOR PLAYERS 
IN CO-OPS 


~-— 





New 
thors’ 


arrangement with the Au- 
League, whereby actors in 
co-operative and bond waiving 
will get more protection, is 
being worked out by Equity and the 
writers’ organization. ae ee 
Equity’s request. 

Proposal bears on Equity’s latest 
method of safegue*ding actors in 
shoestring affairs and the assign- 
ment recently invoked 
whereby no bond shows must assign 
50% of the producers’ stock and film 
rights. When this was first put into 
effect it was thought players in 
these shows had been afforded as 
much protection as could be sal- 
vaged. However, two loopholes now 
come up. 

Producers collect nothing on their 
shows, in case of picture sale, un- 
less a show has had three weeks on 
Broadway. This meant that runs 
shorter than 21 days gave all the 
film money to authors, the latter not 
making any assignments but with 
the producer out. Under this cir- 
cumstance casts could collect none 
of this film money. 

Royalty Loop Hole 

Another weakness appeared in 
that should the producer fail to pay 
royalties within 10 days, the play 
reverts back to the author, and the 
cast again is frozen. Such a case 
came up on the recently closed 
‘Coastwise Annie,’ with the producer 
just paying up in time. 

Equity’s proposal] to change was 
made to the Author’s League sev- 
eral weeks ago but action has been 
delayed until Louis Silcox, League 
sec, returns from Washington. The 
question is expected to be settled 
shortly. 

Actors working In co-ops aver the 
present system still to be n. g. 
Should the Equity-League deal 
work out, it will probably mean 
changes in the League’s basic agree- 
ment with producers. 


COPS FACE JAIL, FINE 
FOR 2D ‘LIZZIE’ RAID 


Los Angeles, Jan. 25. 

Superior Court Judge Mahon 
found Captain Jones of the purity 
squad guilty of violating the injunc- 
tion restraining pclice interference 
with ‘Lysistrata’ after the first raid, 
although show closed Jan. 18 after 
the second raid Jan. 15. 

Court will deliver sentence Wed- 
nesday (27), which, at discretion, 
carries penalty of five days in jail 
or $500 fine, or both. 


shows 


system 











Play on Jeanne Eagels 


about the life of the late 
Eagels may yet reach 
Broadway. Sidney M. Biddell, book 
publisher, has the script. 
Publisher-producer’s office main- 
tains there’s nothing set as to the 
production 


Chi Opera Cuts Road 
Tour to Two Weeks 


Chicago, Jan. 25 
tour of the Chicago Civic 
Opera this year will last only two 
weeks in Boston. Opera closes here 
Jan. 30 and opens at the Boston 
Opera House two days lat‘r. Will 
give 16 performances. 

Last year the company had a six- 
road tour, including Port- 
Seattle, San Francisco 


Play 
Jeanne 





Road 


weeks’ 


land, 





Los Angeles. 





lting enough 


--— <== 


Shubert Receivers Cut Deficit 
Further; Now Less Than $75,000 





°’ 
- 


STOCK’S SIDE MONEY 


Road Shows at $2 Help Out Hart- 
man Players in Columbus 
Columbus, Jan. 25. 
Milestone Productions, local co- 
op stock headed by Edith King, has 
found a way to keep going and pay 
some kind of salaries. 


Players put on their shows at Tic | 


top and bring in well known but 


cheap road show on either one or 


two-day stands each week. Road 
shows take $2 from the local folk 
who think they're plenty hot in 
these poor stage days And the 
visitors don’t take much away with 


them either. 

Hartman stock is performing to 
small houses at low prices but get- 
from the road shows 
to keep alive. 


CONDENSED MUSICALS 


Product 
dewn to picture house running 
resulted in an investiga 
tion getting under way by the Au- 
thors’ Lea Latter group is cu- 
rious as to how its members are 
being paid for the de luxe picture 
house showings. 

It’s generally accepted by the 
League that flat payments are being 
made for royalties, a percentage 
basis on weekly grosses not being 
thought possible. League is com- 
municating with the authors of the 
shows that are playing or will play 
film theatre time. 

It appears that no coverage of 
such production is in the Dra- 
matists’ Guild contracts. Held pos- 
sible such a clause may be written 
in in the future. 


time has 


Sue. 





Ad for ‘Hit’ Shows on 





That gag ad anent seven hits on 
45th street nearly started a little 
managerial-press agents-newspaper 
battle. Because several stand-out 
shows are spotted on that thorough- 
fare, a solicitor for the ‘Times’ sug- 
gested extra display space. Some of 
the shows hesitated about it and 
while that was going on, Pat Me- 
Nutt and Dick Maney slipped it in. 
They paid for the benefit of ‘Hay 
Fever.’ 

The ‘Times’ man again drummed 
up a bit of extra space trade, this 
time eight shows beins named and 
the bill charged pro rata to each 
attraction. When the proof of the 
ad was shown a press agent ob- 
jected to the presence of ‘Jewel 
Robbery’ at the Booth, contending 
it was no hit. That show was then 
deleted and seven shows were men- 
tioned. 

Crosby Gaige ani Paul Streger, 
who own ‘Robbery,’ immediately 
emitted a squawk. Mary Ellis and 
Basil Sydney, starred, threatened to 


quit while Nat Dorfman and Ben 
Holzman, press agent: for ‘Rob- 
bery,’ threatened suit individually 


and collectively against the ‘Times.’ 

Then the ‘Times’ ruled that this 
type of ad vould not be acceptable 
again since it was unfair to other 
attractions elsewhere on Broadway. 
Shows named in the ad were ‘Of 
Thee I Sing,’ ‘Reunion at Vienna,’ 
‘Counsellor At Law,’ ‘Cynara,’ 
‘Laugh Parade, ‘Springtime for 
Henry’ and ‘Hay Fever.’ 


DISPUTE OVER RIGHTS 


Warner Bros. and Shuberts Claim 
‘Experience’ Ownership 
Picture rights to ‘Experience Un- 
are in dispute. The show, 
at the Longacre is presented by the 
Shuberts who claim the rights since 
the engagement has lasted more 
than the required three weeks. 
Warners, however, aver to have 
purchased the rights several months 
prior to the presentation. 
Show is of foreign origin and sale 
of the screen rights would not have 
to go through the usual procedure. 
Film firm also says it has a different 
version than that of the play. Shu- 
bert receivership, however, has 


necessary’ 


stage 





and | 
'matter. 


started 
Warners 


proceedings to 


peniing settlement of the 


MATTER OF ROYALTY ON 


ion of legit musicals tabbed } 





Same Street Causes Row 





Problem of the receivers for the 
Shubert Theatre Corp., is that of 
raising cash, the basic worry that 
caused the financial crash of the 
company. The proposed reorgani- 
zation plan will not be known until 
Lee Shubert returns from Palm 
Beach, his stay there not to be 
more than two That ap- 
pears to upon 
Fisk. 
continues to 
progress and the operating 
deficit is now than $75,000. 
When the receivers took charge it 
$136,000. 


week 


weeks. 
been 
with his co-receiver, Char'tes 

The 
show 


have agreed 


receivership 
less 


was There was but one 
Dec. 1 but the 
problem of paying taxes and mort- 
interest charges must be 
solved before the end of the theatre 
season. 


losing since 


gage 


Deadline in June 


Doubt is expressed whether the 
court would permit another exten- 
sion of the receivership beyond 
June, for the reason that three dull 
summer months would have to be 
faced. The sum necessary to dis- 
solve the receivership is about $2,- 
000,000. Aid in raising that sum 
among the creditors is a possibility 
based on the fact that forced sell- 
ing of the assets might resuit in 
the ereditors getting little or noth- 


ing. The expectation of better 
times next season, is their main 
hope. 


- Because ‘the Shubert status is 
that of an equity receivership, the 
court recognizes the corporation 
has plenty of assets but no money. 
The Shubert assets consist in the 
main of theatres which they own fn 
part or whole. Theatre realty price 
levels are approximately 45% un- 
der the original purchase figures 
and if sale is forced it is doubtful 
if much more than the amount of 
the mortgages would be realized. 

In any event the Shubert corpora- 
tion will not be forced into bank- 
ruptcy. The present receivership is 
adequate to liquidate the assets if 
that is found to be the only solu- 
tion. It was explained that bank- 
ruptcy would involve a costly pro- 
cedure such as two sets of receivers, 
two sets of lawyers and many other 
costly officials. 


$25 MINIMUM SALARY 
FOR TRY-OUT THEATRE 


Tryout theatre Fred Fisher and 
Robert Gross are running at the 
New Yorker is operating with its 
cast ona minimum guaran’: : basis, 
Likewise a minimum bond is posted. 
Guaranteed salary said to be $25. 

First play is ‘Trombenick’ by 
Ralph Astrofsky, mentioned for pro- 
duction several times before. Some 
trouble claimed casting, because of 
t’ ec salaries. 


Stock Lead Sues Theatre 
For Death of His Mother 


Denver, Jan. 25. 

Albert Van Antwerp, until a 
couple of weeks ago leading man 
with the Denham stock, has sued 
the Denham theatre for $5,000 dam- 
ages, for the death of his mother, 
allegedly caused by injuries re- 
ceived in a fall in a darkened pas- 
sage of the theatre. 

Mrs. Lottie E. Van Antwerp, died 
Jan. 18. Defendants are Ben 
Ketcham, George Cleveland, Lillian 
Rambeau and C. C. Spicer, backers 
of the stock and owners of the the- 
atre lease. 

















‘Vanities’ Leaving and 
New Version Due In 


‘Vanities’ will tour from the Earl 
Carroll shortly and a new revue 
with the same title will replace it. 
Probable that the house will be dark 
for a time while the new ‘Vanities’ 
is readying. First date out for the 
present show, expected to be Chi- 
cago, 

‘Vanities’ is in its 23rd week. Its 
withdrawal is a surprise, since pre- 
diction despite panning reviews was 
would last through the 
season, the novelty of the new thea- 


the show 





enjoin the} 


| Claimed over $61,000. 


tre a factor in that figuring. susi- 
ness during the opening weeks was 
Recent pace 
timated down under $35,000. 
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\ LITTLE RACKETEER 


Shubert musical comedy-revue starring 
Queenie Smith. Adapted from the German 
of F. Katbfuss and R. Wilde; music by 


Haskell Brown; lyrics by Edward Eliscu; 
dances staged by Albertina Rasch. Settings 
by Watson Barrett; book staged by Wil- 
liam Caryl. At the 44th St. theatre, Jan. 
18. $4.40 top. 

Donnie Parker......eeeeereees Carl Randall 
Mr. Knoblock......ccscscsess John Perkins 
Frank IT@ave......6++5 ....George Marshall 
Alberta Lawrence.....«---. Barbara Newberry 


Ethel Pierson......csceseceees Grace Hayes 
Dick Barrison.....++e+««+- .. John Garrick 
Head Waiter .. George Dei Rigo 
Flossie Kay Simmons 
May .. uskhwooen esses ese 2 
SOT. co cvecnduedv ewes: Daniel J. Sullivan 
Jay Slump ....-- William Kent 


Dixie . Se ee ode a Sine ..Queenie Smith 
Mrs. Alameda Snook...... Lorraine Weimar 
Henry unset ....-Hamtree Harrington 
Grayson .. cees .. Walter Johnson 
The Ghost Priest.....Khalil Oglou Mazini 
Yo Hay Tong .Princess Yo Hay Tong 


A dull and formula book made al- 
most worth the money by its sur- 
roundings of a brisk dancing show, 
if, indeed any dancing show can 
be made worth $4.40 considering | 
what can be had up and down the} 
Street at 85 cents. It is the danc- 
ing in this production that gives it 
what lure it has. 

Production iiself 
for the amount involved 
vestiture, since the suspicion forces 
itself that much of the accessories 
came out of the reservoir the Shu- 
berts have in the store house. And 
even then there’s nothing prodigal 
about it. 

But as a sprightly stepping ses- 
sion it’s worth while. Besides that 
there isn't much, except a few fairly 
spicy exchanges of dialog with a 
medium content of wit. 

The star herself is cast into what 
ought to be an ingenue role and 
although she manages to get from 
it all its value, even then it isn’t 


much. Grace Hayes, the statuesque, 
has a part richer in character and 
humor than the star, playing as she 
does, a not so hard boiled gold dig- 
ger and playing it with a creamy 
blardness that makes it stand out. 

However, the piece being framed 
the way it is, most of the honors 
go to the dancing principals, notably 
Barbara Newberry and Carl Ran- 
dall, a dancing juvenile who is 
recognized in show business for a 
resourceful stepper who has never 
really received his deserts. This 
pair drew the applause verdict of 
the performance viewed, notably 
their acrobatic session in the sec- 
ond act. 

What made the click especially 
conspicuous was that it was spotted 
in far from the best location, follow- 
ing immediately upon a Spanish en- 
semble interpreted by a group of 
six svelt Albertina Rasch girls with 
plenty of hip waving and a load of 
sex appeal, The Randall-Newberry 
follow up couldn't have been worse 
placed for effect, but still dynamited 
to the embarrassment of Miss 
Hayes who found it difficult to get 
going with her lines immediately 
after. 

Other featured player is William 
Kent, sunk in a semi-straight light 
role as the hero’s chauffeur and in- 
volved in a comedy love episode 
with an eccentric c medy woman 
done neatly by Lorraine Weimar 
with just the right low comedy em- 
phasis. Tenor role falls to John 
Garrick, who has both the voice 
and the smoothly masculine per- 
sonality to carry off this usually 
blah assignment. 

Laughs are fairly well spaced, 
although the lines often go to pretty 
extreme lengths to invite them, but 
on the comedy alone the piece would 
never stand up. It is the dancing 
and the semblance of speed that 
makes the show possible—if it is 
possible at the scale. 

The score has some grace but 
nothing that stands up as a sure 
musical vogue. Best of the lot is 
‘Danger if 1 Love You,’ a light love 
song easy enough to listen to, even 
if it is reprised from late in the first 
act on. Best test of the straight 
away numbers was that they earned 
only mild returns, while it was the 
dance bits that got the solid ap- 
plause. 

In the playing the piece looks as 
though pretty much all its original 
German book was jettisoned and 
made over. In all probability the 
score Was considerably American- 
ized, as well, and then the whole 
thing pepped up with dance acces- 
sories. 

Story has to do with Dixie, (Miss 
Smith) city waif, who plays. the 
racket of going to sleep in expen- 
sive parked cars and then playing 
upon the sympathies of the owners. 
Dick (Garrick) finds her in his 
auto and in order to cure her of a 
disposition to play with mild rack- 
eting, schemes to make her a part- 
ner in a phoney burglary in his own 
home, arranging for a make-believe 
arrest, all of it leading to the satis- 
factory love affair between them, all 
to the disgust and defeat of Ethe! 
(Miss Hayes), Dick’s well provited 





makes a flash 
in its in- 


Plays on Broadway 


MR. PAPAVERT 


Comedy in three acts and five scenes pre- 
sented by Joe Zelii at the Vanderbile 
theatre Jan. 22. Adapted and staged by 
Hi. S. Kraft under supervision of Max Fig- 






man. Pased on a novel by George 
Froeschel. 

ree. Pens) i dbs sa haben eee Lillian Toller 
Office Boy. .crsecescoves Roger Le Gouriadec 
DEON  TMMOP so 0c:0i'} 6046 e6d005 Edward Leiter 
Francis Bavache........+.. Herbert Corthell 
Mrs, Papavert......- -.--Flavia Arcaro 
Mrs. Weinstein....... eooee-.-ntella Unger 
Hilda Papavert....cccéccees Alice Reinheart 
Commissioner Hughes...... William Roeelle 
Ingpector Burke....... Hugh Cameron 
Warden Flannig®n.. ...Wm. EB. Morris 
Mr. Papavert. eee .. Edgar Stehl 
COUR s 5 6 ho sd cencscbgbvus kee s John Byrne 
Simhert Moses: ..ccccccccceda Max Figman 
Police Lieutenant Rooney..Anthony Blair 


Joe Murphy... ..Kdw. Colebrook 


More than anything this produc- 
tion seems to be a lesson in what 
harm ‘kind’ newspaper criticism can 
do. Play was produced first about 
3 or 4 weeks ago and was a dis- 
mal failure. Critics next day, trying 
to be kind to Joe Zelli, called it a 
very bad presentation of a good 
idea. So Zelli closed the show and 
announced it would be rewritten, 
recast and restaged. Now, if any- 
thing, it’s worse than before. 
It’s pretty much a hopeless idea, 
in the first place. Had it been writ- 
ten by some really inspired theatre 
writer of the George Kaufman cal- 
ibre there is a possibility that it 
might have stood a chance. And a 
really inspired theatre writer could 
just as easily have found a better 
idea, to do his writing on. 
‘Mr. Papavert’ it’s called now to 
differentiate it from the first version, 
called ‘Papavert.’ Play itself was 
rewritten with just as little imagi- 
nation. 
Supposed to be a satire on com- 
munism, Wilhelm Papavert is a 
poor bookbinder who somehow got 
mixed up in a strike nine years be- 
fore the play starts and was sent 
to jail for life. ‘The Party’ makes 
a fight for his freedom, using him 
merely as a symbol, he not even 
knowing about it. Party leader, 
Max Lazar, lives with Papavert’s 
daughter in companionate marriage, 
and even Papavert’s wif: has be- 
come a party worker. 
Blection is coming, so Papavert 
is given a pardon, to find himself in 
a maelstrom of politics about which 
he knows nothing. He tries to get 
himself rearrested in order to get 
away from the various party offi- 
cials who hound him, and can’t. 
Tries to hang himself and the 
chandelier breaks. So he decides to 
become the national hero he’s being 
told he is and takes over the reins 
of party leadership himself. 
Play is doing quite nicely in Paris, 
which is given as a basis for the 
thought it ought to do well here. 
Not necessarily so. Every French 
funny paper—or sober paper, for 
that matter—makes a point of bur- 
lesquing politics. Every revue has 
sketches about politics. Politics and 
sex are the two subjects which 
about cover the entire field of 
French modern wit. Feeling some- 
times arises in foreigners visiting 
France that there are no jokes about 
any other subjects. With that back- 
ground it is conceivable that they 
might like ‘Papavert’ somewhat. 
But for New York it’s hopeless from 
every standpoint. 
As to the manner of acting it is 
only necessary to realize that Hugh 
Cameron, a burlesque comedian, has 
one of the top parts and plays it 
that way. In the first version he 
was a warden. He evidently was 
too good for the part. He is now an 
inspector of police and manages to 
wander through almost all the acts, 
blighting that much more time. Ed- 
gar Stehli struggles hard with a 
German accent and ridiculous situ- 
ations in the title role. HKdward 
Leiter gives the only really good 
performance as the communist 
leader and wastes his efforts. Stella 
Unger tries hard to give an imita- 
tion of Lou Holtz. 

There was a lot of changing be- 


tween the first and second New 
York versions of this play. All 
wasted. Kauf. 


WHISTLING IN DARK 


Melodramatic comedy presented at the 
Ethel Garrymore theatre, Jan. 19, by Alex- 
ander McKaig; written by Laurence Gross 










and Edward Childs Carpenter; Ernest 
Truex starred: staged by Frank Craven. 

pa errr ee TCL T TTT Martha Mayo 
Joe Salvatore. ....cccccss .Ralph Theadore 
Slim Scanlon..... ‘ ..S. Henry Norell 
Herman Lefkowitz.......... Charies Halton 
Charlie Shaw............Arthur R, Vinton 
SHCOO DUR ses ccccccceccses Edward Arnold 
The Cossack.... McClelland 


.- Charles 


BORRY. ciscccece e sccetoesss deen Beene 
Wallace Porter. cccccccccceces Ernest Truex 
Toby VanBuren............-: Claire Trevor 
CRD - O ROTMG ec cecccccctccccess John Kearney 
Police Sergeant.........Charles McClelland 


This play which had among othet 
titles ‘The Perfect Crime,’ con- 
sidered too meller, is no indicated 
smash, but it is diverting enough to 
land in the money. Alexander Mc- 
Kaig, a young producer, is in again 
after a lapse, 

There are elements of novelty, 
some of the crook stuff seems real 
enough, the acting is of the better 
order and the comedy, while not 
exactly plentiful is rightly spotted. 
On top of that the interest pyra- 





for gir! friend. Rush. 
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PLAYS ABROAD 
MADEMOISELLE 


Paris, Jan. 10. 

Comedy in three acts by Jacques Deval. 
Produced by Benoit Leon Deutsch and 
Jacques Albert. At the Saint Georges, 
Paris, Jan. 7. 
Mademoiselle .......+++++++Marcelle Geniat 
Christiane Galvolisier..,....Renee Devillers 
Madame Galvoisier....,..Betty Daussmond 
JUNOLte cocecccccccesedncssecdame Piarville 
FUSIONS sc cccscccecscesvescccsccesscsmtmsnvar 
TRMPOMO 2 6c0bnercccsediscccesiccseces MEMO 
Lucien Galvoisier...cscsseessceeesess Pauley 
Georges Bontin..... seeeess. Maurice Benard 
Maurice Galvoisier........Christian Gerard 
Valentine ...cescsesseveene Georges Clarins 
EGouard cccccccctecs err " fy! 


unstinted hit, due for a sea- 
son’s run at this stand, and with 
touring chances magnified by the 
fact that no props are necessary, 
only set being an ordinary drawing 
room. Internationally it should also 
g0 big, especially by building up the 


An 


star part—a Claire Eames type. 
Also possible screen bet. 
Jacques Deval’s Hollywood ex- 


perience on films is sensed in his 
clever pacing of pathos and comedy, 
cleverly timed to relieve tension. 
Staging of the play, done by 
Jacques Baumer, an experienced 
actor, is exceedingly good, with tim- 
ing and business making perfectly 
convincing the whole story in one 
single set. 

Play opens showing a well-to-do 
and exceedingly ultra modern fam- 
ily of which members have prac- 
tically nothing in common except 
residing together, composed of a 
lawyer father, traveling frequently 
to try cases; his nice but brainless 
wife, his carefree son, and his 
charming but very § independent 
daughter. lLatter’s companion has 
left, and a new one is introduced. 
She is a stern old maid whom the 
girl immediately hates. Girl never- 
theless hysterically breaks down, 
acknowledging that she lied about 
an errand she just did, and confess- 
ing she has really been to a doctor, 
and finds herself in a delicate posi- 
tion. The man responsible, a young 
foreigner, can be counted out, 

First act ends with the compan- 
ion saving the girl from suicide. 
Next act, which takes place two 
months afterward, shows that the 
companion, whom the girl still hates 
for interfering with her independent 
ways, for some notion of her own, 
is still shielding the girl. When 
latter suddenly faints, she calls for 
her engineer brother and compels 
him to act as a doctor, ordering the 
girl a long rest in the country where 
she will accompany her. Last scene 
shows the return of the girl home 
some months after her country so- 
journ, where, unknown to all, a 
child is born. Girl first intended to 
tell her family everything, but finds 
herself immediately taken up in the 
whirlwind of worldly life which her 
youth craves. The homely compan- 
ion, Whom no man would ever have 
looked at and who always craved 
for motherhood, steps in to protect 
the girl from blackmail by a ser- 
vant, succeeds in making her start 
life again as if nothing had hap- 
pened, and pretends to the family 
that she herself has had a child, 
gives it as a reason to part with her 
ward, and satisfies her spinster’s 
craving for motherhood by thus re- 
taining the girl’s infant. That its 
father is known to have died in a 
motor accident satisfies the audi- 
ence’s mind against any possible 
future for the girl. What might 
seem unconvincing in the story is 
made plausible due to the clever 
way in which the members of the 
family rush after their own pur- 
suits regardless. 

Acting is of the highest order. 
The star part is done by Marcelle 
Geniat with consummate ability. 
Despite the fact that play includes 
considerable comedy and exceed- 
ingly witty dialog, drawing many 
laughs, she succeeds in never bur- 
lesquing her very difficult part, 
which, though it is the title role, by 
no means outshadows the other 
characters. Foreign stars likely to 
insist on the building up of the part 
in the adaptation, which can easily 
be done. The girl’s part is prac- 
tically as important as that of the 
governess, and is magnificently 
acted by Renee Devillers. The com- 
edy background is supplied by 
Pauley as the father, just out of the 
Pirandello cast, and Betty Dauss- 
mond as the mother. 

What make the play go big is not 
only the old maid’s craving for 
motherhood, or even the tragedy of 
the girl's predicament, but these two 
being encased in a witty but biting 
comedy, Mazi. 


DAS LIED DER LIEBE 


(The Song of Love) 
Music by Johann Strauss, done over by 
Johann Wolfgang Korngold, Manuscript 
written by Ludwig Herzer. Staged and 
presented by Fritz and Alfred Rotter. 
Casts: Richard Tauber, Annie Ahlers, 
Adele Sandrock, Olly Gebauer, Liczi Natz- 


ler, Ernst Verebes, Fugen Burg and Fritz 
Spira, At Metropol theatre, Berlin. 


This is the usual Christmas play 
offered by Rotter Brothers, and it 
is always the same formula. In the 
first act two get to know and love 
each other, in the second act, dif- 
ficulties arise or misunderstandings, 
and in the third act they find each 
other again. 

Richard Tauber is here enabled to 
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WILD WAVES 


Philadelphia, Jan, 25. 

After a long string of hopeless 
third and fourth rate tryouts it was 
a pleasure to find one that stands 
at least a reasonable chance. A 
couple of musical shows that bowed 
in here early in the season made the 
grade on Broadway, but nary a non- 
musical, 

This one is ‘Wild Waves’ and it is 
the first venture of the newly 
formed formed firm of Doran, Ray 
and Hewes. Opening at the Garrick 
last Monday, it was originally in- 
tended for a single week only, but 
the producers decided to keep it here 
a second week for revisions. And 
don’t think ‘Wild Waves’ doesn’t 
need them. It’s a good tryout, but 
not that good. 

Authored by William Manley, new 
comedy, all the action of which 
takes place in a radio station, gains 
a very great deal from the shrewd 
direction of Worthington Minor. His 
staging and the performances of 
two or three of the principals are of 
uncalculable asistance to the author, 
who has more of a flair for fast dia- 
log and punch lines than he has for 
sustaining a plot. 

However, thanks to the help he 
gets from director and players, and 
to his own sense of theatrically ef- 
fective scenes and swell comedy sit- 
uations, Manley clicks neatly as an 
author, and after the changes have 
been made ‘Wild Waves’ should win 
him much credit. 

Word has gone around that this 
one satirizes radio somewhat in the 
manner ‘Once in a Lifetime’ did the 
films, ‘Butter and Egg Man’ for the 
stage, and ‘June Moon’ for the song- 
publishing business. That may be 
true in a@ very general sort of way, 
but there are plenty of differences 
between Manley and George 5S. 
Kaufman. Present writer permits 
sentiment in speeches and scenes 
that George would never include, 
and ‘Wild Waves’ has only a little 
of the brittle, almost cold, wise- 
cracking comedy of the plays men- 
tioned, Manley has apparently 
studied the Kaufman pattern. 

Chief characters are Mitch Grat- 
wick, who had once had aspirations 
in the fiel@? of highbrow music, but 
who ended up as an overworked fac- 
totum in a broadcasting establish- 
ment; John Duffy, a young fellow 
with a bully voice but a terrific in- 
feriority complex; Nancy Hodson, 
the heroine, another employee, and 


Roy Denny, a not-too-colorful 
heavy,’ who plays fast and loose 
with the ladies and finally nearly 


gets taken for a ride as a result. 

Mitch and the gal are always 
working to put young Duffy across 
on the air, but he always backs 
down at the last minute. When he 
does get his chance, Denny arrives 
in the station with a brannigan and 
can’t sing. Duffy makes Denny the 
sensation of radio, but he is perfect- 
ly satisfied to go pinchhitting and 
not trying out on his own. Mean- 
while Denny gets plenty of atten- 
tion from the gal. 

Denny’s second chance to make 
g00d comes when Mitch, who has 
written what he thinks is a piano 
masterpiece but which turns out to 
be something by Brahms, fails at 
the crucial moment. Duffy gives 
em ‘Sweet Mystery of Life’ and other 
standbys and scores, but the whole 
trio are fired, and the final scene, 
qguietiy delightful, sees Mitch, Duffy 
and Nancy getting plastered in cele- 
bration of losing their jobs. 

One grand performance is con- 
tributed by Osgood Yerkins as 
Mitch. It's a gem of underplaying 
for tremendous effect. Surprise of 
the evening was the work of a 
youngster named John Beal as the 
juvenile. Beal, whose real name is 
J. Alexander Bliedung, played leads 
for the Mask and Wig here two 
years ago. His role here is a long 
and important one, and he clicks. 
Plenty of sympatthy and also right 
amount of masculine force. Betty 
Starbruck, away from musicals, is 
satisfactory as the girl, and Edith 
Van Cleve gives a peach of a per- 
formance as the hard, wise-cracking 
but soft-hearted girl at the desk. 
George Graham is also okay as one 
of the fussy studio heads. Cast is 
large—almost 40—but most of the 
characters are just bits. Raymond 
Sovey has designed a nice lot of sets, 
and the production moved smoothly 
and quickly, even the first night. 
Those who knew anything about the 
workings of a radio station were 
raving, and those who didn’t seemed 
to enjoy the comedy nearly as much. 
“Wild Waves’ should have a more 
than even chance. Waters. 





Unexpected Husband 


Hollywood, Jan, 20. 
Plenty of laughs heard at the 
Hollywood Playhouse during this 
Barry Conners farce which lasted 
briefly last summer in New York 
and Chicago. Slow last half of the 
first act held action down, but from 
then on it was whoops all over the 
Place. Piece is the follow-thru on 
the story of the couple who passed 
out, were taken to a hotel by 
Strangers and put to bed together 

and registered as man and wife. 
As done here, Edward Everett 





Horton and Shirley Grey had top 
spots as the couple ably supported 
by Lee Prather as the girl's Texan 
father; Matt McHugh as a tab re. 
porter who spouted headlines as no 
reported ever does; Ralph M. Rem. 
ley and Florence Roberts as a pair 
of middle-aged topers; and Gavin 
Gordon and the bell boy-friend the 
girl first turns down. 

Word of mouth should build this 
show, for there's more laughs here 
than anywhere else in town. Cast 
is capable, with Bobby Vernon, sj 
lent comedy star, handling a small 
part well enough to warrant some 
talker consideration. Phil Teaq as 
a French speak prop was totally 
miscast. 

This is the first local legit show- 
ing for Miss Grey, who handles her 
role with ease and gets about all 
that is possible out of it. Horton 
as always, plays his part for all it’s 
worth. Two sets are simple and 
pleasing. Horton's direction filled 
the bill adequately. 

Bucking local premiere of ‘Union 
Depot’ (Warners) was a muff. with 
the house about two-thirds capacity 
and many of the regular film first 
nighters absent. 


Samson and Delilah 


(Revival) 
Chicago, Jan. 21. 

Jacob Ben-Ami, better known to 
the Yiddish stage, is back with the 
play that first introduced him to the 
English-speaking rostrum some 10 
years ago, but with a much better 
and clearer diction. It’s a two-week 
gambol (and gamble) for the Adel- 
phi, which had no booking in view 
anyhow, 

Robert McLaughlin, Cleveland 
producer, is presenting Ben-Ami, 
with the production unhappily cast 
locally. No chances were taken and 
the show opened to cut rates at $3 
top. Might just as well have elimi- 
nated the twe for one thing and 
gone to $1.50. Ben-Ami’s draw is a 
limited one here. While rating as 
a fine actor, Ben-Ami never reached 
outstanding success in the Yiddish 
theatre because he was too high- 
brow. 

In ‘Samson and Delilah’ Ben-Ami 
probably shows himself te his best 
advantage; the play allowing him 
free rein for emotional acting as 
only Ben-Ami can do. But he is 
still essentially a Yiddish actor and 
that’s why his performance is very 
tardy and much too heavy. Same 
trouble has been discovered by 
other Yiddish actors who have 
graduated to the English stage. 
True, Ben-Ami’s accent is not as 
pronounced as some of his contem- 
poraries, but his mannerisms and 
general deportment remain un- 
changed. Where in the Yiddish, 
Ben-Ami is always sure of himself, 
he can’t help feeling something of 
a restraint when handling English 





lines, Neither he nor any other 
Yiddish actor has ever been able 


to overcome that. 

If the support were here, which it 
isn’t, situation might be otherwise. 
Originally Ben-Ami had Pauline 
Lord opposite him and it made a 
difference. Francelia Waterberry 
might be okay in ordinary stock, 
but aside from flashing a nifty strip 
scene she was no match for the 
sensitive Ben-Ami. 

Play itself is a moody poem, al- 
legorical in theme and melodramatic 
in texture. Sven Lange, Danish 
critic, wrote this many years ago 
in his native tongue, with the Eng- 
lish translation later done by 8S. 
Grossman. The play within a play 
thing is the underlying current of 
the show. Flashes back to the an- 
cient Biblical story and conveys the 
thought that the same situation has 
been going on for years, changing 
only in costume. 

In the cast are James Blaine, 
Beverly Younger, BE. F. Hawkins, 
William Yule, Cliff Raynor, Willard 
Kent, Lois Cambell, Laura Long, 
Charles De Sheim, Edwin Bailey 
and Eugene De Long, besides Miss 
Waterberry. What impression this 
piece will make on the road will 
depend on Ben-Ami personally, but 
from the way it looks here it won't 
go far. Span. 


Japanese Children’s 
Theatre 


Los Angeles, Jan. 15. 

As confident on the stage as are 
their elders in the Manchurian 
mooch, and highly imbued with the- 
atricalism, the 12 Japanese girls of 
from 6 to 13 years who make up 
this juvenile Kabuki troupe have @ 
chance to collect some coin in this 
country and abroad as a freak at- 
traction for the quite generous mob 
which professes highbrowism. The 
girls were imported for Los Angeles 
appearances by the Japanese The- 
atre Association, but Simeon Gest 
took a look and put the brood under 
his wing. He will try the troupe 
in a Broadway showing shortly, and 
thence to Europe if Broadway say=5 
y 
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Bway Hit List Holds Own on Test: 


Dark, $10,500, Best of Newcomers 





Last week was something of a| money in small theatre appears to 


test for Broadway business, and 
ihe hits held up strongly. It was 
figured that the impetus that came 
with the Christmas to New Year's 
period was over. Most of the stand- 
outs attained as good grosses 48 the 
previous week. That indicated that 
any aid from the motor show crowds 
went to the musicals. Chances 
that legit trade will hold to the 
present pace until Lent and the in 
come tax date intrudes 

Last week’s shows included no 
heavyweights. Best of the lot ap- 
pears to be ‘Whistling in the Dark 
which got $10,500 at the Barryinore 
in seven performances; ‘Distant 


Drums’ drew mixed opinions, with] 
first week about $8,000; ‘A Little 
Racketeer’ started wW eakly at the 


44th Street at $11,000 in seven times, 
mild for a musical; Billy Bryant's 
show boat troupe got some atten- 
tion at the John Golden as a stunt 
booking; ‘Papavert’ got a second 
and delayed start at the Vanderbilt 
and was rated weaker than the first 


trv; ‘Adam Had Two Sons’ opened 
and closed at the Alvin; first full 
week of ‘Jewel Robbery’ about 
$7,000 at the Booth. 


Comedies Lead 

The list now exhibits two comedy 
leaders—‘Reunion in Vienna’ and 
‘The Animal Kingdom’ both rated 
at $23,400 and both spotted in the- 
atres of nearly equal capacity. 
‘Kingdom’ is the newest hit. Both 
shows are now topping ‘Mourning 
Becomes Electra’ which however is 
best among the actual dramas at 
$22,000. With the admission scale 
again reduced (to $4) the gross will 
drop but the show’s run chances 


are} 


provide some profit; average latel) 
about $6,000. 

‘Little Racketeer,’ 44th 
week) (M-1,463-$4.40). Rated an 
in-between musical; first 
performances estimated about $11,- 
000. 

‘Mourning Becomes 
1 Guild (14th wee 
mission 
originally 
by redu week, $22 

‘Of Thee | Sing,’ Music 
|} week) (M-1,000-$5.50). New mu 
cal smash playing to 
tendance all per 
weekly 

‘Papavert,’ V 
(D-771-$3). Finally 
day (22); revised 
worse than first 
lasted two days. 

‘Reunion in Vienna,’ Beck (11th 
week) (C-1,168-$3 Agency ticket 
demand claimed to be strongest 
among pon-musicals; pace has been 
averaging nearly $23,400. 

‘Scandals,’ Apollo (20th week) 
(R-1,168-$5.50). Scale revised, top 
price now applying to first 10 rows; 
last week estimated around $30,000. 

‘Social Register,’ 48th St. (12th 
week) (C-969-$3). Finel week; go- 
ing on road, where star (Lenore Ul- 
ric) should draw well; about $8,000 
again. ‘When Bough Breaks’ due 
next month. 

‘Springtime for Henry,’ Bijou (8th 
week) (F-605-$3). While not among 
leaders short cast farce doing well 
with average of $9,000 and more. 


St. (2nd 


seven 





Electra,’ 
©) (D-914-$4) Ad 
scale again lowered 

$6: run 


tion; last 


cnance ennal 


Box 


standee at- 
formances' wit 


} gross of $30,000. 


anderbilt (2d weel 
resumed Fri 

form regarded 

showing, which 





are better. ‘Barretts of Wimpole 
Street’ jumped upon announcement 
of touring and got $21,000; ‘The 
Devil Passes’ also moved up, to 
$19,500; ‘Counsellor at Law’ over 
20,000 right along. 


Among the musicals ‘Of Thee I 
Sing’ is in heaviest demand and its 


$30,000 about tops in gross; ‘Vani- 
ties’ is leaving after another week: 
‘Scandals’ has eased off plenty and 
the lower floor scale has been re- 
vised downward; ‘Cat and Fiddle’ 
holds up strongly; ‘Laugh Parade’ 
in the money. 

Definite closings 
*Wolves,’ 49th Street; 
Register’ at the 48th Street which 
will get ‘When the Bough Breaks’ 
next month. Due in next week are} 
‘If Booth Had Missed,’ Royale and 
‘Marriage of Cana’ postponed at the 
Provincetown, also something called 
‘Zombie’ house not announced, 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Adam Had Two Sons,’ Alvin. 
Opened last Wednesday (20) and 
taken off Saturday after tepid no- 
tices. 

‘Barretts,, Empire (46th week) 
(C-1,099-$3.85). Announcement of 
final weeks brought box office rush 
with capacity business; $21,000; 
‘There’s Always Juliet’ due late 
February. 

‘Black Tower,’ Harris (34 week) 
(CD-1,051-$3). Mystery play has 
modest cost hook-up and can oper- 
ate to profit at moderate money: 
about $6,000 last week. 

‘Brief Moment,’ Cort (12th week) 
(C-1,043-$3). Expected to tour; 
business eased off upon removal 
here; about $7,000 last week. 


this week are 
‘The Social 


‘Cat and Fiddle,’ Globe (16th 
week) (M-1,416-$4.40). Stands up 
strongly among musicals and 


should last well into spring period; 
about $27,000. 

‘Church Mouse,’ Playhouse (16th 
week) (C-984-$3). Running along 
slightly under $8,000, which is 
Claimed to be satisfactory; in- 
definite. 

‘Counsellor - at- Law,’ Plymouth 
(13th week) (C-1,042-$3). Holding 
to excellent money and a cinch into 


Summer; last week again topped 
$20,000. 
‘Cynara,’ Morosco (13th week) 


(CD-893-$3). Tapered off somewhat 
recently but still making a good 


profit; last week estimated around 
$13,000. 
‘Distant Drums,’ Belasco (2d 


week) (D-1,000-$3). Mixed notices; 
business after premiere light and 
initial gross around $8,000. 

‘East of Broadway,’ Belmont (1st 
week) (D-515-$3). Presented in- 
dependently (Charles Rowe): writ- 
ten by TT. Reginald Arkell and 
Charles C. Wagenheim, opens to- 
night (26), 

‘Everybody’s Welcome,’ Shubert 
(15th week) (M-1,325-$3). Was 
routed out but staying a bit longer 
by grace of a cut rate deal; aid 
from that source gave show over 
$12,000 last week. 

‘Experience Unnecessary,’ Long- 
acre (5th week) (C-1,019-$3). Was 
to have moved to Shubert; also be- 
ing cut-rated principally; due for 
road after another week. 

ay Fever,’ Avon (ith week) 
(C-830-$3). Going along to profit- 
able business with last week's 
&ross well over $9,000 mark. 


‘The Animal Kingdom,’ Broad- 
hurst (3d week) (CD-1,094-$3). New 
comedy hit capacity attendance sent 
first full week’s gross to $23,400; 
tied for leadership with ‘Reunion in 
Vienna.’ 

‘The Bride the Sun Shines On,’ 
Cohan (5th week) (C-1,400-$3). Re- 
sumed after three day lay-off: 
moved over from Fulton; strong cut 
rate support providing $4,000 in 
three days. 

‘The Devil Passes,’ Selwyn 
week) (D-1,067-$3). Making an ex- 
cellent showing; last week’s pace 
was $19,500; more parties this week 
should push gross even higher. 

‘The Good Fairy,’ Miller (10th 
week) (C-946-$3). With takings of 
$14,500 last week business was not 
much under capacity; a run sure. 

‘The House of Doom,’ Masque (ist 
week) (D-700-$3). Presented inde- 
pendently 
author announced; opened Monday. 

‘The Laugh Parade,’ Imperial 
(12th week) (R-1,446-$4.40). Mak- 
ing plenty; $30,000 and more. 

‘Vanities,’ Carroll (23d week) (R- 
2,550-$3). Going to road; another 
edition expected soon; running 

(Continued on page 54) 


(4th 


‘Band Wagon’ in Boston 
$34,500, Sold Out Ahead 


Boston, Jan. 25. 

‘Band Wagon’ in the first week of 
a fortnight engagement at the Co- 
lonial led the town and is sold out 
for the rest of the week. ‘Blossom 
Time’ was the runner up and the 
gross is excellent considering its 
number of visits. 

Other legits just 
water. 
bad news for legits. 

Grosses for Week 

‘Band Wagon’ (Colonial)—Excel- 
lent $34,500. Chevalier follows for 
three days and then ‘Vanities’ Feb. 
8 for a week. 

‘Good Companions’ (Shubert)— 
Fair at $12,000 for second week. 
Holds over for third. 

‘Blossom Time’ ( Majestic)—Excel- 
lent $15,300, considering its age. 
House dark this week. 

‘Cloudy With Showers’ (Hollis)— 
Last week fair for $9,000. ‘Unex- 
pected Husband’ opens tonight. 

‘Expiorers of the World’ (Tre- 
mont)—F licker, film at $7,500. 

‘Trick for . Trick’ 
Opens tonight. 
Feb, 1. 





keeping 


Chicago opera due 


Minn. Shows Fair 
Jan. 25. 
nicely for 


Stock at 


Minneapolis, 
‘The Awful Truth’ did 
the Bainbridge Dramatic 


the Shubert last week, grossing 
around $4,500. 
The Ted Shawn dancers did 


around $2,500 for two performances 
at the Metropolitan and ‘The Blue 


Bird’ is there this week for thre: 
nights and matinee. 
Hinda Wausau, guest exotic 


dancer, hélped the Gayety burlesque 





‘Jewel Robbery,’ Booth (3d week) 
(D-708-$3). Chances in doubt; dis- 
tinct difference of opinion: about 
$7,000 first full week. 

‘Left Bank,’ Little 
‘D-530-$3), 


Indefinite; moderate 


(17th week) | 


ito another good week, the take 
jing around $4,000. <A profession: 
| wrestling match as an added t- 
ltraction one night brought in cus- 
| tomers. 


(Charles Champlin); no} 


above | 
Opera die Feb. 1, which is} 


(Plymouth)— | 


LEGIT’S BREAK IN FRISCO 


$9,500 for Columbia and $8,000 at 
Alcazar Last Week 








San Francisco, Jan. 25. 
week for both legit 

Alcazar and Columbia. Joe 

nin deuce week of ‘Square 


A swell 
houses, 


\E. Brow 








|Crooks’ at Aleazar played to ca- 
|}pacity with fire dept. on house 
;management’s neck to. eliminate 
}standees: $8,000 and great. At least 
|two weeks more, but doubtful if 
jlonger as Brown is due on thé 
| Warner lot by Feb. 15, to start a 
picture. After that James and 
| Lucille Gleason pencilled in. 
} Colun hia with second wee} o 
i 3 rd Playe i 
pp il ove ! = 
4 he $9500. tw ' , 
Ve i i I obal because ( 1} 
ti € zi n town is Duffy's Al 
" One more week to go 


‘HOTEL’ $17,000 
DAY’ $12,000, 
— TOPINLA 


Los 


Angeles, Jan. 25. 
box offices continus 
weather ideal for legit 


Healthy 1e2 
with the 





Two openings and one closing were 
the events of the week. ‘Lysistrata’ 
folded at the Carthay Circle after 


two police raids, Piece was getting 
money, but after four week the pro- 
ducers, Dickson Morgan and George 
Robertson, ended $5,000 in the red 
due to bailing the cast twice and 
posting two bonds. Team will con- 
tinue producing and is on the hunt 
for another play. 

Edward Everett Horton opened 
‘Unexpected Husband’ Wednesday 
at the Hollywood Playhouse, closing 


his flop ‘The Scamp’ on Tuesday. 
New piece looks like a little money 

Mr. and Mrs. James Gleason 
opened in ‘The Fall Guy’ at the El 


Capitan Sunday. Total of $6,000 
nothing to cry over. Gleasons Annie 
Oaklied 250 of their friends the 
opening and staged a supper at the 
Embassy club following the per- 
formance, This 250 guest business 
is getting to be a habit at El Capi- 


tor 


tan openings where picture names 
| are in the cast. The name, inci- 
dentally, pays b.o. prices for his 
guests, 

‘Grand Hotel’ in its fifth week at 


the Belasco holds up and looks like 


about five more weeks before mov- 
ing north. ‘Easy for Zee Zee’ at the 
| Music Box hangs on, but is throw- 
ing ovt arloads of two-for-ones. 
With the nut cut to around $2,000 
lits making a little money. ‘Lucky 


Day,’ colored musical at the Mayan, 
is holding to its past three weeks’ 
pace at $12,000. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘The Fall Guy,’ El Capitan (ist 
week) (C-1,571-$1.50). Average at 
$6,000 for the opener; in for four 
weeks. 


‘Unexpected Husband,’ Hollywood 


flock of trade conventions around 
town continued to bolster the legit 
tills last week. Attendance at these 
meets this year apparently hasn't 
| been affected by the tight money 
|situation, and the ticket agencies} 
report the boys are spending as| 
- ever 1 ? TY sements 
| 
} ‘ i 1 
| i Ss pact ith A 
at $32,000 toppi 
i A ’ 
\ € rhe “Lal t a 
10 \ ne approximmMatine ca 
pacity. Critical coterie laid down a 
|heavy barrage of rave adjectives 
but the towns] ple appeared to 
|hold off, either ise of the $4.40 
level, something they haven't been 
j}accustomed to this season, or t 


| 
cause 


; tloners 








| 
| 


1 $ 





Conventions Hold 


Up Chi Shows: 


Husbands’ $12,000; ‘Follies’ $30,000 





Chicago, Jan, 25. 


Substantial support from _ the 


Helen Mor 
were 
nowever, gave 


play with 


gan and Ruth Et- 


out of the show. Conven- 


ting 
me 
ati- 


‘Wonder 


this one 


most an equal 


‘ELECTRA’ $21,000 


Pitt’s Lone Show and Stays 2nd 
Week—Alvin Still Dark 
Pittsburgh, Jan, 25. 
With everything to itself again 
last week, the Nixon got around 
$21,000 for the first week of ‘Elec- 


tra. Top of $4, but subscribers got 
it at the regular Guild rate, which 


accounts for gross at that scale. 
O'Neill trilogy stays for second 
week. 

Alvin is getting a tough break in| 
bookings and has been dark now 
for two weeks. It will remain that 


way for another fortnight. ‘Experi- 
ence Unnecessary,’ penciled in for 
this week as Professional Players’ 
subscription piece, set back to Feb. 
8, giving subscribers two plays in 
three weeks. Ethel Barrymore in 
School for Scandal,’ coming in Feb. 
22 following ‘Smiling Faces.’ 
‘Merchant of Venice,’ with Adams 
and Skinner, follows ‘Electra’ into 
Nixon, opening Feb. 2, due to pre- 
viously booked one night stand i: 
Dayton, O. After th 
and then nothing definitely set. 


at ‘Band Wag on’ 





(C-1,152- 


Playhouse (1st four days) 
) looks like 


». Mild at $3,400, but 
it will build. 

‘Grand Hotel,’ Bel: (5th 
(D-1,103-$2.50). Strong at 
Best advance any local house 
had this season. 

‘Easy for Zee Zee,’ Music Box (Sth 
week) (C-965-$1.50). Practically all 
cut-rate business to get $2.500. 

‘Lucky Day,’ Mayan (4th week) 
(R-1,492-$2). Plenty of interest in 
this, the first good colored musical 
the town has ever seen. Holds to 
its average of $12,000. 


week) 
$17,000. 


isco 


has 





ith 3 Shows, Phi 
‘Wild Waves, 


y Supports All; 


ryout, Looks Good 





Philadelphia, Jan. 25. 

Maybe Philly is getting down to 
the right number of legit houses. At 
any rate, last week, with three open, 
one had to get the old S.R.O. sign 
out of the cellar, and another, al- 
though playing the fourth week of 
actually jumped in 
was 


its attraction, 
gross. The third, a try-out, 
weak at the start, probably because 
this season’s try-outs have been so 
cenerally bad that the public is shy, 





but it showed a promising gain later 
in the week. 7 
The box office wallop was Fred 


playing its 
the For- 


‘Smiling Faces’ 
final week at 
rest. This musical started slowly 
in fact a long, long way under 
s usual figure here. It began 
up late in its first week, and 


Stones 


. 


second and 


Stone 
to pick 
last week went 

eight performances, the matinees 


being riots. Specs were actually in 





evidence outside the theatre—and , 
that’s novelty here. Tough part Estimates of Last Week 
is, however, that on top of this | ‘Smiling Faces’ (Forrest, 2d and | 
corking trade, house will go dark./| final week). Developed into sensa- 
| No bookings until late in Febru-|/|tjon. Beat $28,060 and turned them 
, ory. l|away. House dark indefinite. 
| Barrymore's 4th Week Up ‘School for Scandal’ (Chestnut, 
| Ethel Barrymore's ‘School for| 4th week). Final week saw Barry- 
| Scandal’ expected to falter after| more revival jump up a little, $12,- 
cst two weeks at Chestnut, and | 500, great for length of stay. ‘Zoom’ 
ed as ire to slip in 4th eek, | new occupant, 
ctually beat third week's figure| ‘Wild Waves’ (Garrick, 1st week). 
with a good, round $12,500. Pro | No money at start, but showed real 
Plavere’ subscriptions made it pos-| promise later. Figured as having 








this revival to hold on for 


clean for five of its | #2d Funnier, 


four weeks and gross around $56,- 
000 in that time. 

‘Wild Waves,’ the try-out at the 
Jarrick, was to have left after one 
week, but management decided after 
opening Monday to hold it in for 
second week. Plenty of papering 
kept seats warm early in week, but 
some real money began to come in 
from Thursday on. Should turn in 
a profit this week with aid of fine 
notices. 

With the Forrest dark this week, 


Philly has only two legit houses 
lighted. Week's only opening is 
‘Zoom,’ try-out, at the Chestnut. 


It is the fifth Pro Players’ offerings 
in for usual four weeks. 

After this week plenty of activity 
promised. Next Monday, Hampden 


brings ‘Cyrano’ to the Garrick for 
one week. Two nights later (3d) 
Sam_ Harris’ new musical, ‘Louder 


will relight the Shu- 
bert, and on Thursday 
comes to the Broad for three days, 


matiness daily. 


£000 chance. 


Chevalier | 


| Bar. Ziegfeld show looks due for 
}a healthy boost on the current 
| stanza judging from the advance 


| sale, 

Jolson had advertised four weeks 
| but is staying on for another eight 
| performances, meaning he opens in 
Milwaukee Jan. 31. Although he 
has a couple of hefty convention 


party sales, it’s doubtful whether 
ie'll hit $24,000 for the fifth and 
losing week. Most surprised of all 
by the low smash response 0 
Wonder Bar’ is Jolson himself. Net 
protit on the stay to date already 


lizgures ar 


5,000. 


Three's a ( vd’ moved out of 
the Erlanger on Saturday (23) for 
L -operative try i : Louis. 
] 7 < P , ? ; 

i LW imiii ji ] ea 0 
it rates, but the final w Kly tal- 
lies on the latter plan made it 


AL 
break for all 


merely an even con- 
cerned. They came in droves last 
week with capacity achieved the 
last three performances. But it all 
meant just $17,000. Other Saturday 
| blow-out was the Dramatic L« ague’s 
|‘House Beautifal,’ gettir around 
| $7,000 for the fourth and final lap. 
| ‘Grand Hotel,’ due to quit in an- 
|} other two weeks, did another round 
$26,000. ‘Rhapsody in Black’ spurted 
slightly and stayed in the $18,000 


column. Latter advertising in dailies 
that revue will not appear on any 
| other stage in Chicago, to suppress 
rumor that it is dickering with Bal- 
aban & Katz. 


Not appearing to get any place, 
|} but still within profit-making 
| bounds is ‘Marching By’ at the 


Great Northern. Unfolding of ‘Choc- 
olate Soldier’ revival at the Er- 
langer next week is expected to 
take a nick out of the Shubert 
operetta, 

Heading current week’s premieres 
is the engagement of Maurice 
| Chevalier at the Erlanger. Poor ad- 
| vance sale decided management into 
| cutting out three of the seven mati- 
|}nees scheduled. Frenchman was 
| spotted here for a week with the 
|; original slate calling for two per- 
| formances a day. Yesterday’s (24) 
| initial matinee had the advantage 
E a sellout on a charity arrange- 





ment under auspices of the French 
consul, Other 
was Cornelia 
series of 


Sunday night entry 
Otis Skinner in a 
impersonations at 
Studebaker. Tonight (25) brought 
|‘Fata Morgana,’ under Dramatie 
| League Auspices, into the Harris 
' 


the 


for a four-week sojourn, 

Nothing outside of ‘Chocolate 
| Soldier’ revival carded until Feb. Te 
Estimates for Last Weck 

‘As Husbands Go,’ Blackstone 
| (Ist week) (C-1,219; $3). General 
| public joined the Theatre Guild 
subscribers in piling up a juicy 
$12,000 for the first of the three- 
week engagement. Agencies 
the call for this one tops all other 
Guild entries here this season. Due 
to ease off somewhat the current 
stanza, 

‘Follies,’ Illinois (1st week) (R- 
1,365; $4.40). Took the Saturday 
mat and eve jams to lift this Zicg- 
felder to $30,000 mark, Current 
week looks better. 

‘Grand Hotel,’ Grand (7th week) 
(D-1,365; $3). Advance demand 
should give it a repeat $26,000 this 
week, On its last two weeks, with 
extension still likely. 

‘House Beautiful,’ Harris (4th- 
final week) (D-1,084; $3). At no 
time included in the clitk field, get- 
ting only moderate support outside 
the Dramatic League subscriptions, 
Closed to around $7,000, with Cincy 
the next stand. ‘Fata Morgana,’ 
|with Morgan Farley, ushered in to- 
night (25) under the same banner 
and also for four weeks. 

‘Marching By,’ Great Northern 
(7th week) (O-1,165; $3). Cut-rate 
clientele still supporting this one 
nicely. Claiming to be still in the 
black at the $15,000 toll. Tickets 
selling for Feb. 14. 

‘Rhapsody in Black,’ Garrick (4th 
week) (R-1,319; $2.50). Continuing 
to make the grade, with the sale ex- 
clusively box office. Around $18,- 
000. Shows no signs of weakening. 

‘Samson and Delilah,’ Adelphi (1st 
week) (D-1,002; $3). Fizzled from 
the opening, with the house again 
| resorting to the service charge 
jthing. Squeezed out around $2,000 
and has the current week to go, 
| “Three set to follow. 








‘Three’s a Crowd,’ Erlanger (5th- 
j|final week) (R-1,319; $3). Spent the 
last three weeks in the cut-rate 
franks. Brought around $17,000 for 
the wind-up. Chevalier succeeded 
Sunday (24) matinee for a concert 
engagement, with Jack Fray and 
Mario Braggiotti included for ace 
companiments and piano interpola- 
tions. B. o. outlook for the film 
star at this stand not so hot, as 
indicated by the negligible advance 
sale and the dropping of three of 
his scheduled matinees, 

‘Wonder Bar,’ Apollo (4th 
(R-1,430; $3.85). Extended 


week) 
another 





week. Steady parade of capacities 
all week, with the exception of Mon- 
|day, rolling up another near $32,000. 


' Milwaukee next, Jan. 3L 
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Concerts 
By Sallie 





Successful Musicale 

Biltmore Friday Morning Musi- 
cale had a corking program. A 
young French girl, Colette d’Arville, 
mezzo-soprano, made her first ap- 
pearance in New York. 

She has a luscious voice, rich in 
quality, plus an infectious smile. 
She sings with delicacy and dash. 
A group of French, Swiss and Span- 


ish folk songs were charmingly 
done, and she wore a bewitching 


peasant costume of canary brocade 
skirt, red velvet bodice and large 
white silk puff sleeves. In her final 
group of Schumann and de Falie 


she appeared in an outfit of Amer- | 


ican beauty velvet, square neck, 


long sleeves and ankle length, with | 


jewelled bracelets and _ earrings 
Miss d’Arville anticipates an opera 
career. 

Frank Chapman proved that boys 
can Whistle and boys can sing. His 
baritone is familiar to music lovers. 
He gave ‘Home on the Range,’ ‘All 
Day on the Pranrie,’ and Guion’s 
songs have romantic appeal. Mr. 
Salvi, harpist, played very well. 

Male Spanish Dancer 

A much heralded Spanish dancer, 
Vicente Escudero, made his Ameri- 
can debut at the Chanin theatre. A 
gathering of dancers and artists, 
free on Sunday nights, greeted him. 
Escudero is a dancer of amazing 
skill and dynamic rhythm. His 
work is unique, as noticed in his en- 


cores, each done differently from 
the original. An unaccompanied 
dance rhythm is done with bril- 


liancy, Escudero was compelled to 
encore this twice. 

Two chic girls, Carmita and Car- 
mela, are with him and wear color- 
ful Spanish costumes. He can also 
boast of a good piano with a fine 
accompanist. A rather crude stage 
set of blue and white. This dancer 
requires no glare or glitter. 

‘Ibbetson’s’ Return 

Lucrezia Bori, Edward Johnson 
and Lawrence Tibbett sang in the 
return of Deems Taylor’s ‘Peter Ib- 
betson’ at the Met. 

Miss Bori, as usual, looked lovely 


in her mid-nineteenth century cos- 
tume. Her singing always has dis- 
tinction. Mr. Johnson’s ‘Peter’ is 
one of the outstanding roles in his 
repertoire. Tibbett wears a striking 
makeup. 

Mme. Swarthout replaced Mme. 
Telva as Mrs. Deane. 

During the first intermission Wal- 
ter Damrosch appeared before the 
lcurtain and asked for donations for 





the Emergency Fund for unem- 
{ployed musicians. 
} eck 

Hempel Recital 


} Frieda Hempel, operatic soprano, 
save her first recital this season in 
Town Hall. Her popularity is the 
lanswer to an overcrowded house. 

| Miss Hempel possesses unusual 
imusical intelligence. Her program 
}covered arias © »m Wagner's “Tann- 
jhauser,” a group of lieder’ by 
|Brahms, Schubert and various 
\French songs, closing with folk 
| songs. 

The singer wore a fascinating 
zown of ice-white satin, surplice 
| waist, with full circular skirt. Stage 
iwas banked with flowers. Repeated 





| en ores. 
| canes 
Swedish Soprano Acclaimed 

Ten recalls, after the curtain fell 
on the first act for the Swedish so- 
prano, Goetel Junberg, who debutted 
at the Metropolitan in “Die Wal- 
kuere.”” 

Tall, fair, a rich voice and dra- 
matic, talent most unusual in sing- 
ers, the foreign girl gave altogether 
an outstanding performance. Much 
of the glory as well belongs to Ger- 
trude Kappel (Brunhilde), Karin 
Branzell (Waltrante), Max Lorenz 
(Siegmund), and Schoor. 

Bodansky gave an excellent read- 
ing of the score. 





Strings Draw 
A full Town Hall, admirers of the 
Gordon String Quartet, enjoyed an 
interesting program covering 
Haydn's “G Major,” Beethoven's “F 


Minor” and Schelling’s ‘“Diverti- 
mento,” with the composer at the 
piano. 


Blending and fine quality of tone, 











Guild’s List Set 


Theatre Guild finally has its pro- 
duction schedule for the rest of the 
season set. 

‘Moon in Yellow River,’ is in re- 
hearsal and opens in Philadelphia, 
Feb. 15. Immediately afterward 
work starts on the new Shaw play 
‘Too True to Be Good.’ This piece 
is in the usual three-acts. 





MILTON’S BRITISH TREND 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
After completing direction of 
‘Westward with Ann 
Harding, at Radio, Robert Milton 
goes to London to produce his dra- 
matization of Patrick Hamilton’s 
story, ‘Midnight Belle.’ 
It is Milton’ intention to purchase 
a home in London and 
least five months-a year there. 


Passage’ 


GLASS ON SYNCS 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
Metro has taken Gaston Glass as 


an actor and general utility man 

for its French 

partment, 
Glass was last with 


Productions. 


synchronization de- 


Chi Date for ‘Soldier’ 
Chicago, 

‘Chocolate Soldier’ revival, with 
Vivienne Segal and Charles Purcell 


Jan. 26. 


featured, comes into the Erlanger 
here on Jan. 31. Slated for two 
weeks. 

Musical follows the one-week 





concert by Maurice Chevalier, now 
at the legit spot. 
CAST CHANGES 
Janis Joyce for Natalie Tall, } 


‘Marching By.’ 
Eleanor Audley for Sheila Bar- 
rett, ‘Experience Unnecessary.’ 





as well as brilliancy of technique of 
this quartet, has established for 
them considerable popularity. 


Amelia Braddock Postpones 
Recital of Amelia Braddock, an- 
nounced for this week, is post- 

poned until later in the season. 





spend at 


James Cruze | 


| about 
| gross $35,000. 








Engagements 


Pat Collins, Harry McNaughton, 
Frank Otto, Geo. McQuarrie and 
Edgar Mason, ‘Air Minded.’ 

Daniel Poole, Royal Dana Tracy, 
Howard Kyle, John Nicholson, Fred 


Eric, Aubrey Beattie, Catherine 
Proctor, Rich. Barrows, Anthony 
Pawley, A. C. Henderson, Ernest 


Pollock, H. W. Wilson, Doan Borup, 
If Booth Had Missed.’ 

Burr Carruth, Rose Tapley, Robt. 
J. Stanley, Etta Moten, Geo. Regus, 


Herome Sheldon, Booth Hagen, 
Pater Clark, Meyer Ballard, ‘Zom- 
bie.’ 


Louis Calhern, ‘Inside Story.’ 

Robt. Gleckler, Sisters G., Marjorie 
White, Tony and Rose De Mark 
Ziegfeld musical. 

Jos. Macaulay, Elizabeth Houston, 
Oscar Polk, ‘Crying Out Loud.’ 

Edwin Redding, Wm. Carey, Joyce 
Arling, John Butler, Harold Bolton, 
Harold Heaton, ‘Zoom.’ 

Edw. Colebrook, ‘Mr. Papavert.’ 

Amateurs’ Convention 
New Orleans, Jan. 25. 

Southern Association of Littl 
Theatres will hold its annual con- 
vention at Chattanooga, Tenn., 
Feb. 5. 


B’WAY GROSSES 
(Continued "aie page 53) 


half capacity with estimated 
‘Whistling 


more (2d week) 


in the Dark,’ Barry- 
(D-1,090-$3). Got 





———_——— = 


Future Plays 
‘Painted Veils,’ y 
Bartlett Cormack from w. Ss. 
Maugham’s story, still on Mess. 
more Kendall's list, with probable 
March production. 

may lead. 
‘Child of Manhattan’ will have as 
backer, it is reported, 
Sturgess, its author. 





adaptation by 


Fay Compton 


Preston 
Technically it 
will be presenied by Ambassador 
Play Co., a new combine, Sturgesg 
is making production arrangements, 

Dorothy Hall and Brian Donlevy 


the cast leads. 


are Others include 
{Jack Halliday, Maude Odell, Jesse 
Ralph, Helen Strickland, Chas, 


| Kromer, Ralph Sanford, Evelen Car- 


| William Harris 


Hamilton 
previously owned by 
Jr., who gay 
with one reason said to be because 
the play was 2 heavy affair. Not 
Sturgess’ first producer venture, he 
having done ‘Well of 
the Craig last season. 

Rehearsals will probably start 
week. 


ter Carrington, 
‘Child’ was 


Russ ell 


e it 


up, 


Romance’ at 


this 


‘When the Bough Breaks,’ by 
Jerome Sackheim, Arthur Lubin 
producing, comes into N. Y. at the 


48th, eb. 10. House is owned by 
| the Leblang estate, also understood 
to have a piece of the show, starring 


good break in reviews and business 


after premiere indicated 


good | 


chance; $10,500 in first seven times. | 


‘Wild Waves,’ Times 
Postponed until next month. 

‘Wolves,’ 49th St. (4th week) 
700-$2.50). Final week; 
Schwartz season in English 
disappointing. 

‘Through the Years,’ Manhattan 
(1st week) (M-1,271-$4.40). Present- 
ed by Vincent Youmans; first called 
‘Smilin’ Through,’ also ‘Love Is All’; 
opens Thursday (28). 

Other Attractions 

‘Robin Hood,’ Erlanger’s; revival; 

opens Wednesday (27). 


Square. 
(D- 


rather 


Pauline I‘redericks. 

‘New York to Cherbourg’ new 
comedy Samuel R. Golding is pro- 
ducing is headed by Taylor Holmes. 


|Golding is producing with Paul 
| Martin staging. 
Troupe is working on a small 


Maurice | 


| guarantee against percentages. Also 


land 


cast for the piece are Herbert Ash- 
ton, Jr., J. Malcolm Dunn, Eleanor 
Williams, Edward Raquello, 

‘Blue Dove’ musical by Eddie 
Corbett and Wm. Heagney, for book 
score respectively, casting. 


| Hyman Adler is producing, the piece 


Billy Bryant’s show boat company, | 


John Golden; attracted attention; 
free beer on stage after perform- 
ances; ‘Ten Nights in a Barroom,’ 
etc. 

‘Electra,’ Selwyn; matinee 
vival; engagement extended. 

‘Marriage of Cana,’ Province- 
town; postponed. 

‘The Lancashire Lass,’ President; 
stopped. 


ré- 


a different than ‘Flenita’ first 


slated. 


one 


‘The Tree’ Is Off 
Waiver production of ‘The 
by Richard Maybaum, is off. 
Goldberg was to show it. 
Understood to be the usual cause 
of dropping a show, with Maybaum 
getting his script back again. 


Tree,” 
Jack 














Just 





HARRY 


Address HARRY PUCK 
68 West 58th Street, New York 
PHONE PLAZA 3-5900 


Are Your Gags 


Gags—or 


GAGS? 





Harry Puck, having just 
completed a long engage- 
ment with “Three Little 
Girls” company, for which 
he produced the numbers, 
is now in position to de- 


vote his time to the writ- 








Are Your Dance Routines 
Just Dance Routines—or 


DANCE ROUTINES? 


ual artists and producers 








OR 


PUCK 


Care of LARRY PUCK 
Room 1014, 1560 Broadway, New York 
PHONE BRYANT 9-5746 


ing of special song mate- 
rial, and the production of 


special dances for individ- 








Are Your Special Songs 


Just Special Songs—or 


SPECIAL SONGS? 
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London, Jan. 11. 

J. C. Graham's visit to New York, 
officially said to be in connection 
with the Paramount conference, but 
held by some to be linked up with 
a salary cut discussion affecting the 
English organization, is suggested, 
jn some quarters, to be due to a 
New York probe in the big Astoria 
film theatre chain deal, which was 
handled by Graham over here. Sug- 
gestion is Graham is conferring 
with Par’s head office with a view 
to straightening out some of the le- 
gal aspects of the buy, 
English dramatist, H. M. 
Harwood, author of ‘The Man in 
Possession,’ goes with Metro to 
write scripts in Hollywood. 


The 


Ivor (Profile) Novello returns 
from Hollywood to an anxious Lon- 


don next month, and will produce 
two plays he wrote while on the 
coast. 


This is the sort of thing you get 
for living in London. 


Hylton’s Settlement 

Jack Hylton, not content with 
getting spreads for broadcasting to 
‘America, has now bobbed up in the 
Law List. 

His action brought against Am- 
passadors Clubs (1927), owners of 
the Ambassadors Club, was settled 
this week. 

Hylton was claiming damages for 
alleged breach of contract, The 
band with which he had been sup- 
plying the club was dismissed at a 
fortnight’s notice. Hylton claims he 
was engaged by the season and was 
entitled to longer settlement not 
divulged. 


Knoblock’s Rewrite 
Edward Knoblock, the dramatist, 
has written a play version of one 
of the biggest selling books of 1931, 
‘Hatter’s Castle.’ 


This book, a remarkable first 
novel by Dr. A. J. Cronin, Edin- 
burgh medico, was the Book So- 


ciety’s choice of its month and made 
a rave with the initiates here. 

A rather morbid effort, it was re- 
markable for its brilliant psycholog- 
ical profundity. But the play, unlike 
the book, will have a happy end- 
ing. 

Henry 
lead. 


Ainley is hoped for the 





O ie of the biggest British pictures 
maae in years is said to be ‘Frail 
Women,’ recently completed by Ju- 
lius Hagen. Hagen, who heads an 
indie company which has_ scored 
some good successes here, made the 
film for the open market and sold 
it to Radio. It gets top-fextured at 
the Leicester Square next week. 


Gold Digging Play 


As the time is approaching for 
Reandco to vacate the Embassy 
theatre, Swiss Cottage, which they 
took with a view to trying out plays 
which looked promising for West 
End production, the concern seems 
to have struck a big winner. 

Entitled ‘Rough to Moderate,’ and 
written by Wilfred Eyre, it is a 
fast-moving farce about an Ameri- 
can gold digger who trims all the 
males in her immediate vicinity. 

It is a first-class show, well con- 
structed, excellent dialog, and top 
rate entertainment for anyone any- 
where. Meanwhile the Embassy will 
cease to be a Reandco legit strong- 
hold in the spring. 

Its lease has been taken up by 
Lew Jackson, a prominent film ex- 
hibitor, who cwns nine film theatres 
around London and adjacent towns. 

In addition to acquiring the Em- 
bassy he is buying up the Hippo- 
drome, Balham. 





Money for Jerry Hart 

Jerry Hart of Hart and Leo, 
American vaudevillians, over here 
some 20 years ago, is asked to com- 
municate with Hartly M. Milburn, 
Who will advise him to recover a 
considerable amount of moncy. 
Jerry’s wife deposited money in an 
English bank and the money with 
interest is awaiting him. 


Vienna Musical Hit 





Vienna, Jan. 25. 
Viennese Girl’ is the newest 
smash among the operettas here. 


It's at the Burger Theatre and stars 


Liane Haid, ore of Germany’s top 
picture names. Business we a 
Hansi Niese, who will py in 


America next spring, is in another 
big hit in ‘A Swedish Match,’ 


comedy, 
Nettie Waite Dies 
London, Jan. 25, 
Nettie Waite, 72, died in her Sur- 
rey home Friday (22). 
She was the widow of Will Po- 
luski. 


. 


LEGIT CURE FOR IDLE 


Paris 





Promotes Stage Show in 
House Formerly Cinema 





Paris, Jan. 14. 

Unusual happening of screen 
show returning to legit is brought 
about by pressure of the City of 
Paris on Leon Volterra, lessee of 
the Marigny, in an effort to relieve 
unemployment of stage hands and 
musicians, Former legit stand was 
converted to pictures a year ago, 
and took continuous losses, starting 


with ‘City Lights.’ 

Cast will soon be picked for a 
spectacular musical to open in 
March, with book by Marcel Pag- 


nol, which is explained by his cen- 
nection with the Volterras, who are 
currently his ‘Fanny’ after 
his 


doing 
‘Marius.’ 


SANS NEW 
SHOW 


London, Jan. 25. 


‘Autumn Crocus’ closed its run at 


the Lyric Saturday night (23) go- 
ing to Golders Green for a week. 


Then back to the West End at the 
Savoy on Feb. 1. 
‘Faithful Heart’ at 
will fold Feb. 6, 
scheduled to replace. 
‘Case of the Frightened Lady’ 
drops out of Wyndham’s Feb. 22, 
with a new unnamed Wallace play 
to come in. Piece will star Gerald 
Du Maurier. 
‘Midshipmaid’ also folds 
It's at the Shaftesbury, 
successor known yet. 


the 
with 


Comedy 
nothing 


Feb. 22. 


with no 


Azpiaa Walks 


Havana, Jan. 25. 
Don Azpiazu is out of the Na- 
tional Casino and Jockey Club as 
his orchestra walked when extra 
pay for extra hours was refused. 
The Siboney orchestra is substi- 
tuting. 


7 yue 
Peg Wood in ‘fiddle’ 
London, Jan. 21. 

Peggy Wood (American) gets the 
ace assignment for the local pro- 
duction of ‘Cat and the Fiddle.’ Max 
Gordon's American musical is being 
readied here for the Palace, 

Also set for the piece is Henri 
Leoni, 

Gina Malo is 
to ‘The Cat 
Actress has 
into pictures. 


the latest addition 
and the Fiddle’ cast. 
permission to double 


Songsmith Welcome 


London, Jan. 25. 
Henry Sulivan, American, who 
wrote the score for the John Mur- 


ray Anderson revue ‘Bow Bells,’ has 
been granted a two months’ labor 
extension by the government. 

Extension is for the purpose of 
writing and selling songs on this 
side, 


Show Sails En Bloc 


London, Jan. 25, 


Entire east of ‘There’s Always 


Juliet’ sails for New York on the 
Berengaria Feb. 3, opening at the 
Empire, Feb. 15. It’s Gilbert Mil- 


ler’s production, on both sides. 
Cast, headed by Herbert Marshall 

and Edna Best, also takes in May 

Whitty and Cyril Raymond. 


HADDON TO REMARRY 


London, Jan. 15. 





Peter Haddon, whose first wif 


| Rosalie Courtneidge, sister of Cecily 


|Courtneidge, died suddenly five 
jvears ago, is remarrying. 

Bride-to-be is Mrs. Lyons, an 
Australian, who was a great friend 
of Haddon’s former wife. 

Haddon is now on tour with 
‘Paulette,’ which is due for a Lon- 
don production later. 





Menjou Shopping 
London, Jan. 14. 
Menjou gave Walter 
new play, ‘The Gay Ad- 
the once-over, 
taking it 


Adolphe 
Hackett’s 
venture,’ 


Considered for 


himself 





as a picture. 


2 LONDON OUTS 


BRUCKNER’S WINNER 


Author of ‘Elizabeth’ and ‘Criminals’ 
Praised in Vienna 








. Vienna, Jan. 25. 
‘Timon,’ latest play by Ferdinand 
Bruckner, got a world premiere at 
the Burgh theatre. Philosophical 
drama is pretty highbrow but was 
approved by the critics. 

Paul Hartmann, from Salzburg, 
handles the title role. 

Bruckner won fame all over the 
Continent by writing a couple of 
hit plays, ‘Criminals’ and ‘Elizabeth 
of Engiand,’ both of which were 
shown internationally, though not in 
the United States. 


———ns 


FIRE COSTS SARRASINI 
CIRCUS UNIT $140,000 


Brussels, Jan. 14. 

Damage provisionally estimated 
at $140,000 was caused by a fire at 
2:30 a. m., Jan. 18, in the wardrobe 
top and spread to the elephant 
stables and pad tent of the Sar- 
rasani Circus performing at Ber- 
chem, Antwerp. 

The costumes of all the perform- 
ers and musicians were destroyed 
as well as the saddlery and harness. 
A saddle, once the property of Don 


| 








Pedro, emperor of Mexico, was 
saved. Of the £2 elephants belong- 


ing to the circus 10 were seriously 
burned and it is probable that two, 
at least, Princess and Merani, will 
ultimately die, care being bestowed 
on them by veterinary surgeons 
from the Antwerp Zoo. 

It was feared at one time that the 
fire would reach the lions’ and 
tigers’ dens but this was prevented. 
The wild animals, nevertheless, were 
affected by the smoke, 

Director Stosch has appealed to 
other European circuses for the loan 
of costumes and hopes to be able to 
reopen with an abridged program 
in a few days. When it was first 
announced that Sarrasini intended 
touring Belgium vigorous protests 
were raised in some quarters, the 
circus being classed as German de- 
spite its Italian origin, 


Lord Lurgan Quits 





London, Jan, 25. 

Lord Lurgan suddenly resigned 
as director of the Dominion theatre 
and Victoria Falac-. Will Evans 
replaced him at the Dominion and 
Charles Gulliver takes over the Vic 
Palace. 

Victoria Palace lost about $62,000 
last year as against a profit of 
about $24,000 the year previous. 
For many years, while running 
vaudeville, the Vic Palace dis- 
tributed an annual dividend of 20%. 





Love, Pelitics Figure 
As Paris Hit Themes 


Paris, Jan. 25. 

‘Events in Boetia,’ new three-act 
play at the Athenee, looks like a 
smash here and a possibility for 
adaptation to other language stages. 
It's by Berr and Verneuil. Besides 
looking like an international possi- 
bility, play seems to have picture 
prospects. 

Story has to do with the way love 
affects politics, 





Americans in Folies 


Paris, Jan. 14. 
American talent in the new Folies 
3Sergere revue is represented by 
Roth and Shea, and the Side] sis- 
ters, French woman lead being 
| Vivian Gosset, and man lead Main- 
| gan, hoofer and singer for the local 











Ray Ventura jazz, and whose 
maiden appearance it will be in 
legit. 

Show is the usual Folies spec- 


| 
| 
| 
including 


nationalities 
show approximately $120,- 


tacular extravaganza, 
choruses of various 
Cost of 


| 900. 

| AUTHOR BUILDING UP 
London, Jan. 25. 

| Tom Walls sails for the West 
'Indies W ednesday (27), returning in 
itime for the opening of his new 
| Aldwych show ‘Dirty Work.’ 

| Play is scheduled for March 17. 





Evans, Farrar Teaming 


London, Jan. 25. 
Negotiations are on for Gwen 
|} Farrar, formerly Blaney and Far- 


jrar, to team with Rex Evans, cab- 
/aret pianologist. 





Aliens Not Being Unduly Banned 





British Labor Ministry 


BELGIAN ECONOMY 


Takes Over Royal—Season Cut And 
Salaries Slashed 50% 





Brussels, Jan, 12. 
Jhe Theatre Royal de la Monnaie, 
the Brussels opera house, will, in 
future, have a season of eight 
months instead of 12. 


The directors’ salaries are to be | 
reduced by 50° The City of] 
Brussels, which is putting up $158,- 


000 of new capital, will assume com- 
plete control of the theatre, 


GIG BLACKMAIL 
VICTIM TELLS, 
ESCAPES 


————_——— 





Paris, Jan. 16. 
Biggest scandal of the Riviera in 
years is exploding its way into 


front-page space, describing how 
the most reputed Riviera hostess, 
Mrs. Margery Sykes, after submit- 


ting for several years to blackmail 
by a French gigolo named Louis 
Latour, alias Joe Max, finally told 
her hubby the story, resulting in the 
arrest of her boy friend and ex- 
posure of the whole affair. 

Mr. Sykes is an English merchant 
prince who made a fortune in ori- 
ental carpets, and he and his wife 
had entertained most lavishly on 
the Riviera for several seasons, 
where the lady, having taken pri- 
vate dancing lessons from the gig- 
olo, fell in love with him. Having 
put down her indiscretion in writ- 
ing, she had to pay for the last 
three years in the form of $120 
monthly allowance. She finally got 





fed up and told her husband the 
story, and the cake eater is now 
on prison fare. 


2 London Weaklings 


London, Jan. 25. 

Arts Theatre has ‘The Judgment 
of Dr. Johnson,’ new play by G. K. 
Chesterton. It’s a slow and verbose 
piece, not too well received by the 
reviewers. Has some fine qualities 
though not of a commercial charac- 
ter. Costumes don’t help. 

Francis Sullivan, in the title role, 
turns in a splendid piece of acting. 

‘While Parents Sleep’ at the Roy- 
alty is an unoriginal comedy 
brightly written and well played. 
It’s unlikely to hit, 








Will Use Sound Record to 


Trace Communist’s Voice 


Berlin, Jan. 12. 

As reported, communistic inter- 
rupted the speech of President von 
Hindenburg over the radio. They 
made, by means of an intermediary 
cable switched on to the original 
one, communistic propaganda. So 
far the guilty party or parties have 
not been found. 

In the investigation a record of 
the New Year's Eve speech of Hin- 
denburg, taken by a physicist by 
means of a sound writer, which also 
took down the shoutings of the com- 
munist, is important. Officials have 
obtained this record and will com- 
pare the voice of the communist 
orator with those of the suspects. 


—_—— 


Cheap Taxis as Spur 


Paris, Jan. 16. 
Prefect of the Seine, Renard, has 
been petitioned by the theatre man- 
agers association to permit the taxi 


cab rate to be altered in order to 
promote theatregoing, and, at the 
same time, help pull taxi owners 


out of the current mire, 

Normal fares are doubled after 
1l p.m., and after theatre traffic 
takes place between midnight and 
1 a.m., until which hour it is sug- 
gested to retain the normal rate. 


PARIS B. 0. HIT 
Paris, Jan. 25, 
Weather continues cold. 
Box office hit, with takings way 
off i 





Tells Agents 


London, Jan. 25, 
Representatives of the Agents’ As- 
sociation, Managers’ Association 
and kindred bodies met at the Labor 
Thursday (21) with the 
and convinced that 
all the palaver of acts being barred 





Ministry 


officials were 


out of England is so much 


news- 
paper chatter, largely hopped up by 


correspondents trying to fill space. 


R. H. Gillespie acted as spokes- 
man for the theatre folk. 

Ministry proved that from the 
time of the formation of the Na- 


7 


tional government last October to 
the end of 1931 there were only eight 
applications turned down out of sev- 
eral hundred circus, cabaret, legit, 
vaude and concert applications. 
During the same period the year 
previous there was exactly the same 
number of turndowns. 


McLellan-Scott Will Do 
‘Du Barry’ as Musical 


London, Jan. 25. 

George McLellan, director of As- 
sociated Theatre properties and 
Stanley Scott, owner of the British 
rights to the play, suddenly ex- 
changed signatures last week for 
the local production of ‘DuBarry.’ 
Musical will open at His Majesty’s 
in the near future. 

McLellan’s action came as a re- 
sult of learning that Scott was 
dickering with the Pavilion owners 
for the show. 

Gita Alpar will head the cast In 
the same role she handled in Ger- 
many. Remainder of cast will be 
English, 





Brussels Likes ‘Bird’ 


Brussels, Jan. 14 

John Drinkwater’s three-act com- 
edy, ‘Bird in Hand,’ was produced 
for the first time in French at the 
Theatre Royal des Galeries, Brus- 
sels, Jan. 12. The play had been 
translated and adapted by Louis 
Pierard, Belgian author and mem- 
ber of the Chamber of Deputies, 
The translator succeeded in a diffi- 
cult task of making the Continental 
public accept and appreciate the 
finesse of English humour. The au- 
dience included Prince Leopold and 
Princess Astrid, 

Signoret, in the part of Mr, 
Greenleaf, was in his element, al- 
though he, and the rest of the cast, 
were a trifle too exuberant. The 
comedy in its French version has 
undoubtedly a lengthy run before 
it. Mr. Drinkwater was present, 








‘Sisters’ at Pavilion 


London, Jan. 16, 

Jack Waller, formerly Clayton & 
Waller, takes possession of the Lon- 
don Pavilion in May, when British 
International Pictures gives up its 
18 months’ lease. 

Despite the theatre being in the 
heart of the West End, it has not 
proved a profitable venture for B, 
a BR 

The first show scheduled there is 
‘Stepping Sisters,’ and will include 
Violet Loraine (making her first ree 
turn since marriage 10 years ago), 
Maisie Gay and Zena Dare, 


Rogers Ducks Offer 


London, Jan. 25. 

Will Rogers ducked an offer from 
Parnell and Zeitlin to write his 
own ticket for a Palladium (vaude- 
ville) appearance. Said he couldn't 
do it because he had no act. 

Rogers stated he is only here for 
a fortnight, and pleasure bound. 

Rogers, accompanied by his wife, 
leaves for Paris tomorrow (Tues- 
day), with the next stop Berlin. 
While at the latter city Rogers will 
interview Adolph Hitler. 

And then to Russia. 


BRYAN JOINS MOSS 


London, Jan. 25. 
Herbert Bryan succeeds H,. M. 
Tennant as production booker for 
Moss Empires. He was recently 
with Julian Wylie. 





Bryan’s new work starts Feb. L 
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Guessy Columning 
In one of the Walter Winchell’s 
daily gossip columns appeared this 
eentence: 


‘The best known film magnate 
attempted suicide last week.’ 


The best known film magnate! 
How many families” believe’ the 
head of each is the best known? 
Leaving such a sentence as sus- 
ceptible to almost any adaptation 
by certain readers, if they are of 
the 40 or 80 families or more who 
think the husband or father is the 
best known film magnate. 

And on top of which, no film mag- 
mate attempted suicide during the 
week Winchell referred to or any 
other week so far this season. It 
looks as thought the columnists in 
desperation perhaps are growing 
too guessy. Hiding their inuendos 
ahead of a question mark may be 
an unoriginal way of filling space. 
But to make a statement that a 
film magnate, best or least known, 
attempted to commit suicide would 
appear to be a dangerous comment, 
not only striking back at all film 
magnates, if any, but upon an in- 
dustry, through the suggestion that 


one of its leading members had 
cause for self destruction. 

Too much guessy stuff by the 
Broadway columnists, too much 
tipping off, too many irresponsible 
young fellows who want to pose 
and at their age seemingly have 


other income than the lightweight 
salary a budding columnist of under 
25 could expect. 

If Winchell looks upon himself 
as a reliable gossip reporter, if 
such a thing is possible, or as the 
dean of the guessers, he should 
hold himself up as the example, 
horrible or otherwise, to his emu- 
lators, those who live in hope of 
some day earning the fame and pay 
they know Winchell is getting. And 
then, if not the horrible example, 
Winchell must commence to train 
his imitators downward, toward the 
trustworthy goal if there be one 
this side of eternity for a gossiper, 
else Winchell be swamped by the 
very unreliable gossip of his own 
or others that built himself into a 
syndicated collection of dots and 
$7,000 a week income, besides re- 
viving O.K. commercially. 


Bargain Counter Mags 


Entrance of the 10 cent store mo- 
tion picture fan magazines are hav- 
ing a terrific effect on the sales of 
the older established magazines still 
retailing for 25 cents. News agen- 
cies over the country handling the 
monthlies are reporting more un- 
sold returns each month. 

One of the phases that distribu- 
tion agencies report as hurting the 
gales of the older publications is 
the bargain sale scheme of the 10- 
cent stores, which sell the previous 
month’s magazines at five cents. 
Under present conditions the read- 
ers of those publications can stock 
up with two current mags and one 
of the previous month for the price 
of one two-bit publication. 





Novice’s Technical Book 


In Los Angeles a 22-year-old 
youth, Bruce A. Woodward, wrote 
a book-length treatise on ‘Theatre 
Management’ as his thesis in the 
Woodbury Business College. He 
interviewed a dozen Los Angeles 
theatre managers for his material, 
which is copiously illustrated with 
programs, account sheets, man- 
agerial reports, ete. 

For a novitiate Woodward evi- 
dences a keen analytical mind in his 
conclusions on ‘Theatre Manage- 
ment,’ starting with the laying of 
plans for a new theatre. His chap- 
ters thereafter treat with the man- 








VERONICA CHARLES 


BLYTHE & SCHNEIDER 
INC. 
THEATRICAL COSTUMES 


151 West 46th St., New York 
Bryant 9-3913 


ner in which the theatre’s cost is 
defrayed, actual premiere, policy, 
exploitation, etc. Told as it is in 
elementary language, it holds much 
that is more worthy than some of 
the theatre management manuals 
around. 





Printing Pioneer 
Frank Kendrick Smith, who died 
in St. Petersburg, Fla., last week, 
at the age of 80, was once the best- 
known newspaper publisher’ in 
Maine. For many years he con- 
ducted a string of 18 weeklies in 
that state, finally consolidating 
them into the Bangor ‘Daily ’ 


NI owe 
siOws. 


Mr. Smith was the son of Samuel 
Stevens Smith, who operated the 
first steam-driven press in Maine. 
Interment at Brookline, 


Erin’s Censor Frowns 
Sketch,’ widely-cir- 
English picture newspaper, 
and another London paper have 
been banned for three months by 
the Irish Free State Censorship 
commission. 

‘Daily Sketch’ was placed on the 
banned list because it was held to 


The 
culated 


‘Daily 


have advocated birth control in 
several issues. The sale and dis- 
tribution of Frank Harris’ biog- 
raphy of Bernard Shaw likewise 
has been condemned by the Cen- 
sorship commission. Similar ac- 
tion taken with regard to seven 
novels, adjudged indecent. 

Value of a Wrangle 
Reason for that Gordon Craig 


tirade against George Bernard Shaw 
over the Shaw-Terry letters will be 
apparent in March when Dutton 
issues over here Craig’s biog of 
Ellen Terry, his mother. 

Craig doubtless won around to 
Shaw’s viewpoint that publicity 
never did a scribbler harm, hence 
launched attack after attack on 
Shaw. Papers ate it up which put 
things just right for Craig’s forth- 
coming biog of Miss Terry. 

Chief complaint by Craig against 
Shaw is that he ‘betrayed’ Miss 
Terry by the publication of the let- 
ters between the two. Hence, in his 
biog, Craig will ‘defend’ his mother 
against Shaw. 

If Shaw will be a nice guy, he will 
go after the Craig biog in a big 
way, to give Craig the break that 
Craig gave Shaw upon the publica- 
tion of the Shaw-Terry letters. But 
maybe not unless Shaw is given a 
‘cut im’ on the Craig book, since 
Craig got his out of the Shaw-Terry 
volume. 





More Advice 


H. Bedford-Jones, the nearest 
thing in this country to Edgar Wal- 
lace, preparing another book on the 
business end of the writing game. 
Will be a follow-up to his ‘This 
Writing Business,’ in which Bed- 
ford-Jones told scribblers all there 
was to know about scribbling and 
sales methods, 

Bedford-Jones perhaps the most 
prolific scribbler in America, ex- 
ceeding even the output of Jack 
Woodford. Unlike Edgar Wallace, 
Bedford-Jones uses a great number 
of pseudonyms, hence it’s not ap- 
parent, 

He has been signally successful 
from a monetary viewpoint. 





Book Makers Cooperate 

Many publishers going for the 
mutual] sales arrangements, latest 
tie-ups being between Frederick A. 
Stokes and the Yale University 
Press, on one hand, and Ives Wash- 
burn and Duffield & Green, on the 
other. 

Washburn-Duffield & Green ar- 
rangement will be on distribution. 
only, but the Stokes-Yale Press will 
extend further. In addition to a 
single sales force for both, Stokes 
and the Yale Press will also issue 
a number of books under a joint 
imprint. May mean, in time, an 
amalgamation of the two in all re- 











spects., 








WHERE ALL ARTISTS EAT 


WHERE ACTS ARE BOOKED. 
WHERE “GAGS” ARE WRITTEN, BOUGHT AND STOLEN. 
WHERE YOU MEET YOUR OWN AGENT. 


GERSON’S RESTAURANT 


150 W. 47TH ST., NEW YORK 


Next to Stage Door of Palace Theatre 


AND PLAY. 





Wake Revival 


Holtywood, Jan. 25. 
So many New York ‘World 
alumni on the Fox lot are being 
let out, it has been suggested 
that the ‘World’ wake be re- 
staged in Hollywood. 














Authors’ Club 50 Years Old 

Authors’ Club will be half a cen- 
tury old this year, and plans being 
made to celebrate the occasion. May 
take the form of a souvenir book, 
with most of the members contri- 
buting, the proceeds to go for wel- 
fare work among indigent scrib- 
blers. 

New president of the Authors’ 
Club is Fulton Oursler, elected re- 
cently. On its governing council 
are George S. Hellman, Lucien 8. 
Kirtland and John Erskine. 

Authors’ have a clubhouse at 48 
West 76th St. 





Scribbling Players 

Many actors turning scribblers, 
Theodore St. John’s success in get- 
ting a play produced being the in- 
centive. Leyla Georgie, who was 
the original Charmaine in ‘What 
Price Glory,’ has turned out a novel 
which Liveright will publish. 

Valeska Suratt writing plays, and 
so is Gilda Varesi, now living in 
England. tuido Nadzo and Austin 
Fairman are other performers who 
are writing for the stage after act- 
ing for it. 


Elissa Landi, as noted, is also 
having a novel published, 
Publishers’ Candor 
Frankness of Little, Brown, the 


book publishing house, is amazing. 

Concern published 57 books in 
1931, a much smaller list than it got 
out the year before. Of the 57, the 
firm admits two were speculations 
and two written to order and failed 
to meet expectations, Five, the con- 
fession goes, were books on which 
the concern over-estimated the 
market, and one was a book to pub- 
lish regardless of sales. 

Of course Little, Brown does not 
hesitate to point out that five of its 
1931 books sold over 25,009 copies 
each, and others had good sales, 
too. 





Publisher’s Complaint 

Failure of most of the dailies to 
note that ‘The Strange Career of 
Mr. Hoover Under Two Flags’ had 
its injunction vacated, permitting 
publication of the book, resulted in 
an indignant letter from Samuel 
Roth, who as William Faro, Inc., 
publishes the book, to every news- 
paper editor in the state. 

Whether Roth gets his vindica- 
tion or not, he’s bringing out anoth- 
er book on a president, ‘Warren 
Gamaliel Harding,’ subtitled ‘An 
American Comedy.’ Author is 
Clement Wood and the book is 
claimed to be a biography. 





Birdman Gets His on Ground 

Jay David Blaufox, the aviator- 
author, is around again although 
weak on the pins. He was hurt 
last month when his auto did a 
sommersault on the icy road above 
Rouse’s Point on the way to Canada 
to cover the airports for a maga- 
zine. 

During the war Blaufox, in the 
British air corps, had several nar- 
row escapes, once dropping 14,000 
feet, but straightening out in time 
to escape Injury. He is still active 
as a flier, but had to get cracked up 
in a motor car. Blaufox has given 
up publicity and is writing novels. 


Real Names of Writers 
K.M.S., author of ‘Limburger 
Lyrics,’ is Kurt M. Stein. Bruce 
Graeme, ‘Unsolved,’ is Graham 
Montague Jeffries. Ford Madox 
Ford, ‘Return to Yesterday,’ is 
Ford Madox Hueffer. Anthony 
Berkeley, ‘Top Story Murder,’ is An- 
thony Berkeley Cox. Ursula Bleom, 
‘Pack Mule,’ is Mrs. Charles Gower 
Robinson. 
But who is Barnum Browne, au- 
thor of ‘The Devil and X.Y.Z.?’ 





To Exploit Lowdown 
In keeping with the vogue for 
inside stuff mags, a couple of boys 
are plotting a weekly to be called 
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‘The Financial Tattler. The boys 
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thus far are ‘out of town,’ but will 
be back currently with the first is- 
sue. 

Idea of the mag is to give the 
lowdown on financial transaction 
and the reasons, if possible, why 
stocks fluctuate. Will also gossip 
about financial figures. 





Freak Sketch Rivalry 

George T. Delacorte, Jr., the mag 
publisher, competing with Ripley’s 
‘If you don’t believe it, call me a 
liar!’ books. Dell publishing a col- 
lection of similar pieces, by Sey- 
mour A, Davidson called ‘Did You 
Know? Tt’s in mag form and 
priced at a dime. No regular date 
of publication, but there will be a 
second issue when the first is ex- 
hausted, and so on. 





Small Town Visitor 

The Courtney Ryley Coopers have 
an apartment at 67 Park avenue for 
the winter. The Coopers spend their 
summers on a@ ranch at Idaho 
Springs, Col. 

Cooper, before he started writing 
his famous circus stories, was a 
press agent for Buffalo Bill and the 
Ringling shows. He started out in 
life from Kansas City as a rep show 
actor and has been in every town of 
over 1,000 in America, aside from 
extensive travels in Europe. 

Each spring Cooper spends three 
weeks with the Ringling show on 
tour. 


In England, Too 

The American paper, ‘Ballyhoo,’ 
which is scoring an enormous Fleet 
Street and West End success in 
London, is causing a lot of worry 
in the leading English magazine 
hutches, 

Amalgamated Press are keen on 
getting out an English paper on 
similar lines; so are Newnes and 
Pearsons. 





Gleason’s Novel 

James Gleason it attempting a 
novel, writing it with Jerry Horwin 
of Universal’s scenario department. 
Gieason has hitherto stuck to pic- 
ture and stage writing and acting. 

Yarn, titled ‘Air and Water,’ .is 
about a couple of press agents for a 
channel swimmer. 


Murray, Not Merrifield 
Street & Smith’s ‘College Stories’ 
has been merged with that firm's 
‘Sport Story Magazine,’ with Lon 
Murray in charge. Previous item 
here named Richard Merrifield as 
editor. Latter hasn’t been with this 

company since last November. 





2d Odd Book 

‘Cosmopolitan’ mag is now issuing 
‘Another Odd Book,’ a collection of 
25 stories by O. O. McIntyre and 
which will be sold only as a sub- 
scription feature. The first book of 
McIntyre’s put out by ‘Cosmopoli- 
tan’ two years ago went into its 
sixth edition of 100,000 recently. 

The new book begins with an in- 
itial printing of 250,000. The cover 
of the book is a bit handicapped by 
a drawing of McIntyre by James 
Montgomery Flagg. 





The Nerris’ Back Home 

Charles G. Norris arrived in New 
York this week from London and 
Paris whither he went in early De- 
cember on a mission connected with 
the filming of one of his novels. 
His wife, Kathleen Norris, joined 
him from their home in California 
and they are stopping at the Hotel 
Chatham. 

Among the Chatham’s guests last 
week also were Octavus Roy Cohen 
and his wife from Birmingham. 





Long Abroad 

Ray Long departed suddenly on 
a scouting expedition in Europe for 
his new book firm. He is said to be 
angling for a book on Stalin by 
Maxim Gorky. After visiting Gorks 
in Sorrento Long may go on into 
Russia for the second time within 
the past eight months. He will re- 
turn in early March. 

Irvin Cobb did the broadcast on 
the Amos ’n’ Andy book out of 
friendship for Ray Long, who is 
publishing it. 

Chatter 

The Don Wahn poetry pieces in 
Winchell’s column will reach book 
form under the title of ‘Love in 
Manhattan.” Don Wahn is really 
Philip Stack. 

Robert Hazard was a cab driver 
before turning novelist. 

John Dos Passos here, 

Elsie Janis’ biog will appear 
next month, issued by Dutton. Title, 
‘So Far So Good.’ 

Poetry Society throws a dinner 
at the Biltmore next Thursday 
night (Jan. 28). 





Georgette Carneal, the ex-‘World’ 
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girl, has had a novel accepted by, 
Liveright. : 
Century discovers more thag, 
6,000 books on Abraham Lincoln—« 
and then brings out another, 
Robert H. Thouless, the new Es« 
sandess protege, is a Scotch prof, 


Dr. Herbert S. Dickey, who ts an 
explorer himself, says he will show. 
up the ‘exploring racket’ in his next 
book. . ; 

With Knopf to get out his ‘Rack. 
ety Rax’ in book form, Joel Sayre 
has left the ‘Herald Trib’ to con« 
centrate on fiction. 

Tay Garnett’s ‘Tall Tales from 
Hollywood,’ postponed from a few 
months ago, may see print in the 
spring. 

Elmer Davis and T. H. Weigalt 
both have new novels based on thea 
Florida land boom. 

Francis Brett Young’s ‘Love Ig 
Enough’ will be reissued in a single 
volume of 908 pages. A lifetime of 
reading. 





Japanese Children 
(Continued from page 62) 


top, the children drew scant but 
select audiences of cosmopolitans, 
Gest was using the date as a form 
of break-in, acting without benefit 
of exploitation. He ran into diffie 
culties with the Labor Commission 
over the child labor law, but waltzed 
around that by donating 50% of the 
gross to charity, and in all probabile 
ity will do the same elsewhere. 

As trained by Tomofuku in Tokyo 
—and they’re still under the Tomo- 
fuku stage direction in this country 
—the Japanese children are start- 
ling in stage technique. Grotesquely 
painted, splendidly costumed, at 
times whining and again shrieking 
their lines, all in Japanese, the chile 
dren are a strange sight for those ace 
customed to normal theatre. For 
further distinction many of them 
have acquired separate control of 
each eye, rolling one while the other 
remains stationary. Perhaps it’s 
art as art is in Japan. 

The 12 girls comprise a repertory 
group, presenting here ‘Bushido,’ a 
two-act Japanese classic telling the 
story of a black sheep god-son who 
redeemed himself by sacrificing his 
own son to save his godfather’s 
child, then ‘Osome - Hismatzu,’ 
wherein the children act as marion- 
ettes, and finally “‘Tsuri Onna,’ a 
comedy playlet concerning a serv- 
ant who goes fishing for a wife, as 
did his master, and hooks an ugly 
creature instead of the beautiful 
girl who graced the master’s fish- 
ing line. 

Not presented i he most appros- 
priate order, and delayed by slow 
lighting effects, the program as an 
entirety was somewhat tedious; but 
this can and will be remedied. Vari- 
ous stage waits must have been ine 
terpreted as strictly Japanese by 
Americans in the audience. Actually 
they were caused by a stage crew 
unfamiliar with the theatre. By 
opening with the marionette bit or 
some other novelty, then going into 
the drama and quickening the pace, 
Gest should have the same appeal 
as evidence here, minus the bore- 
some qualities. 

Six local children were added here 
for an extraneous dance routine, 
Besides the 12 girls, the company 
carries five musicians, a makeup 


man, four mothers apportioned 
among the children, three stage- 
hands and Tomofuku Nakamura, 


There’s also considerable scenery of 
fragile construction. 

But even with all this Gest’s 
overhead isn’t so high. The Ameri- 
can influence hasn't crept into sala- 
ries. Bang. 





LIFE INSURANCE 
HAS NO SUPERIOR 


As an Incentive to Thrift— 
As an Investment! 





DON’T FORGET THAT LIFE 
INSURANCE PROVIDES FOR 
YOUR OLD AGE AS WELL IF 
YOU LIVE! 


For further information, write 


JOHN J. 


KEMP 


551 Fifth Ave. N. Y. C. 
Murray Hili 2-7838-9 
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Publishers Averaged but 
$5,000, WB Lost $45,000 


The millions which the publishers 
believed they would reap from pic- 
tures when sound first made its 
bow in filmdom have turned into 
pickels and dimes. 

The average receipts of the ma- 
jority of larger publishers for the 
past year from ERPI for the use 
of music in pictures was about $5,- 
000. Only Sam Fox and Photoplay 
Music receivcad more, because of 
their picture catalogues. 

In 1927 the publishers were 
areaming of millions from films by 
the time 1931 rolled around. But 
music in pictures, instead of in- 
ereasing quickly decreased. 

Warner Bros., which received a 
fdotal of $38,000 from ERPI for its 
three music publishers, Harms, Wit- 
mark and Remick, took a loss of 
about $45,000 for music used in 
pictures. According to the Warner 
éontract with ERPI, WB had agreed 
at the beginning of the year to use 
g0 much music, evidently for a total 
of $83,000, for at the close of the 
eurrent year Warner fell $45,000 un- 
der the quota. 

The importance of music in films 
és a source of revenue has fallen 
off more than the publishers 
thought possible. The publishers 
are plenty disgrunted at their 
talker incomes, 


B&K Recalls Organists 


Chicago, Jan. 25. 

Publix-B. & K. now reinstating 
brganists through a number of 
neighborhood spots, houses which 

haven't seen a live performer in a 
touple of years. 

Belpark now has Leo Terry, form- 
er B. & K. organist, back on the 
job regularly. Other spots for the 
pumpers are the Crystal, La Grange, 
Norton, Gateway. Doubling at 
these theatres are Bob Moore and 
Bob Billings. 














Burke-Bryan Released 


Joe Burke and Al Bryan, song- 
' Writers, have been released from 
their contracts with Warner. Both 
have been writing for Warner for 
& number of years. 


Currently, Warner has but five 
songwriters under contract. They 
are Al Dubin, Irving Kahal, Harry 


Warren, 
Dixon, 


Sammy Fain and Mort 





Heller Dropped 
San Francisco, Jan. 25. 
Herman Heller orchestra is out 
of Mission and Fillmore, nabor- 
houses, recently purchased by 
gal Bros. from the Louis Green- 
field estate, 
Houses return to straight pic- 
res, 





Young On His Own 
Joe Young, songwriter, will short- 
by open his own publishing office, 
According to report. 
Young was until recently under 
tontract to Warner. 
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| JOSEF CHERNIAVSKY | 
And His SYMPHO. SYNCOPATORS 
neorporated 


Just finished 20 sensational weeks at Hotel 
Gibson and WLW, Cincinnati, Ohio 


Now En Route Ohio 
Theatres and Ballrooms 


For Open Time Address: 
401 Palace Theatre Bids., Cincinnati 























A Porter Doubles 


Mark Black, colored porter 
for Famous Music, is spending 
his nights making the colored 
orchestras in Harlem for plugs. 
Publisher is giving him $1 for 
every plug he gets while dou- 
bling. 

Black started doubling as a 
porter and song plugger, the 
only colored song plugger in 
the business, last week. In 
his first week he netted $15 
extra, 











Give 2 Employees 25% 
Interest in A., Y. & B. 


Reported that Jack Yellen, for- 
merly of Ager, Yellen and Bornstein, 
will go into the publishing business 
for himself. ‘Yellen’s interest was 
bought out about six months ago 
by Ben Bornstein and Milton Ager. 

3ornstein and Ager will this week 
make Irving Tamz their pro. mer., 
and Sid Lorraine, in charge of their 
Chicago office, members of the firm. 
About 25% of the firm’s interest 
formerly held by Yellen will be di- 
vided between them, 

Tamz has been with the firm for 
eight years and Lorraine for five. 

Yellen expects to open his pub- 
lishing offices about Feb. 1, 





CONCERN MINUS HEAD 


Villa Moret Running Along With 
Daniels Reported Out 


San Francisco, Jan. 25. 

All kinds of rumors are afloat 
about Charles Daniels being out as 
president of Villa Moret, Inc., west- 
ern music publishing company with 
main offices here. Most authentic 
report, emanating from his own 
office, credits Daniels as having 
been requested to resign because 
he failed to spend ample time in 
the head offices, though drawing 
down $150 weekly. 

Daniels was alleged to have turned 
out such song hits as ‘Sweet and 
Lovely’ and ‘Put Your Little Arms 
Around Me’ for Robbins, using the 
name of Jules LeMaire. The prexy 
of Villa Moret failed to send any 
national winners through his own 
concern, it was charged, and is said 
to have evoked the wrath of the 
stockholders. 

Organization continues without a 
pres. or v. p. at present. F. L. 
Owens, acting as treasurer, and 
Sally Simpson as secretary are the 
only executive personnel at the lo- 
cal offices. Company now has 
representatives in New York and 
Chicago only, with all activities of 
Coast directed from here. Plans 
are to continue with present setup. 


Toledo’s Hoodoo Spot 


Toledo, Jan. 25. 

The Show Boat is closed again. 
This hard luck spot lasted only 
about six weeks in its latest en- 
deavor, Knocked off several times 
by the feds when it was known as 
the Green Mill, it was taken over 
by Chet Marks and Lou Griener 
under the new name. 

Marks was murdered and it was 
closed, to be re-opened by Johnny 
Rose. After several weeks of pros- 
perity it was raided again. Edith 
Marks, widow of Chet, and Griener 
re-opened the spot but business was 





not there and the ‘for rent’ sign 
is up. 

This is no nite club town any- 
way. 





° ° 
Pansy Stuff in Chi 
Chicago, Janv 25. 
Karyl Norman opens his own cafe 
here on Feb. 3, heading the show, 
which will be labeled ‘Pansies on 
Parade.’ Spot is the former Parody 
Cafe and will be known as the 
Kary] Norman Supper Club. 
Bill] Parent handling the talent. 


BUSINESS OFF DOWN SOUTH 





New Orleans, Jan. 25. 
New show at Club Forest includes 
Aaronson’s C Breecet te Mark and 
Marquette, Virginia Cooper, Gibson 


Sisters, George McQueen and 12 
girls. 


Business is decidedely off. 
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GHINGE STAN 
ON COPYRIGHT 


Agree to Waive Copyright 
Control and Accept Uni- 
form Contract — Meetings 
with Publishers at Rom- 
berg’s Home Clear Up 
All Differences but Closed 
Shop, Matter 

















STRIKE PREVENTED 


eee ee 


At the recent meetings between 
songwriters and publishers at the 
home of Sigmund Romberg, the 
songwriters agreed to waive their 
demand for copyright ownership 
and accept a uniform contract. The 
agreements reached by the repre- 
sentatives of the opposing bodies 
will be referred to the Music Pub- 
lishers’ Protective Association and 
the Songwriters’ Protective Asso- 
ciation for official action. 

Meanwhile a strike of composers, 
affecting the music business in 
its entirety, has apparently been 
avoided. 

The songwriter group at the 
meetings were led by Sigmund 
tomberg, chairman of the song- 
writers’ committee. Although a 
production writer, Romberg, with 
the pop writers of the committee, 
held the meetings for the benefit 
of the pop writers only. 

Initial demand of the publish- 
ers meetings was that the song- 
writers agree to give up their de- 
mand for ownership of copyright. 
After some debate, the songwriters 
agreed. 

The basis of the uniform contract 
to which the songwriters and pub- 
lishers have agreed and which will 
be referred to their respective head- 
quarters for official action, is prac- 
tically the same as that under 
which established publishers now 
enter into contracts with song- 
writers. These will not mention 
minimum sheet music royalty, it is 
said. Also instead of receiving 50% 
of the mechanical rights, the 
songwriters have agreed to accept 
33 1-3%, the same share they are 
currently receiving. 

Closed Shop Question 

Songwriters and publishers at the 
meetings agreed on practically all 
conditions but one. Still unsettled 
is whether a closed shop shall exist. 
The songwriters do not want the 
publishers to accept the songs of 
writers not members of the S.P.A., 
saying new writers can become 
members for $5, which will permit 
them to deal with publishers. 

Publishers object to this desiring 
to deal with anybody, despite non- 
membership. Composers’ main ob- 
jection to a closed shop is that it 
will be an official recognition of the 
existence of the S.P.A. The pub- 
lishers are said to object to that 
association. 

From the looks of matters now, 
it appears as though the publishers 
have won their battle with the 
S.P.A. Nothing will be definite un- 
til both the M.P.P.A. and the S.P.A 
act on the suggestions of their re- 
spective committees at these meet- 
ings, 


HERE AND THERE 


Jack Robbins 
road trip. 





on a three weeks’ 


Buddy Morris to Chicago for onc 
or two weeks. 


‘'s band replaced Al 
New 


Harry Downey 
Sidell’'s at the Ballyhoo Club, 
York (21), 





orches 
into 
Both 


Charles Bolinger 
lowed Don Big 
New York, 
bands, 
the road, 


stra fol- } 
Yoeng’s 
CBS |} 


e low 


Jan. 23. are 





Henry Tobias’ orchestra opens for 
Loew's at the Pitkin, Brooklyr n, F eb- 
ruary 3. 








Bigelow’s orchestra goes or ais 


Cameramen Learn Chi 
Music Union Rules 


Chicago, Jan. 25. 
Cameramen’s Ass'n, 
exhibition in town 
with the 
through an error, 


Newsreel 
staging an 
slipped up 
union when, 
bands were 
one was orig 

Seems that 
entertainment 
to each othe 
Orchestras were Bill Coons 
Mishoney. Musi 
to abrogate 


musicians’ 
two 


contr: only 


icted, when 
inally intended. 
two members 
committee, 


i. booked 


of the 
unknown 
a band apiece 
and Dan 
union refused 


the contracts, 


ians’ 
one of 


and it looked like the camera boys | 


would have to pay for two bands, 
until Coons, on his own accord, 
called his agreement off in favor of 
the other outfit, 

That was oke with the union. 


COLUMBIA'S NEW DISC 


Meets 








Vicks On Long-Playing 

Machines and Records 
Chicago, Jan. 25. 

Columbia phonograph company’s 
long-playing record and 
will be on the market by March 1, 
according to present calculations. 
Columbia machine will be adjust- 
able to play both the long-playing 
(low speed) and the regulation 
(high speed) discs. 

Victor has been in the field since 
November with its long-playing 
record, but sales have been retarded 
by the small number of machines 
sold to accommodate the special | 
records. 

Neither of the companies appears 
to be bubbling over with enthusiasm 
about the prospects of the 10 and 
15-minute records at present. Be- 
cause it’s impossible to sell the spe- 
cial discs to people who haven't the 
special machines, and the public 
isn’t anxious at present to plank 
out much coin for the new sound- 
boxes in the home, 

Both companies have abandoned 
the straight phonograph, all ma- 
chines now produced at the fac- 
tories being combo phonograph- 
and-radio boxes, 





machines 





Tune Center Burns 


Dallas, Jan, 25. 

Bush Temple, music centre, de- 
stroyed by fire last Thursday (20). 
Damage estimated at $65,000. Seven 
firemen hurt in blazes. 

Building once home of concert biz 
here, but of late mostly studios. 
Recently closed for remodeling. 





CBS Books Henderson 
Fletcher Henderson's orchestra is 
booked through CBS for three 
stage dates with Fanchon & Marco. 
Opens at the Academy, New York, 
Feb. 12. 


New City Controller Steps 
Into Frisco Music Mix-Up 





San Francisco, Jan. 25. 
|} San Francisco, long noted as one 
if the outstanding supporters of the 
jarts, is due to gét its musical menu 
|curtailed. Municipality went come 
mercial this week with advent of 
anew city charter and appointment 
of a city controller, Leonard Leavy, 
;}who’s been looking over all the 


budgets and 


most of them. 


applying a knife to 


Last year the Board of Supere 
visors voted $7,500 financial sup- 
port to the Pacific Opera Associae 


tion, secondary organization formed 
to produce operas here. Execs of 


the group are currently involved in 
a squabble as to who’s running the 
affair. Civic Opera Association ig 
the leading organization: here. 


Controller Leavy has the dough 
in the municipal safe but he won’t 
hand it over to the group requeste- 
ing it, New bunch is headed by 
Arturo Casiglia, director, who first 
demands $1,400 salary at $200 a 
month dating from last July and 
until June 30 of this year. Assoctle 
ated with Casiglia are Tom Girton, 
manager, and Don Duncan, attorney, 

On other side of the fence ig 
Hugo Newhouse, pres. of Pacific 
|}Opera Foundation, Ltd., operator 
of Pacific Opera Association. Newe 
house, local attorney, says biz cone 
\ditions won't permit a season this 
|year and refuses to go ahead until 
}its success is insured. He has more 
or less remained in the background 
while his opposition, Casiglia, hag 
taken all the initiative, even to the 
|point of naming new officers includ- 
ing a fresh president, Ettore Patrizi, 
editor of an Italian daily. 

Last year’s season of ten per- 
formances ran $3,750 in the red, 
Newhouse making up the deficit, 
Casiglia’s prospectus for this seae 
son announces but four showings, 











$12,000 IN 4 MOS. 


Collected by MPPA Under Publish= 
ers’ Disc Tax 


During the four months the pub. 
lishers’ disc tax has been in effect, 
the Music Publishers’ Protective 
Association has collected and dise 
bursed $12,000 from this source, 
Manufacturers of radio discs are 
currently paying the publishers 25c, 
per copyright song used per three 
and one-half minutes. 

The M.P.P.A. is -ow working on 
a new check-up of radio discs used, 
one that will be more complete than 
the present. There is also a possie 
bility of the prese..t license fee be- 
ing increased within a few months, 








Inside Stuff—Music 


ns 


Al Bryan will turn over all his royalties on the song ‘When It Rains 


You Are My Rainbow’ to Bob Cornell. 


Latter wrote the music and Bryan 


the lyrics, with Witmark publishing. 
Cornell is an accordionist who has been very ill 





At a hotel luncheon which the Victor company gave the publishers 
Friday (15) in New York, the phonograph men asked the publishers to 
have faith in the record business of the future. 


Victor predicted that the disc 


industry 


would make a come-back 


through putting a better reproduction of a song on a record than radio 


can possibly get into the home. 
the publishers at the luncheon, 
called ‘fidelity record.’ 


to give a more faithful rey 


Coast songwriters complain that numbers 
attention in their home 
instances a western-published song is 
ring 
in part to inefficient p:ugging machinery of smaller houses. 


receive much less 
many 
works its popularity west before 


due 


Victor played some of its records for 
mainly 
Latter is a new disc invention which is claimed 
yroduction of sound. 


its long running discs and its so- 


western houses 
than in the east. In 
picked up in the east and 
the probably 


published by 
territory 


noticed on coast, 





Famous Music, song publishing subsidiary of Par, in co-operation with 
Publix, intends to stage a special preview of the new Maurice Chevalier 
picture, ‘One Hour With You,’ at the Criterion some time next month. 

Apion is to acquaint the music trade, including orchestra leaders 
and other possible plug channels, with the numbers in this picture. Fa 
mous and Par did the same thing with ‘Monte Carlo.’ 

number published by the recently formed Rodart Music Co,, 

of Richard RBodgers, Lorenz Hart and Max Dreyfuss, is 

ancir on the Ceiling,’ from the re of the team’s ‘Evergreen,’ which 
was produced by C. B. Cochran in London. Harms is selling agent. 
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(Week of 


Bands and Orchestras 


Jan. 23) 





without charge. 
No charge is made for listing in 


" P—park, C—cafe, D H—dance hall, 
As far as 











Permanent addresses of bands or orchestras 


For reference guidance, initials represent: H—hotel, 


possible, street addresses in 


will be published 


Haas, Alexander, 254 W. 76th St., N. ¥. C. 
ee Phan or Inn, 188 N. 
‘ Bend St.. Pawtucket, . 
this department. Hall, George, Taft H.. N. ¥. ¢. 
T—theatre, Hall, Sleepy, MCA, Chicago. 
Halstead, Henry, Balboa Ina, Balboa 


B—baliroom, R—restaurant. 
large cities are also 











Hammond, Jean, Sky Room, Milwaukee. 
included. Hamp, Johnny, Lowny, H., St. Paul. 
; Hancock, Hogan, St. Antheny H., San 
os <a 7 Autonio 
A i Ganaton Serenadersa. Far East R., Cleve- Handler, Al, Miralgo C., Chi. 
Agnew, Chas., Edgewater Beach H., ers A., Adelphi H., Philadelphia. as ee S4., Brianger’e Columbia T., 
7 preeapaatlcchg ' onley, Ralph, 1119 Grand St., Wheel-| ~’.;— ‘ 
Cine Jules, C. 8B. 8. 485 Madison| ing, W. Va nara wee 5 a Bees Boece ~~ aimee 
Ave, N.Y. c. Conrad H., 1068 Park Ave., N. ¥. C. Hart, Ronnie, Srittsh Columbia Prk., Vanr- 
en 1914 Blvd. East, W. New Cooley, Frits, Maple View, Pittsfield, couver, B. Cc. os gr pe 
ork, N. mae, . Harkness, Eddie, Columbia T., S. F. 
isdort. U. J., 98 Liberty St., Newburgh. Coon-Sanders, New Yorker H., N. Y. C. , ; : 
Simare, Joe, New Bamboo Inn, Chicage.| Cornwell, Frank. Mayfair C., Boston, | _ Hatch, Nelsom, Old Mill Tea Garden, Te 
K. 8th St., Flint, Mich. Coslow, Sam, NBC, 711 7th Ave., N.Y.C. 2 


Amidon, A., 912 
Anderson & Ohm Multnomeh H, Port- 


land, Ore. Coyle, L. H.. 219 E. 10th St.. Faston, Pa. 
Appel, Oscar, The Cathay, Baltimore. Craig, Francis. Hermitage H.. Nashville. 
Armbruster, - L., B. A. C., Buffalo. Crescent Orch., Armory, Middletown, 
Arcadia Syncopators (C. Edgerton), 2004} N.Y. a : 

Addison St., Phila. Crawford, Buzz,” 21158 Pennsylvania 
Aster, Aiex, wenneene R., 808 3. Mich- | Ave., N. W., Washington. 


fgan Ave., Chicag 
Astoria, Jo, P. ©: Box 895, Coral Gables, 


Bartlett, O., Book-Cadillac H,, Detroit. 
Barton, Herbert, 545 Sth Ave., N. a 
on- 


1 ly Beenar, Montauk Point, 

tauk, . 

Baatie, Jos., 65 No. lith 8t., Newark, 
J. 


N. 
Bastian, Walt., State T., Detroit. 


Bauer, F. J., 67 Ormond St., Roehester, | 1,7, 
Y 


a ¥. 
Baum, Babe, 226 Rose 8t., 


ag ag v4 Pa. Deterich, Roy, Stevens H, Chicago. stone. 
Baum, Oscar, Paramount T., Devron, Geo., Stevens H., N. Y¥. C. Howard, Tex, Trianon B. R., Seattie. 
Bay State Aces (Al Relyea), “4 ‘Mohawk Dewees, Lowell, 1200 Jackson St., Spring- Hueston, Bi: 1658 B’ way, N. ¥. C. 
@t., Cohoes, N. Y. fleld, Ill. Hutton, J. W., Coronado H., San Diego, 
Beale, Bob, Athens Club, Oakland, Cal. Domine Orch, 22 4th St., Troy, N. ¥. Cal. 
mn T., 102 E. 8th St., Wilmington, Donahue, Bill, Drake H.. Chi. Hyde, Alex. c-o- Wm. Morris, 1560 B'’ way, 
D lly, , B. YN. ¥. C, 
Beecher, Keith, College Inn C., ~. Orange, N * m. Se Ghawent ve, & 1 
Belasco, Leon, Embassy C., N, Tas ‘ 
Benavie, Sam, Fisher T., Detroit. wo Mike, Celesium B. R., Tacoma,! flint Serenaders, Waukesha Beach, Pe- 


Bennett, Dave, Station WJJD, Palmer 
House, Chicago. 


67 Grand Ave., Englewood, 


Berge, W. E., 48th St., N. Y. 

‘a 5 ? icago. 
sme: Ww. J., 6449 Penn Ave., Pitts- Dement, Adsiahe, Station WON, Chic , 
oe y: i 
Bergin, Fred, Idora Park, Youngstown, O. Dushin, Ed., Central Pk. C.. N. Y. C. 
Bernie, Ben, Sherman -. Chi, E 

Dave Bernie, 745 7th Ave., N. ¥. C. Edmunds, Glen, Deauville Club, Santa 
Bowker. % Wm, Penn H.. 5 gag Monica, Cal. 

ngham f yan St., Buffalo. » * . Shepard - Colonial R., 

Bissette- Maclean, Marigold R., Rochester. = ee ee” ee 


bsp Jim, H., Town House, Los An- 
goles. 
Blaufass, Walter, Tip Top Inn, Pullman 


wis. Chicago. 
pian te cara Station WBBM, Wrigley 
> he Orch., Sovereign Hotel, Chi- 
ago. 
ay ~., 
Bist St., N. Cc. 
Borowsky, ikine. Biltmore H., L. A, 
Boulander, Chas., Frolics C., Miamt" 
fn Ray, 21 Beacon 8t., Hyde Park, 


Boyle, Billy, Copley-Piaza H., Boston. 
Brandwyne, Nat, Waldorf- Astoria H., 
‘Brandy’ ~ Singing 


Bd., 
Lansing, Mi 
Breeskin, Daniel, Earle T., Washington. 
Brigode Ace, Coney Island, Cincinnati. 
waa Collegians, Walled Lake B., De- 


SBrodle, P Phil, Grand Central H., Mountain- 
e, 

Broudy, hawt Grant T., Pittsburgh. 
wan Jay, El Capitan T., San Fran- 
gree, T., 022 Oth St., Harrisburg, 


Brusiloff, Nat, 19 E. 49th St., x Ge 
Bryant, W. H., 1526 8. Cth Bi.. Terre 
Haute, Ind. 

Buck, Vern, Wil-Shore B. R., Ch.f 
Buckeye Wonders, 615 So. Main gst. 
Akron, O. 

om Jules, Club Lido, Santa Monica, 


Buloswkies Califs., Eagle B., Milwaukee. 
Bunchuk, Yasha, Capitol Tt. Ge Be & 
Burk, Milo, Brockton, Mass. 
Burke, Chick, Amesbury, Mass. 
Burke's Canadians, New Constant 
Spring H., Kingeton, Jamaica. 
Burnett, Tiny, Orpheum T), Seattle. 
Burtnett, Earl, Lincoln Tavern C., Chi- 
Jimmy, 


eago, Ill. 
Lido Venice H., Sand- 
Wich, Ont. 


Burns, 
Butcher-Guth, Pines, Metuchen, N. §. 
Butler, Mel., Davenport, Spoxane, 


c 


c” Irv. 


Yoeng’s R., B’way and 


Palmer’s Park, 


Calloway, Mills, 148 W. 
46th St., N. 
Caperoon, Fred, G01 B’ way, Camden, N. J. 
Cappo, Jos., Lakeside Park, Dayton, Oo. 
Carlin, Herb, Navy Pier, Chicago, 
Carberry, Duke, Walpole, Mass. 
Carpenter, Earl, 1619 B'way, N. ¥..¢C. 
~ sage Bros., U. S. Grani ti., San Diego, 


Jimmy, C. De La Paix, N. Y. C. 
~ an Perk, Mission Beach, San Diego, 


Cal 

Carter, F., Majestic, Long Beach, Cal. 
Casa Loma, Gen. Motors Bldg., N. ¥. C. 
Casa Nova, Greenwich Village, Dayton, O. 
Casale, M., 140 Pine 8&t., Williamsport, 


a. 
Saget, D. L., Vancouver H., Vancouver, 


Casson, Pep, Victoria H., N. Y. C. 

Causer. Bob, Ithaca H., Ithaca, N. Y. 

Cavallave, John, 20 Irving St., New 
Haven. 

Cavato, Ets, Flotilla Club, Pittsburgh. 


Cab, 
Z; 


Cone; 


osne Don, El Mirador H., Palm Springs, 
alif. 

Cervone, Izzy, 602 Blackstone Bildg., 
Pittsburgh, 


Chardler Billy, Palmer H., Chicago. 
Charies, Roy, Golden Pumpkin C., Chi. 
Chapman, Jack, Merry Gardens B., Chi 
Chio-E-Revelers, Station WJBO, New 
Orleans. 
Christensen, Paul, WKY, Oklahoma City. 
Christie, H. 2., 1831 N. Ormsby Ave., 
Lou!sviile, 

Church, none, Buckeye Lake P., Buck- 
eye Lake. 

Clarke, Hort. L., Municipal Band, Long 
Beach, Cal. 
Clevelanders, Fuller's Garden, Cincinnati. 
Keakies. Jack, Taits C., Ss. F. 
Col. 252 W. Douglas St., Reading. Pa 
~~ Le Emil, El Pateo ae. 2, o 


om Don, Jantzen Beach, Portland, 


Detroit. 


Cox, Geo., KGFJ. L. A. 


Crawford, Thomas L., Wichita, Kana. 
Cross, Prent, McElroy B. R., Portland, 


Fila. Ore. : 
Atkins, A. P., 8614 6th Ave., Des Moines. Cullen, 8. B.. 814 B. 6th St., South Bos- te 5.. NBC, 190 N. Michigan 
tin, 5., Davis I Country Cc. ampa . : 
— i, wm. MGM Studio, Culver Currie, Marry, Seelbach H., Louisville. a A.. 1128 Geettman st. Pitts 
City, Cal. 8 or Johnnie, Webster H., Canan-} “ tinixer, Bun Lighthouse B. R., Compton, 
a. a é Calif. 
ys lg . i? C., 48th St. and Hite, Les, Cotton Club, Culver City, Cal. 
Baffa, Wm., Boos Bros. C.. L. A. Se ee Hoagland, Everett, Geo. Olsen C., Culver 
Bailey, Earl, Pavillon Royal, Valley D City, Calif. 
Stream, Long Island. Dahl, Ted, KMTR. Holl a Hobbs. Frank, St. Catherine H., Catalina 
Baird, Maynard, Crystal T., Knoxville, Dantzig, EB. J., 842 Putnam Avé., B’kiyn. | Is. 
Baldwin, P., Frontenac, Quebec, Can. D’Artri’s Orch., 61 14th St., Norwich, Hoffman, Earl, Maralago C., Chi. 
Batlew, Smith, Palm Island C., Miami] conn. Hoffman, L. G., 78 Ernst St., Buffalo. 
Beach, Fla. Daugherty, Emer Jardl id Arling- Hogan, Tweet, Chanel Lake, III. 
Bard, Jos., Golden Pheasant R., Balto. ton i Washington, D. C. oe, Se Hogan, Bill, Arizona-Biltmore, Phoenix, 
Barnard, B., 330 W. Morrell St., Jackson, | Devidson, J. W., Norshore T., Chicago. | Ariz. 
Mich. Davis, C., Indiana T., Indianapolis. Hollowell, B., Strand D. H., Wilmington 
Barringer, Don, Calico Cat B., Miami. Davis, Eddie, 1650 B’way, N. Y. C. 1 


Davison, Walt, Mainstreet T., K. C. 


re. 
Delbridge, Del., 404 Madison T. Bldg., 
Del Pose, Senor, 1587 B’way, N. Y. C. 

Seay, Ss 381 St. Marks Ave., Brook- 


Denny, Jack, Mt. Royal H., Montreal. 


Deugherty. Doc, Adelphia H., Phila. 
Downey, Harry, Ballyhoo C., B’way and 
as Ge 


Elmwoed Band, 872 Van Nostrand Ave., 
Jersey City 

English- -Gibson, Rendezvous B. R., Balboa 
Beach, Cal. 

Enkom, Geo., McElroy’s B. R., Seattle. 
Eppel, 5736 N. Tth St., Pua eee. 
Erickson, Al, RKO- Hillstreet Bee 
Erickson, Harry, Saltair Beach ce, Sait 
Lake City. 

Everett, Hume, Lakeside P., Denver. 


& 
Fay. Bernard, Fay’s, Providence. 
Farrell, F., Inn, 4 Sheridan 8a., N. Y. C. 
Feeney, J. M., 226 E. lith St., Oakland. 
Fagan, Ray, Sagamore H., Rochester. 
a: on, Owen, Sweet’s B. R., Oakland, 
al 
Fabello, Phil, Coliseum T., N. Y. C. 
Aaron, Miami Beach Country C., 


Feldman Joe, 1068 KZ. 98th St., Cleveland, 


Ohio. 
Ferdinando, Felix, Le Chateau B. R.. Man- 
chester, N. H. 

Feyl. J. W.. 878 River St., Troy, N. Y. 


Fischer, Carl, Majestic D. H., Detroit. 
Fischer, C. 914 So. Westnedge &t., 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 

Fisher, Bob, Pyramid C., Hollywood. 
“en Max, c/o Loew, 1540 Broadway, 
“Finston, Nat, Par. Studio, Hollywood. 
Fitzpatrick, Eddie, St. Francis H., S. ¥F. 
a Don, 1419 Reed Ave., Kalamazoo, 

ich. 
Fogg. A. M., 174 Beacon &t., 


6. 
Fomish, Henry, Pleasant Lake, Jackson, 
Mich. 

Foote, R.. Stevens H., Chicago. 
Forbstein, Leo, ist Nat’) Studio, 
bank. Cal. 

Forman, Lou. Palace T., N. Y. C. 
Four Horsemen, Uptown Village Club, 


Portland, 


Bur- 


Chicago. 
Fradkin, Fred, State T.. Jersey City. 
Franklin, Milt, Seattle T., Seattle. 


Freed. Carl, 20 8. Orange Ave., Newark. 
Freeman, Jerry, Casino Nacional, Havana. 
Friary. George Rockland, Mass. 

Friedman, Jerry, 1619 B’way, N. Y. C. 
Friedman, L. F.. St. Louts T., 8t. Louis. 
Friedman, Snooks, Paramount H., N.Y.C. 
Frieso, J. F., Strand T., Stamford, Conn. 
Frost, Jack, Station WJAR, Providence, 


Hank, Virginia H.. Long Beach, 


Cal. 
Fuller, Earl, Swiss Gardens, Cinn. 
Funk, Larry, Palais D'Or, N. Y. C. 


Frye. 


G 
Soon, Gus, Cinderella B. R., Long Beach, 
Ca 


Gatvie, J. J., Plaza T., Worcester, Mass. 
Galliocchio, Jo, 6200 Sheridan Rd., Chi, 
Gardner, C. C,, 1537 N. 24th Bt. Lin- 
coln, Neb, 

Garrigan, Jimmy, Congress H , Chicago. 
Gates, Manny, Alcazar H., Miami. 
Gaul, Geo., Washington, D. Cc. 

Geildt, Al. 117 8S. N. J. Ave., Atlantic 


ity. 

Gendron, Henri, Oriental Gardens, Chi. 
Gerun, Tom, Ba) Tabarin, 8S. F. 
Gill, Joe, Hollywood C., Galveston, Tex. 
Ginsberg, Ralph, Station WJJD, Chicago. 
Girvin, Hal., Fairmont H., 8S. F. 

Goff. Mark, Briggs R.. Detroit. 
Goldberg, Geo., Celestial R., Bay Shore 
Park, Baltimore. Md. 

Golden, Neal, WOR, N. Y. C, 
Goldkette. Jean, Book Tower, Detroit. 


Gonzales, 8. N.. 310 E. 4th 6t.. Santa 
Ana. Cal, 

Gordon, Leon, Hollywood B. R., Holly- 
wood 

Gordon, 


Herb, Wardman Pk. 4 Wash. 
N. 


Gorman, Ross, Biltmore H., Cc. 

Gorrell, Ray, 404 Madison T. Blas, De- 
troit. 

Graham, Paul, Jenklinson Pav... Pt. Pieas- 
ant. 


N. J. 
Grass, Chet, 2040 S. Corona, Denver. 
Grayson, Hal, Roosevelt H., Hollywood. 
Green, ‘Jimmy. Beach View Gardens C., 


Greer. Billy, 1002 Maim 6t., Davenport, 
a. 

Grosso, Paul, Arlington H., Colorado 
Springs, Col. 


dence 


Beach, Cal. 


Nw. Zz. 


Fla. 
Hopkins, 
50th St., N. Y 


Guanette, Lou, 16 St. Angelo Fat Quebec. 
Guren, Tom, Bal Tabarin, 8S. F 

Gurnick, F4., 36 Reynolds ave. Provi- 
Gunsondorfer, W., Guernewood, Cal. 


Gutterson, M., =o T.. Baltimore. 


Hallett, Mal., Lawrence, Mass. 


Haney, Al, 26 Capital St., Pawtucket. 
» oe 

Haynes, Joe, Coliseum T., Tulsa, Okla. 
Hays. Bill, Cathay Tea Garden. Phila. 
Heiberger, Emil, Bond H., Hartford. 
Henderson, F., 228 W. 139th St.. N. Y. C. 
Henderson, Gordon, Palace H., S. F. 
Henkel, Ted, Capitol T., Sydney, Aus. 
Henry, Tal, c-o NBC, 711 Sth Ave., 


el. 
Hollywood Collegians, K. of C. C., N. Y. C. 
Holmes, Wright, Martinique H.,, N. Y. C. 
Holst, Ernie, Colony C., Palm Springs, 


Claude, Roseland B, B’way and 
. & 


or eee Chas., Monmouth Beach C., 


Howard, Harold, Canyon Hotel, Yellow- 


waukee, Wis. 
Imperial Marimba, American House, Bos- 


ton. 
wt Ed, Vanity Fair B., Huntington. 


~ 
Irving, E., Lyceum T., New Britain, 
Conn. 

Iseminger, Bill, Hagerstown, M4. 

Isitt, Doug, Butte, Mont. 

Iula, Felice, Rivoli T., Baltimore. 

Iula, Ruffino, City Park Bd., Baltimore. 


J 
Jackson’s Jars, 18 Chestnut &t., 
ville, N. Y. 
James, Harry, Ei Capitan T., Hollywood. 
Janis, Fred, Turkish Village 'c., Chicago. 
Janover, A. L., 1265 Grant Ave., N. Y. C. 
oe nay H., 47 5 Hawthorne Ave., 
Jehle, John, 75 Driggs Ave., R og: tarsi 
Jockers, Al, 1619 B’ way, N. ¥ 
Jockers, Monro, 1430 N. 


Johnson, C., Small’s Paradise, N. Y. C. 
Johnson, Dwight, Multnomah H., Port- 
land, Ore. 

Johnson, Merle, 155 W. 46th St., N. Y. C. 
Johnston, O. W., 48 Grove Ave., Ottawa. 
Jolly Joyce’s Syn., 915-17 Walnut S&t., 
Philadelphia. 

Jordan, Art, 6241 Norwood 8t., Phila. 
Jones, Isham, Elitch Gardens, Denver. 
Jorgensen, Ruth, 1235 Sheldon 8t., Jack- 
son, Mich. 
Joy, Jimmy, Brown Hotel, Louisville. 
Joyce, Jerry, KFWB. Hollywood. 

K 


Glovers- 


Newark, 


Sebtan Way, 


Kahn, Art, Via Lago C., Chi. 
Kahn, Herman, Capitol T., Newark, N. §. 
Kahn, Reger W., 1607 B’way, N. Y. 
Kalls, H., Lido Venice =” Boston. 
Kamas, Al, Swanee B. Washington. 
Katz, Al, Hollywood <— ‘N. ¥. C. 

p Kaufman, W., 28 N. 10th St., Lebanon, 


Kayser, Joe, Dreamland B. R., Chicago. 
Kay, Herbie, Aragon B., Chi. 

Kayser, Kay, Nixon R., Pitta, 
ego, Ross E., 22 Gold St, 


L 
“keiter, Wm. R., 4116 Gist st., Woodside, 


Freeport, 


Kelly, Harry, Stevens H., Chicago. 
Kelly, Paul, Lido C., S&S. ¥. 

Kemp, Hal, New China C., Cleveland. 
Kennets, Larry, 801 Keenan Bidg., Pitts- 
burgh. 
Kenin, Frank, Lotus Isle, Portland, Ore. 
a Herman, Fox's B'way, Portland, 
re. 

Kentner, H., Benj. Franklin H., Phila. 
Kerr, Chas., Golden Dragon, Phila. 
Kestner, Jos.. N. B. C., Merchandise 
Mart, 222 North Bank Dr., Chi, 
. serene Serenaders, Gd. Riviera T., De- 
roit, 
King, Hermie, Oakland T., Oakland, Cal. 
9 Melody, 68 Mueller St., Bingham- 
‘on 

Kirkpatrick, Fd, St. Francis H., 8. F. 


= Fred, Kingsway H., Hot Springs, 
rK. 

Kline, M., 6456 Spruce St., Philadelphia. 
Kneijizel, E., Biltmore H., tlanta, 


Knickerbocker Club, Berks County Trust 
Bldg., Reading, Pa. 


Knights of Rhythm, 20 Meadow &6t.. 
Amsterdam, k me 

Knutson, Erling, President H., K. C. 
pe nt Harry, c-o NBC, 222 Ne. Bank 
r 


Kosloff, Lou, Loew's State T., Tl. A. 
Kezals, Jim, Station WCFL, Chicage. 
Ms ee Wait, 847 Claremont Bldg.. 


Krueger, Art, Wiaeconsin H., Milwaukee. 

Krumbols, G., P. O. Box 404, New Bed- 
ford, Mass. 

Kyser, Kay, Bamboo G., Cleveland. 

Kyte Benny, Station WJR, Detroit. 


618 Merrimae 6t., Lowell, 


Laitsky, Ben, Majestic T. Bidg., b. A, 

Lampe, Del., NBC, Merchandise Mart, 
222 No. Bank Dr., Chicago. 

Lane, Eddie, McAlpin H., N. Y. ¢, 

Lang, Henry, Baker H., Dallas. 


Lagasse, F¥.. 
ass 


City, Cal. 
Lange, J. V., 27 Abbott St., 
—, Sam, c-o CBS, 495 Madison Ave. 








College Club, 4120 Dewey Ave., Omaha. 


Chicage 


Lange, Arthur, RKO-Pathe Studio, Culver 


Lowell, Mass. 


. & 
Lavehtner, Harris, St. Francis H., L. A. 


Lehman, Al, White City B. R., Chicago. 
Leonard. Harold. Windsor H., Montreal, 
Levin, Al, 476 Whalley Ave., New Haven. 
Levitow, Berrard, Commodore H., N.Y.C. 
Lido Orch., Suite ws toew Bldg., Wash- 
ington, D. rom 
Lopez. Vincent, St. es Sy x. wT G 
Litt, pen, Mirador B. R , Phoenix, Aris. 
St., 
be eaien Guy, Roosevelt H., N. Y. C. 
Long, Dick, Murtis H., Minneapolis. 
Lowd, Howard G., Orkney Springs H., 
Orkney Springs, Va. 
Lowry, Ed.. Audubon T., N. by? Cc, 

we, Scl, Manchester T., L. 
Loye, Stan, Mammoth H., is 
Ludwig, C. ‘Zaza.’ 23 Clifford Ave., 
Manchester, N. H. 
Luse, Harley, Wilson’s B. R., L. A. 
Lyman, Abe, 1619 B’way, N. » Ps? 


Lynn, Sammy, 2006 Wichita St.. Dallas. 
M 
Macdonald, Kez, Coliseum, Si. Peters 


burg. ‘ 
Mack, Austin, Golden Pumpkin C., Chi. 
Mack, Dave, Paris Inn, L. A. 

Major, F. J., 8007 3d St., Ocean Park, 
Cal 


val. 
Makins, Eddie, LeClaire C., Chi. 
Maloney, R. B.. 806 Elinor St., Knoxville, 
Tenn 

Mann Bros., Pacific Garden, Long Beach, 


Cal. 
807 N. 


Marthe Al Francis, 
Marburger, H., 346 Knight St., 
Pa 


Madison, 
Wis. 
Reading, 


Marengo, Joe, Italian Village, L. A. 


Maréh, Chas., Ft. Pitt H., Pitteburgh. 
Marinaro. John, Beaux Art C.. 30 W 
th &.. B. YF. 

Martin, Fred, Boesert H., B’klyn. 
Martin, Slim, Pantages T., Hollywood. 
Maslim, Sam, Seneca H., Rochester. 
Mason, Bobbie (Miss), New China R 
Youngstown, Ohio. 

Masters, Frank, Tivoli T., Chicago. 
Mayfair, Bernie, 70 So. Division, Bat- 
tle Creek, Mich. 

Eddie, 80 Crooke Ave., Brooklyn. 


Oe 
s € 


Nec oy, Clyde, Terrace Garden R., Chit. 


McDowell, Adrian, Town & Country C., 
Milwaukee. 

McEnelly, Z. J., 96 Sylvan St., Spring- 
field, Mass. 


McGay, J., Detroit Country Club, Detroit. 


McGowan, Loos, c-o Kahn, 1607 
B’way, N. Y. C. 

Mcintyre. James, Chateau Laurier, Ot- 
tawa 


KMTR, 
1221 E. 8 


Hollywood. 
3d St., L. A. 


McIntire, Lani, 
McVeas, I. S., 


Meeka:, Bob, College Inn, Sherman H., 
Chi. 

Melia, Wm., 91 Edwin St., Ridgefield 
Park, N. J. 


Memphisonians, 92 S. Main St., Memphis 
Meo, Jimmy, Colosimos, Chicago. 

Messenger, Al, Roseland, Taunton, Mass. 
Merrick, Mahlon, c-o N. B. C., San Fran- 


cisco. 

Meroff. 3en, RKO-Palace T. Bldg., 
1 i Fs 

Meyer, M. F., 926 Broadway, Brooklyn, 
- - 

Meyer, Oscar, 4529 Camac St., Phila- 
delphia. 


6200 Girard Ave., Phila. 
Horn's D. H., L. A. 
Seattle. 
Albany, 


Meyers, Al, 
Meyers, Louis 
Meyers. Vic, Trianon B. R., 
~— Jack, De Witt Clinton H., 


Nutiier, J. Franz, Statler H., Detroit. 
Miller, Jack, Press Club, Montreal. 
Miller, N., 121 Williams St., Chelsea, 


Mass. 

Milan, Bert, Eastwood Park, Detroit. 
Miller, Vic, Loew’s State, Syracuse. 
Mills Blue Ribbon, Cotton C Ne. a. 


Miner-Doyle, 1192 Middlesex St., Lowell, 
Mass. 

Mills,, Floyd, 786 Fayette 8t., Cumber- 
land ia. 

Minich, F4., 1101 Prospect Ave., Scran- 
ton, 


Pa 

Mitchel, Al, Olympia T., New Haven. 
Molino, Carlos, Ambassador, H., L. A. 
Moore, Carl, Le Salle H., Chi. 
Moore, Lew, Venice B. R., Venice, Cal. 
Moore, Tom, Solomon's B. R., 
Morey, Al, Worth T., Ft. Worth. 
Morris, Glen, Silver "Slipper, Baltimore. 
Mosby, Curtis, Apex C., S. F. 
Mosher, V., 8137 10th ‘Ave. 8., 
olis. 
Murtal, Fred, Oriental T., Detroit. 
Moana H., Waikiki Beach, Honolulu, Ha- 
wail. 

N 


Nasholdé, Dudley, Nashola’s B. R., Seattle. 


Minneap- 


Naylor, Oliver, Walton H., Phila. 
Neff, Art, 6228 Spruce St., Philadelphia. 
Nick, 3150 24th St., Astoria, 


2 sae 
L. 


siineuee, Ed, Wilshore D. H., Chi. 
Nelson, Ozzie, Palace T., New "Haven. 


New Orleans Owls, H. Roosevelt, N. O. 
Newman, Alfred, U. A. Studio, Holly- 
wood. 


Nolan, Bob Fisher T., Ms eeeeee 
Norman, Jess, KPO, 9. 


Oo 


O'Brien, * ee Saranac Lake H., Saranac 


Lake, ° 

Octavet Orc., 35 Duffield St., 

a. Bs 

O’Hearn, Trave, LeClair H.. ae ae Tm. 
Olsen, George, Richman C., N. Y. 
Oppenheim W., Benj. Franklin H., Phila. 
Original Georgia 8, Danceland, Jamaica. 


Brooklyn, 


rm & 

Original Yellow Jackets, Summerlend 
Beach, Buckeye Lake, O. 

Orlando, Nick, Plaza H., N. Y. C. 
Osborne, Will, 1650 Broadway, } am #8 
Owen, Frank, Merry Garden 'B. R., Sin. 


P 

Paso, George ©., Roseville, » 

Paige, Ray, Station KHJ, L. 

Palemar, Dan, Black Cat R., As z. & 

Palmquist, Ernie, Eagle B-R, Milwaukee. 

Parisian Red Heads, 22 W. North St., 
Indianapolis. 

Parker, Dud, 230 Hart St., B’klyn, N. Y. 

Pasternacki, Steve, Luigi's R., Detroit. 

Peari, Morey, 268 Hunting Ave., Boston. 

Peck, Jack, 801 Keenan Bldg., Pittsburgh. 
— Orch.. Monmouth St., Newport, 


y. 
Pern!, Don, Baenger T., New Orleans, La. 
Peterson, Art, Trout-dale-in-the-Pines, 

Evergreen, Colo. 

“Te Doc, New Kenmore H., Albany, 

s 


a epee B., Tivoli T., Michigan City, 
ae Pteitter's Orch., 1842 Palmette Ave., To- 
Philbrick’e Orch., Younker’s Dept, Stere, 


Des Moines, Ia. 
Phillips, Phil.. Club Bagdad, Dallas. 
Piccino, A., 860 N. 8th St., Reading, Pa. 
Pierce, Chas., Midway Gardens, Cedar 
Lake, Ind 
Pipp’s Orch., Sullivan’s, Edmonton, Can. 
A. 


Pometti, V. D., Boos Bros. C., L. 
Pontrelli, Nick, Rose Room B. R., L. A. 
Pontreili, Pete, Palace B. R., Ocean Park, 


Cal. 
Prado, Fred, American House, Boston. 


Prince, G.. King War Lo R., Detroit. 
—" R. E., 1365 Sellers St.. Frankford 
hila, 


Quaw, Gene, Cosmopolitan H., Denver. 
R 


° Ralston, Jack, Station WOL, Washing- 
ton, > 
Randell, " art, Fontenello H., Omaha. 





ae 
— 


Read, Kemp, 539 Ash 
PE ge Many Pp shley Blvd., New Bede 
Reese, Gardner, 


Holl 
wanda, N,. pour Ca: Songs 
Reisman, Leo, 130 W. 57th St., N. y. & 
Reser, Harry, 143 W. 46th St.. N. Y. 
Sete — Pacific Coast Cl., ont 
thm Roamers, care Ch 
trolt as. Mack. De. 
feci, Aldo, Fis lt 
Rich, Fred, 2 nN. Fo y 3. © 


Richards, Reena, Usiewn vine, Cx 
Rickitts, J. C.. Kosciuske, Mise. 
Rines, Joe, Elks H., Boston. 
Rittenbaud. J., U. Artiste T.. Detroit. 
a Vincent. Sylvania H.. Paila. 
canes’ enn, Commodore B., 

Meee, uilen, 8 oe 
oberts, es, 8 Sheldon St., Prov., R, I 
Robinsog, Johnny, Olympic H., 8 ey 
Radriguez, Jos., KFI, L. A. sattle, 
Roesner, Walt, Fox T., San Francitsee, 


Rhode, Karl. Loew’s Orpheum, B 
Roky. Leon. Syracuse H.. Syracmen 
ay ag ” W. Sitb s.N Ye 
emanelli, I., ing Edward H., 
Rose. Irv., Statler H., St. L,. Senentn, 
Rossman, Harold. Bagdad C., Miami, 
ne Leo, 306 W. 14th St., N.Y.e 
oyal Canadians. Mayflower H., ' 
Beach. Fila. “a 
Royal Novelty Six, Station WMAQ. Chi. 
cago. 
Russell, B., King Cotton H., Gree 
Russell, Jack, Casino Moderne C... wr 
Russo, Dan, Canton Tea Gardens Chie 
cago. 
Ss 
Sabin, Paul, Delmonico C., N. Y. ¢. 
Sagerquist, Eric, Station WIPO, Chicage, 
Sands, P., 215 Ridgewood Ave., B'klyn. 


Santaella, Salvatore, KTM, L. A. 
Santrey, Henry, Beac ion T.. N. ¥. C 


Schara, C. F., 624 Bway. Buffalo, N. ¥, 
Schill, J.. Arcadia B. Mee, Us Be 
Schubert, Ed.. 34 Arthur 8t.. Lawrence, 
Mass. 

Schumiski, Joe, Station WCFL, Chicagea 
— U. J., 819 Court St.. Fremont, 
Scoggin, Chic, Pla-Mor B. R., Kansas 
City, Mo. 

Scott, L. W., 800 Dilbert Ave., Spring: 
field, O. 

RB’ klya, 


Scott, Frank, 254 President 8t., 
WN. Y 


Seiger, Rudy, Fairmont H., 8. F. 


Seidenman. Sid, Mayfiower H., Wash. 
Selvin, Ben, c-o Col. Recording, 55 6th 
Ave. 

Setaro, A.. Granada T., ¥ 

Severi, Gino, Pig N Whistle ¢. Hollywood, 
Sheffers, H. C., Wilbur’s, Taun‘on, Mase, 
Shelton, Geo., ‘Olympia H.. Seattle. 
Sheridan, Phil, Mossula, Mont. 

Siani, Joe Fox T., S. F. 

Sidell, Curtiss, Marcell C., Altadena. 
Silverman, D., Missouri T., St. Louis. 
Silvester, Johnny, Spanish B. R.. Seatt'e 
Simmonds, Arlie, Playland Park, South 
Bend, Ind. 

Simons Seymour, 1504 P’way, Detroit. 


Sylvester, Pismarck H., Chi. 
BonTon B. R., Ocean Park, 


Singer, 
Singer, Lou, 
Cal. 

Sissle, Noble, Pk. Central H., 
Slason, Fred, Lotus R.. 


mn, =. & 
Washington, 


Smith, Beasley, Rosemont B., B’klyn. 
Smith, Jabbo, Show Boat C., Chi. 
Smith, Rollin, Hollywood A. C., Holly- 
wood. 
Smelin, 8., 
Ohio, 
Sorey, 
mm % @& 


190 W. Buchte) Ave., Akrom 


Vincent, CBS, 485 Madison Ave., 
Spector, Irving, WOKO, Ape. Mm. Fe 
Spielman, M., Calais C., Cc. 
Spitalny, H. apevers. ‘Chicago 7. Chi, 
Spitalny, Phil, N. B. 

Springer, Leon, 134 vilemniien ‘St. Bkiya. 
Spolidoro. J., Boos Bros. C., L. A. 

St. Clair Jesters, Prince Edward Wig. 
Windsor, Canada. 

St. Louis Kings, 1288 E. 95th St., B’klym. 
Stafford H., 911 Sumner S&t., Lincola, 
Neb. 

Stafford, Jesse, Palace Zs & 
Stanfill, John, 820 Broadway, 
tonio, Tex. 

Stark, Ferdinand, Curran T., 8. 
Steiner, Max, Radio “tudio, "Holly weod, 
Steed, Hy, Station WMBC, Detroit. 
Stern, Harold, St. Moritz H., N. ¥. 
Stevens, Perley, 258 Huntington 
Boston. 

Stokes, Harold, El Torres B., Kansas City. 
Kans. 

Stoll, Geo., Roosevelt H., Hollywood. 
Stone, Marty, St. Paul H. C., St. Paul, 
Story, Geo., Wong's C., London, Ont, 
Straub, Herb, Buffalo Broadcasting Corp.¢ 
Buffalo. 

Strissoff, Vanderbilt H., N. Y. C. 
Sweet, Al, 29 Quincy sti, Chicago, 
Sweeten, Claude, Golden Gate, S. F. 
Sweeten, Owen, Sih Avenue T., Seaitie. 
Sylvano, Frank, Station WIBO. Chi. 


T 
Nantucket Yacht C., Naa-< 


Phila. 


F. 
San Aar- 


Ave. 


Taylor, Art, 
tucket, Mass. 
Taylor, H., 1015 Chestnut 8t., 
Tellyer, Al, Guerneville, Cal. 
Tenner, Joe, L. A. T., Li. A. 

Teppas, J. J., $33 Glenwood Ave.. Buffale. 
ala Roy, Regent T., Grand Rapids, 


Thies, Henry, WLW, Cin. 
Thomas, Howard, c-o M. C. 
Randolph, Chicago. 

Thomas, Ollie. Station WBBM, Chicago. — 
Thompson's ‘Virginians,’ Ventor T., Ate 
lantic City, N. J. 

Tierney Five, Rittenhouse H., Phila. 
Tlloff, Andre, Surf C., Miami “Beach, Fle. 
Tobier, Ben, Rosemont B., Bklyn. 
Tobin, John, Coffee Dan’ 9 ley oy 
Trave.er, Lou, Casino B. , Ocean Park, 
Cal. 

Trini, Anthony, Giolliito’s, N. Y. C. 
Turcotte, Geo., 90 Orange St., Manches- 
ter. N. H. 
Turnham, Edith, Oaks Tavern. L. A. 

U 


A. 63 W. 


Ullrich, Frank, Roney Plaza H., Miami, 
Unell, Davie, Alabam C, Chi. 


Vv 
Valente, Val., Marquarda C., 8. F. 
Vallee, Rudy, Pennsylvania H., N. Y. ©. 
Van Cleef, Jimmy, 41 Paterson §t., New 


Brunswick, N. J. 
Van Steedes, Peter, White’s R., N. Y. ©. 


Voorhees, Don, 825 W. 45th St., N. ¥. ©. 
Ww 
Wadceworth, Wheeler, Terrace Gardens, 


Chicago. 
Wagner, Sol, Embassy C., Chi 
Walker, Gene, Bea Breese Beach C., Leng 
Beach, N. 
Waring’s Penna, c-o J, O'Connor, 
merstein T. Bldg., N. Y. C. 
Watkins, Sem. Peabody H., 
Weber, Thos., Beverly Hills Bi. 
Hills, Cal. 
Weeks, Anson, Mark Hopkins H., L. & 
Weems, Ted, Rice H., Houston. 
Wendt, Geo., Roof Garden C., S. F. 
Welch, Roy, Fulton-Royal, B'klyn. 
Werner, Ed, Michigan T., Detroit. 
Wesley, Jos., 317 12th Ave. Milwaukee. 
pwatter, Jos., 617 Adams ave., Scranton, 
a. 


Ham- 


Memphis. 
Beverly 


Whidden, E4, 125 Dikeman St., Brookly™ 
Wilkins, Don, West Coast T., Lond 
Beach, Cal. 


Williams, Ralph, Muste Bex C., Ch! 

Williamson, Ted, Isle of Palms @. 
Charleston, 8. C. 

Wilson, Billy, Du Pont H., Wilmingtom 

Wilson, Clare, Madison Gardens, Toledo. 

Wilson, F., Marcell Country Club, Pas® 
dena. 

Wilson, Meredith, Station KFRC, . Fr. 








Lawe, Bernie, Pattis C., Des Moines, Ia. Radin, Oscar. M-G-M Studio, Culver City, et. 
Lefxowits, Harry, Casley H., Scranton. | Cal. ‘ aw inebrenner, W. 8., 267 Freder! 

a. Rapee, Erno, NBC. 711 7th Ave., N. Y. C. > > : 

Leftwich, Jelly, Oceanié H, Wrightsville | Rasmussen, F., 143 Graham Ave, Council] Wintland. Sam, KFWB, Holly wood 
Beach, N. C. Plufts, ls. ( » (Centinued on page 59) 
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CARMEL MYERS AST STEPPING’ , | SHORT SHORT STORIES BEATRICE LILLIE MAYTAG ORCHESTRA 
Sone MERCIAL ith Bob Grannis, Wil! Osborne's | Playlets With Rudy Vallee with Irving Dillon, Sam Thomp- 
coli Orchestra, Nell Roy, Connie Bos- | Sustaining Songs, Talk son, Phillip Culkin and Harold 
45 Mins. well, Bing Crosby WIBO, Chicago 


KH4J, Los Angeles 

Carmel Myers, debutting as a 
commercial on the Resinol hour 
over KHJ, L. A., shows much prom- 

as an unusual femme crooner, 
which is in itself a novelty. She is 
presented on Resinol, a beauty 
goap’s ‘Hollywood Nights’ program, 
with the Hollywood Wanderer, an 
anonymous chatterer, airing the 
colony gossip. Latter was said to 
be Zion Myers, her brother, and a 
Metro director, which may account 
for the preponderance of M-G-M 
plug stuff in the chatter. 

Gossip is innocuous and may or 
may not have been written or pre- 
pared by Jimmy .Starr, m. p. critic 
and columnist on the L. A. ‘Her- 
ald-Express,’ who was supposed to 
pe the co-attraction ‘with the ac- 
tress. Starr was barred by his 
paper from doing the radio period. 

After the introductory theme 
strain of ‘Beautiful Lady,’ proba- 
bly a disk, which is a fitting aria 
for a program of this nature, the 
merchandizing angle is worked in 
with free samples, etc., followed by 
Raymond Paige ‘and his Resinol or- 
chestra’ rendering ‘I'm Sorry, Dear.’ 
That billing is a bit odd since Paige 
is the regular KHJ house maestro; 
just preceding this quarter hour he 
was on for a sustaining interlude 
oh his own, hence the inference that 


he was the special baton-wielder 
for the beauty soap doesn’t ring 
true. 


Miss Myers is then introduced as 
the featured soloist doing ‘Time On 
My Hands’ and dovetailing nicely 
into an equally melodically appeal- 
ing ‘You’re My Everything. She 
evidences a nice delivery and an in- 
telligent sense of. microphonic val- 
ues. Her hum and croon stuff was 
novelty variation and -withal Miss 
Myers impressed well. 

The Hollywood Wanderer then 
went into a five-minute spiel about 
fan mail; that Garbo and Beery 
have never met each other; some 
far-fetched discourses such as the 
allegation Marion Davies’ hobby is 
chasing fire engines and some other 
dope not quite so silly. 

This 15-minute feature is on 
twice weekly and was inaugurated 
13 weeks ago by Radie Harris, syn- 
dicate chatterer, whose initial guest 
star happened also to be Miss My- 
ers. When the guest star thing be- 
came difficult Miss Harris contin- 
ued with straight chatter. A re- 
maining 13-week stretch of an orig- 
inal 26-time contract is now un- 
der Miss Myers’ auspices and should 
center considerable attention on her 
commercial sponsor. Abel, 


OLD PAPPY 
Cliff Soubier 
Storyteller 
Sustaining 
WENR, Chicago 

Here is a session of worthy writ- 
ing, no matter whether it’s radio, 
legit, fiction or what. And delivery 
that’s solid and sure, whether it’s 
radio, legit, the talkers or what. 
The two in combination add up to 
one of the classiest 15-minute air 
sessions: anywhere. 

Each afternoon over NBC the old 
colored pappy talks to an imaginary 
boy named Booker-Cephus and re- 
cites tall yarns. There are myths, 
fairy tales having to do with stingy 
kings, with queens, with cherry- 
pies. All written in a style that 
impresses as pure literature; writ- 
ing that is wonderfully imaginative, 
etching delicately the homely hu- 
mor of the colored pappy’s observa- 


tions. The language itself has 
much of beauty, the words are 
matched with great care for feel- 


ing that they classify as 
prosed poetry. 

Soubier, an old hand at elocu- 
tion, handled the difficult and deli- 
cate lingo of Old Pappy with a dett 
mitt and with a fine sense of 
values. "i 

Radio here has something to offer 
the most aesthete listener, the most 
highbrow, and yet, such is the art 
of this session that it has its ap- 
peal just as surely for the child, 
the adult and the aged, of varied 
degrees of intelligence. The pro- 
gram has something to offer all of 
them, each according to their — 

Gold. 


might 


HELEN KANE 
ongs 
WGY, Schenectady 


Queen of baby-talk singers held 
court on 10-minute supper-hour 
program arranged by radio editor 
of an Albany paper, as tie-up be- 





Interview, Orchestra 
COMMERCIAL 
WOR, New York 

This is the new I. Miller series. 
Bob Grannis, ‘Graphic’ columnist 
and reviewer, is featured on these 
periods with interviews with well- 
known radio artists. It’s another 
period in which the sponsor relies 
solely on the contacts of the news- 
paperman to bring ‘name artists’ be- 
fore the mike. On this period, 
caught Thursday (21), Connie Bos- 


well and Bing Crosby, both CBS 
artists, were supposedly’ ‘inter- 
viewed. 

The ‘interview’ billing is just a 


gag, judged by this period. But one 
question was flung at each artist, 
immediately after which they did a 
song and called it a day. Neverthe- 
less, considering they were gratis 
performances, that’s doing plenty. 


| Miss Boswell was asked to do an- 





| first, 


}of the time 
| chestra, 





other number after she warbled her 
but stated, audibly over the 
loud speaker, that she had no time. 

Although Nell Roy wasn’t billed 
in the nevspaper listings, she led 
off after a big send-off by Grannis. 
When Crosby was introduced by 
Grannis, mention of Cremo was 
made twice. Bing also used his 
Cremo theme song. Major portion 
consumed by the or- 
led by Will Osborne. A 
few vocals included. 

Grannis himself has a youthful 
voice, which appeared to contain a 


note of excitement when heard 
here. That may wear off. How- 
ever, since-his greatest duty is to 
bring up ‘guest artists,’ Grannis 


should be a success if he can keep 
on supplying artists of the calibre 
of Crosby and Miss Boswell. 


Commercial plug spotted fore and | 


aft and not overdone. 


BALLYHOO HOUR 
Music, Talk 
Sustaining 

KMTR, Hollywood 


What started out to be a strong 
program has gone all to pot ina 
month. This weekly hour over 


KMTR, KMCS and KMPC, all un- 
der the same management, began in 
the same vein as the magazine, 
‘Ballyhoo,’ with bright cracks, ad- 
vertising take-offs and commercial 
hour satire. Now it has degenerated 
into the regulation band and vocal 
numbers, with the most venerable 
of blackouts sandwiched in. Only 
a research expert could account for 


some of the material being pre- 
sented. 
Opening and ciosing is the ‘Aw 


Nertz’ song sporsore: by the mag, 
but in between is a half-hearted 
attempt at comedy that spends 


three or four minutes each time 
building up to a punch line that is 
public domain, Dialect stuff very 


| amateurish, 





First few broadcasts contained 
some punchy ideas, with an inter- 
view between ‘Grantland Zilch,’ 
phoney sports writer, and a panze 


coach going over well. On the to- 
boggan since then. 
Cream of talent from the three 


stations is utilized, with Ted Dahl's 
orchestra; Jimmy Newell, tenor, 
and the Two Professors handling 
the brunt of the work. 

If worked for its best possibilities 
the burlesque ad idea would be 
touchy material for radio, anyway. 





BIG BEN DREAM DRAMAS 
Dramatic Sketch 
COMMERCIAL 

WMAQ, Chicago 

One of the best bits of early 
morning programs NBC can boast 
of. Outside of the hour, 9:45-10:00, 
this presentation has nothing the 
matter with it. 

Early hour may be something of a 
drawback, at least until the pro- 
gram is better established. Right 
now it’s a novel idea, well formulat- 
ed and put on. If they can follow 
up the first program with something 
just as good each week, then the 
watch company sponsoring Big Ben 
will really have something. 

Idea of the dream thing is strictly 
for laughs. Hubby and wife fighting 
over latter’s eyes and sighs at her 
favorite screen idol. Finally she 
falls asleep and dreams of being 
crowned a queen in a contest and 
off to Hollywood with a contract. 
There she meets her heartbeat, dis- 
covers he’s a phoney, awaking with 


a start and glad it was only a 
| dream. 
| Good continuity throughout the 


‘ 
| 


sketch and well played by two un- 

announced players. Smart stuff, yet 

not too sophisticated for the masses. 
Span. 


tween publication and RKO’s Pal-|FROSTILLA REHEARSALS 


ace, where Miss Kane was headlin- 
ing. Broadcast began as an inter- 
view, but soon drifted into series of 


' 


COMMERCIAL 
WGN, Chicago 


Idea of presenting a back of the 


Specialties by star and accompanist. | mike rehearsal is a good angle, if 


_ Miss Kane sang three love ditties. 
Said she would like to get away 
from boop-a-doop stuff, but did not 
on this b. ec. Accompanist contrib 
uted solo on accordion. 

- Sort of informality about program 
nat gave it appeal, even to bring- 
ngs in a kid who had been hanging 
“round for Miss Kane’s appearance. 
» €, however, would have packed 
more entertainment with rehears- 
‘ng and proper timing. 

‘awning by interviewer 


and an- 


houncer, 


Too much | 





the proper background and material 
is there. Just to slap on a band 
with one or two voices is not such a 
brilliant thought. 

Of course, the idea is to convey 
the impression of an impromptu bit 
of business behind the scenes, but it 
doesn’t sound that way. What side 
remarks and ad libs that are made 
sound too well rehearsed. ? ; 

With some good comedy Situations 
and, moreover, some rea] talent the 
Frostilla compan} 


to put it over, Span. 


It looks like it’s about time for 
radio to start burlesquing some of its 
cruder scripts, just as the legit 
stage and the pictures, too, have 
successfully applied the slapstick 
to the old-time blood-and-thunder 
mellers. Some‘of these radio sce- 
narios are getting so hokey that 
the burleycue. is the only way out. 

This present program is a fine 
one on which to start the digging. 
It’s a script that should have 
‘Hearts and Flowers’ played con- 
tinuously as its musical through- 


out. 
At the 15 minutes caught the 
emotion-moved performers display 


the sad tale of a clean country boy 
who went to the big city to make 
good, but he becomes a gangster 
and who, in a gang war, accident- 
ally bumps off his mother who has 
come to the big city to find her 
wandering lad. There are such 
prize lines as ‘I started takine 
money at the bank and I couldn't 
stop.” And the femme commenta- 
tor, in speaking of this boy, shakes 
her head (evidently) and opines: 
‘Well, there’s always a spark of 
love in everyone, no matter how 
bad.’ 

This, then rates as unentertaining 
stuff, even for that mythical radio 
listener, the 14-year-old intelligence. 
These short short yarns hit the 
ether twice weekly at 9 p. m., when 
there’s a raft of other and more 
choicey programs in competition. 

Script is worked out in such a 


long, round-about way, coming to 
the story only after a number of 


false starts. Maybe that’s to make 
it harder. As the program opens, 
a femme is telling’a story. She tells 





how she met a young girl. And 
| this young girl tells her a story. 
This final story is the story about 
| the wandering lad. It makes for 
an awkward and draggy introduc- 
tion, wholly unnecessary other than 
to establish this first femme as the 
regular 


Story-teller for each pro- 
gram. Gold. 
TOMMY and WILLIE 
Songs and Talk 
Sustaining 
WCKY, Covington 

As old as radio is, the method 


these boys find effective in holding 
up fan mail volume. It is ihe fa- 
miliar dedication of various ditties 
to publicity-mad listeners, who are 
able to get ether plugs by simply 
linking their names with birthday, 
wedding or what-have-you anni- 
versaries, 

Tommy and Willie have flitted 
around Greater Cincinnati stations 
for years. Currently doing a stretch 
nizhtly on L. B. Wilson’s 5,000-wat- 
ter. No flossie musical arrange- 
ments; just straight harmony for 
verse and two choruses, self-ac- 
companied on piano. 

Chatter runs heavily to ‘yes sirs,’ 
‘hah hahs’ and ‘give ’em a chord in 
Ny ireat improvement possible if 
lads wouldn't talk at same time. 
Use pop tunes with ‘Cut Down the 
Old Pine Tree’ for a themer. 

Kolling. 





THE INQUIRING REPORTER 
With Gus Haenschen’s Orchestra 
DISC 

COMMERCIAL 

WBBM, Chicago 


Poor piece of recording and pro- 
gram construction all around. It’s 
a General Motors presentation, with 
60% of a 15-minute spasm dev. ted 
to dry, technical chatter on the 
various passenger makes in the 
G. M. group. 

Patter exchange is carried on be- 
tween a couple of undeniably ex- 
perienced announcers, one repre- 
sented as a motor car engineer and 
the other an inquiring reporter on 
the trail of automobile news. What 
they have to say is constantly 
punctuated by the effects of a run- 
ning motor, all of which may be 
music to a mechanically-sensitive 
ear, but just so much meaningless 
noise to the general listener. Lo- 
cale of the engineer-reporter get- 
together is described as the Gen- 
eral Motors - Oakland proving 
grounds. 

There’s nothing about the musical 
interludes to distinguish the usually 
expert Gus Haenschen direction 
and arrangements. Couple of war- 
bling solos included, and here like- 
wise the recording made it hard to 


discern any merit. Odec. 
THREE MINUTE CLUB 
Sustaining _ 
WBRC, Birmingham 

This is a Luther Patrick pro- 


grammer and Patrick has created a 
big following in Alabama among 
the dial twisters. Two girls, the 
Payne Sisters, assist him on this 
15-minute bill. 

Patrick’s style is somewhat sim- 
ilar to Will Rogers’, except that 
Rogers goes for western chatter 
and Patrick gabs in Alabaman. Pa- 
trick before coming to Birmingham 
years ago was a native upstate, so 
it comes natural. His continuity is 
made uy of just country gab with 
a laugh now and then. 

The rest is taken up by the gals, 





still has a chance | 


who sing and croon. With less of 
Patrick and more of the gals this 
program will be a cinch. Bobbie. 


lnew; 


COMMERCIAL 
WEAF, New York 

Doing a ‘guest’ appearance with 
Rudy Vallee on the Fleishmann 
period, Miss Lillie looms as a nat- 
ural comedienne for radio. Radio is 
noticeably short of comediennes of 
any worth at all, especially of the 
ability of this English lady. 

With Ray Perkins to act as a sort 
of foil for her, Miss Lillie was right 
at home with her chatter. Perkins 
started as permanent m.c. on these 
periods recently. He holds the rep 
of one of radio’s ablest comedians. 


Between Perkins and Miss Lillie, 
with Perkins affecting an Enelish 
accent, last week’s broadcast was a 
sprightly affair. 

Despite Miss Lillie’s infrequent 
appearances before the mike, she 


appeared right at home and at ease. 
Hier delivery was smart, and her 
gag exchanges with 
tered unusually well for radio. Miss 
Lillie’s song material was all of a 
light comedy nature. 

Probably will be some time before 
Miss Lillie goes on the air again, 
due to her stage work and probably 
a high ether price. Nevertheless, 
she’s an artist that radio can afford. 





BUDDY ROGERS 

Songs, Talk, Instruments 
COMMERCIAL 

WJZ, New York 

Buddy Rogers is the latest addi- 
tion to the roster of radio names. 
Having recently been placed under 
contract to NBC, Rogers is now 
gathering an orchestra together 
and is scheduled to make his radio 
deLut from the Biltmore hotel, New 
York. 

First noticeable comparison’ be- 
tween the Rogers of the screen and 
the air, with comparisons unavoid- 
able, is that as far as voice is con- 
cerned the s. a. isn’t there. And 
it was the s, a. that made Rogers 
on the screen. His voice sounds like 
that of an older person. It is much 
deeper than expected. 

As a singer, Rogers has an ordi- 
nary tenor. His breathing evidently 
neec. study and _ “rectifying for 
proper song delivery. His voice does 
not sound strong und his tremolo 
makes it appear as though he is 
having difficulty. 

Rogers alsa has a rep for being 
efficient at a variety of different in- 
struments, which was brought out 
in some light banter with Allan 
Joslyn. He took the trombone on 
this period for ‘Lieberstraum,’ 
which he played in its original 
tempo first and then in a jazzed 
version. Orchestra accompanied. 

Rogers will draw on the air at 
first through his film rep. After 
awhile he’ll have to show some- 
thing different to hold them. For 
the mike alone, where his absence 
from films bring forgetfulness, this 
former talker star still is in need 
of development. 


FRANK MAGINE 


Songs 
Sustaining 
WJJD, Chicago 
Magine is a well-known sonz- 


writer in Chicago, and is now over 
this Mooseheart transmitter each 
evening in 15-minute doses of pop 
song crooning. 

Magine has a nice voice that 
filters over the loud speaker with 
quality and clearness. He does not 
have the intimate, cooing tones of 
other and better known kilocycle 
vocalists. Over the air he im- 
presses as being somewhat formal 
and stiff, but this is something of a 
relief after the saccharine tones so 
much affected by almost every 
other radio warbler. 

Two items of cheap plugging are 
hurting Magine. Those are the 
fake tags pinned onto him by tne 
announcer, calling him the ‘prince 
of melody’ and the singer with the 
‘golden voice.’ That’s cheap stuff 
and Magine would be better wel- 
comed without those labels. 

Gold. 





CENTERVILLE SKETCHES 


isc 
COMMERCIAL 
KYW, Chicago 

Hires Root Beer is behind this 
rural intermission. It’s plenty dry 
and talkative, besides not particu- 
larly interesting even to farm hands. 
Maybe the idea will unfold and de- 
velop into something as it goes 
along, but judging from the initial 
broadcast it will need lots. 





tubeville as a radio topic is not 
that goes for the homespun 
chatter, hayseed characters, etc. 


| Principally this 15-minute period is 





} 


lacking in material and continuity, 
so the answer is obvious. Naturally 
it’s cheap entertainment. It acts 
that way and sounds it. Span. 


LOVE STORY HOUR 
Sketch 
COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York 
Street & Smith stages these periods 
each week. Each is a dramatiza- 
tion of a story from the current is- 
sue of S & S's ‘Love Story’ mag. 
The skits are somewhat too pashy 
for a male audience. They’re pri- 
marily for the ladies, which micht 
be what is desired. 
Skits are interestingly dramatized. 
Last week’s was just a love sketch 


with an eye for the women. 





Perkins regis- | 


Blackwelder 
COMMERCIAL 
WLS, Chicago 

Maytag has always been partial 
to orchestras. Usually it hankers 
for name outfits; this time it has 
a throw-together affair delivered by 
MCA, This group of musicians was 
assembled for MCA and Maytag by 
Clarence Wheeler, local music ar- 
ranger, who is also handling the 
baton before the mike. 


As it stands, it’s a pleasant, 
though undistinguished interlude, 
which appears to have been the 
obiect of Maytag. Understood the 
advertiser had a picture of an au- 
dience composed of women about 39 
years old, having three children, 
whose family income rates about 
$2,500, who does her own washing 


on Monday and gets tired from the 
day’s wash work, and who lives in 


a town of 50,000 or less. 
For this audience, the session fits 
nicely. For 30 minutes the or- 


chestra steps its way through pop- 
ular tunes of the quieter sort, pick- 
ing not only up-to-date songs, but 
going back a few years for a few 
of the old-time hits. The quartet 
of males gets before the mike a 
couple of times to make the loud- 
speaker hum pleasantly. 
Pleasantly is about the best word 
to explain the reaction of the broad- 
cast. It’s auiet, soft and neatly 
arranged. "While it will not send 
the listeners away shouting praises, 
it does refrain from annoying them. 
Which in itself is a point of merit. 
Program has a great point toa its 
advantage in arriving at the homes 
of the midwest audience at 8:00 
p.m., when dance music is scarce. 
Even the plugging is held down 
to good taste. Very wisely for the 
advertiser, there is no spieling at 
the start of the broadcast, merely 
an announcement of the Maytag 
band. Only at the 15-minute mark 
is there any considerable sales pa- 
laver. Gold. 





CHILD’S MELODY MEALS 
Don Carney, Mary Olds 
Songs, Orchestra 
COMMERCIAL. 

WOR, New York 

This is of the type of commercial 
period that probably caused Sen- 
ator Couzens to introduce his bill 
in Congress. It’s a 15 minute period 
and yet during that brief time six 
plugs were inserted. And none too 
brief either. 

If it wasn’t for the overplugging 
this wouldn’t be a bad period. Al- 
though .it must be considered that 
were it not for the many plugs, Don 
Carney and Mary Olds probably 
wouldn’t be on. For both are used 
primarily for the advertising spiels, 
each alternating on the plugs. Both 
also make the musical annourceé- 
ments. 

Best feature of this broadcast 
was a male quartet who had one 
number which was harmonized ex- 
cetionally well. Quartet was heard 
agair a little later, but briefly. Or- 
chestra, leader unannounced, sup- 
plies pleasing instrumentation. 

A funny boner was pulled here. 
Carney announced that the orches- 
tra would play a wre-war medley 
of waltzes. Orchestra then led off 
with ‘Charmaine.’ 





JANE SNOWDEN 
Talk 
COMMERCIAL 
WBBM, Chicago 

Jane Snowden must be a very en- 
terprising young woman. Outside of 
heading a successful string of laun- 
dries, she also has mike presence. 

Naturally it’s the plug that counts 
on this program, but by way of di- 
vertissement Miss Snowden answers 
questions about household budgets 
and gives hints to housewives. Any- 
thing from how to prevent custard 
from curdling to caring for the 
canary, 

Most of the questions and answers 
sounded like gags, but if so it 
doesn’t matter, as Miss Snowden’s 
voice is pleasant to listen to. If Miss 
Snowden ever gets tired of talking 
about laundries she can always get 
a job on the air. Span, 
GENE QUAW Orchestra 
Sustaining 
KJ, Los Angeles 

Gene Quaw is a rotating MCA 
band which has been’ swinging 
around the western hostelries, now 
etherizing from the E! Cortez ho- 


tel, San Diego, and picked up on 
the Icn Lee-CBS coast spoke, 
KHJ, L. A. 

Quaw’s brand of music is pro- 


fessional and thoroughly satisfac- 
tory, mixing up the dansapation 
with vocal stuff, all combined for 
general oke effect by mike. Abel 


ee 


Bands and Orch. 


(Continued from page 58) 


Wittatein, Eddie, New Haven. 

Wolf, I4o, Vanity Falr C.. Chicage. 
Wofe, Rube, Bouevard T., L. A. 
Wright. Joe, Silver Slipper C., 8. F. 
Wolohan, Johnny, FE! Patio B. R.. &. FP. 
Wright, Joe, 410 Mille Blég., 6. F. 
Wunderlich, F., 1587 E. 19th St., Bklys. 
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Inside Stufi—Radio 


Coast radio situation is sewed up between the Packard and Cadillac 
distributors. Earle C. Anthony, the Packard agent for the Pacific slope, 
owns the stations which tie in with NBC, and Don Lee controls his own 
system of stations which, for national network hook-ups, tie in with 
the CBS. 

Both automotive 
for quality, 
adv. and disk drivel which percolates through the mikes of the other 
etherizers, but they, too, recently have gone overboard on ad. plugging. 

Slowness of the used car market, plus the new models from the Auto 
Show, has forced both the Anthony and Lee lically 
interrupt the programs with none too modest 
models. 


distributors’ radio outlets enjoy 


stations to perio< 


plugs for their used car 


KOH of Reno was forced to discontinue tieing up its daily news broad- 
casts with an advertiser by the insistence of 60 newspapers subscribing | 
to the United Press, from which the station was getting its news. 

Newspapermen’s arguments were that while not minding the 
taneous break the station gave the news broadcasts with their own pub- 
lication of the same news, they did object to using it as an adjunct to 
get advertising which they believed rightfully belonged in newspapers. 
Station and the Reno U. P. office were .n the same building. 

Publishers won out in their arguments so the news 
the station’s and not an advertiser's contribution. 


simul- 


is going out 


as | 


non-chain stations 
entertainment 


important 
roadshowing its 


using disks on 
is considering 


advertiser 
country 


A national 
throughout the 


talent over the stations to overcome the natural aversion among radio 
fans to any program that is introduced s being a phonograph record 
Advertiser feels that the mention of wax over the air immediately 
loses many listeners-in, no matter how good the disk program might 
be. It's the psychology of getting something first hand as against a | 


reproduction. 


To remedy this aversion concern intends to spot its talent for a time 





in various cities, and then, when the program gets established, the 
talent will be moved to other stations. Meanwnile wax stuff from the 
entertainer, previously recorded, will continue. 

Even the coast radio names are getting wise to the advantage of first 


building a radio rep and capitalizing it on the stage when making per- 
sonal appearances. Loyce Whiteman, Cocoanut Grove songstress at the 
Hotel Ambassador, L. A., turned down $500 a week with Ziegfeld al- 
though only getting $150 on the coast on the advice of eastern radio 
friends that when she vocalizes on several programs in the east she'll 
be worth more, 

Miss Whiteman is to accompany her new husband, Harry Barris, who 
starts an NBC contract March 3. Barris is being guaranteed $50,000 for 
18 months with NBC 





| Dowling-Rowland Leave 
| Brice—Forming Own Co. 


Eddie Dowling (actor) and Bill 
| Rowland have stepped out of 
| ous Artists of the 


Fam- 
Air to form their 


;own radio disc recording firm. 
Ihe Along with Monte Brice they were 
NCE ALBERT | the original members of that firm. 





DREAM GIRL- Brice remains. 


Dowling and Rowland were presi- 
ident and general manager, 
| tively, at Famous Artists. 


respec- 


AUGMENTING WWL 
New Orleans, Jan, 25. 

Loyola college is going to spend 
|heavily on its radio station here, 
WWL, to make it the finest in the 
South. 

Ether unit has no network af- 
filiation at present. 


WEST 
11:15 RM. 


7: 50mm 








HARRY RESER 


BANJO SPECIALIST 
Conducting 


Keays Wr Gasnos 


Radio’s Oldest Commercia) 
Each Friday Evening, 9 to 9:30 E.S.T. 
WEAF, NBC RED NETWORK 





Bercovici’s Tryout 
Konrad Bercovici is going through 
the audition routi..e at NB7%. 
Beacon Syndicate is steering the 
novelist for radio. 
























LEW WHITE’S 


INNOVATION IN RADIO 


THE MELLO CLARIONS 


UNDER DIRECTION OF 


LOUIS KATZMAN 
SPONSORED BY 
BROWN SHOE &. 


WJZ COAST TO COAST 
8:15 RM. WEDNESDAYS 


SINGING POPULAR 
SONCS OVER STATIONS 


WHN ano WPAP 


ALLISON and FIELDS 


Broadcasting Daily For 
MILLER FUR CO. 
GOSHEN SHIRT CO. 


1:15 P. M. Daily 
WBBM—CBS, CHICAGO 


























a coast reputation | 
even when not on national hook-ups, far in excess of the | 





‘St. Singer’ in B’way 
Film House at $1,500 


(Arthur Tracey) 
New 


‘Street Singer’ 
is booked into the Capitol, 


York, for the week of Feb. 12, at 
$1,500. 
The CBS singer is currently 


doubling in vaudeville (RKO). 





Doc Appeals 
Dallas, Jan. 25. 

Losing plea of privelege to trans- 
fer suit brought against him here by 
Texas medical board to Del Riv, Dr. 
J. R. Brinkley is appealing to high- 
er court. Next hearing slated for 
Texarkana, Tex. Brinkley’s defense 
handled by Jed Adams, Democratic 
leader in this state. 


Simultaneously reported that the 


gland specialist will strengthen his 
station, XER, to 50,000 watts. This 
alleged to be only 8,000 short of 


world’s topnotcher at Warsaw, Po- 
land. Broadcasting over increased 
wave length will start some time in 
March. 





B.B.B. Doubling 


San Francisco, 
His Holly 


Jan. 25. 


wood cellar darkened by 


| the sheriff, B. B. B. (Bobby Berman) 
ypened as m.c. Friday (22) for 
Johnny Davis at Coffee Dan's, dou- 
bling into the Fox theatre across 
the bay in Oakland. Following 
| week goes into the Warfield here 
as an act. 
B. B. B. is batting for Fran’ 





Shaw, who, with Sam _ Rose 
playing RKO on the coast 








Paint Opposish 

& Williams will start a 

weekly series of CBS broadcasts 

March 1. Talent not selected yet. 
Pratt & Williams is a competitor 

of Sherwin-Williams on NBC net- 

work. 


Pratt 


Mitzi Green’s NBC 

Hiolly wood, 
NBC for one 
Feb 17 on 





Jan. 25. 
Mitzi Green goes 
broadcast the night of 

e Nestle Food program. 
She'll do a Chevalier imitation. 





Reis and Dunn's Vaude 
and Dunn is another CBS 
act going vaudeville. 

Duo is booked to open for RKO 
at the Jefferson, New York Feb. 13. 


Reis 





Film Premiere No Go 


(Continued from page 1) 


and the stunt was put over without 
any expense. 


More Amateurs 


Plenty of 16 mm. cameras set up 
by amateurs, who ground the ar- 
rival of the fake celebs. 

Idea started out as a gag to dress 
up a couple as Greta Garbo and 
Clark Gable, but with everyone in 
the cast discovering that he or she 
resembled some film name it spread 
to accommodate the suppressed de- 
sires of all the little theatre players. 

Squad of -asadena policemen 
handled the crowd, which applauded 
the routine inane speeches of the 
supposed stars in exactly the same 
manner the usual mob of sattelite- 
gazers go for the real brand. Inter- 
est in this opening was heightened 
by the desire to compare the im- 
personators with the real product, 
with almost every picture name 
burlesqued. 

Parade of proxy personages lasted 
over half an hour as the prelude to 








the Kaufman-Hart comedy. 





| 


} quiring 
ihe wanted to know, 


Brief Engagement 


Lillian Bernstein, daughter of 
Louis Bernstein, president of Sha- 
piro-Bernstein, and Frankie Kelton, 
radio exploitation manager for S-B 





will wed this Friday (29). Their 
engagement was announced last 
week. 


Kelton met Miss Bernstein about 
two or three months ago, when he 
joinec. her father’s staff. 





Jazz Evangelism 


(Continued from page 43) 
feet, as the congregation caught not 
only the tune but the jazzy enthusi- 
the singer. 

With the earnest Slim Timblin 
asking the audience ‘Do yo’ hyeah 
me”’ the Apostle mfxed religious 
discourse with Miller interpola- 
tions, his oratory waking responses 
of ‘Wonderful! Truly wonderful!’ 
from fervent followers. The audience 
warmed with laughter at the story 
about the Irishman—the Jew (told 


asm of 


Joe 


with a mighty mixture of Hebraic 
and colored dialect) and the old 


standard about the mother-in-law. 
Pausing after a point had been made 
in religious discourse, the Apostle 
swept the auditorium with an in- 
look. ‘Ain't dat ible ?’ 
begging listen- 


sens 


ers to be reasonable. 
Next to Close Sock 
Tiore singing and a terrific 
p before Father Devine rose 


build - 
to put 


|on the magical head-lining act. No 


assistants helped him clarify the 
mystery of where his money comes 
from. No collections have been 
taken at the Harlem meetings and 
the one downtown showing of the 
cult that conducts a ‘Heaven’ out 
in Sayville, L. I., a refuge for the 
hungry and distressed, where re- 
ligious fervor, they do say, can be 
heard for miles around. Father 
Devine merely claims to ‘bring forth 


the hidden treasure that’s in the 
world.’ He asks for money; he re- 
ceives money, Simply that, and 


nothing more. 

‘Believe and you'll receive’ quoth 
the head man ending his perform- 
ance with a number affirming that 
‘there are millions and millions and 
millions of blessings.’ Repetitions 
of the chorus increased the amount 
to the billions, trillions and finally 
duo-decillions. 

Broadway, 
to generous angels, 
believe. 


sensitive 
like to 


particularly 
would 


Engagements 


Following orchestras engaged for 
the Lucky Strike NBC broadcasts: 
Jan. 30, Herbie Kay, Chicago; Jack 
Denny, Montreal; Feb. 2, Ted Fio- 
rito, Cleveland; Johnny Hamp, Det- 
troit; Feb. 4, Leon Belasco, New 
York; Feb. 6, Art Kassel, Chicago; 
Al Dean, New York; Emerson Gill, 
Cleveland, and Herb Gordon, Wash- 
ington; Feb. 9, Irving Aaronson, 
New Orleans; Feb. 11, Jack Denny, 
Montreal; Jack Miles, Albany; Feb. 
13, Coon-Sanders, New York; Feb. 
16, Gus Arnheim, Chicago; Feb. 18, 
Anson Weeks, San Francisco; Lloyd 
Hutley, Denver; Feb. 20, Manolo 
Castro, Cuba; Joe Moss, New York; 
Feb. 23, Bobby Meeker, Dallas; 
Jimmy Joy, Kansas City; Feb. 27, 
Jack Denny, Montreal, 





Braidwood For Shanghai 
Hollywood, Jan. 25. 
Frank Braidwood, cowboy radio 
baritone, who was master of cer- 
emonies for the Pom Pom nite club 
here, is on his way to Shanghai 
where he has a five months con- 
tract as m.c. for the Little Club. 





Thea Lightner agency handled. 





— 


Two Air Dramatizations 
Of Phoenix Murder Trial 


Hollywood, Jan. 25. 

KNX is preparing to dramatize 
the Ruth Judd murder trial at 
Phoenix, Ariz, Station has M. Vv. 
Mahoney, who worked the court 
end of its David Clark trial broad- 
cast, in the Arizona city ready to 
handle the air end of the case. 

KOY, Phoenix, has adopted the 
KNX idea and will also broadcast 
the court proceedings, despite pro- 
tests from official and merchants 
who don’t want the town sensation. 





alized, 


Guilty of Meeidoushice 
Chicago, 

Daniel Blanks, downstate orches- 
tra leader, was found guilty of man- 
slaughter in connection with the 
death of his brother, Ismael, at 
Lakeside, Ill. 

Two witnesses testified they saw 
Blanks fire the shot that killed his 
brother. The crime carries a 
alty of from one to 14 years. 


Jan. 25, 


pen- 


Coon-Sanders Optioned 
New Yorker Hotel has extended 
its option on Coon-Sanders band 
until April 2. 
Band's orig 
hotel for 
March 1, 


inal contract with 


five 


the 


months, expires 





Hungarian Floor Show 
Edward Hutchinson will open the 


Old Vienna, West 46th street, Jan. 
28 with a Hungarian floor show. 
Bela Loblov’s orchestra will pro- 


vide the music. 
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Commish from Farmed Out Artists 
Some Small Stations’ Chief Income 








Many small stations operating on 
part time are deriving considerable 
jncome from developing budding 
talent and selling it to larger sta- 


another station, the small station 
gets a commission, according to its 
contract. The commissions col- 
lected from artists sold to other 


tions on a commission basis. A/|stations in this manner frequently 

number of small stations working | run over a long period. 

on this basis are in New York. One New York station with five 
Because of the weakness of | commercials and with one of the 








proadcasting frequency and the fact | largest time rates in the city, de- 
they are limited to from two to four clares it derives more of an income 
broadcasting hours per day by the]in commissions from former artist 
federal commission, these stations | now with other stations, than fron 
are short on sponsored broadcasts its commercial periods 
Forced to look elsewhere for finan- 7 ES SR 
cial support, they have hit upon 
the idea of placing artists under IL k A ? ] a 
contract and giving them a series |] as er Lency S St 
of sustaining broadcasts to build D ° 
oa | Deliberate Placing 

If the artists and the periods go, 
the former or both together are sold Of Account on CBS | 
to another station, either for sus- 
taining or commercial work. Out 
of the salaries paid these artists Chicago, Jan. 25. 


by the new station or the client on 


Assignment of a contract for the 
— : Horlick Milk program to the Col- 


umbia network by Albert 


er’s agency, Lord, Thomas & 
OF THE AIR/ 








Logan 
adver- 


the effect that the incident indicated 
a switch in the apparent Lasker 
policy of playing exclusively with 
NBC. 

Horlick’s account makes the first 
placed with CBS at the 
own discretion. Previous and only 
other instance of an L. T. & L. client 
going Columbia involved one of the 
International Shoe subsids. Lat- 
ter was solicited directly by CBS 
sales department and the agency 
had no choice other than yielding 
to the wishes of the advertiser. 

Agency’s sudden shift of interest 
to Columbia is attributed to Lask- 
er’s recent alliance with Publix- 
Paramount as a member of its fi- 
nance committee. Paramount owns 
50% of the Columbia network. 
Prior to the P-P hookup, Lasker's 
tendency to push all his agency’s 
ether business toward NBC was ap- 
parently motivated by the presence 
of the RCA account on the L. T. & 
L. list as well as his close personal 
friendship with the RCA officers, 
notably David Sarnoff. 

Horlick Milk makes its debut over 
the CBS basic network Feb. 5, the 
schedule calling for two 15-minute 
evening releases. Program will 
originate from Columbia’s local key, 
WBBM, and feature Dr. Herman 
Bundesen, Chicago’s Commissioner 
of Health. For the past 13 weeks 
Horlick has confined its ether mer- 
chandising to the NBC-operated 
WMAQ, with Dr. Bundesen the at- 
traction. WMAQ is affiliated with 
the Chicago ‘Daily News,’ and the 
public medico conducts the paper's 
health column. 








tising and broadcasting circles last 
WITH 


week. Gist of the comment was to 


created quite a buzz in local 


JACQUES RENARD 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 























“EASY ACES" 


They Laughed When We Sat 
Down at the Microphone 


WGN ess" st 
MILL ¢ BROTHERS 


4BOYS AND 














UPTON’S THREE WAYS 
San Francisco, Jan. 25. 
Monroe Upton leaves KFRC and 
CBS Feb. 1 to join NBC in a three- 
ply job as artist, producer and con- 
tinuity writer. 


" 
} 












He takes with him his air char- 
A GUITAR actrs, Lord Bilgewater’ and ‘Simpy 
litts.’ 





COLUMBI 


BROADCASTING 
SYSTEM 
PERSONAL REPRESENTHTIVE 


THOMAS ROCKWELL 


1776 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK CiTy 


Sanderson Steps Up 

San Francisco, Jan. 25. 
Sanderson stepped up from 
director at 
Metcalf, 


local 


Earle 
announcer to program 
KFWI, succeeding Dean 
now editing ‘Radio Guide,’ 
weekly radio fan sheet. 
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MAKING NEW RADIO HISTORY 


SOUND STUDIOS of NEW YORK 


Electrical Transcriptions 
Builders of Radio Programs - Artist’s Representatives 





Programs prepared for the World’s leading adver- 
tisers in co-operation with the foremost advertising 
agencies of America. 

Electrical Transcriptions have reached perfection 


through our anizations embracing all branches 


of Radio. 
Our Artists, under 
recognized Stars of the Theatre 


combined org 


exclusive management, are the 


and the Air. 


From Footlights to Microphone 


SOUND STUDIOS of NEW YORK 


Western Electric Licensee Affiliated with World Broadcasting System, Inc. 


50 West 57th Street, New York Tel. Circle 7-7539 | 











T. Lask- 
| 


agency's | 





STRIKE PREVENTED 


Chi Ra io Show Capitulates to Pe- 
trillo’s Demand for Union Music 








Jan. 25. 
Radio and Television show at the 
Stadium struck a snag that almost 


Chicago, 


resulted in a musicians strike, as a 
result of running up 
Petrillo, president of the musi- 
union here. 
cperating a 


against Jim- 
mie 
cians’ Radio outfit was 
mechanical 





to broadcast on the outside, using 
an electcsician, when Petrillo found 
out 
Threatening to call a strike n 
| I one of his men went in to 1 
machine, Petrillo won out and a 
an went in at $115 a week. 
\ pathy between the radio 
d Petrillo started when the unien 
: refused permission for local 
chestra leaders to appear, without 


piaying an instrument, at the tele- 





instrument i likelihood of the 


| 


That Complete Non-Commercialism 
Is Intended for U. S. Radio by 
Senate Scouted as Not Likely 


Radio venerally discounts 


the | 
activity in 


perhaps eliminate, 
advertising ? 


commercial radio 
present 


Washington leadiig to any big What is done by other countries? 
| changes in the present system un- | Whether it would be possible to 
der which broadcasting in the U. S.|limit commercial announcements to 
is commercially operated Only |the name of sponsors onl 
Lire¢ ! ) it re a iu iY roLerams Now nthe 
tin a ! iate I iios ec i i eX « e ac 
er m, W nisa ertisil In é il pri ieg W i Ve 
ll p " V it would necessi é ised the Senate r itis rhe 
ite taxa with that not 1; identity of nese programs Sai 
a .* ] ( 
ef ernment 
The recently troduced Senator | 
Couzens resolution with the Dill | Murray-Kelsey Act 
amendment calling on the Federal Hollywood, Jan. 25 
|; Radio Commission for an investi- Charles Murray and Fred Kelsey 


} Vision exhibit unless they were paid 

} Band leaders around town were | 

| heavily solicited by the television | 
| promoters, with the publicity angle 
| stressed. 


Petrillo’s 


that the 


principal objection 


any money with his organization, 
refusing to put in an orchestra and 
finally compromising on two piano 


|} players at $150 a week each, 


| —_—_—— | 


Am. Tobacco Co. Biggest | 
And Sensitive Radioer, 
Budgets at $5,000,000 





Radio's largest client during 1932 
will be the American Tobacco Com- 


pany, advertising the Lucky Strike 
cigarets on NBC and the Cremo 
cigar on CBS. American Tobacco 


will spend more than $5,000,000 on 


these two accounts alone with radio 
during the current year. 

The original $2,000,000 appropriat- 
ed to Luckies radio budget has been 
increased to more than $3,000,000. 
This increase became necessary 
when the ciggie account commenced 
its new broadcast series with Wal- 
ter Winchell and two different 
bands on each of its thrice weekly 
broadcasts. Luckies alone is the 
most expensive account on the air. 
The frequent international hook-ups 
with foreign bands, which the cig- 
gie account is using, will amount 
to a pile of money. Each interna- 
tional hook-up, if effected via short 
wave length, costs about $1,500. If 
it is done via wire, as is necessary 
from Cuba, where they have no 
powerful short wave sending sta- 
tion, it amounts to about $5,000 per 
hook-up. 

For the Cremo radio broadcasts, 
currently on CBS, American Tobac- 
co has appropriated about $1,700,000 
for the year. This account, from 
reports, is slated to go off CBS 
about Feb. 28 with Bing Crosby and 
lwill probably switch to NBC with 
la series of daily sketches. The NBC 
switch is not definite yet, accord- 
ing to report. 

Reason for the switch Is said to 
ibe because Col. Stoopnagle and 
,udd, CBS comedy team, kidded the 
Lucky broadcasts during one of 
their periods. American Tobacco is 
reported to have requested an apol- 
ozy from CBS, and CBS to cease 
| permitting Luckies to be kidded by 
its comedy teams, Instead of apolo- 
gizing, CBS is reported to have 
written a letter attempting to ex- 
onerate Stoopnagle and Budd from 
blame. This, from reports, plus 
the fact the Cremo account is not 
said to be satisfied with Crosby’s re- 
sults may shift Cremo to NBC. 








‘Cobb Gets Ten Armour 
Programs at $1,500 Per 


Chicago, Jan. 25. 

Irvin Cobb joins the Friday night 
Armour hour for a 10-week stretch, 
starting Feb. 5. Guest-starring sal- 
ary calls for $1,500 net per 
east. 

Humorist was on the meatpack- 
er’'s program for a similar period 
When approached for a 
Cobb held out 


last year. 
eturn engagement 


for a half grand increase, 





CARR IN—RENARD OUT 


jimmy Carr’s’ band 
Jacques Renard, CBS orchestra, at 
the Cafe de la Paix, New York, 
Thursday (28). 

Carr’s band booked in through an 
agent. When Carr moves in 
removes its wire from the 


indie 


(BS 





broad- | 


and got it. | 


replaces | 


' 
i 


was / within 
radio show wasn’t spending | tion of 


j largely doubted 


information on their method of op- 

| eration and maintenance. 
Government operation of broad- | 
casting would place radio in the / 


| there, 








| 


gation of radio is, in general belief | are pa elm a 


| 
limita- ls 1dio. ldea is 
| 
| 
} 
| 


centinuity act for 
radic, ostensibly for along the Mulligan 
type of 


actors, 


commercial 
the air. That the intention is to go 
beyond that point and the 
ether of adver altogether is 


advertising eon / and Garrity 


i the picture 


detectives for 


clear 





tising 











In reference to the 
the Federal 


out questionnaires to 


Couzens bills, 


THE GLOOM CHASERS” 


copie 


and BUDD 


DROCTER & GAMBLE 


IVORY SOAP PROGRAM 
BEGINNING FEBRUARY 1 OVER 


COLUMBIA 


BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
AT 8:45 PM. 


EASTERN STANDARD TIME 


MONDAYS ano WEDNESDAYS 


NOW APPEARING /N 


RKO VAUDEVILLE 


commission has sent 


all stations for 


|@lone 







United States on a plane with Eng- 
land’s radio. There is no 
|; mercial plugging on the programs 
but on comparisons between 
the two the American merit of ra- 
dio entertainment, despite the com- 
mercial interruptions and motives, 
is generally conceded to be superior. 

Thus far the networks in New 
York have not signified they will 
yet start acting officially against 
the present agitation. Along with 
most of radio, the chains are await- 
ing results of the Federal commis- 
blanket query. 


com- 











sion’s 





Radio Conscious 
Washington, 


Capital 













Jan. 25. 

Washington has gone radio con- 
scious with a bang. Since the Sen- 
ate adopted the Couzens resolution 
and Dill amendment, some of the 
biggest shots in radio have been in 
town preparing to show the Ameri- 
can people the books. 

In the past two weeks prominent 
members of the two networks and 
the board of the Nationa! Associa- 
tion of Broadcasters, along with 
members of the Radio Manufactur- 
ers’ Association, have been in and 
out of the Capital. 

What the Senate wants to know 
through the Radio Commission is: 

What information is available on 
the feasibility of government owner- 
ship or operation of stations? 

To what extent broadcasting fa- 
cilities are used for commercial ad- 
vertising purposes? 














ED CONNIE Presents 


AILEEN 
STANLEY 


The Girl With a 
Smile in Her Voice 


How the stations are divided by 0 L 5 S ia 0 6 | L E’ S 
power, 
What can be done to vonirol, or MELODY SPEEDWAY 





WOR and 80 Associate Stations 


Station Justifies 20%, 9 


Depreciation for Taxes Mi ARI AN AND JIM 
“SMACKOUT”’ 


Hollywood, 
KNX, Hollywood, won a decision | 

1:45 p. m. €.8.T.—Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday— 2:45 E.S.T. 


from the federal income tax serv- 
ice on the amount of depreciation 

WMAQ, Chicago, to NBC— 
WJZ Network 


it could charge off on its tax re- 


turn, 
Feds disputed the 20% that KNX 
New York Evenimg Graphic) 
rit the Honor to Present 


had deducted, claiming that 16% of 
cost of equipment was high for de- 
preciation charges, but the station 
BERT LAHR, 
LEW BROWN and 
RAY HENDERSON 


listed figures to prove its point. Dif- 
ference of four percent was about 
$1,000. 
as His Guest Stars 
on the Gerardine Program next Tuesday P. M., Feb. 2, 
WABC, N. Y., over CBS National Network, 22 stations 
8:45 E.S.T.; 7:45 C.S.T.; 6:45 M.T., and 5:45 r,t. 


DON'T FORGET FLO ZIEGFELD and BUDDY ROGERS TONIGHT. Jan. 2 











Jan. 25. 
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VARIETY 























CHICAGO 


Variety’s Chicago Office 
WOODS THEATRE BUILDING—CENTRAL 0644-4401 

















Abe Silverman added to the 
booking force of local Universa 
exchange. 

Al Bachman now manager 0i 


Louis Laemmle’s Alcyon theatre al 
Highland Park. Planning to pla) 
vaude on week-ends. 





Fred Ackerman, treas of the Vic 
theatre, at the American Hospital 
with intestinal trouble. Ackerman 
was formerly treas. of the Majestic 
and the Olympic theatres, now the 
Apollo. 





Local stage hands unions has 
gotten out a sound trailer plugging 
the annual ball Feb. 15 at Stadium. 

Trailer has Fred Allen, Jack Pearl, 
Gladys Glad et al. Will be rung in 
at all theatres in town, 





Thomas E. Maloy, head of local 
operators’ union, left for New York 
Sun day (24) to attend confabs. Since 


Wm. Canavan’s resignation as presi- 
dent of IATSE that body has been 
after Maloy for the post, with the 


latter unwilling to accept. 





Clyde Gordonnier opened at dra- 
matic stock company on Jan. 23 at 
the Grand theatre in Evansville, Ind 





Vaude clicking nicely at the Bel- 
mont and will be increased to a two- 
day stand, Saturday and Sunday, 
starting next week. Being booked 
by Sam Bramson out of the William 
Morris office. Likely that the house 
may have a showing night each 
Wednesday. 





Kedzie 


It’s Wednesday night on the west 
side instead of Tuesday on the south 
side now, but still the same old 
grind. Showing acts look no differ- 
ent here than at the Englewood, al- 
though the west side mob is inclined 
to be a bit more vociferous and don't 
mind talking back to the actors. 
Evidently that house trailer denot- 
ing that only genuine applause is 
encouraged, with stamping, whis- 
tling and other tidbits out, is not 
taken seriously by this bunch. 

Things look somewhat brighter 
now for these showing acts, with a 
prospective consecutive route of six 
or seven Sundays around here in 
view. What happens at the Kedzie 
Wednesday nights is not really 
vaudeville, but it will do until some- 
thing better comes along. Mean- 
while the bookers are finding it 
tough getting even amateur talent 
to fill out a bill. 

Regulation eight turns were reeled 
off here, with nothing in particular 
attention-arresting. Trouble is there 
are not enough break-in spots 
around this territory for an inex- 
perienced act to get started. Many 
acts seen at these showings could 
probably develop into something if 
they had the wherewithal, This 
way they fali at the wayside. 

Of the lot on this layout Mary Ann 
Jackson, Hal Roach picture comedy 
kid, copped the prize. Kid, laying 
off around here, went in as a last- 
minute favor. Clever and show- 
manly, this Jackson baby, but should 
have material written for her if she 
expects to linger in vaude or picture 
houses, 

Nothing happened the first three 
stanzas. Delmar Twins and Allen 





aes 


A REVELATION 
IN HOTEL LIVING 





BB ADJOINING PALMOLIVE BLDG (OPPOSITE THE DRAKE) J 


SPECIAL BATES LO THE PROFESSION 


turned out an unfinished adagio trio 
nd an unbilled girl who sings and 
ances after a fashion. Others are 
ust youngsters, probably out of a 
‘hool, and need plenty of training. 


Sunde and Corlies, two boys and 
jiano, doing nut lyrics, are as out- 
if-date as bustles. Bob Davis, who 
talks about California, and maybe 


‘omes from there, was pretty weak 
in a blackface routine. Cork is okay 
but not the gags. 

Flaming Youtht Revue started out 
to be something of a flash, but 
lacked the production procilivities 
Only three blondes, doing ballet stuff 


and a tenor, who doesn’t exactly 
personify the title of the turn. 
‘Faust’ music finish, with Mephisto 


spouting fire, not new, either. Mack 
and Borden, a couple of lads on the 
hoof and undecided whether to pat- 
ter or leg it. On a tossup legwork 
would win by a small margin. 
Meehan and Newman, next to 
closing, only mixed team on the bill. 
This act is supposed to have some 
radio background, with WtTAM, 
Cleveland, mentioned. Meehan does 
the harmonica and guitar stuff si- 
multaneously, while Miss Newman 
warbles and plays the piano. Small 
timey. McGarry and Dawn Sisters 
called it a night by putting on a 
dancing spree that didn’t look bad. 
After next week the showings will 
be moved to Friday nights, with the 
house cutting down to three days on 
the week end. Span. 


Bills Next Week 


(Continued from page 40) 


Masters & Gauthier 
Peg Leg Bates 
Louise Glenn 
Sunkist Co 3 Matadors 
PHOENIX 3 Madrinas 
Fox Anita Lou 
Ist half (31-2) Sunkist Ens 








O’Gorman Bros 
Rose Valyda 
Ray Sax 


‘Rhapsody in R‘m’ 3 T 
Betty Fraser gf 
Anthony & Rogers ‘Tintypes’ I 


Johnny Bryant 
Crawford & Caskey 
Sunkist Ens 
PORTLAND 
Paramount (27) 
Once Upon a Time’ 
Ral Ellis & LaRue 


Eddie Lambert 
Aaron Sis 

Harry Moore 
Oscar Taylor 
Marie Remington 
Sunkist Ens 


Keith Wilbur STOCKTON 
D & H Blossom _~ California (30) 
Franklyn Record Chains’ I 
Sunkist Ens Rey D’Arcy 

Fox (28) arels & Kay 


Georgene & Henry 


Star Night’ I Sunkist Ens 


Betty Compson 


Steve Savage TOLEDO 
Danny Beck Paramount (29) 
Consuelo Gonzales ’Co-Eds’ I 


Roy Bradley 
Lillian Price 
Paul Jones 


Griffith & Weston 
Busse & Case 
Hubert Dyer Co 


Julian Hall Robbins 3 

E J & S Cheron Jack Frost 

Gloria Pleasants Accordion 6 

Dorothy June TORONTO 

SAN FRANCISCO Imperial (29) 
Fox (27) ‘La Plaza’ I 

‘Reflections’ I Les Gellis 

A Robbins Brancel & Pals 

Marietta Chiquita 


Grauman Hess & V 
Don Neece 
Sunkist Ens 


Skeeter & Ray 
Nelly Fernandez 
Lucinda & Ricardo 


SHREVEPORT Eduardo Delgado 
Strand Agustin Palafox 
Ist half (28-30) =stelita 
‘3 Big Figures’ I Spanish Ens 
5 Jansleys VANCOUVER 
Foley & LaTour Strand (28) 


Harold Stanton 
Lou Barrison 
Muriel Gardner 
Sunkist Ens 
SEATTLE 
5th Ave. (28) 


‘Around World’ I 
Harry & F Usher 
Al Norde & Jeannie 
Tex Morrissey Co 
Phyllis Du Barry 
Globe Trotters 


Fox Poll (29) 
‘Nursery Rhymes’ 
Tom Patricola 
Lucille Sis 
Schichtl’s Co 
Novelty Clinton 
Barbarina Co 
Sunkist Ens 

SPOKANE 
Fox (29) 
‘Carmenesque’ I 


Sayton & Partner 
WORCESTER 
Palace (29) 
‘Black & White’ I 
Geo D Washington 
Clifton & Brent 
Dolly Kramer 
Rose Glesby 
Marie LeFlochio 
Marie Alice Head 
Sunkist Ens 











RKO STATE LAKE 


CHICAGO 


“PANAMA FLO” 


With HELEN TWELVETREES, 
ROBT. ARMSTRONG, 
CHAS. BICKFORD 


WARNER 


‘Cherry Blossoms’ I WASHINGTON 
Frank Gaby Fox (29) 

Eno Tr ‘Circus Days’ I 
Dorothea Bee Starr 

Jue te Nelson's Elephants 
Sunkist En St Leon Co 
SP’NGF’LD. MASS, | Hooper & Gatchett 


Fant Smith 8S & L 
Joe B Stanley 
yantaciet 

LMIRA 


Pa (28) 
Gates Claire & H 
Paul Nolan 

Wan bet =) San Tr 


(21) 
Reed & Gold 
Angus & Searle 
Deteregoes 

ERI 


Warner 

Ist half (31-3) 
Paul Nolan 
Marty & Nancy 
Pat Daly Co 
Mills & Robinson 
Honey Tr 
2d half (4-6) 
H’rt Whitest’ne & P 
Jimmy Lucas 
Doc Baker Co 
Rob Robison 

2d half (28-30) 
A & G Falls 


W'rthy & Thomps’n 
Geo Fawcett Co 
Jerome & Ryan 
Gus Andre 4 
HOBOKEN 
Fabian 

Ist half (30-2) 
Chas Frinck 
Parker Weinberg 
Archer & Jackson 
Phantasies 


2d half (3-6) 
Serge Flash 
Britt Wood 
Broadway Bound 
(One to fill) 
2d half (22-29) 
Happy Chappies 
Hurst & Vogt 
Roscoe Ails Co 
JAMAICA 
Alden (30) 
Mercedes 
(Others to fill) 
(28) 
Nate Busby 
Austin & O'Day 
Unemployed Ghost 
Britt Vood 
Jean & Linton Rev 
JAMEST’WN, N.Y. 
Palace (30) 
Honey Tr 
Marty & Nancy 
Pat Daly Co 

» 


Gates Claire & H 
Edwards & Sanford 
Wan Wan San Tr 
LANCASTER, PA. 
Capitol (28) 
A & P Blum 
O’Brien & Hewitt 
McGrath & Deeds 
Dance Fashions 
(One to fill) 

21) 


Chelm St Orr Co 

McCarthy & St'n’ds 

Young & Mack Rv 

Geo Hunter 

Huber 

L’WR’NCE, MASS, 

Warner (21) 

2 Show B Boys 

Accordiana 

Harry Langdon 

McKEESP’RT, PA. 
Memorial (20) 

Kay Hamlin K 

Krafts & LaMonte 

Johnny Pastine Co 

Jack Strauss 

Princess Wahletka 

MILWAUKEE 

Warner (22) 

Bernard De Pace 

Mae Usher 

3 Gobs 

Clifford & Marion 

Remos’ Midgets 

MONTCLAIR, N. J. 
Montclair 

ist half (1-3) 

; aaa & Newton 


Caits Bros P 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (4-6) 
Marion Gibney 
Walton & Branton 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (28-31) 
Gisland Sis 
Miller & Bradford 
Coogan & Casey 
Austin & O'Day 
Ken Youngum Co 
NEWA 
Mosque (29) 
Marcus & C 
Reynolds & White 
Gloria Lee & § 
Joe Penner 
Cliff Crane 
Russian Revels 
Bert Walton 
(22) 
I & W Hale 
Reed & LaVere 
Lionel Mike Ames 
Dennis White Co 
Lang & Haley 
Serge Flash 
Bob Murphy 
Erma Ward Co 
NEW BRITAIN 
Strand (21) 
B & J Brown 
Basil Lewis Co 
Green & Forte 
6 Belfords 
NEW HAVEN 
Roger Sherman 


Harmon & Sans 

Chaney & Fox 

Billy Maples Bd 

(Four to fill) 
(22) 


Dorothy Co 
Reynolds & White 
Murray & Allen 
Chris Charlton 
Cliff Crane 
Russian Revels 
Hill & Hoffman 





BAYONNE CHICAGO 
DeWitt (30) Stratford (24) 
Caits Bros 4 Kadex 


Hurst & Vogt 
(Three to fill) 


23) 


Mario & Lazerin 
3 Ribbon Dancers 
Norman Frescott 











— 





BOOKLET ON HOW 
‘TO MAKE UP - 


TEIN 











K MAKE UP UP 
M. Stein Cosmetic Co. ONQUEST/ONED 
ae. FOR HALE A CENTURY 





Van & Belle Geo Andre Co 
Jazz Johnson ELIZABETH 
Basil Lewis Ist half (30-2) 
Chas Wilson + Ritz 
6 Saxonettes Ist half (30-2) 
CHESTER, PA. Washboard Kings 
Stanley (28) Happy Chappies 
Melva Sis Serge Flash 
(Others to fill) Broadway Bound 
(21) 


2d half (3-5) 
A & P Blum Archer & Jackson 


Al Abbott (Others to fill) 
Chase & LaTour 2d half (27-29) 
Wilson Bros Dalton & Eppers 





Muriel Kay Co Olive Olsen 














KZ. MERE ER 
fo 


InsTtTitrTutrTIion 


INTERNATIONALS . 


shoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 


Garde (28) 
Green & Forte 
Accordiana 

(21) 
Fred Ardath Co 
Jack Randell 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (30) 
4 Ortons 


Foster & Vana 

4 Blondes 

Bobby Folsom 

Olson & Johnson 

(Three to fill) 
(28) 


Young Kam Tr 
Ruth Sherry 
Dave Harris 
Lew Pollack Co 
Sid Marion 
3 Diamonds 
Mel Klee 
Cyclone Steppers 
Mastbaum (29) 
3 Sailors 
Nell Kelly 
Stan Kavanaugh 
(Two to fill) 

ee 


(22) 

Clark & McC'llough 
Block & Sully 
Sam Ash 
Mildred Costello 
Nat C Haines 

PITTSBURGH 

Enright 

ist half (30-2) 
Don Cummings 
Jimmy Lucas 
Esther Ralston 


(Two to fill) 
2d half (3-5) 
W'’rthy & Thamps’n 


Lydia Harris 
Danny Duncan Co 
Carney & Jean 
Edith Karen 

2d half (27-29) 
fnoz Frazier 
Kerr & Ensign 
Grace Edler & Boys 
Peggy Bernier 
Pepito 

Harris (30) 
Harrison's Circus 
Krafts & Lamonte 
Johnny Pastine Co 
Jack Strauss 

Kay Hamlin & K 
(23) 

3 Dumonts 


McGrath & Deeds 

Edison & Louise 

Dave Vine 

Fiochi Tr 
Stanley (29) 


Geraldine & Joe 
Annie Judy & Zeke 
Chic Sale 
(22) 
Bradna’s Circus 
Harrison's Circus 
READING 
Astor 
ist half (1-3) 
LaVarr Bros 
McGrath & Deeds 
Dance Flashes 
Wilson Bros 
Young Kam Tr 
2d half (4-7) 
Francis & Wally 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (27-31) 
3 Londons 
King & Burnett 
Jimmy Lyons 
Kath Red Dexter 
Abbott & Robey 
Dance Bits 
SHARON, PA. 
Columbia (30) 
Galla-Rini Co 
(Two ae fill) 
23) 
Paxton 
Chas King 
Pat Daly 
UTICA 
Stanley 
ist haift (21-3) 
Gates Claire & H 
Hickey Bros Co 
Ails & Dahl 
Ails Orch 
2d haif (4-6) 
Don Cummings 
Frank Richardson 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (28-30) 
Kaye & Sayre 
Manning King 
Kay Hamilton 
Walters Walters 
Robbins Fam 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (30) 
Erma Ward Co 
Mel Klee 
Earle Lindsey Rey 
Jans & Whalen 
23) 
6 Danwills 
Eddie Miller 
Johnny Berkes 
Louise Bekoff Co 
WATERBURY 
Strand (23) 
Muriel Boyd 
Monty & Lyons 
Geo Niblo Co 
Joe allace 
Carroll's Rev 
Brilliant Co 
1 Trojans 
WHEELING 
Capitol (28) 
Darling 2 
Geo Fawcett Co 
(Three to fill) 
2a half (21) 
Paul Nolan 
Holt & Torre 
Pat Daly Co 
Bob — 
Honey 
WILMINGTON 


Quee 
ist half ™1-3) 
A & P Blum 
O’Brien & Hewitt 
Jos B Stanley 
Abbott @ Robey 
2d half (4-7) 
(To fill) 
2d half (28-31) 
LaVarr Bros 
Francis & Wally 
Nat Busby 
Roye & Maye 
YORK, PA. 
Strand (28) 
LaVarr Bros 
King & Burnett 
Harry Hines 
Dance Bits 
(21) 
Melva Sis 
Millard & Marlin 
Paxton 





Frankie Heath 
Leckford Co 





London 





Victoria Palace 
Bonetti Bros 
Jones & Thomas 
Scott Sanders 
Frank & B Boston 
Van Dock 
Ann Penn 
Victoria Girls 
Canterbury M. H. 

(25-27) 

8 S’man Fisher G'ls 
K Gerrard & Mar'n 
(28-30) 

8 S’man Fisher G'ls 
Whaley & H’smith 

New Victoria 
Company as booked 





Week Jan. 25 


Kit-Cat Restaurant 
Petulengro Band 
8 Kit-Cat Kittens 
Company as booked 
STRATFORD 
The Broadway 
Les Eliettes 
Morris & Cowley 
NEW CROSS 
Kinema 
Company as booked 
NEW CROSS 
Empire 
Bu-Bu 
Lington Sis 





Revnell & West 
Jimmy James 








Gus Elen 
Bob, Lioyd & Hill 
B'way Boys & B'da 
Kew & Kew 
r’ERDS BUSH 
Pavilion 
G Wolkowsky 
Nadia & Loranna 
Max Huxley 
EDGWARE ROAD 
Grand 
Bennett & Williams 
Strand & Wells 
STORIA 
Dance Hali 
2 Especials 
CLAPT 


Rink 
3 Virginians 
Jack Browning 
PECKHAM 
ower 


Sammy Shields 
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Les Trois Matas 
EAST HAM 


David Poole 
Rob Daymar 
TOTTENHAM 


ace 
Ike Hatch Steppers 


Caritons 
MIL . 
pire 
(25-27) 
Whaley & Hi'smith 
nee A tect 
Pe, as- booked 
BRADFORD 
New Victoria 
Edith Murgatroyd 
ILBURN 
Grange 
Strand & Wells 
4 Brownie Boys 











Provincial 





Week Jan. 25 
HANLEY Nervo & Knox 
Grand Geo Durante 
Layton & J'tone Co] Byron & Byron 
BIRMINGHAM HULL 
Emptre Palace 
Hal Swain & Bd Will Hay 


Frank Melbourne 
Watts & Bourke 
Jim Jessiman 
Len Jackson 
Fiori Chaset 3 
Nan Kennedy 
mente 3 2 Scott 

LEEDS 

Empire 
Ando Family 
Mayer & Ki: on 
Page & Parkes 
Eddie Grey 


Leslie Strange 
Los Olwars 
Gilbert & French 
Wilma & Banks 
The Aucklands 
td & Ted Brown 
Slim Rhyder 


CARDIFF 
Empire 
‘The Rosary’ 
Billy Rey 


Anna Rogers 





Jim Law & S'p’mes 





Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Beaux Arte 


Ruth Goodwin 

Ivon Bouvier 
Alma-Guido 

Louis Barsonl 
Trazato 

Central P’rk Casino 
Morton Downey 
Velos & Yolanda 
Eddie Duchin Orch 


Connie’s Inn 
Fats Waller Bd 
Louise Cook 
Cora Green 
Mae Alex 
Baby Cox 
Glennie Cheesman 
Paul Meeres 
Snakehips Tucker 
Lois Deppe 
Hal Bokay 
3 Sepia Songbirds 
3 Rhythm Kings 

Cotton Club 
Cab Calloway 
Leitha Hill 
Aida Ward 
Cora La Redd 
Henri Wessel 
Sw-n & Lee 
Anise Boyer 
Roy Atkins 
Wells M’rd’cai & T 
Bailey & Wilson 
Bernice Short 
Elmer Turner 
Jimmy Baskette 
Bobby Sawyer 
Norman Astwood 

El Chico 
Manuel Gomez Bd 
Carmencita Salazar 
Spavento 
Trio Crillos 
Brito Br’vo C’nsino 


H’llyw’d Restaur’nt 
Maria Gamberelli 
Reri 

Frank Hazard 
Dolores Ray 

3 Speeds 

Caesar & Mimi 

Al Katz Orch 


Janssen Hofbrau 
Harry Hatts, M C 
Myrna Waverly 
Burns & Swanson 
Mann Sis 

Noyce Sis 

Betty Leonard 


Little Club 
Jack Osterman 


Danny Yates Orch 

Oakland’s Terrace 

Buddy Kennedy 

Parker & Babb 

A‘a Winston 

Frances Mildren 

Mack Owens Orch 
Nut Clab 

LaBelle Rose 

Nutsy Fagan 

Eton Boys 

Jerry Bergen 

Arthur Wilson 

Al Parker 

Helen Manning 

Enoch Light Orch 


Paramoont Grill 


Geo Givot 
Bernard & Rich 


Addie Seamon 
Jimmy Ray 
Robert Dawson 
Gold & Raye 


Club Plaza 


Josephine Earl 
Ray Hart 

Patsy Shaw 
Diana Dearing 
Volmer Sis 

Ruth Kidd 

Ray Sis 

Alvin Sis 

Iris Brynes 

Eddie Ashman Or 


Russian Arts 


Misha Markoff 
Sascha Leonoff 
Gypsy Markoff 
Paul Haakon 
Balalaika Bd 


Strollers Club 


Nan Blackstone 
Joey Ray 
Maurice & Cordoba 
Village Barn 
Riley & Comfort 
Luther & Nell 
Fred Byron 
Hollywood Horse 
Josh Medders 
Paul Miller 
Barney Grant 
Arthur Rogers 
Chester Gunnels 
Dave Abrams’ Orch 


Village Mill 
Ev'l’'n Nesbit Thaw 
Ernie Goldman 
Lou Springer 


CHICAGO 


Ambassadeur 
Carolynne Snowden 
Effie Burton 
Freddie Villani 
Edna May 
Dolly Darcy 
Margie Wellman 
Maxine Dee 
Frances Marion 
Bobby Danders 
Al Handler Orcbk. 


Blackhawk 


Gagnon & Broghton 
Frank Sayer 

Jack Law 

Bob Parker 

Claire Powell 

Sig Buehl 

Doris Robbins 
Herbie Kay Orch 


Club Alabam 
Patsy McNair 
Germaine LaPierre 
Adele Estes 
Mary Thorne 
Al Wagner 
Billy Myers 
Elmer Schoebel 
Frank Furlett Orch 

Club Dixie 
3 Burke Sis 
Joe Allen 
Jimmy Noone Orch 

Cafe de Alex 
Leonora C Padilla 
Don Luisi 
Maria Alvarez 
Sam Guariniello 
Paco Perafan 
4 Morales Sis 
Marti Castillian Or 

Club le Claire 
Dotty Wahl 
Ray Dean 
3 Jacks 
Eddie Makins Orch 

College Inn 
Frank Prince 
Blanche & Elliott 
Pat Kennedy 
Genevieve Irwin 
Ben Bernie Orch 

Colosimos 
Herbie Vogel 
Mary Stone 
Alvira Morton 
Henriques & Peggy 
Chickie Stanley 
Peggy Nelson 
June Howe 
Teddy Farrell 
Jimmie Meo Orch 


Edgewater Beach 
Irene Taylor 
Jane Vance 
Stanley Jaccbson 
Dusty Rhodes 
Jimmie O'Keefe 
Charlie Agnew Or 
Frolics 
Vercelle Sis 
Louise Ploner 
LaFayette & LaV 
Doris Lenihan 
Jack Waldron 
Ted Cook Orch 
Golden Pumpkin 
Ann Swift 
Grace George 
Doris Hurtig 
Naulty & DeSerres 
4 Rhythm R'mb!'rs 
Pierre Le Roy Or 
Grand Terrace 
Billy Mitchell 
Vivian Brown 
Maud Russell 
Sarl Hines Orch 
Paramount Club 
Harry Glyn 
Evonne Morrow 
Sally Joyce 
Peggy Moore 
Helen Naife 
Billie Jen Britton 
Sid Lange Orch 
Rubalyat 
Johnny Lee 
Harry Lindin 
Jane Angel 
Dottie Dale 
Bernice St John 
Eddie South Orch 
Terrace Garden 
3 Tan Tippers 
Bernice Taylor 
Merinoff 3 
Don Pedro Orch 
Vanity Fair 


Fred Stritt 
Diana & De Mar 
Darlene Walders 


Nelle Nelson 
Madelon Machen 
Leo Wolf Orch 
Winter Garden 
Dorothy Thomas 
Bob Keith 
Bob Harthun 
Fred Furtch 
Ruddy Clark 
Mauriene & 
May Joyce 
Mary Lee 
Gus Arnheim Orch 


Norva 





Columbia Wheel 


Week Jan. 25 


Big Fun Show—L. O. 

Pig Rev—Orpheum, Paterson, 
Bohemians—Star, Brooklyn. 

Facts and Figures—Empire, Newark, 

Tenet , Pemiee—Aceserny. Pittsburgh, 
ootlig ashes—Gayety, Was} 

Giggles—Route No. 1. shington, 

Girls from the Follies—Gayety, Baltle 





more. 
Girls in Blue—Gayety, Buffalo. 
| pene lita 2 Honeys—Gayety, Brooklyn. 
szondon Gayety Girls—Trocadero, > 
ate ife in P pens 
te Life in Paris—Hudson, Unio 
Novelties of 1932—Gayvety,. Detroit. City. 
Playin’ Around—Empire, Toronto, 
Pleasure Seekers—Howard, Boston, 
Rumba Girls—L. le 
Silk Stocking Revue—Empire, 
Step Lively Girls—Lyric, 
Sugar Babies—L. O. 


Toleda. 
Bridgeport, 


DAS LIED DER LIEBE 


(Continued from page 52) 


sing with his great voice the meloe 
dies of Johann Strauss, and he un- 
derstands with his fine singing and 
shrewd acting, how to produce the 
greatest effect. Three hits, of which 
‘There Murmurs and Speaks the 
Viennese Forest,’ is the best, will 
soon be sung by everybody. 

Annie Ahlers, with her charming 
appearance, was a good lead and 
Adele Sandrock wins her audience, 

The usual juvenile couple are 
cleverly and wittily performed by 
Olly Gebauer and Ernst Verebes, 
Not the usual success. Magnus. 


MAL DE LA JEUNESSE 


(Sick Youth) 
Paris, Jan. 10. 








French adaptation by Renee Cave of 
Bruckner’s three-act play at the Oeuvre, 
Paris, Jan. 8 
MArie€...csccccccoccccsss--Tania Balachova 
LUCY... coccccoccccecss» Magdeleine Ozeray 
Desiree. Coe eerercecceecossees Solange Moret 
Freder...sscescecceesss+s Raymond Rouleau 
POMS 645804660000040440460 000 Jean Servais 
BPOMGs 00008008 eseeeeLucienne Lemarchand 


Docteur Alt. e«++¥ves Gladine 





Play is not presented -by Paulette 
Pax and Lucien Beer, owners of the 
Oeuvre, but they are presenting as a 
fuest company on percentage the 
Theatre du Marias of Brussels, who 
are doing the piece. Staging by 
Raymond Rouleau is exceedingly 
simple, calling only for one students’ 
living room set for the three acts. 
The theatre de l’Oeuvre has got its 
first hit since ‘Folle du Logis’—play 
drawing mostly due to the lesbian 
angle, there being nothing else of 
the kind in Paris, against two cur- 
rent pansy productions, 


Acting ts excellent throughout, 
with Raymond Rouleau, actor and 
one of the managers of the come 
pany, impersonating Freder skille 
fully. Balance exceedingly good, 
with pulchritude and acting of the 
girls retaining for the play its basic 
idea—that unlimited freedom for 
youth soon turns life into a bore. A 
less able cast would make the play 
cheaply suggestive. 


Story shows students in Germany, 
with one Russian girl who has tried 
everything, finding nothing makes 
life spicy anymore, and commits 
suicide. Mazi. 
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OUTDOORS 


tARIETY 63 











= Breton, Whose Sketch 
Was Famous, Dies at 77 





Thomas Le Breton, author of the 
famous sketch, ‘A Sister to Assist 
’Er,’ died near London Jan, 12, aged 
77. His real name was Thomas 
Ford. 

The sketch was first played in 
1911, has been played thousands of 
times since, and Fred Emney made 
a great name for himself in the 
leading part of ‘Mrs. May,’ the 
char-woman. 


Si Saylor Dead 


A familiar figure on Los Angeles 
Main Street’s grind row, Si Saylor, 
died Jan. 17. He owned the Novelty 
theatre on Main street and at one 
time was associated with Gore Bros. 


Robt. McVean Dead 


95 


«vu. 








Toronto, Jan. 
Robt. A. McVean, 55, former man- 


ager of the Bennett theatre, Mont- 
real and advance man for many 
road attractions, died at his home 
here Jan. 19. 

At one time gen. supt. of the 
Cuban railways, he later turned 
newspaperman, but at the time of 
his death was passenger agent for 


the Canadian National Railways. 

He took great pride in the fact 
that he was one of the first to dis- 
cover Will Rogers and that he was 
partly responsible for turning the 
lariat tosser’ into a wit. McVean 
was born in New York City. 





OLD BOSTONIAN PASSES 


Kelley Cole, who as a member of 
the old Bostonians created the role 
of ‘Robin Hood’ in De Koven’s 
opera, died in Washington, D. C., 
Jan. 17. Interment at Old Benning- 
ton, Vt., where he had made his 
home. He is survived by his widow, 
Carolyne Cole, and a brother, in 
New York. 

Prior to his operatic work Cole 
was a choir singer in New York. 





NEGRO BANDMASTER DIES 


Lt. F. Eugene Mikell, 52, who 
gained his commission as band- 
master of the 15th Regt., N. Y., 


during the war, died at the Navy 
hospital, Brooklyn, Jan. 19, after an 
illness of several weeks. He was 
conductor of the Clef club and lead- 
er of the N. Y. ‘Times’ Colored Or- 
chestra and Glee Club. 

He is survived by his widow, two 
gons, a brother and three sisters. 


THELMA THOMAS DEAD 


Thelma Thomas died in Flower 
hospital, New York, Jan. 15, the re- 
mains being taken to Providence 
for interment in St. Francis ceme- 
tery. 

Miss Thomas was a member of 
the vaudeville act of Bertrand, Ral- 
ston and Le Van, and for severa: 
seasons was with the old Columbia 
burlesque wheel. 








LUCILLE LA MONT 


Lucille La Mont, 23, tap dancer 
with a Fanchon & Marco unit, died 
in Seattle of phneumonia. 

She had made two circuits of the 
F. & M. time before joining ‘Arts 
and Taps Idea.’ 





Projectionist Killed 

John Oscar Alden, 34, projection- 
ist at the Stanley theatre, Utica, 
N. Y., was killed Jan. 19 when the 
car in which he was driving skidded 
between Utica and Illion. He is sur- 
Vived by his widow, a brother and 
sister. 





Annie Herbert, 88, old time hymn 


Writer, died in the Marin County 
Poor house, San Francisco, last 
week, Her best known hymn was 
‘When the Mists Have Rolled 


Away.’ 





Frank F. Sieberling, who built the 
Franklin theatre, Allentown, Pa., 
and operated it until 1921, died last 
week. He was born in Reading, and 
conducted a hotel there before he 
Went into the theatre business. 





Benedict E. Hausdorf, 75, owner 


ef a string of neighborhood the- 
atres at Waterbury, Conn, died re- 
cently in that city. 





Mother of Eddie Cac’ on (Clay- 
ton, Jackson, Durante), died at her 
home in Brooklyn last week. 





Mother of Edwin Franko Gold- 
man, bandmaster, died in New York 


Jan. 22. Born in New Orleans in 
1853. 











WILLIAM HEPNER DIES 


Veteran Wigmaker Dies After Long 
Illness in California 





William Hepner, 65, died at his 
home in Santa Monica, Cal., Jan. 
18, after an illness of six months. 
He is survived by his widow, and 
two sisters. 

Hepner first started as a wig- 
maker in Chicago, specializing in 
theatrical work, and his many stage 
clients persuaded him to come to 
New York where he cculd command 
the larger production field. Several 


years ago he sold his eastern beauty 
parlor establishments anc. retired to} 
the Coast. He was a member of | 


the Friars, Lambs and Elks, 
RADIO ARTIST DIES 

Thomas A. Doucet, 53, for many 
years appearing on NBC programs, 
died Jan. 22 at his home in Daven- 
port, Ia. 

Doucet retired a year ago when 
his voice failed. He had been in 
ill health for two years. His mother, 
two children, and two sisters sur- 
vive. 


WHISTLING IN DARK 


(Continucd from page 52) 


the third act the best, 
sending the audience out smiling. 
Laurence is a-new 
wright but the collaborator, Edward 
Childs Carpenter has a number of 
successes behind him, Doubtless, 





mids, with 


Gross 


Carpenter polished the dialog and 
had a say in the clipping. Another 
name concerned is Frank Craven, 


who did the directing. 
so lucky with one of his own plays 
early in the winter, but has paced 
‘Whistling in the Dark’ so well that 
the performance moves smoothly 
and quickly. 

The action occurs in the lair of a 
mob of crooks, spotted in an old 
mansion up Spuyten Duyvil way, 
the northwest tip of Manhattan. 
Jake Dillon is the boss, and is an- 
noyed over the mistakes of his 


crooks. What concerns him most is 
how to get rid of the unseen John 
J. McCarron, head of the crime 


commission, Latter had raided their 


alky plant and one of the ‘boys’ 
was snuffed out. 

Into their hideaway comes Wal- 
lace Porter, writer of best seller 


crime novels and his fiancee, Toby 
Van Buren, heiress. Porter thinks 
the place is for rent. Given a couple 
of drinks he boasts of his books and 
how he manufactures perfect crimes 

in novels. Dillon an idea— 
Porter to conceive a method of get- 
ting McCarron out of the way with 


gets 


no chance of detection. 

Porter works it out, under threat 
of death. The intended victim is 
going to Buffalo next night. Plan 
is to inject cyanide into his tube 
of tooth paste. How the novelist 
substitutes sugar in a packet and 
how the real stuff is supposed to 
be secured, furnishes one of the 


comic situations. The kick of the 
finale act comes when the inventive 
Porter hooks up the radio set to a 
severed telephone wire, brings the 
cops and saves McCarron. 

Cast selections generally very 
good, proving the crook types are 
not all in Hollywood. But in Ernest 
Truex the play has its ace. Mini- 
ature compared to the others, he is 
the big shot of the. play, as the 
novelist, Truex, has a fine flair for 
comedy and farce and hasn't had as 
good a chance as this in years. His 
running mate is a petite blonde new 
to Broadway, Claire Trevor. She 
serves nicely as the fiancee. 

Edward Arnold carries his cold 
blooded, scheming Dillon along like 
a good actor; Arthur Vinton is one 
of the toughest of the mob; Martha 
Mayo speaks no word as Dillon's 
faithful housekeeper, who _ helps 
muard the youngsters: Charles Hal- 
ton is again in dialect as the gang’s 
dope contact and there are other 
good types. 

‘Whistling in the Dark’ is serious 
only when its crooks act or talk 
tough. The comedy strain is gen- 
eral, which enhances its chances. 

bee. 


ADAM HAD TWO SONS 


Drama in three acts and four scenes pre- 
sented by Aarons & Freedley at the Alvin 
theatre Jan. 20: written by John McDer- 
mott: staged by Melville Burke; Paul 
Kelly, Raquel Torres and Raymond Hackett 
featured. 





JOO coccccvcecscese oosesbeseeeres Alex Cross 
We lnccccccccccces 9600660000 6406 Jay Adair 
Matt ccccccvccccccccescceres ..Paul Kelly 
PASS 008600808 eoccccorees Raymond Hackett 
ee 6066806 eoecccesesoos Edward LaRoche 
TETESA seccvecccccccsessssees Raquel Torres 
TOCATY coccccccccsccccccsesss Preston Foster 
Dim cecce CPecececceesseseseree John Junior 
Ted . PITTT TTI TTT James Young 
Leo 000 60060s6eseoseos .--..Frank Horton 
LWISR cccccccccccses eccccess- Regine Valdy 
Derelict ..ccccsccecce eceees--Marshall Halk 
Guy with a Wife..............Harry Klint 
Mate cccccecscccccs eecceces Herbert Belmore 
The Fat Girl. .ccccccccsscessees Pilar Arcos 
Sister Teresa....ccees ° .-Constance Kerr 
Maizie .....ccees ecccccces Evelyn Downing 
The Argentine........+.--Aristide DeLeoni 
The RusSian..ccccccccccees Daniel Marenk« 
Pedro .cccsces coceccessoossnarry DelKoven 
Doctor ...++ cccccecccsccekrankiin Munne 

Sallor ccccccccescecsceccceses Walter Farrell 





Probably the tip-off on this one 
is right in the program billing. It’s 
Aarons & Freedley's first dramati 
attempt, after their success 
musicals. 


|} some 


| irl 
girl, 








play- 


He was not} 








with | 
But the A. & F. name is| given guns and ammunition. 


missing from the program. Right, 
too. The best that is predictable 
for it is that it may linger long 
enough to cash in on possible pic- 
ture money. Meaning a maximum 
three weeks. 

It’s one of those highly involved, 
complicated melodramas about 
brother love and murder ind the 
good little girl that acts naugnty 
and the detective who trails his 
quarry for years only to get soft at 
the end and turn away when con- 
fronted with the purity of young 
love. It’s mostly hokum, without 
the saving grace of sang and music 
or a tongue in the cheek. 

It seems there were two brothers, 
Matt and Kid 
Kid had ideas about there 
nice people if you only look 
hard enough for them. They’re in 
Panama, a center seemingly for vice 
and sin, and they’re running -way 
from a murder they had committed 
in San Francisco. 

In comes Teresa, 
and both brothers fall for 
—though each in his way. Kid 
wants to marry her right away. 
Matt says, ‘I ain’t marryin’ nobody; 
besides looks to me like her heels 
are a little worn down in the back.’ 
Fights and arguments between the 
brothers arise. A Frisco dick, who 
has been posing as one of their 
sailor buddies shows up and tries to 


Panama 


arrest them. They dodge and get 
on a boat. Also the girl. Fight for 
her continues. 


order to save Teresa, shoots his 


| brother just at the moment that the 


looks | 


lick again shows up Doctor 
at the dying Matt and announces he 


has 15 minutes to live. Matt groans 


— convinces the dick that the Kid 
is 


really innocent of the Frisco 
murder. ‘Okay,’ says the dick, ‘but 
I'll have to arrest him for your 


murder.’ 
‘because 
couldn't 
shoots 
death. 
That’s about how the scenario 
shapes up, plus a musical comedy 
couple of sets and some too good 
acting by Paul Kelly, Ray Hackett 
and Raquel Torres. Couple of 
mildly amusing lines, and one or 
two good thoughts, go to waste to- 
gether with the good acting. 
Kauf. 


‘No you won't,’ says Matt, 
I’m still alive now, so he 
have killed me.’ And he 
himself to death, death, 


DISTANT DRUMS 


Drama in three dct. Presented at the 
Belasco Jan 18 by Guthrie McClintic. 
Written by Dan Totheroh. Pauline Lord 
starred. Staged by the producer, 

Quincy Briddlemann........... Edward Ellis 
Philip AlleMscccccccss ...--Maurice McRae 
Tae PURGE, cocvccassecks ve Thomas B. Findlay 
BET SMAW.cccaccccvevececoceees Leo Curley 
Nathan Pike..ccccscciccccgece Edward Potter 
Sir@. PIRG. ceccovccosccecceeses Beulah Bondi 
Mrs. SHAW. .vcccccccccesseces Mabel Colcord 
BErTG. GAWIES, « cocdecsscecs ..-Eda Heinemann 
Mrs. Williams..........Margherita Sargent 
| Jasun Allenby. ..ccccesseses Edward Pawley 
| Doctor Tracy...ccceccccecss ...John Ravold 
ie eae ere William Lawson 
| Parets WOM. ccdcacvcccccsved Arthur Hohl 
F Bumice Wearnills oc cccccevécce Pauline Lord 
tev, Williams............James P. Houston 
jrandma Briggs. .....eeeeee0- Katie Morgan 
Mrs. Clemens..... eeccccccsoers Mary Michael 
J. Plinge....ccoce eevcrceces ..- Charles Kuhn 
HarrisOn L@@.ccessrcecccsess Richard Cubitt 

A graphic picture of covered 

wagon days of 1848 in western 


America is the feature of ‘Distant 
Drums.’ As a play it lags, has to do 
with distress all the way, quite too 
troublous for these days especially. 
Long, quiet, monotonous, its success 
chances are not good. 

The producer, Guthrie McClintic, 
and the author, Dan Totheroh, ap- 
pear not to have been able to make 
up their minds whether the play was 
drama or melodrama. There is lit- 
tle change of pace and no glimmer 
of comedy. One thing the play may 
disclose, however, is the origin of 
the old ‘Indian sign.’ Somehow 
somebody puts it on the heroine, and 
she joins the Snake tribe. 

A single set discloses a ring of 
covered wagons which are excellent- 
ly reproduced. Except for slight 
changes in position, the dialog oc- 
curs Within the semi-circle, with a 
campfire up stage center. The group 
is that of pioneers going to Oregon, 
there to settle upon the rich free 
lands. Harris Wolfhill is the leader 
and referred to as captain. He had 
taken to himself a wife at the start 
of the long journey, that he might 
secure a larger allotment of land. 

Eunice, the wife, is a curious per- 
son. Hardly capable of loving her 
husband, yet she does not go for 
Jason, the young man of the train, 
although she accepts his attentions. 


‘Miss.’ Eunice, like the others, 
illiterate, She believes she has 
witch blood in her veins, and relates 
that her grandmother had been 
rned, accused of witchcraft. Nat- 
urally she is superstitious. 

At the curtain the men are debat- 
ing leaving the trail and taking a 
supposed cut-off, which the guide is 
sure can hasten the journey before 
the snow files. The wagon train, 
however, becomes lost in the moun- 
tains and the scout is unable to find 
the pass. Death has stalked fre- 
quently; in fact, it comes with each 
act. One woman dies of cholera, 
another wastes away. The teacher 


succumbs and the doctor is on his} 


way out. 

To add to the terror of starvation 
and probable death, a band of In- 
dians continuously camp a few miles 


away, and their distant drums are 
heard. Wolfhill believes they will 
tell the secret of the way out if 

But it 





being | 


play- | 
her | 











She never gains the friendship of} 
the other women, all addressed as| Miss Lord’s Eunice as an oustand- 
is | 
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Chicago Stadium Again Plans Own 
Indie Circus to Buck Sells-Floto 





Mrs. Tait Found Dead 
In Philippine River 


Tacoma, Jan. 25. | 

Cable from Manila, P. IL, tells of| 

| finding of body of Mrs. Edwin E.| 
Tait in Pastig river in fish net, 
partly nude and bruised. Mrs. Tait} 


| 
Tacoma with 
carnival promot rr. | 
also 


is a former resident of 
her husband, a 


Tait and brother, Stewart, 
carnival promoter recently | 
returned to the island after | 

| a visit here. Tait formerly op- 


erated big dance pavilion at Amer- 


ican Lake and was manager for| 
Pancho Villa, well known fighter, | 


in his day. He moved from here to 
Los Angeles and then went to the} 
Islands where he has been operat- 


ing. 


| 


Finally the Kid, in] Cireus Men Turn Down 


+ 


;cus 





Chicago, Jan. 25. 
Two rival arenas in town, the 
Stadium and the Coliseu.a, are at 


each other's throats again, and their 


fight over the spring circus showing 
looks like it might be an annual 


tussle. Squabble is over the ques- 


ition which one would get the Sells- 


Floto show. Coliseum gut the cir- 
again this year, and the 
Stadium is shaping plans to open 
its own show in direct opposition. 
Sidney Strotz, director of the 
Stadium, admits that he’s burning 
over the affair, claiming that the 
Sells-Floto show promised to come 
into his arena. This happened last 
year also, and the Stadium hure- 
riedly put through a deal with the 


Barnes-Carruthers office for their 


original ‘European-Olympia Circus.’ 


Show did well at the big Stadium, 
According to tentative layout, the 


Stadium will open its show day- 
and-date with the Sells-Floto cir- 
;cus, which gets under way at the 


. ° 
French Subsidy Idea _ | 
Paris, 14, 

French habit of always locking up 
to the government for individual 
relief, resulted in a state subsidy 
being suggested to help. circuses 
weather the current slump. 

Contrary to local habit, circus 
owners, headed by Medrano, are in- 
dignantly refusing a subsidy, claim- 
ing that they prefer to retain their 
independence. 


Jan. 


Wait Sunday Verdict 


Topeka, Kans., Jan. 25. 


Lawrence, Kans., had just one 
day of Sunday shows. Ss. E. 
Schwahn, owner of the Pattee, 


opened Jan. 17, day and date with 
Topeka houses, but was arrested 
and convicted. 7 

However, conviction and further 
action was suspended upon his 
agreeing to suspend Sunday open- 
ings until decision of the U.S. Court 
of Appeals at Denver, Feb. 7, when 
Judge Pollock’s injunction against 
Kansas officials is given a hearing. 

Pollock's orders applied only to 
four Kansas counties, not including 


Douglas of which Lawrence is 
county seat, 





H-W and Ringling Dates 


or 


Chicago, .an, 25. 

Present plans for the Hagenbach- 
Wallace circus have the show open- 
ing in St. Louis on May 1. 

Ringling-B. & B. initial date not 
yet flatly set, but it’s likely the first 
week in April. Spot is New York 
as usual. 





WB’s Unproduced Play 
‘Tinsel Girl,’ unproduced play by 
Maurine Watkins, has been sold to 
Warner Bros. 





Script was but recently com- 
pleted. 

is the captain’s wife that their 
chief covets. Because she had lis- 


tened to Jason's plan to run off to- 


gether, Wolfhill bids her deliver 
herself to the Indians. She plain- 


tively protests. However, when 
Quincy, the old guide, tells her it is 
the only thing that can save the 
train and that their sign is upon her, 
she goes forth unafraid. Eunice ap- 
pears suddenly to realize why she 
had married Wolfhill and why she 
had come the long distance, that her 
mission is sacrifice. 


‘Distant Drums’ brings Pauline 
Lord back. There were some first 
nighters who seemed bored by the 


monotone of her performance. 
Others, including most critics, rated 


ing performance. Understood the 
author wrote the play with Miss 
Lord in mind, and there is no doubt 
that she enacts the kind of a woman 
he conceived, a woman who thinks 
she haus some sort of destiny, a mys- 
tic. Miss Lord accomplished that 
portrayal, a characterization not the 
most attractive. 

The stage is cluttered with char- 
acter actors, among them good ones. 
Arthur Hohl does Wolfhill, the ty- 
rant of the trek: Edward Ellis is 
Quincy, the guide; Edward Pawley 
is the frustrated Jason, who fades 
out; Thomas BP, Findlay and Wil- 
liam Lawson, the excitable one, are 
among the others. Feminine sup- 
port was led by Beulah Bondi and 
Eda Heinemann, 

‘Distant Drums’ is perhaps the 
best staging of the pioneer epic 
Placing such a story within the lim- 
itations of the stage 
the sponsors win credit if not profit 

lbee, 


Pians for the 
circus 


Coliseum on April 16. 
Stadium will keep the 
riding for 18 days. 

Strotz says he’s not goihg to make 
any tie-in with any indoors book- 
ing agency, but will secure his own 
producer and talent outside. Title 
of the circus remains the same as 
last. 


indie 


New Tex. Fair Pres. 


Dallas, Jan. 25. 

Texas State Fair lining up for 
the ’32 season with considerable re- 
vamping in sight. First change at 
the top, Otto Herold succeeding T. 
E. Jackson as prexy. Roy Rupard 
and Herbert Carpenter, general 
ramrods, sticking. 

Likely that most of changes slated 
for-grounds and amusements. Lat- 
ter somewhat off past couple years, 
as gate pullers. Date not set, but 
customarily in Oct. 


Dry Fair Mgr. Session 
Depression’s Ultimate 


Minneapolis, Jan. 25, 
State and county fair agents had 
quiet session at their annual meet- 
ing in Twin Cities last week. Not 


enough of the cup that cheers in 
evidence. Due to the depression, 
vaudeville, fireworks and other 
salesmen, who do biz with the 


agents and who attended the ses- 
sion en masse, had cut down from 
50 to 75% outlays and entertain- 
ment was on a very much restricted 
scale, 

Cherry & Rubin shows landed the 
plum, the Midway contract for the 
Minnesota State Fair. The Johnny 
J. Jones shows had it last season. 





Lineoln, Neb., Jan, 20. 

State association of fair managers 
convened here discussing procedure 
for the coming year. Agents were 
squawking because of refusal of 
managers to book this early in the 
season. 

The Nebraska state fair board Is 
still undecided on length of this 
year’s show. Formerly having an 
eight day show, it is suggested this 
be cut to six. 





Finney Joins Gentry; 
Mobile Start Likely 


Chicago, Jan. 25. 

C. W. Finney returns to the Gen- 
try Bros. show this year as general 
agent. Finney had been associated 
with Gentry many years ago. More 
recently he had been handling the 
Godina Siamese Twins. 

Opening day and spot of the Gen- 
try show not yet settled. Show is 
wintering at Mobile, and will likely 
open at that town about the middle 
of March. 

Rest of the main personnel of the 
outfit remains intact, Henry Gentry 
as general manager and Frank C, 
Akin, treasurer. 


L. A. Shrine Show Off 


Los Angeles, Jan. 25. 








is no cinch, and 


Shriners can’t see a $40,000 ine 
vestment in show business these 
times, so the annual indoor circus 
is off. 


Event, usually held in March, hag 
een a between-season filler for 


joutdoor performers for four years, 
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VARIETY Tuesday, January 26, 1939 














‘ ; + ., 








—this great attraction is 
just as big and as unique in 
character as this 3,000 mile, 
non-stop, record-breaking 
jump from the Paramount (New 
York) to the Orpheum (San 
Francisco) ! 
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Creator Oyj; a RQ | fe oY), 
New Vogue in . : 
- For a solid year Duke Elling- 
American Music ton has broken box-office 
records from New York to 
Kansas City—now he will 
invade the Pacific Coast to 
‘ set new grosses there ! 











Exclusive Management 


Mitts DANCE ORCHESTRAS, tNc. 
150 West 46th Street, New York City 
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